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EVANGELINE GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
POST OFFICE BOX 664
VILLE PLATTE, LA 70586

Officers: La Voix des Prairies is published quarterly
President: Jane Vidrine in January, April, July, and October.
Treasurer: Jane Vidrine

Secretary: Mardell Sibley

Newsletter: Jane Vidrine & Mardell Sibley (co-editors)

Advisors: Mary Foster-Galasso & Jacqueline O. Vidrine

Meetings of the Society are held on the third Saturday of January, April, July and
October at 9:30 a.m. in the Louisiana Room of the Evangeline Parish Public Library,
242 West Main Street, Ville Platte, Louisiana.

Currently members’ dues are $15.00 annual for individuals, $20.00 for couples, and
$25.00 for organizations and Institutions based on the calendar year. Members receive
a copy of the quarterly journal “La Voix des Prairies”. Single copies of back issues of
the quarterly are $6.00 each mailed first class postage paid by the requestor.

Policy of the Society will be formulated and directed by the Executive Board. The
material for the quarterly is copyrighted and cannot be used or reproduced without
permission of the editor of the Executive Board. The Society does not assume
responsibility for accuracy of the information submitted and published, nor does it
assume responsibility for any copyright infringement of submitted and published
material. The Society solicits materiais of genealogical/historical interest, particularly

artic{es which pertain to this area. The quarterly will print all queries that contain the

necessary items such as names, dates, date references, places or place references.

Quarterly exchange will take place with other genealogical and/or historical societies.
The gxchanges received will be placed in the Genealogy section of the Evangeline
parish Public Library in the permanent holdings of the Society.

Acqqisitions/donations: The Society has an ongoing project of acquiring books,
periodicals, and other materials to place in the Genealogy section of the parish library.
We ésk for donations of such books and materials which will be placed in the library as
gifts from the Society and bearing a bookplate with the name of the donor. Memorials

and honorariums are welcome.

Address: LA VOIX DES PRAIRIES, P.O. BOX 664, VILLE PLATTE, LA 70586.

Evanfeline Genealogical and Historical Society, P.O Box 664, Ville Platte, LA 70586

Copyright 2014. All rights reserved.



The membership year begins in January. Renewal forms will be available at all
meetings. Although many of you may have already renewed, maybe other friends and
family Would like to join. This membership includes a quarterly issue of our publication,
access to experienced genealogists: make new friends, visiting with old ones and

.| . . .
learning those very helpful hints and tips for your research. Mail your check or money
order to the address on the front of the publication and renew now to make sure you

don't n?iss any issues.

Note: Our July meeting has been cancelled. Our next meeting is scheduled for
October 18, 2014 at 9:30 a.m. Evangeline Public Library.
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THE EVANGELINE GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP FORM

NAME

PHONE #

ADDRESS:
EMAIL:

RESEARCH INTEREST:

Dues are $15.00 for individuals; $18.00 for couples: $25 for institutions or organizations
per calendar year. Mail form to EGHS, P.O. Box 664, Ville Platte, LA 70586. Please
make out check or money order to EGHS.

Note: Would you like your newsletter emailed to you or paper copy:

Paper'copy:

Email:

Date Paid : Check or money order:
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Ethel Sacker Pedigree charge: 1 page

s, .
P .

Aricestors of Ethel Marie Fontenot

CLEMENT FONTENO'Y

LEAZEY FONTENOT
b2 July 03, 1851 in Estherwoad. Louisi
d: Janunry 04, 1929 i Kingsfarm, Kin

b: October 23, 1821 in Opelousas. Lo
d: May (6. 1892 in Darbonne Prairic.

DAVID FONTENOT
1 July 12, 1875 in Estherwood, Lovisi
d: June 29, 1938 in Kingstarm, Kinder

MARIANNFE JANIS
b: Qctober 13, 1827 in St. Landne Pari
d: AN 1880 in Darbonne Prairic. Loui

AMELLIA LORMAND
b: Abt. 1835 in Prob. St. Martinsville.
&: January 13, 1893 in Kingsfarn. Lou

Francois Belisaire Lormand
b: Abt. 1826

Clodics FONTENOT
b: February 22. 1897 in Estherwood.
d: November 01, 1974 in V.A. Hosp..

Maric-Euphrasine Clement
b March 10, 1829

Rudolf (Rudolphe) LEJEUNE
b: August 03, 1860 in Point Noir, ncar
«l: November 06, 1938 in Estherwood.

Andre (Andrew) LeJeune
b: November 30, 1840 m Esthenvood.
d: October 18, 1864 in Estherwowd, L

Azcline LEJEUNE
b: March 19, 1850 in Estherwood. Ac
d: July 20, 1913 in Kingsfanm, near Ki

Marguerite Mycrs/Maillard
b: July 1842 in Grand Cotcau. St. Lan
d: September 20, 1926

Azeline Roy

Etlel Marie Fantenot
b: August (2. 1925 in Kinder. Kingsla

b: December 14, 1861 in Grand Cotea
d: August 09, (921 in Estherwood. Lo

David Roy
b: February 25. 1831

Adcline Istre
b: Fehruary 18, 1833 in Lafayetie Pari

Thomas Jefferson GORDON
b: AbL. 1843 in Alabama: (?) as given
d: Abt. 1887 in Hecher, Calcasicu Pari

b: D b

William Cornelius GORDON
31, 1869 in flecker. Ol
d: Sune 13, 1943 in Kinder. Allen Pari

Luerettin BUSHINELL
b: 1846 in Rapids Parish. ).ovisiana (

Mathicw M. BUSIINELL
b: AbL. 1802 in Louisiana
d: AlL. 1864 in Louisiana: 1lc signed

& August 1888 in Hecker. Caleasicu P

S pou.se N

an#m»q S aclker

deceased

Barbara Eliecn GORDON
b: Decemiber 05, 1903 in Hecker. Loui
d: Aprif 02. 1986 in Kinder. Louisiana

Rosanna CHARBONNEAU
bz AbL. 1817 in Louisiana
d: Abt, 1852 in Louisiana

Alphosse MARCANTEL
b: April {8, 1833 in DeQuincy. Caleas
d: January 26, 1924 in Little Mill. near

Zesnon Mareantel, Sr
b: March 28. 1807 in Opclousas, Loui
d: Ocrober 19, 1877 in DeQuiney. Cal

Laurastine MARCANTEL
b: April 26, 1888 in Kinder ( Phillips
«: October 06, 1972 in Kinder, Louisia

Sidalisce Miller
b2 July 24. 1814 in Opelowsas, S1. Lan
d: Alt. 1856 in Caleasieu Parish, Lowi

Laurastine VIGE
b: October 04, 1838 in Opelousas. Lo
d: AbL, May 1889 in Around Phillips’

Edmond Pierre Vige
b: November 20, 1835 in Louisiana
d: May 22, 1863 in Vicksburg, Miss.

Catherine (Katie) Langley
b: March 02, 1833 in Lake Charles Ch
d: September 08, 1923 in Green Oak.
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EVANGELINE GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
POST OFFICE BOX 664
VILLE PLATTE, LA 70586

Officers: La Voix des Prairies is published quarterly
President: Jane Vidrine in January, April, July, and October.
Treasurer: Jane Vidrine
Secretary: Mardell Sibley
Newsletter: Jane Vidrine

Mardell Sibley

Meetings of the Society are held on the third Saturday of January, April, July and
October at 9:30 a.m. in the Louisiana Room of the Evangeline Parish Public Library,
242 West Main Street, Ville Platte, Louisiana.

Currently members’ dues are $15.00 annual for individuals, $20.00 for couples, and
$25.00 for organizations and Institutions based on the calendar year. Members receive
a copy of the quarterly journal “La Voix des Prairies”. Single copies of back issues of
the quarterly are $6.00 each mailed first class postage paid by the requestor.

Policy of the Saciety will be formulated and directed by the Executive Board. The -

" material for the quarterly is copyrighted and cannot be used or reproduced without
permission of the editor of the Executive Board. The Society does not assume
responsibility for accuracy of the information submitted and published, nor does it
assume responsibility for any copyright infringement of submitted and published
material. The Society solicits materials of genealogical/historical interest, particularly
articles which pertain to this area. The quarterly will print all queries that contain the

necessary items such as names, dates, date references, places or place references.

Quarterly exchange will take place with other genealogical and/or historical societies.
The exchanges received will be placed in the Genealogy section of the Evangeline
parish Public Library in the permanent holdings of the Society.

Acquisitions/donations: The Society has an ongoing project of acquiring books,
periodicals, and other materials to place in the Genealogy section of the parish library.
We ask for donations of such books and materials which will be placed in the library as
gifts from the Society and bearing a bookplate with the name of the donor. Memorials
and honorariums are welcome. .

Address: LA VOIX DES PRAIRIES, P.O. BOX 664, VILLE PLATTE, LA 70586.
Evangeline Genealogical and Historical Society, P.O Box 664, Ville Platte, LA 70586

Copyright 2014. All rights reserved.



Spring is here and in full bloom! The year has started off to a good start
and we expect the rest of the year to be good as well.

Again|on behalf of the Society, | would like to thank Ms. Janis Landreneau
for all|her hard work as she has spent countless hours donating her time to
the saciety. Even though she has stepped down as president, she
continues to volunteer at the Library and has been a great mentor to me as
| begin my journey as President of the Society.

The membership year begins in January. Renewal forms will be available
at the|meetings. Although many of you may have already renewed, maybe
other‘lfriends and family would like to join. This membership includes a
quarterly issue of our publication, access to experienced genealogists:
make new friends, visiting with old ones and learning those very helpful
hints and tips for your research. Mail your check or money order to the
addre’ s on the front of the publication and renew now to make sure you
don't miss any issues.

We niw have a Facebook page and an email address. On Facebook post
or comment some of your great finds of your research.

Note: !
Our n!ext meeting will be Saturday, April 26, 2014 at the Evangeline Public
Library. Mr. Randy Deshotel, Clerk of Court will be our guest speaker. Mr.
Deshotel will talk about what's available to the public to help with your
research. They have a lot of good material. Come to the meeting and
bring a friend.

Jane Vidrine & Mardell Sibley, co editors (newsletter)




THE EVANGELINE GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP FORM

NAME:

PHONE #

ADDRESS:

EMAIL:

RESEARCH INTEREST:

Dues are $15.00 for individuals; $18.00 for couples: $25 for institutions or
organizations per calendar year. Mail form to EGHS, P.O. Box 664, Ville
Platte, LA 70586. Please make out check or money order to EGHS. -
Note: Would you like your newsletter emailed to you or paper copy:

Paper copy:

Email:

Thank Youlll

Date Paid:

Check or money order:




THE HOME FRONT
JOHNNY REED

As most Sothern’s do we tied to honor the men who left their homes to
defend the south during the Civil War. Some chose to stay home and
defend their communities. Most family’s had no choice but to stay home
and care for those left behind. Thus is the case of a Lady in'‘Bayou Chicot
and the group that stayed home to defend the home front. '
One group that joined the confederate cause but seldom left St. Landry
parish was the Prairie Rangers Company Cavalry (St Landry Parish). They
were prganized July 20, 1861 by Captain Samuel M Todd. On April 5, 1862
they joined the St Landry Militia Cavalry Regiment. They performed scout
and cpurier duties. They collected conscripts for the army and operated
against the Jayhawkers and deserters in south western Louisiana. They
were the law and order for the region. | SR

A lady from the Bayou Chicot area best expressed the thoughts of this unit
in a letter to Governor Thomas Overton Moore. Governor Moore was living
in Opelousas at the time this letter was sent.

\ Bayou Chicot. Aug. 9" A.D.
1862 | " |

To His Excellency

Gov. of the State of Louisiana.

Sir.

appeal to you in the name of the Mothers, wives, and daughters of
Bayou Chicot and the surround country; for protection against the insuilts,
threats and outrages of the Prairie Rangers. (Prairie Banditti would be a far
more appropriate name.) We know not where to appeal for protection since
our fathers, husbands, and brothers are disarmed, if not the Governor of
our loved State. We could not fare worse were we surrounded by a band of
Lincoln’s mercenary hirelings. As often as that lawless band visits this part
of the|country, outrages of the deepest dye are daily committed in our midst
by those whom we consider enemies to their country. Our homes are



entered and pillaged of everything that they see fit to appropriate to
themselves. They do not as much as respect private rooms, but enter in
spite of tears and entreaties; and turn up beds, r|p them open, search
closets, break open what happens to be locked , in fact they leave no
corner untouched. And if we appeal to the Iawless wretches their reply is
that they are but carrying out the orders of their (Captain Todd), who if
justice was measured out to him not power but rope would be
administered.

It is the general opinion of this community that ere’ the ending of this
war that they will, after disarming the country, incite an insurrection or join
the Yankees, the first opportunity that offers. We hope that your Excellency
will inspect this matter closely, and remedy the terrible calamity that
threatens this community. We can no longer claim protectlon from our
fathers, husbands or brothers, the most of them are in the army and those
that remain at.home are unarmed. And if the evil is not corrected by the
power of your arm, civil and law martial, we will appeal to the public
Journals, and hold the lawless band up to the execratlon of our glorlous
Confederacy

If this appeal is not heeded by Your Excellency, then l say God help
us, for we (the ladies) must rely upon their own right arms, and | think that
Your Excellency, will discover that soldiers do not all wear pants.

We beg and entreat you not to suspect this as having been written
mahcuously against Todd or our country. It is written by a patriot in whose
veins.flow the blood of the Fathers of our commumty and the cause of our
loved Confederacy..

Very Respecitfully,
A Soldiers’ Sister

Captaln Todd is listed as deserted after the letter was received by the
Governor. Some speculate the ladies, of Bayou Chicot, caught up with him
in the woods. The Prairie Rangers became Company K of the 3rd
Louisiana Cavalry Regiment under Colonel Isaac Harrison in the fall of
1863.



Article in Opelousas Clarion News June 17, 1905
~ “Three Killed One Wounded” |

The following article chronicles a violent gunfight that occurred on the
property of my Great Uncle Theogene Smith. He was the fifth child of my
great’ grandparents, Christian David Smith (Schmidt) and Marie Jean
Baptiste Soileau of the Faquetaique Prairie in what was St. Landry Parish.
TheoEene had moved with his family to the area near Palmetto where this
incident occurred on June 10, 1905. ' '

The newspaper article follows as it was written:

Three Killed One Wounded

The Most Fatal Duel in the History of St. Landry Parish

Tvllenty-two orphans and three widows Thrown on the World as a
Result of the Fearful Affair '

Three men and a horse killed outright and one man desperately wounded
fromiwhich it is thought he will die, is the bloody outcome of a fight near
Palrn|1jetto last Sunday. | -

All parties are white, and sound citizens of that section of the parish —
they are neighbors, and three of them connected by marriage.

The fight occurred in a barnyard, the property of Mr. Theogene Smith.
There were four men engaged in the fight, and all four were shot down.
The Wweapons used were: Thomas Carroll, Winchester rifle; Oscar G.
Frederichs, .38 Smith & Wesson pistol; F.A. Soileau, .41 Colt; John McGee

shotgun.

The story of the tragedy, as told by the deputies who went to thexs’c‘ene
and the witnesses who testified at the Coroners inquest is about as
follows: | I
F.A. Soileau is the constable of that ward. Saturday he was handed a
warrgnt made by his brother before the justice-of-the peace, Wesly




Budden, charging Oscar Frederichs with violating a labor contract.
Frederichs early in the season worked for Ernest Soileau, affiant. It
appears that Frederichs traded a mule belonging to Mr. Soileau for a pair of
Creole ponies to which Mr. Soileau objected and caused Frederichs to
undo the trade and return the mule to the plantation. This angered
Frederichs and he left the place and secured employment some miles from
Palmetto. This caused Mr. Ernest Soileau to swear out the affidavit.
Frederichs came to visit his wife and family at the place of Mr. Theogene
Smith near Palmetto every Sunday returning to his work Monday morning.
Sunday the day of the tragedy, F.A. Soileau, who had the warrant to
execute left for that purpose getting his brother-in-law, Mr. John McGee to
accompany him as it had been told that Frederichs might offer resistance.
The officers arrived at the house of Mr. Smith just before a fishing party
composed of Mr. Smith, T.R. Carroll Jr.; Oscar Frederichs and a negro
named Jim
Adams was about to start. Carroll and Frederichs were yet at breakfast
when Messrs. Soileau and McGee entered the barn yard and called for Mr.
Smith. That gentleman went out to meet them, and when the officers
asked for Frederichs, he promptly called him. Soileau was on horseback
and McGee was walking. On being called by Smith, Frederichs came out
of the house accompanied by Carroll. Carroll had a rifle and Frederichs a
revolver. They walked directly to the officers, and Carroll advanced a few
steps ahead of Frederichs and toward McGee told the latter: “Well | reckon
you have come to get what you are looking for,” and struck McGee with the
rifle. The men clinched and Soileau, who was still on horseback, opened
fire on Carroll, killing him instantly. He fired three shots, all three taking
effect. One entered the left arm over the bicep muscle passing through the
arm and entering the left side between the fourth and fifth ribs, passing the
heart and lung and making its exit on the right side between the fifth and
sixth ribs, below the nipple. Another below and to the left of the umbilicus
making its exit to the rear over the left hip. Another passed through the
right forearm. When Soileau fired at Carroll, Frederichs fired at Soileau,
the first two shots striking him, and the third breaking his horse’s neck. The
horse fell and Soileau lay prostrate for some minutes, when he arose and
walked some distance. He was taken to his brother’s house, were he died
a few minutes after arriving there. He only said “Please let me alone,”
before he died. One bullet entered the right side between the 11" and 12"
ribs, passing through the liver, stomach and spleen, making its exit
between the 10" and 11" ribs of the left side. The other entered the right



side, two inches under the axilla (armpit), making its exit from behind
n the 6™ and 7" ribs.

When the horse fell, Frederichs fired the last shot at McGee, striking him
in the [abdomen. Frederichs then with empty pistol started to run. McGee
had syfficiently recovered from the blow from the rifle and the shot from
Frede‘richs to be able to get his shot gun, which he had dropped to the
ground, during the scuffle with Thomas Carroll, and as Frederichs was
about|to take shelter behind a hog pen, McGee blazed away at him. He
fell, apd Jim Adams called to McGee not to shoot him again to which
McGee replied with a whoop, “No, | won't -— | got him’ but he shot me
twice.] Mortally wounded with eleven buckshot's in his body, Frederichs
jumped a fence into the field and ran about a hundred yards, and finally fell
to the|earth and died before aid could reach him. Some of the buckshot's
entered his left side between the 4™ and 5™ ribs, penetrating the heart:
others broke his left arm, entered the forearm and wrist, middle finger or
rigti':t hand, and over the region of the left kidney, and between the 9" and
10" rib. | *

Smith during all this time was sitting on the root of a tree, “while the shots
and s‘l:ells were raging” around him. Of course his course was a wise one.
If he had endeavored to interfere he would probably have gotten a stray
bullet. He frankly admits that from the time the shooting began until it was
over he was in a semi-stupor, and all he could see was men falling all
around him. His children were in the yard, and his greatest fear was that
they lpad been killed, as after the smoke cleared there was not a living
human being in sight. There seemed to be but Death everywhere. The
retreating smoke carried away by the gently breeze, seemed to smell of
Death. The horse lay at his feet, struggling in the throes of death — the
men were stretched out in a radius of a hundred yards; all apparently stiff in
death; Smith’s mental agony for some minutes must have been agonizing
indeed.

- It is{understood that the warrant for violation of a labor contract cut very
little figure in the real cause of the unfortunate affair. There was a feud
between the Soileau’s and Carroll's of some years standing. It began over
a successional matter some three years ago, and the people of that section
‘were bot at all surprised at the bloody culmination. It had been expected,
and aE both sides were determined, a conflict was inevitable.

Ernest Soileau, brother of the man killed is a brother-in-law of Carroll, and
the bad blood existing was really between these two.

Deputy Sheriff Sword received a telegram advising him of the affair
Sunday evening, and at once repaired to the scene, accompanied by




Deputy Ambroise.- Vidrine. On arriving there they found that the services of
officers were not needed, however, as all the participants were either dead
or on the points of death. The bodies of Carroll and Frederichs were laid in
state in the same bed and on the next day buried in the same grave. They
died for each other, the families argued, and should fill the same grave.

Frederichs was about twenty-five years old, Soileau twenty-two, Carroll
forty, and McGee forty. s

All were married and leave widows and children. Frederichs leaves five
children, Soileau three and Carroll 10. McGee has four children, and if he
dies which is expected, the horrible affair will have left twenty-two orphans
and four widows.

Dr. H.S. Joseph, deputy coroner, came up from Melville that evening and

held the inquest over the bodies of the dead men. The following gentlemen
formed the Coroner's Jury.” John Tier, Homer Legier, Reson Carriere,
Lucius Carriere and John J. Pierce.
- The Coroner’s Jury rendered the following verdict: “We find that Thomas
Carroll came to his death at the hands of F.A. Soileau, constable, in the
performance of his duty. F.A. Soileau came to his death from gunshot
wounds at the hands of Oscar Frederichs, and Oscar Frederichs came to
his death at the hands of John McGee, same being in self-defense after he
(McGee) had been shot by Frederichs ' T

This ends the newspaper article. John McGee survived the incident. Less
than three months later, Theogene Smith died of typhoid fever. Theogene
was the older brother of my- maternal grandmother Victoria Smith
Landreneau my mothers, mother. She was married to Armand Landreneau
of Mamou, the son of Cyprien Landreneau and Eugenie Hebert. Victoria
Smith Landreneau’s father Christian David Smith was an extremely tall
man, reported six foot six. Theogene and Eloise Soileau had four children,
who were present during this event. They were: John Theogene Smith
born July 7, 1894; Marie Alida Smith born November 11, 1896: Yeves
Smith born August 19, 1897; and Annie “Teet” Smith born March 24, 1900.
We do not know how tall Theogene Smith was, but his son Yeves was
taller than his uncle Lucien Christian Smith who we know was six foot
three. The picture of them together gives evidence of how tall Yves was. [t
is likely he inherited this from his grandfather Christian David Smith.

Submitted and written by J. Randy Vidrine



Yeve Smith with his uncle Lucien Christian Smith in 1957 shortly before
Yeve's death on March 13, 1957 at the age of 60. L.C. Smith was six foot
Three inches tall.



ALCIN VIDRINE
Obituary

ALCIN VIDRINE FUNERAL HELD WED. MORNING.
Noted confederate War Veteran, Prominent Citizen, Dies at 86

Another of the rapidly disappearing forces of the Great Confederacy
answered the final roll call Monday night at 9:10, when Alcin Vidrine, one of
the last five Opelousas veterans of the War between the Stats, expired
following a serious iliness of several weeks.

Born on October 21 1845 on his father’s plantation in the Grand Prairie
section, Mr. Vidrine was just growing into manhood when the Civil war
loomed, and before attaining the age of 16, enlisted at Ville Platte in the Big
Cane Rifle’s Company K of the 16" Louisiana regiment, commanded by
Capt. Gober, under Col. Pond.

The Big Cane riflers were sent to New Orleans by Boat, after which they
were ordered to report to Albert Sidney Johnson, commander of the
Confederates at Cornith, Miss, where they journeyed to Shiloh, 18 miles
distance to participate in one of the bloodiest battles of American history..
The Opelousas veteran took part in Bragg’s march through Kentucky, but
became too ill to continue and made his way to a hospital at Glasgow, Ky.,
being captured shortly afterwards when the federals seized the town. The
following year he was exchanged and again took up arms against the
federal government reporting to the Confederates the day after the historic
battle of Murfreesboro.

At Chickamauga, where the Confederates were slain by the tens of
thousands, Mr. Vidrine was again captured a federal prisoner and sent to



Camp |Douglas, Chicago, where he remained until nearly two years after
peace had been declared.

With almemorable record of bravery behind him, destitute and without a
word from home since the beginning of the war, the young St. Landry
soldier, after being discharged from the federal prison, started from

Chicago to Louisiana, walking most of the way, refusing to beg for food
from any Yankee and arriving here, after many months of weary travel, his
clothes tattered and almost starved, to start life anew among his people of
Grand|Prairie. He had been given up as dead, memorial services already
having been conducted and at first his relatives failed to recognize him.

Settling in Grand Prairie, the determined, industrious veteran married Miss
Estelle ;Andrepont, rearing a large family and becoming one of the most
substantial citizens of North St. Landry. Three of the children of this issue
prece [ed him to his death, those being Eva Marie, first wife of Y.
Andrepont, J. Frank Vidrine and George Vidrine. The children surviving
are Ergste, of New Orleans, Dr. Frederick of Andrepont, Robert of Port
ArthuiTexas, Alfred and James of Opelousas; Mrs. Y. Andrepont and
Mrs. Felix Hargroder of Opelousas, and Mrs. Marshal Doucet of Grand

Prairiéf Approximately one hundred grand and great grandchildren also
survive. -

In 1920 Mr. Vidrine, whose first wife had died several years priovr, was

marrield to Miss Celema Thibodeaux, sister of the St. Landry Sheriff, who
survives him.

Funerfz#f services were conducted from the Sandoz funeral parlors
Wedngsday morning at 9:30 with Requiem Mass at St. Landry Catholic

|

church. Interment followed in the St. Landry Catholic cemetery.

T ! Pictured on next page is Alcin Vidrine

Source: From the personal collection of his daughter-in-law Aurelia Hargroder Vidrine
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Fallis here We hope that everyone had a safe and relaxing summer. Researching
your family may be something you have thought of many times but not quite sure how to
sort out all of that great information you have received throughout the years. Many
questions need answers and many answers need questlons to that great information
you have at hand. How does one preserve documents, pictures and where are other
sourc available. All these questions can be answered by visiting our local library
and/ar joining our Evangelrne Genealogical and Historical Society.

The embershrp year begrns in January. Renewal forms wrll be avallable at the
meetrng Although many of you may have already renewed, maybe other friends and-
famrl would like to join. This membership includes a quarterly issue of our publication,
s to experienced genealogists; make new friends, visiting with old ones and
Iearn ng those very helpful hints and tips for your research. Mail yotir check or money

to the address on the front of the publication and renew now to make sure you don’t
miss an issue.

We now have a Facebook page and an emarl address On Facebook post or comment
some of your great ﬁnds of your research Inquiries may be emailed to
eghsyp@yahoo.com,

Our next meetrng wrll be Saturday, October 18, 2014 at the Evangeline Parish Library,
Ville Plate LA. Mr. James Douget from Cemetery Tours & Historical Reenactments, St.
Landfy Catholic church will be our speaker. The-dates for the Reeneactments will be
October 11, 12, 18, 19, 2014. Cost will be $10.00 per person. For more information

contact the St. Landry Catholic Church (Valentrn Hall) 1020 N. Main Street, Opelousas,
LA 70570 337. 942 6552.

Jane|F. Vidrine and Mardell Sibley
Co-editors of Newsletter.
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| ' Abbé Michel Bernard Barridre .
Apostle of Southwest Louisiana’s Bayous and Prairies
Rev. Fr. Jason Vidrine ‘

The life of Fr. Michel Barriére is a very interesting one. Several historians and commentators have
written bits and pieces about it, and each of them has arrived at the same. conclusion: his life
deserves a more in-depth study. I became interested in Fr. Barriére’s life becavse I ‘'was intrigued by
his connection to the Vidrine family - not only as their Pastor of the Opelousas Post who baptized,
married, anointed, and buried the Vidrine pioneers and their children - but also because of his
personal knowledge for many years of this same family in France, which he himself noted. This is
an attempt to piece together the. various bits and pieces from the various sources that exist in order
to have a fuller picture of Fr. Barridre, who was one of the greatest Apostles of Southwest
Louisiana’s Bayous and Prairies. : - - s R
- BIRTH AND FAMILY LIFE ‘
Michel Bernard Barriére was bom in the parish of Saint Mexant in Bordeaux, France on May 30,
1755 and baptized the same day in the Cathedral Saint André.' He appears to be named after his
maternal grandfather, Michel Bernard, who served as his godfather. Michel Barriére was the second
child of Francois Barriére and Frangoise Rose Bemard. His father was a clerk of the Table de
Marbre, the office in Bordeaux’s Parliament which had jurisdiction over the water and forests, and
his grandfather was the chief clerk. He had an older sister named Catherine and would later have
- seven-younger brothers and sisters. One was named Michel, born in 1761, with Fr. Barriére serving

* as his godfather, who would eventually join his uncle in Louisiana®.

Perhaps Fr. Barriére’s family had a greater influence than could be imagined. It is difficult to not
see the connection between him being. the son and grandson of the clerk of the courts of the
Parliament of Bordeaux and his amazing work he would later undertake to maintain the sacramental
records of the parishes of Attakapas and Opelousas. As Fr. Donald Hebert noted: ' .

“Fr. Barriére was a real friend to the genealogist and historical researcher. He never realized
that many years after he died, there would be people like ourselves who would appreciate the
exactitude and completeness with which he recorded the every-day events of church and
sacramental life for his flock.” o .

CHAPLAIN AT HOSPITAL FOR ABONDONED CB]LDREN

Fr. Barri¢re was ordained to the Priesthood at the
Cathedral of St John the Baptist in Bazas in 1782.4 A
few years after his Priestly ordination, he was
assigned in February 1785 as the assistant chaplain at
L'Hépital de la Manufacture or Home for Abandoned
Children in Bordeaux. The archives of the Home | b
which have survived the chaos of the Revolution are = [ANSR
often not helpful and can even be deceiving. But they = %

do help us in this case as they provide some evidence it ﬂ i
‘of Fr. Barri¢re’s ministry as the assistant chaplain at Home for Abandoned Ciiildren in Bordeaus
the Home.

'Racines et Rameaux d'Acadie, Bulletin n, 17, Rev. Donald Hebert, Nov. 1997, p. 3; Note: there is a dispute about the date of his Baptism. In her
book, Vidrine-Vedrines, Jacqueline Vidrine cites the Archives Municipal of Bordeaux that it was in the church of Ste. Croix in Bordeaux on 4
February 1754 (p.155). After his death at Cebanac, a memorial pleque that was placed in thoe church says his Baptism wes at St. Maixant 6f Bordeaux
in June 1755.

? Racines et Rameaux d'Acadie, Bulletin n. 17, Rev. Donald Hebert, Nov. 1997, p-3

3 Southwest Louisiana Records V, 2A, Rev, Donald Hebert, (Rayne, LA: Hebert Publicstions, 1997), p. 35

* Racines et Rameaux d'Acadie, Bulletin n. 15, Claude Massé, Jul, 1996, p. 15



In the/files of the Treasurer which have been preserved, there are 7 receipts written and signed by
Fr. Barriére for his salary from February 1785 to January 1788. And since the minutes of the
meetings of the administration between 1784 and 1791 do not mention a change in the position of
the assistant chaplain, he seems to have had those duties at the Home until the last staff meeting on
Matcﬁ 13, 1791, when the persecution of the Revolution in Bordeaux began.’

On Sunday, February 6, 1791, the Municipality of Bordeaux revealed a significant decision
regarding the chaplains of the various Homes dedicated to charity. Since their life and ministry were
considered public functions, all chaplains were required to take the oath to the Nation; if they
refused, they had to be removed and replaced.” The head chaplain at the Home for Abandoned
Chﬂd{en in Bordeaux, Abbé Audurean, declared that he would never take the oath. From Fr. Michel
- Barriére’s notes written later in the registers of his parish in Louisiana, we know that he also
refused.” Discussion about the consequences for the refusal to sign the oath continued in the months
- that fc ‘llowed, but it became clear that the two ghaplains would face them.? ' :

DEPARTURE FROM BORDEAUX

As Revolution progressed, Priests. who refused to sign the oath suffered the consequences
imposed by the State, especially in Bordeaux. They were jailed in great. numbers - no doubt in
appalling conditions - as well as deported. But in the long list of Priests who were put in jail, Fr.
Michel Barriére’s name is not found.’ Even still, according to the memorial plaque at the church of
Cabanac, Abbé Barriére was imprisoned during the Revolution and deported to America. Fr.
Spalding claimed that he escaped from a prison in Bordeaux and chose to flee the Revolution in
France, sailing from the port of Bordeaux to America.'’ Others have spectilated that he may have
even ?one so clandestinely.!! : ’ . e

e m—— DR KN Vg s

Fr. Barriére himself made a note in the Baptismal register - -

of St. Landry Church in Opelousas, LA, where he briefly
menﬁpns.his departure. In the note, he wrote about both
. “fleeing” “the horrors of amarchy” as well as being
“expelled from our country”. So even he doesn’t seem to
clarify the way he departed France.'” But whether he was
imprisoned and deported or freely chose to flee France, it
must have happened very quickly because at the beginning =
Fall of 1793, Fr. Barriére was already in Baltimore. T e

The hy of the Revolution indeed arrived, and the mortality rate rose very quickly. Abbé
A u, the head chaplain of the Home for Abandoned Children, was imprisoned and died on

mber 4, 1794 at the Blaye hospital. Other Priests died the same day, one of them with Fr.

Audu at the Blaye hospital and others at the Saint-André hospital in Bordeanx. During the
course of 1794, 167 Priests in Bordeaux refused to swear the oath, and most of them died during the
last si

months of that year, either at Saint-André hospital or the Blaye hospital if not by the
Guillptine." ‘

’lbid,pl 16; Sce also Southwest Loulsiana Records V.2A, Rov. Donald Hebest, (Rayno, LA: Hebert Publications, 1997), p. 39,
® Racines et Rameaux d'Acadle, Bulletin n. 15, Claude Massé, Jul. 1996, p. 16 S
7 Hl.m:IaI Sketch of the Parish of Opelousas, LA, Rev. Charles Souvay, CM., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volures 2-3, (St. Louis, MO:

1920)

:;z:ffli l:tRammd'Amdle.Bulleﬁnn.lS,ClaudoMassé.Jul. 1996, p. 17 )

1 es of the Early Catholic Missions of Kentucky, Rev. M.Y. Spelding, (Louisville: B.J, Webb and Brother, 1844), p. 63; See also Historical

Sketch af the Parish of Opelousas, L4, Rev. Charles Souvay, CM., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volumes 2-3, (St. Louis, MO: 1920), p.

245 and Priest Fled French Revolution, Jim Bradshaw

:; see Racines et Rameaux d'Acadie, Bulletin n. 15, Claude Massé, Jul. 1996, p. 19

Mgk:g ;)al Skgah of the Parish of Opelousas, LA, Rev. Charles Souvay, CM., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volumes 2-3, (St. Louis,
: 1920), p. .

" Racines et Rameaux d'Acadie, Bulletin n. 15, Claude Massé, Jul. 1996, p. 18




THE EMIGRE CLERGY

Whether Fr. Barri¢re had been deported or freely chose to become an €migré Priest is not known for
sure. But while many of his colleagues were suffering martyrdom, he was on a ship to America.'*
Indeed, the number of Priests who died during the French Revolution would’ve been much more if
so many of them had not immigrated; some estimate that as many as 40,000 did. Their refusal to
compromise with the Revolution was a great act of virtue, and therefore, commendable.
Immigration was certainly an easier option than the persecution of the Revolution. But at the same
time, fleeing France involved many sacrifices, both spiritual and physical. Many of the clergy were
totally destitute when they finally reached the countries which they hoped would receive them.

The great irony is that most Catholic countries refused to welcome the émigré clergy when they
arrived. For example, Austria and Bavaria rejected them, just as most of the Italian states. The Papal
States were the exception as the Holy Father received 5,000. Even many of the great Abbeys of
Europe denied to offer the émigrés their hospitality. The Abbey of Weingarten went so far as to
send the dogs out for any French Priest attempting to énter its cloister. On the other hand, Spain
welcomed the émigré clergy, as did the Catholic parts of Switzerland, which accepted and cared for
4,000, with the great Abbey of Einsiedeln spending massive amounts to help them. Perhaps, most
surprisingly, it was the Protestant nation of England that offered the greatest hospitality, receiving
nearly 10,000 Priests and 31 Bishops. Pope Pius VI later publicly thanked England for it.!®

Equally surprising is that a good number of the émigré clergy decided to make the 2 to 3 month
journey to the new world across the ocean. Distraught by the new regime and fearing either
execution or a different way of life they didn’t want, many Priests were part of the nearly 10,000
who braved the dangers and difficulties of travel across the Atlantic during the last decade of the
18" century.'®

ARRIVAL AND BEGINNINGS IN THE NEW WORLD

Either deported as a punishment or personally chosen to escape the Terror of the Revolution, Fr.
Barriére found himself - as one of the émigré clergy - in the new world. He arrived in Baltimore
during the summer of 1793. Bishop Carroll welcomed him and by that September, sent him to
Kentucky as Vicar General for the missionary territories. Sent with him was another native of
France and fellow émigré, Fr. Stephen Theodore Badin, who had just been ordained on May 25,
1793 - the first Catholic Priest ordained in the United States.

The two missionary Priests left Baltimore on September 6, 1793, and after
an incredibly difficult journey on foot over the Appalachian Mountains,
down terrible roads and through rough country, they arrived at Pittsburgh.
Then, l(:_:'11 November 3, they boarded a flatboat heading south down the Ohio
River. :

After 7 days of travel, they arrived at Gallipolis where most of the residents
were French Catholics who had been without a Pastor for a long time.'®
During their 3 days at Gallipolis, they sang a High Mass in the garrison and =~ === o
baptized 40 children. The French colonists were so delighted to have the  Fr. Stephen Badin
Priests in their village that the tears flowed as they were leaving.'

™ See note about passport, in Vedrines-Vidrine, Jacqueline Vidrine (Lafayette, LA: Acadiana Press, 1980), p. 155.

% For Altar and Throne: The Rising of the Vendee (1793-1796), Michael Davies, (St. Paul: Remnant Press, 1997), pp. 64-65

' A4 “Noble” Atiraction: French Revolutionary Exiles in the Trans-Appalachian West, Thomas C. Sosnowski, p. 31 in Ohio Academy of History
Proceedings, http://www.ohioacademyofhistory.org. 4

' See “Stephen Theodore Badin”, Camillus Maes, The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 2. (New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1907),
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02200b.htm.

“ On that ill-fated colony, see Lawrence J. Keany, S.J.: The Gallipolis Colony (1790), in The Catholic Historical Review. Vol. IV, No. 4 January
1819, pp. 415-451. :

' Historical Sketch of the Parish of Opelousas, LA, Rey. Charles Souvay, C.M., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volumes 2-3, (St. Louis,
MO: 1920), p. 244 : : :



They landed next at Maysville, where there were about 20 families. Having spent the first night in
an open mill 6 miles from Limestone, sleeping on the mill bags, with no covering, during a cold
night late in November, they then walked about 65 miles to Lexington.2

They larrived in Lexington on December 1, 1793 - the first Sunday of Advent. Fr. Badin offered
Holy |Mass for the first time in Kentucky there, in the house of Mr. Dennis McCarthy. Then
traveling 16 more miles that same day until he reached the Catholic settlement of Bardstown, he
brought their only chalice to Fr. Barriére who offered Holy Mass at White Sulphur.?!

Fr. Badin remained in Scott County for about 18 months, visiting the various Catholic settlements in
Kentycky while Fr. Barri¢re served the Catholic families around Bardstown. They would travel
from |mission to mission on horseback every day to visit their flock and minister to the sick.?
Before long, though, Fr. Barriére found the mission in the backwoods of Kentucky too difficult, and
particularly the English language.” So about 4 months after his arrival in Kentucky, he left
Louigville in April of 1794 in a pirogue and headed south down the Mississippi. Bishop Carroll later
expressed great disappointment that Fr. Barriére left the English settlements he had sent him to
serve| so soon after he arrived.? Likewise, Fr. Badin lamented that he had been left alone as a
novice in the missions.? But with great missionary zeal, Fr. Barri¢re headed for New Orleans where
he knew he could better serve those who spoke his native French.?¢

Since the Spanish government now owned Lower Louisiana, it was on guard for an attack by the -
French. Being a native of France, Fr. Barriére was arrested and detained in southern Missouri. He
wrote to the Spanish Governor of Louisiana explaining why he was going to New Orleans and was
released and allowed to continue down the'Mississippi.’ Fr. Barridre arrived safely in New
Orlea"ns,- and not long after, went to the Attakapas Post where he would minister zealously for 3
decades in the missionary territories. ‘ '

~ SERVING THE ACADIANS AT ATTAKAPAS

Arriving at Attakapas, Fr. Barriére claimed the Post of St.
Martinville as his headquarters. Like he had done during his

few months in Kentucky, he visited the homes of his g
parishioners throughout the whole area around the Attakapas J
Post | (to nearly every part of what is today the Diocese of ﬁ

Lafayetie), including areas not yet developed. It seems that
for his normal route, he crossed the bayou between Breaux
Bridge and Carencro, then went south and crossed the
Vermilion again just south of present-day Lafayette, and then
cros the Cote Gelee to return home. Of course, at other
time§ he traveled a different way. But one thing was sure:
Wh‘:%ﬁe returned to St. Martinville, he always recorded the

St Martin de Tours Church, c. early 1800's

sacraments he celebrated during his missionary journeys in the parish’s registers.?®

z ml p. 245
# See "‘Stephen Theodore Badin”, Camillus Mzes, The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol 2. (New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1907),
gupzl ww.newadvent.org/cathen/02200b.htm; See also A History of Kentucky and Kentuckians, Volume 1, E, Polk Johnson, p.458.
Dialy on the Frontier: Catholic and Protestant Relations, 1793-1883, Margaret DePalma, (Ohio: The Kent State University Press, 2004), p. 29.
BHnst ‘lcal Sketch of the Parish of Opelousas, LA, Rev. Charles Souvay, C.M., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volumes 2-3, (St. Louis, MO:
1920), p. 245: “He was nover sble, it seems, to get sufficient hold on the English, and his entries on the Registers of the Louisiana parishes where he
officiated bear witness.”; See also 4 “Noble” Attraction: French Revolutionary Exiles in the Trans-Appalachian West, Thomas C. Sosnowski, p. 37 in
ghio : y of History Proceedings, http://www.ohioecedemyofhistory.org. '
= Frontiers of Faith: Bringing Catholicism to the West in the Early Republic, John Dichtl, (Louisville: The University Press of Kentucky, 2008) p. 37
Dialogue on the Frontier: Catholic and Protestant Relations, 1793-1883, Margaret DePalma, (Ohio: The Kent State University Press, 2004), p. 29
s Theodore Badin”, Camillus Maes, The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol 2. (New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1907),
http:/, .newadvent.org/cathen/02200b.tm.
’:91;1;;, 2‘1‘ s.%etch of the Parish of Opelousas, LA, Rev. Charles Souvay, C.M., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volumes 2-3, (St. Louis, MO:
P

2 The T‘wa'ch of the Attakapas, 1750-1889, America Catholic Quarterly Review, Vol. xiv, 1889, PP. 462-487




Tracing his paths, Fr. Souvay gives us a glimpse of Fr. Barriére’s missionary zeal:

“From the testimony of the Church
Registers of St. Martin, it appears
that -during- the time of his
incumbency at the latter -place - %
(March 8, 1795 to October 1804),
Father Barriére visited this® i
neighborhood some 15 times.
These little salidas - to use his own
expression - took him habitually
three or four days. His customary

“stations were, about the site of the
modemn village of Carencro, at
Mrs. Arcenaux and Pierre Hebert's, |
although we find him occasionally
stopping with Pierre Bernard,
Francois Caramouche, Joseph
Mire, Joseph Breaux and, in 1804,
Frederic Mouton. Farther south, at the Grande Prairie, Father Barriére found the large plantation
of Jean Mouton “T’oncle, dit Chapeau”, where he never failed to £0; once in a while we meet
him also at the house of Marin Mouton, Jean's brother, of Anselme Thibodeaux, Don Nicolas
Rousseau, Joseph Hebert, Louis Trahan and Pierre Trahan. Still farther down along the Bayou,
he sometimes visited Mrs. Daygle and the Landrys, whilst on the Cote Gelee he was twice the
guest of Don Jean Baptiste Broussard and once of Jean Baptiste Comeaux.”? S

And as Fr. Souvay points out, it didn’t stop there:

“And should anyone be tempted to think that his pastoral visits to these quarters were too rare
and far apart, let him bethink himself that the good man had, besides his flock of St. Martin and
along the Vermillion, “other sheep that were not of this fold”. The territory under his spiritual
care was immense, and we see him once in a while saddle his horse for trips down the “Baillou
Tech,” as he writes, the Prairie St. Jacques, la Cote des Anglais, la Prairie Salee, la Cote des
Allemands, and returning by way of New Iberia (already in existence and known by that name),
where he stopped at the house of Joseph Saingermain, a native of Fort de Chartres, Illinois. At
other times he had to direct his course down the Bayou Vermillion, or yet en el parage de la
Punta, as he puts it, where he assembled the scattered Catholics of the neighborhood in the
habitation of Mrs. Claude Martin.”*® '

Through these missionary journeys, a conclusion can be made about Fr. Barriére. He was both a
good man who lived a simple life as well as an unselfish, pious, and zealous Priest who was loved
by those he served. His sincere interest in and lové for his parish is captured genuinely in the
records that he helped to preserve from his predecessors as well as those which he himself kept so
well.

In 1805, Fr. Barriére was replaced as Pastor of the parish of St. Martin by Fr. Isabey. He remained
in residence at St. Martinville, keeping the title of “Prétre approuvé pour tout le Diocese” (Priest
approved for the whole Diocese). There, he occasionally lent a helping hand to his successor and
even continued the practice of his occasional salidas to the outlying areas.?' For example, on March
31, 1812, he celebrated the marriage “au quartier du Carencros,” of Jean Baptiste Benoit of

» HMaiz'icaI .Vam;h of the Parish of Opelousas, LA, Rev. Chasles Souvay, C.M., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volumes 2-3, (St. Louis,
MO: 1920), p. 24
® Ibid.

n Ibid,



Opelousas and Helene Roger, of Carencro. He went back one week later - “sent by Father Isabey”
(as the note in the register is sure to point out) - for the marriage of Joseph Hebert and Justine
Guilbeau; and just a few months later, he was “au Vermilion,” witnessing the marriage of Joseph
Guedry and Marie Comeaux.>?

While in residence at St. Martin, there was one particular instance when all of his faithful
missionary works were almost crowned with martyrdom. As he was travelling around Lake
Chitimacha, he met up with a group of hostile Indians by surprise, and they were more than ready to
torture him and put him to death. They had already wrenched the nails off his fingers and toes when
the head of the tribe arrived. He surprisingly protected the missionary, commanded that the torture
be stopped immediately, and took care of him, making sure he returned safely to his home on the
Teche. And so once again, Fr. Barriére showed his great humility and modesty by neither recording
anything about this heroic struggle for the faith nor alluding to it in the many notes he made in the
pages of his church registers.*? -

SERVING THE CREOLES IN OPELOUSAS

In 1813, Fr. Barriére was moved a little further north where he was put “in charge of the parish of
Opelousas”. Even though he was now older, he could still saddle his horse for his missionary
Jjourneys throughout his parish, and these still occasionally presented extreme difficulties. Fr.
Barriére makes the note that while one of his parishioners on the prairie was dying, “he could not
receive the sacraments due to the high water which flooded everywhere because of the abundant
rains which we've received for over a month and the lack of bridges.”**

According to the Baptismal records, Fr. Barriére took a missionary excursion toward the middle of
November 1813, celebrating at least 18 baptisms. Though by this point he was no longer young, he
traveled through the “Prairie Mamow,” to James Campbell’s, then to Mrs. Hall’s, then again to
Dennis McDaniel’s at the head of “Bayou Chicot”, then to the “guartier called Baton Rouge™ at the
house of “Mr. [Jean] Baptiste de Vidrinne” (this is not the city which now serves as the Capital of
Louisiana on the Mississippi River, but a place on the outskirts of Prairie Mamou, in present-day
Ville Platte), and finally at Pierre Foret’s, in the “Prairie Ronde.””

It seems that on this missionary journey and others, Fr. Barriére encountered the matron of the
Vidrine family in Louisiana, Elizabeth de Monchervaux, several times during her sickness. She
must have been in the care of her son, Jean Baptiste, as Fr. Barriére notes in the record of her death
and burial that she spent “three long years™ at the quartier du Baton Rouge before dying there.
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Death record of Elizabeth Tisserand de Monchervaux in the archives of St. Landry Church in Opelousas

* Ibid, Register of Baptisms of Grand Coteau _

* Ibid, p. 252: This was told to Rev. F. L. Gassler, by an old Chitimacha woman of Charenton, LA, who was the daughter of Fr. Barritre’s deliverer.
* See St. Landry Church (Opelousas, LA), Death Register, V.1, p. 138.

* Historical Sketch of the Parish of Opelousas, LA, Rev, Charles Souvay, C.M., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volumes 2-3, (St. Louis,
MO: 1920), p. 246; See also St. Landry Church (Opelousas, LA) Baptism Register, Volume 2, p18.



As Fr. Barri¢re grew older, he may have had more free time to qmetly pass in his simple room. It
seems that he spent much of it musing over the past (a sure sign aging) as he went through the
parish records. It was difficult for him to keep from expressmg the strong memories and feelings the
records evoked, and he recorded them through his various notes in the margin, which make them
always interesting to read.

One of these notes is of particular interest for the Vidrine

family in Louisiana. In the first Baptismal register of St. i

Landry Church, there’s a note made in the margin next to . _ T, = ‘

the entry about Jean Pierre Baptiste Vidrine’s second son, o, T80 TR DA
Lisandre Jean Baptiste Vidrine, who had been baptized z By ool s

by Fr. Pedro de Zamora in August of 1791. The Spanish 4 T 13,‘:— %/ﬂ' ja&wm ;
Capuchin had recorded the name as he had most likely :' 5 u/&
heard it - incorrectly - as Bidrine. When he went through £ass ?f ,,-/ cpg et e f o

the registers years later, Fr. Barriére corrected it by noting 5% ; f{a antic ‘“’f ‘u:'j
that it was actually de Vidrenne (Védrines), and that he "/~ s coe. @ﬁﬁ“’ C«‘“""’; ,4:;2. 4
had known the family well in Bordeaux in 1770. It is not ;.z:; SRtE - e o

clear how he knew the Védrines family. He could have
known the brothers of Jean Baptiste Lepaise de Védrines Marginal note made in the Baptismal Register
who remained in France (two of them were monks in the

region of Bordeaux). Or if he was from the Diocese of Bazas (where he was ordained), he might
have known the family from their family home at the Chateau Doisy-Védrines near Barsac, which
was in the Diocese of Bazas.

Fr. Barriére retired once again when Fr. Rossi was assigned as the Pastor of Opelousas in 1818, but
remained in residence there. Just as in St. Martinville after Fr. Isabey's appointment, his name
continues to appear for some months in the records of the parish in Opelousas, serving faithfully
and quietly. And just as he had been before, he would be called to return once again to active duty.

RETURN TO VERMILIONVILLE

In May of 1822, Fr. Barriére was assigned as the first Pastor of the new parish of St. John at his old
mission of Vermilionville. He discussed his arrival in the note about the history of the parish, which
is on the tit_lc page of the register of Baptisms and Funerals of the Black Catholics:

“The Priestly functions have been exercised regularly in this parish during, or about the month of
June of this last year 1822. They were discharged by Father Brassac, rector of Grand Coteau,
since about the time of the foundation of this church. Either the Pastor of the Attakapas, or myself,
or the Pastor of Grand Coteau took care of this place before. Finally I was appointed resident
Pastor of it about May of last year; and since then, have baptized in particular the following...”

Even though he arrived at Vermilionville in 1822, the register
for black people didn’t begin until 1823, compiled from
various notes he had made at the time he celebrated the
sacraments. This delay in recording the entries was very
different from what he had done in years before. Could this
indicate that Fr. Barriére was now no longer the healthy and
active missionary who used to spend days and weeks
travelling on horseback from farm to farm across the prairies
to exercise his Priestly ministry? The records at
Vermilionville seem to indicate that they were written by an b

older man who was now weaker and more fragile. Replica of the first church at Vermilionville




For example, in one note he briefly mentions how sickness now slowed him down:

“I believe that these are all the Baptisms of slaves which I have performed, and also the burials at
which I presided, during or since the month of June to December, all in 1822; but as at that time I
fell very sick, it may well be that I forgot some of them, especially burials. For this reason I leave
here these two lines blank, to write them thereon, in case I should discover any.”35

He probably did forget some because there are no entries of burials performed by him even though
there were many deaths during the fall of 1822, due to the epidemic of yellow fever, which brought
so many difficulties throughout Louisiana that year.*’

He mentions his sickness again in another interesting entry of the burial of one of his own slaves:
“Casimir, negro belonging to Mr. Barriere, Pastor of this parish of St. John, died and was buried in
the cemetery of this parish, the 2™ or 3™ of the year 1823, during my great illness. He was the
natural son of Marie Louise and Michel, my negroes. In witness whereof  Barriére,. pastor of St.
John.” ‘

After he recovered from his “great illness”, Fr. Barriére completed his pastoral duties quietly and
humbly for about another year at Vermilionville. The active missionary life, which had been a great
part of his Priestly service for so many years on the Louisiana Prairie, was now more difficult for
him. As he approached the age of 70, he surely yearned to see his native land once again.

The final funeral Fr. Barriére celebrated at Vermilionville was on March 1, 1824. And his last
Baptism was a few days later on the 5. Shortly after, he sold his animals, tools and two slaves,
Francois, age 14 and Bernard, age 10 for $1,900.%® Then he boarded the ship for his native land of
Bordeaux after having lived and worked faithfully in Louisiana for 30 long years.

RESTORING THE CATHOLIC FAITH IN BORDEAUX

Several historians in America have erroneously asserted that Fr. Barridre died only 8 days after
returning to France.* In reality, however, it was 8 years. He returned to his motherland 20 years
after the Concordat was signed and religious peace had returned, but many of the churches were still
without a resident Priest or Pastor. Fr. Michel Barriére offered his services to the Archbishop, who
first thought that he should be given an important parish because of his background; but, at the same
time, it couldn’t be one that would be too heavy of a burden
for him since he was now 68 years old. At the edge of the
Archdiocese of Bordeaux, the parish of Saucats was open.
The Archbishop offered it to Fr. Barriére, but he refused it.
But just as he had down so often in his missionary
endeavors in Louisiana, he settled for a Parish in the forest,
which had no Priest for more than a quarter century.*’

The Municipal Council of Cabanac had asked the
Archbishop for several years for a resident Priest. Finally,

they were given one. Fr. Barriére was appointed Curé on St. Martin Church in Cabanac, France
December 1, 1824.

* Historical Sketch of the Parish of Opelousas, LA, Rev. Charles Souvay, C.M., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volumes 2-3, (St. Louis,

MO: 1920), p. 253

¥ Ibid., p. 254

* Racines et Rameaux d'Acadie, Bulletin n. 17, Rev. Donald Hebert, Nov. 1997, p. 4; See also Southwest Louisiana Records V. 2A, Rev. Donald

Hebert, (Rayne, LA: Hebert Publications, 1997), p.37.

¥ Sketches of the Early Catholic Missions of Kentucky, Rev. M.J. Spalding, (Louisville: B.J. Webb and Brother, 1844), p. 63; See also Historical

Sketch of the Parish of Opelousas, LA, Rev. Charles Souvay, C.M., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volumes 2-3, (St. Louis, MO: 1920), p.

245 and Priest Fled French Revolution, Jim Bradshaw

“ Fr. Hebert notes thot one of his father’s last big business deals as the clerk of the Table Marbre was the forest of Cabanac. “Was it to find his

;qbﬂdhnodl?memori&s that Fr. Barriere preferred to finish his life in this place?” See Racines ef Ramemux d ‘Acadie, Bulletin n. 17, Rev. Donald Hebert,
ov. 1997,p.3



His arrival was in many ways provrdenual, and he was welcomed with great enthusiasm. Even
though there was no longer a rectory since the last one had been taken over by the State and sold,
the parishioners didn’t hesitate to raise the money to accommodate their new Pastor. A new rectory
was built, with all the parishioners participating. 4 Fr. Barriére found himself surrounded by the
same spirit of the people he had served in Louisiana. He generously served the faithful at Cabanao—
Villagrain until he died on October 2, 1832. -

" The stone plaque erected in his honor in the
church of Cabanac proves how much his
parishioners loved their Pastor. Their words
- indicate that they knew about his suffering
and fight for his faith during the Revolution
.and revered him for having devoted his life
-to those most in need: children abandoned at
birth by their mother, the Acadians and
Creoles both seeking their new homeland in
Louisiana, and finally; his fellow citizens of
France, whom the Revolution " had
abandoned in their forests thhout amy T nE e
spiritual aid. Death certificate of Fr. Barriére

Yes, Fr. Barriére lived an extraordinary life as a tremendous Priest. And yes, . that life should be
better known, particularly by those who owe much to his loving service to their ancestors and their
parish’s history. May he now enjoy trué rest from his labors and réceive the reward of etemal
happmess promised to those who remained fmthﬁll even through persecutxon and the hardships of
missiopary life. - .

41 See the history of the parish, mlmmmmmmwzmmm



Timeline of the life of Fr. Michel Bernard Barrriere

30 May 1755 Born at Bordeaux and baptized at the Cathedral of St. Andre*

1770 " Knows the de Védrines family well®
1782 Ordained a Priest at Bazas*
Feb 1785-Nov 1791 Chaplain at Home for abandoned children*®
1792 Imprisoned (and forced to embark for America)*®
8 May 1793 Passport to leave France*’
~ Late summer 1793 Arrived in Baltimore®®
6 Sepl 1793 Left Baltizpore for_Ke.nmck.y as the Vicar General of Bislfog Carroll
for those remote districts with Fr. Stephen Theodore Badin
Apr 1794 Left Kentucky for New Orleans, then to Attakapas
8 Mar 1795 - Oct 1804 Pastor of St. Martin de Tours, Attakapas Post (St. Martinville, LA)*
1804-1813 In residence at St. Martinville, LA*'
1813 - 1817 Pastor of St. Landry Church, Opelousas, LA
8 Sept 1816 Burial of Elizabeth de Moncharvaux de Védrines™
1818-1822 In residence at Opelousas, LA
May 1822 - March 1824 (First) Pastor of St. John, Vermilionville (Lafayette, LA)
16 h 1824 Returned to Diocese of Bordeaux>*
1 Deg 1824 - 1832 Pastor of St. Martin church in Cabanac®
2 Oct|1832 Died at Cabanac (age: 76)°°
:"%cd ths et Rameaios d'Acadie, Bulletin n. 15, Clzude Massé, Jul 1996, p. 15

“ Racinps et Rameauox d'Acadle, Bulletin n. 15, Claude Massé, Jul 1996, p. 18
b Vidrfai’e-l'édrius: Our Védrines in France, Jacqueline Vidrine (Lafayette, LA: Acadiana Press, 1980), p. 155
“® Historical Sketch of the Parish of Opelousas, LA, Rev. Charles Souvay, CM., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volumes 2-3, (St. Louis,

of the Attakapas, 1750-1889, America Catholic Quarterly Review, Vol. xiv, 1889, pp- 476477

2 g record, St. Landry Church, Bk 1
» Hlsgr,igil Sla;;ch of the Parish of Opelousas, LA, Rev. Charles Souvay, C.M., Saint Louis Catholic Historical Review, Volumes 2-3, (St. Louis,
MO: p. 253
“ Rachfp et Rameaux d'dcadie, Bulletin p. 15, Claude Massé, July 1996, p. 15; Bulletin n. 17, Rev. Donald Hebert, Nov 1997,p.5
:Racim €t Rameaux d'Acadle, Bulletin n. 15, Claude Massé, July 1996, p. 15; 20
Ibid, p. 15
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SOILEAU-PELLERIN
A GENEALOGICAL SUMMARY
BY JACQUELINE OLIVIER VIDRINE

REPRINT FROM SPRING 1981 ISSUE

An article on the Noel SOILEAU who came to America in 1719 was accepted for publication by the
Attakapas Gazette in the Fall of 1979. The first part appeared in volume XV, no. 1, spring 1981. In
response to telephone calls and letters, a summary of his ancestry is presented below.

Noel Soileau, born November 28, 1700 in.Mezieres, Department of Ardennes in France, died on ju_ne 4,
1757, in Pointe Coupee parish. As widower of Marie Bordeaux, he contracted marriage on June 28,
1737 with Marie Josephe Richaume, widow of Jean Fradin dit Xaintonge.

Noel was the son of Jean Baptiste Soileau, of the Parish of Clavy, and of Elizabeth Pellerin who had
married in the bride’s Parish, Mezieres, on February 22, 1700. Besides Noel, known children of this
marriage are Ponce {male), born July 31, 1702; Jeanne-Marie, born April 19, 1704; and Ponce (male),
. born August 9, 1706.

Jean Baptiste Soileau died only a year later and was buried in Mezieres on August 23, 1707. His parents
were Noel Soileau (no further data) and Marie Rondeau (born Decembr 10 1623 in Mezieres, deceased
: by th tlme her son married in 1700.) ‘

Ellzab th Pellerm, born September 24,1680 in Mezleres, was asistr of the Gerard Pellerin who died in
New Qrleans on April 9, 1737. They were children of Robert Pellerin (born about 1649, died February
12, 1689) and Elizabeth Foulon (born June 30, 1660, died May 29, 1720) who had married in March 19,
1676, were probably her parents. Two paternal uncles of Elizabeth Pellerin were Philippe Pellerin and
Guillaume Pellerin, procurer du Roi a 'hotel de Ville in 1700. Ean Foulon, soudiacre et channaine d
l'egllse collegiage de Mezieres in 1700, may be her maternal uncle or cousin, and Gerard Paton, canon of
Saint-Pierre at Mezieres in 1676, may be a brother of her probable grandmother Dacquette.

Sources:

Archives Departementales d’Ardennes, 10, rue de la Porte du Bourgogne, Mezieres, Franch.
Louisiana Historical Quarterly, volume 9, page 26. |
Forsyth and Pleasonton, Louisiana Marriage Contracts 1725-1758, New. Orleans: Polyenthos, 1980

(The author would be grateful for corrections and for further information from France.)
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EVANGELINE GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
POST OFFICE BOX 664
VILLE PLATTE, LA 70586

Officers: La Voix des Praires is published
President: Jane F Vidrine Quarterly in January, April, July, and
Vice-President: Donna D. Johnson October.

Secretary: Mardell Sibley

Editors: Jane F. Vidrine & Mardell Sibley

Treasurer: Mardell Sibley

Advisor: Mary Foster-Galasso & Jaqueline O Vidrine

Meetings of the Society are held on the third Saturday of January, April, July and
October at 9:30 a.m. in the Louisiana Room of the Evangeline Parish Public Library,
242 West Main Street, Ville Platte, Louisiana.

Currently members’ dues are $15.00 annually for individuals, $20.00 for couples, and
$25.00 for organizations and Institutions based on the calendar year. Members receive
a copy of the quarterly journal “La Voix des Prairies”. Single copies of back issues of
the quarterly are $6.00 each mailed first class postage paid by the requestor. o

Policy of the Society will be formulated and directed by the Executive Board. The
material for the quarterly is copyrighted and cannot be used or reproduced without
permission of the editor or the Executive Board. The Society does not assume
responsibility for accuracy of the information submitted and published, nor does it
assume responsibility for any copyright infringement of submitted and published
material. The Society solicits material of genealogical/historical interest, particularly
articles which pertain to this area. The quarterly will print all queries that contain the
necessary items such as names, dates, date references, places or place references.

Quarterly exchange will take place with other genealogical and/ or historical societies.
The exchanges received will be placed in the Genealogy section of the Evangeline
Parish Library in the permanent holdings of the Society.

Acquisitions/donations: The Society has an ongoing project of acquiring books,
periodicals, and other materials to place in the Genealogy section of the parish library.
We ask for donations of such books and materials which will be placed in the library as
gifts from the Society and bearing a bookplate with the name of the donor. Memorials
and honorariums are welcome.

Address: LA VOIX DES PRAIRIES, P.O. BOX 664, Ville Platte, LA 70586.
Evangeline Genealogical and Historical Society, P.O. Box 664, Ville Platte, LA 70586.
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Happy New Year! Here we are 6ff to a new year: By the time you get this issue, we
have alr‘eady had our January 2015 meeting. At this meeting one of the things we do at
our Januyary meeting is appoint officers for the current year. Here are the resuits:
President: Jane F. Vidrine;

Vice President: Donna D. Johnson;

Secretary Mardell Sibley;

Treasurer: Mardell Sibley;

Newslet;er co-editors: Jane-F. Vidrine & Mardell Sibley.

Advnsors1 Mary Foster-Galasso & Jacqueline O. Vidrine

The membership year begins in January.. Renewal forms will be available at the -
meeting, Although many of you may have already renewed, maybe other friends and
family would like to join. This membership includes a quarterly issue of our publlcatton,
access to experienced genealogists; make new friends, visiting with old ones and ,
learning those very helpful hints and tips for your research. Mail your check or money '
to the address on the front of the publication and renew now to make sure you don’t
miss an jssue. LT

We nowlhave a Facebook page and an email address. On Facebook post or comment’
some of your great finds of your research. Inquiries may be emailed to:
eqhsvo@vahoo.com. .

Our ne ; meetlng wnll be Saturday, Aprll 18 2015 at the Evangelme Pansh lerary, Vllle
Plate, LA. . - . S A _ A v

JaneF. idrine and Mardell Sibley

THE E‘VANGEL,IN_E GENEALOGICAL & HIQTQRIQAL SOCIETY
Conten . . , AU
Alexis Etienne Grasset LaTour-Blanche
1860 Census record, page 204 “LaTour, Alexis”
1870 Census record, page 2, “ LaTour, Alexis"
Photo of LaTour, Alexis grave
Document of LaTour family

Marr,iage license of Francois Brignac and Adelaide Vidrine and photo
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Alexis Etienne Grasset LaTour-Blanche

ReplieS' 1

Alexis 1 tlenne Grasset LaTour-Blanche

Harrison| Thomas LaTour (Vlew posts )Posted: 6 Jul 2006 3:29PM
Classification: Query: :

Surnames: LaTour =~ ‘

Name: Allexis Etienne Grasset LaTour-Blanche

Sex: M

Birth: 6 APR 1807 in BERGERAC, DORDOGNE, FRANCE

Death: 15 MAR 1870 in ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA, UNITED STATES
Religion; CATHOLIC

Event: 1860 Census 1860 OPELOUSAS, ST. LANDRY PARISH, LOUISIANA
Reference Number: 121

Note:

Dordonge, France

Aujourd'hui sepnA ‘me avril mille huit cent huit, devant nous’ T
soussignA© Jean VALETON BOISSIERE, officier public, maire de BERGERAC chef lieu de
sous pr. ©fecture du 4 A "me arrondissement du dA©partement de la Dordogne dans la salle de
la mairie est comparu Jean GRASSET LouisianaTOUR, capltame pensionnA©, habltant en cette
commute, qui nous a prA©sentA© un enfant dont le -

sexe est masculin, auquel a A©tA© donneA© les prA@noms de A%stienne Alexis, A
dA©clarA© ledit GRASSET LouisianaTOUR que cet enfant naquit le jour d4€™hier A 9
heures du matin qua€™il est son file LA©gitime et de Marie BERTRAND, son ACpouse. Cette
dA©claration a ACtA© faite en prA©sence de sieur Jean LESPINASSE, propnA@talre
agriculteur et de Gabriel CAILLOUX, employA@ A 1a€™octroi de BERGERAC, lesquels on'
signA© avec le pA're, et nous, aprA”s avoir entendu lecture du prA@sent acte.

LOUISIANA NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES .~

THE AIT,)us LA TOUR HOUSE

The Alexis LaTour House (1835-7) is a story-and-a-half bousillage Creole house located in the
parish seat of Ville Platte. Despite a number of alterations, the house retains enough of its-
original architectural character to merit listing on the National REGISTER. '

The LaTour House began in 1835 as a small cottage one room wide and two rooms deep, with a
front gallery. In 1837 two more rooms were added along with an American central hall. The new




enlarged house had something of a Greek Revival look with amore or less symmetrical facade
and a central doorway with tfansom and side lights. The house- - =~ + =+ = -~ . ¢~
also had numerous traditional Creole features such as an exterior staircase, bousillage
construction, beaded clapboarding, exposed beaded ceiling beams, and beaded ceiling boards. In
addition, the 1835 part of the house had an unusual looking mantel with cove moldings, panels,
and a large central lozenge motif. Other mantels in the houise ST VT LI -
were more conventional with panels and pilasters, but they too had a curious style.

In about 1900 a pair of large Quéen Anne Re'\;ii'al dormeré were added ﬁont and fear, along with
a large rear wing. In addition, many of the windows and doors were replaced and the hall ceiling-
and garret were sheathed in narrow gauge beaded board. Finally, the front staircase was replaced.

In recent years many of the downstairs rooms have been resheathed in.either plywood paneling "
or bagasse board. In addition, all of the gallery columns were replaced and scroll brackets were
added. : :

Assessment of Integrity

There is no doubt that the LaTour House has had more than one set of columns since it was built.
Taken without the brackets, the present solid wood gallery posts are probably fairly close to the
original columns. Of course, the brackets are easily removable. In our opinion, the house is still
easily recognizable for its early date and style. It still retains.its basic Creole cottage shape as
well as its bousillage

construction. Moreover, it retains vital decorative features such as mantels and copious beading.
Even with the loss of some of its original details, it is still the most richly detailed early house in -
the parish. (See tem 8.).. . = PP A

To the rear of the hoﬁse isa small non&ésbrip.t shed Whichi may or may not be ﬁﬁy yearé,old, e
Because it does not relate to the architectural significance of the main house, it is listed as a non-
contributing element. ' S , EESE o

Specific dates 1835-37 - - ..
Builder/Architect Builder: Alexis LaTour = -

Statement of Signiﬁcahce (in one paragfaph)
Criterion C . S

The LaTour House is locally significant in the-area of architecture as an early and important. .
structure within the context of Evangeline PARISH.,

Evangeline, once the northwestern part of Imperial St. Landry PARISH, broke off to form its
own parish unit in 1910. According to the historical record, settlement began in the late. .
eighteenth century, and-by the mid-nineteenth century the area was fairly well populated. Ville .
Platte (where

the LaTour House is located) was incorporated in 1858 and is the parish's oldest town. Little is. -
known of Evangeline's, early architecture, but presumably, there - was the usual mix of Creole ..



|
structures and structures combmmg Creole and American features such as the LaTour House.
This,

of com'se; was the typlcal archltectural pattem for French panshes durmg the penod 1820 to
1860. , .

It should e noted that very little survives in Evangehne PARISH from before about 1880. Of the
handful of early structures that do remain, the LaTour House is certainly the finest. As far as the -
State Historic Preservation Office can determine, all of the other earlier structures-in the parish
are humble one or two room cabins of indeterminate date with little or nothmg in the way of
architectyral detaxhng By contrast, the

LaTour House is as large as a medium size plantatlon house of the period. Moreover it is well .
detailed, with decorative mantels, beaded clapboards, exposed beaded cellmg beams, and beaded
ceiling boards Clearly it is the archltectural landmark of the pansh. . 3

Hlstoncal Note

It is said that Ville Platte was named in the parlor of the LaTour House, whlch could be true, but
is very difficult to document. - . : .

Major Bibliographical References - -

Conveyance Records, Evangeline PARISH.
‘

|
Joseph Aldebert To Pierre Labyche
Sale of negroes
Recordej 3 may 1837

State of LOUISIANA PARISH of St. Landry Opelousas. Be it Known that this third day of May
in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty seven Before me George ng PARISH Judge
and ex-officio Notary Public in and for the

Parish of{ St. Landry residing in the Town of Opelousas. Personally Came and Appeared, J. oseph
Aldebert], resxdmg in the Town of Opelousas, who declared, that for and in consideration of the
sum of sixteen hundred dollars Cash to

him in hands Paid By Pierre Labyche, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged he the said -
Joseph Aldebert do by these presents, grant, Bargain, sell, convey transfer, assign, set over, with
a full tee against all troubles, debts mortgages claims, evictions, Donations, Alienations,
or other

encumberance whatsoever unto Pierre Labyche residing in the said Town of Opelousas here
present and Accepting, his heirs and assigns and Acknowledging possession thereof two certam ~
negroes Boy slaves for life, towit, Same [Sam?]

aged ab[ou]t. fourteen years & Bobb aged ab[oult. thirteen years warranted free from the vices
and maladies prescribed by Law and being the same which the present sellor [sic] Acquired ﬁom
William Moore By Act passed Before

Pierre Labyche Notary Public on the Third day of September in the year one thousand eight




hundred and thirty four. From the certificate of the recorder of mortgages of the said PARISH of
St. Landry it appears no mortgage exist[s] on the said two slaves against the said Joseph
Aldebert. To have and to hold IR U
the said two slaves, unto the said purchaser his heirs and assigns to their proper use and behalf -
for ever and the said sellor [sic] for himself and his heirs the said two slaves t o the said
Purchaser his heirs and assigns, shall and will warrant and forever defend again(s]t the Lawful
claims of all persons whomsoever by thesé presents and the'said Vendor does ‘moreover
subrogate the said purchaser to-al the rights and actions of warranty which he has or may have
against his-own Vendor as Against the vendors of his Vendor fully oo oo
authorising [sic] said purchaser to exercise the said rights and Actions in the same manner as he:
himself might or could have done. This done and passed in my office in the Town of Opelousas
aforesaid in the presence of Louis : S Coe
Nicolas Moulin and Alixus LaTour competent witnesses of an full age and domicilated [sic] in’
the Town who bave hereunto signed their names together with the said Parties, and me the said
Notary & ex-officio [Notary Public] the SRR
day and year first above written.

Joseph Aldebert Labyche Mbulin Alixis LaTour Geo. King P. Judge

Name: Alexis LaTour

Land Office: OPELOUSAS
- Sequence #: 1 '

Document Number: 2697
‘Total Acres: 94.78

Signature: Yes

Canceled Document: No

Issue Date: October 01, 1845

Mineral Rights Reserved: No

Metes and Bounds: No - :

Statutory Reference: 3 Stat. 566

Multiple Warantee Names: No - .

Act or Treaty: April 24, 1820

Multiple Patentee Names: No

Entry Classification: Sale-Cash Entries S
Land Description: 1 1 LOUISIANA No 4 S 2 E 21

Name: Alexis LaTour -
Land Office: OPELOUSA.
Sequence#:1 - -
Document Number: 269
Total Acres: 101.8
Signature: Yes.. -
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Canceled Document: No

Issue Date: June 01, 1846

Mineral Rights Reserved: No

Metes and Bounds: No

Statutory Reference: 3 Stat. 566

Multiple Warantee Names: No

Act or Treaty: April 24, 1820

Multiple Patentee Names: No

Entry Classification: Sale-Cash Entries

Land Description: 1 2 LOUISIANA No 4 S2E 21

Name: Alexis LaTour
Land Office: OPELOUSAS

o Sequence #: 1

Document Number: 7837
Total Acres: 40.53

Signature: Yes

Canceled Document: No
Issue Date: December 1, 1860
Mineral Rights Reserved: No
Metes and Bounds: No

Statutory Reference: 3 Stat. 566

Multiple Warantee Names: No
. Actor Treaty: April 24, 1820
- Multiple Patentee Names: No
" Entry Classification: Sale-Cash Entries

Land Description: 1 SWNE LOUISIANANo5S 1 W 8
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How do yo... Park City...

lear lane,...

Aujourdhutl septiéne avrtl mille huit cent hutt, devant
soussigné Jean VALETON BDISSIERE, officier gpublic,
Bergerac,
du departemant de la Dordogne,
compary Jean GRASSET LATOUR,
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Alexis.
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STATE OF LOUISIANA, PARISH OF ST. LANDRY

o Any Minister of the Gospel, Judge or Justice of Peace of the Parish of St. Landry—GREETING: .
You are hereby authorized and empowered to unite in the Bonds of Matrimony, according to law and established rules,

iT;

d M

And when you shall have done so, that you certify to same on the reverse hereof, yourself and three witnesses, as required and return within thirty days to the office
i the Clerk of the District Court in and for the Parish of St. Landry,

Given under my hand and seal of office, as Clerk of said Court, in and for the Parish of St, Landry

e day of. 18

Clerk.

STATE OF LOUISIANA

PARISH OF ST. LANDRY ProcEss VERBAL OF MARRIAGE
THIS IS TO CERTIFY, That I, , have this,
¢ /QM day of ! A. D. 18.&.£., united in the Holy Bonds of Matrimony

SASSENIIA
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