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THE IMPORTANCE OF SURNAMES AND DATES
by :
Ann Ladebauche

Consider the following various spellings of the surname. I ran into this doing
some research for a friend in Florida. Haven't heard if she is happy I found it or not. It
seems the actual spelling of the surname is BYERLEIN. Some of the variations could be:
Bierlein, Beierlein, Beyerlein, Byerlein, Beerline and many others, use your imagination!

In Volume 32, Page 6 of the Record of the Second Michigan Cavalry, Civil War,
1861-1863, the following was noted:

BEERLINE, MATHIAS. Enlisted in company A., Second Cavalry, Jan. 27, 1864, at East
Saginaw, for 3 years, age 33. Mustered Feb. 3, 1864. Joined regiment at Cleveland,
Tenn., April 18, 1864. Mustered out at Macon, Ga., Aug. 17, 1865. Died March 18,
1879. Buried at Saginaw, Michigan.

(Name is pronounced the same, but the difference in spelling lead to a lot of different
variations searching death records, etc.)

AS RECORDED IN THE DEATH BOOK AT SAGINAW COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE:

MATHIAS BEYERLEIN

BOOK B, PAGE 16, #317

DIED: APRIL 20, 1879

RESIDENCE, EAST SAGINAW

AGE 48

CAUSE OF DEATH: ACCIDENTAL DROWNING
BORN: GERMANY

RECORDED: MAY 24, 1880

In the Saginaw Morning Herald, East Saginaw, Tuesday, April 29, 1879, Page 1, the
following article appeared:

FINDS A WATERY GRAVE

The body of man found floating in the river - recognized as that of Mathias Beierlein -
He meets his death by drowning.

Just as the excitement caused by the discovery of the dead boy of Benjamin Young began
to abate, are we called upon to chronicle the death of another human being under
circumstances about as mysterious. About 1 o'clock yesterday afiernoon, as several
young lads were playing about the dock in the rear of C. & E. TenEyck's shingle mill on
Water street , where they usually go to enjoy the noon hour, they noticed a body of some
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kind floating by in the river. They were not sure what it was, but immediately notified the
Captain of the little fore-and-after, "Rival", of Bay City, which was lying at the dock,
discharging a load of gravel. This gentleman immediately got hold of the body, which
was then discovered to be that of a man. A rope was made fast to it, and then tied to the
stern of the boat, where the body remained in the water until the arrival of Dr. B. B. Ross,
Coroner, who was soon upon the scene. A jury was then impaneled, consisting of
Messrs. George Crabbe, Rueben Fairchilds, Samuel Farmer, Ora B. Warner, H. Wilson
and Tom Kenney, after which the body was taken from the water. It presented terrible
spectacle, being covered from head to foot with a thick coating of mud , it being
necessary to drench the body with several pails of water before the features of the face
could be seen. The body was then taken to the morgue, on German Street, where it now
lies. The corner's inquest was held at the office of Dr. Ross where evidence of the boys
who found the body was taken, which was, in substance that they saw the body floating
on the river at that point, and had notified the captain of the boat, who had made fast a
line to it. After hearing this evidence the inquest was adjourned until today at 12:30
o'clock. An examination of the unfortunate man, he had clearly met his death by
drowning, but as regards the manner in which he came to get into the water is as yet
unknown. The body was clothed in a full suit of dark cashmere, had on two pairs of
pants and three cotton shirts, two of which were stripped. On his feet were stri pped
woolen socks and a pair of low shoes that tied in front. The pants were held in place by
a red sash around the waist. Nothing was found in the pockets but a cuff button and a
broken tooth. An examination of the man's mouth revealed the fact that all of the inssor
tecth were gone with the exception of one. The man is of dark complexion, with black
hair, black chin whiskers and moustached, is five feet five and one-half inches in height
and in life probably weighed about 150 pounds.

The man was at first recognized by several persons as that of 2 man named Joseph Fisher,
who boards at the Farmers' Home on Genesee Street, but a short time after Mr. Louis
Miller, the proprietor of that hotel viewed the remains and at once said that was not the
man's name, as Mr. Fisher had been at the hotel yesterday morning. In the course of the
afternoon the remains were viewed by Mr. John Loesch and several others, who at once
pronounced them to be those of Mathias Beierlein. Mr. Loesch further recognized him
by the clothes he wore, they having been given to him by himself about six months ago.
The socks which the deceased had on had also been given to him by Mr. Loesch. Mr.
George Beierlein who clerks at Woodruff's fruit stand, also recognized the remains as
those of his father, though the absence of the hair made it rather difficult. There seems to
be no question, however, but that the body found is that of Mr. Beierlein. Dr. James gave
it as his opinion that the body had been in the water about ten or fourteen days, perhaps
longer. The appearance and condition of the body proved that it had been in the water
for some time, the storm of Sunday probably bringing it to the surface.

Mr. Beierlein leaves a wife and seven children, all of who reside in this city, their
residence being at the corner of Lapeer and Fourteenth streets. He, however, has not
lived with them for a number of years, as he was of a worthless character and would not
be tolerated by them on account of his dissipated habits. He gained his living mainly by
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doing chores for saloons, and whatever odd jobs he could get, having not settled home.
He was last seen alive about two weeks ago, several parties remembering to have seen
him about that time. The probabilities are that while in an intoxicated condition he had
wandered to the docks and, falling off, had so met his death. The deceased, during the
Civil War was a member of Company A, 2d Regiment of Michigan cavalry, being
honorably discharged on the 17th of August, 1865. According to his discharge papers, he
was in his 49th year at the time of his death. He has been a resident of this city for about
25 years. His father is now living in this city, and is now at the ripe old age of 89 years.
The inquest will be resumed to day.

There also appears in the Saginaw Herald Weekly on May 1, 1879 Thursday, East
Saginaw, Page 1, the same article, word for word.

FOUND IN THE SAGINAW MORNING HERALD, EAST SAGINAW
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 1879
PAGE 1

THE END

The body of Mathias Beierlein, the unfortunate man found floating in the river was
buried yesterday afiernoon, the expenses being borne by the city. The body was attended
to grave by members of the family, among who could be seen the aged father and mother
of the deceased, the former being known to be 104 years of age.

The inquest was resumed yesterday afternoon at the office Dr. B. B.Ross, coroner. The
tirst witness sworn was Mr. John Loesch, who testified substantially as was stated in the
HERALD yesterday. The deceased was last seen alive by him on the evening of the 12th,
between seven and eight o'clock, when he was in a sober condition. Dr. James in his
examination gave it as his opinion that death was caused by drowning; no marks of
violence were to be found. The father of the deceased stated that he had been missing for
sometime and that diligent search had been made for him. He was satisfied that was his
son. The identity of the body was fully established and the jury, after a short
deliberation, gave a verdict of "accidental drowning".

If the City buried him, there is no headstone, but it would have been in the Brady Hill
Cemetery Potter's Field as that was the city owned cemetery at the time, 1879. No
record was found in the City Council Meeting Minutes around that time.

As far as I can see this is THE END.
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THE SAGINAW COURIER HERALD
Wednesday
20 May 1908 Page 3

JURY ACQUITS ON BURGLARY CHARGE
William HINTZ Held not Guilty of Robbing Home of C W PORTER
Not Called on Stand in His Own Behalf

Testimony of Alleged Accomplice Only Evidence Against Him—
Re-Arrested on Charge of Larceny

William HINTZ, who was placed on trial Monday afternoon in Judge Wm Glover GAGE’S court,
charged with burglarizing the home of C W PORTER, Sheridan avenue, on the night of Feb 2, was
acquitted yesterday afternoon, the jury being out only about one hour. Percy WALL, who pleaded guilty to
his part in the burglary and who stated that HINTZ was his accomplice, was the only witness the people
produced to connect HINTZ with the crime. The defense put one witness on the stand, a sister of the
accused, who testified that he was at home on the evening the burglary was committed. The defense
refrained from putting HINTZ on the stand.

HINTZ is the prisoner who created a sensation in the county jail some weeks ago by attempting to
hang himself in his cell after he had set fire to the contents of his mattress. During the time he has been
confined in the jail he has kept the sheriff and turnkey on the alert as they regard him as a very slippery
fellow. He was much elated over the result of the trial and proposed to leave the court room at once but he
was escorted back to jail. Officer JORDAN being on hand with a warrant charging him with larceny from
a dwelling in the day time. The complaint on which the warrant was issued was made by Mrs Mary E
BROOKER of 324 North Weadock avenue, who charged that HINTZ stole a gold watch worth $25 and
$20 in money from her home in the day time on April 13, last.

Not Surprised at Warrant

HINTZ was not altogether surprised on being served with this warrant, but the despondency which
led him to attempt to commit suicide had now given place to bravado. He was inclined to treat his second
arrest as a joke and professed to believe that he would get bonds as soon as an opportunity was afforded
and would get out of this affair as easily as the last one. Prosecuting Attorney PURCELL, who conducted
the burglary prosecution, said last evening: “WALL was the only witness we had and the testimony of an
accomplice seldom has great weight. We would have stood a better chance of conviction if HINTZ had
taken the stand. The last case commenced against him is a strong one.”

SAGINAW COURIER HERALD
Thursday
7 July 1904 Page 7

On Friday representatives of the City Federation, W C T U, will make their annual visit to the
poor farm. All who can go are requested to do so. The buss provided for the occasion will leave the south
end at 1 o’clock and will stop at the comer of Fayette and Gratiot, and at the corner of Michigan and
Genesee at the north end.

C E BRENNER returned from point Lookout yesterday. He says that the weather is fine and the
bathing excellent. The store and hotel are now open. A S GEHL running the latter. The families of C E
BRENNER, Wm H KIENKE, Theodore HUSS, Charles LEE, and Misses Edith and Lulu BROWN, all of
Saginaw, are at the Point this season.: This morning at 9 0°clock the boat will leave at the foot of Ames
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street, and the families of Judge BEACH, George DEINDORFER and Chas A KHUEN will be among the
passengers.

PERSONAL MOVEMENTS
W L SMITH is in Detroit on business
Theo W MYERS is in Owosso on business
Mrs Benton HANCHETT is home from Chicago
Walter A BAUM is visiting friends in Chicago
Carrie MONK of Ivy is visiting friends in the city
W H WALLACE of Bay Port is a guest at the Bancroft
Mrs Joseph K RICKEY is visiting in Clarinda Ia
Arthur LORANGER of Hammond, La is at the Bancroft
Miss Grayce MYERS is visiting friends in Ontario and Ohio
Mrs Robert BOYD departed for Higgins Lake yesterday
Gilbert M STARK and family left for Higgins Lake yesterday
R C MORLEY has returned from his visit at Higgins Lake
Mrs Gaertner G OWEN returned last evening from Charlevoix
Fred HELFRECHT of Sanilac is the guest of Saginaw friends
Mrs John M BROOKS is spending a few weeks at Spring Lake
Mrs A W LANCASHIRE and family left for Higgins Lake yesterday
Mrs Arthur BARNARD and Newell BARNARD leave today for Higgins Lake
Miss Minnie BLOCH of Freeland left for Flint on a three weeks’ visit
Mrs A L BUTTON is visiting with Mrs W E ALLINGTON at Spring Lake
Miss Bessie BLACKMAR leaves on a trip to the St Louis exposition today
Fred L JOSLYN is home ﬁ'o!n Higgins Lake where he has been for several days
Mrs NOBLE of Detroit is visiting her mother, Mrs J H HADLEY, Genesee avenue
Miss Nell CUMMINGS of Durand is visiting her cousin, Miss Georgia TUCKER
Miss Bertha FALKENHAGEN has returned from a short visit with friends in Detroit
Mr and Mrs E R TUCKER and son, Robert, are visiting friends and relatives in Holly

Albert GUILL spent the Fourth at the cottage of his uncle, A C WHITE, at Tawas Beach
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NEW BOOKS IN THE EDDY ROOM NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 1999
Submitted by Anna Mae Maday

R971.233 Li A LIGHT INTO THE PAST: A HISTORY OF CAMROSE: 1905-1980 (ALBERTA)
Anonymous Donation

R929.3 M369 BARNES Robert BRITISH ROOTS OF MARYLAND FAMILIES Gift Diane
Sheppart & Margaret Riley

R929.3 IL6 BEALS, Mrs Joseph J & KIRCHNER Sandy DEATHS ABSTRACTED FROM...CAMP
POINT JOURNAL 1893-1903... ADAMS IL Library Purchase

R974.57 BOSS Judith A NEWPORT: A PICTORIAL HISTORY Gift — Judi Klaumann

R929.3 N48 CALKINS Hiram DIGEST OF CLAIMS AND THE ACTION THEREON...CANAL
APPRAISERS 1866-70 (NY) Library Purchase

R929.3 P384 DULL Keith EARLY GERMAN SETTLERS OF YOU\RK COUNTY, PA Gift - Peggy
Lugthart/DAR

R977.122 FROHMAN Charles E SANDUSKY’S YESTERDAYS (OHIO) Gift - Peggy Lugthart/DAR

R325.2415 Mi MILLER Kerby A EMIGRANTS AND EXILES: IRELAND AND THE IRISH EXODUS
TO NORTH AMERICA  Gift — Margaret Lynn Worthington

R977.238 My MYERS L Rex DAVIESS COUNTY, INDIANA HISTORY 1816-1900 2 Vols
Gift Margaret Lynn Worthington

R929.3 lo%h PELLA HIST SOC HISTORY OF PELLA IOWA 1847-1987 Gift - Wilfred Bow

R016.929 Pu PUMROY Eric A GUIDE TO MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS OF THE INDIANA
HIST SOC Gift

R974.763 WALSH John J VIGNETTES OF OLD UTICA (NY) Gift - Peggy Lugthart/DAR

R974.762 We WESTMORELAND BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE WESTMORELAND 200 YEARS
(ONEIDA CO NY) Gift - Peggy Lugthart/DAR

R940.5421 Un US ARMY ON THE WAY: THE STORY OF THE 195™ FIELD ARTILLERY
BATTALION Gift

R929.3 M582 LEWIS Helen F SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN PIONEER FAMILIES, ESPECIALLY
LIVINGSTON CO MICH & NY ORIGINS Library Purchase

R929.3 M582 LEWIS Helen F SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN PIONEER FAMILIES, ESPECIALLY
JACKSON CO MICH & NY ORIGINS Library Purchase

R974.7 TURNER O HISTORY OF THE PIONEER SETTLEMENT OF PHELPS AND GORHAM
PURCHASE (NEW YORK) Gift — Midland Gen Soc

R929.3 N48 BENTLEY Elizabeth P transcriber PASSENGER ARRIVALS AT THE PORT OF NEW
YORK 1820-1829 Gift - Saginaw Genealogical Society

R929.3 Do DOBSON David THE ORIGINAL SCOTS COLONISTS OF EARLY AMERICA
CARIBBEAN SUPPLEMENT 1611-1707 Gift - Saginaw Genealogical Society
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NEW BOOKS IN THE EDDY ROOM OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 1999
Submitted by Anna Mae Maday

R929.3 IL6 DUIS DrE THE GOOD OLD TIMES IN McLEAN COUNTY ILLINOIS 2 VOL
Library Trade

R971.3 Go THE GOLDEN YEARS OF EAST YORK (ONTARIO) Anonymous Donation

R971.233 Li A LIGHT INTO THE PAST: A HISTORY OF CAMROSE: 1905-1980 (ALBERTA)
Anonymous Donation

R971.4 Sa SAINT AGAPIT (QUEBEC) 1867-1992 Anonymous Donation

R929.3 N45 SEARY, E R & KIRWIN William Ed FAMILY NAMES OF THE ISLAND OF NEW-
FOUNDLAND Library Purchase

MAGAZINE SHELF POLISH EAGLET VOL 19 #1,2 Gift Stan Lemanek
MAGAZINE SHELF LABOR’S HERITAGE VOL 10 #3 Gift Stan Lemanek

R929.3 M582 MICHIGAN GEN COUNCIL FIRST LANDOWNERS OF MARQUETTE MICHIGAN
Library Purchase

R974.43 GL GLAZIER Lewis THE HISTORY OF GARDNER, MASS FROM ITS EARLIEST
SETTLEMENT TO 1860 Library Purchase

R929.3 On8 BENNETT Carol FOUNDING FAMILIES OF GRATTAN & WILBERFORCE
(RENFREW CO ONTARIO) Rev Erwin Vecker & Gordon Collett

R929.3 On8 BENNETT Caarol THE LANARK SOCIETY SETTLERS (ONTARIO) Gift from John
& Mary Warnock and Margot Wright, Dr Paul Russell

R929.1 Ne NEWMAN John J AMERICAN NATURALIZATION PROCESSES AND PROCEDURES
1790-1985 Margaret Lynn Worthington

R929.3 Oh3 CURRY W L HISTORY OF JEROME TOWNSHIP, UNION COUNTY, OHIO Library
Purchase

- R929.3 M369 ADAMS Carolyn G HUNTER SUTHERLAND’S SLAVE MANUMISSIONS AND
SALES IN HARFORD CO MARYLAND 1775-1865 Library Purchase

R929.3 V819 McKEY Joann R ACCOMACK COUNTY VIRGINIA COURT ORDER ABSTRACTS
VOLS 2, 3,6,7 8 Library Purchase

R929.3 W589 COFFMAN Mary S BARBOUR COUNTY WEST VIRGINIA: BOOK OF DEATHS
1853-1919 AND WILL BOOKS 1839-1889 Library Purchase

R913.774 Wa (Mich Rm) WALTHALL John A FRENCH COLONIAL ARCHAEOLOGY: THE
ILLINOIS COUNTRY AND THE WESTERN GREAT LAKES Library Purchase

R974.769 Se SENECA FALLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY CENTENNIAL VOLUME OF PAPERS OF
SENECA FALLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY Donation Peggy Lugthart/DAR

MAGAZINE THE PALATINE IMMIGRANT VOL 24 NOS 1-4 Gift Peggy Lugthart

R977.446 Gr (Saginaw Rm) GROSS Stuart SAGINAW: A HISTORY OF THE LAND AND THE
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CITY Gift Judi Klaumann

R977.446 Sa (Saginaw Rm0 SAGINAW TREATY SESQUICENTENNIAL COMM SAGINAW
TREATY SESQUICENTENNIAL 1819-1969 HISTORICAL PROGRAM Gift Judy Klaumann

R973.26 Ec57w ECKERT Allen W WILDERNESS EMPIRE Gift Judi Klaumann

R929.2 Weinberg STEVENS Archie H Sr DESCENDANATS OF GUSTAV CARL WEINBERG..&
MARTHA MARY RICHTER Gift Author

R929.2 Wollberg RIBLETT Dorothy M HENNI (HENRIETTA) HEIDTMANN AND DICK
(RICHARD) Sr) wollberg Gift Clem Putz

R929.3 N811 RATCLIFF Clarence E NORTH CAROLINA TAXPAYERS 1701-1786 Gift SGS
R929.3 N691 SPRAGUE Stuart S KENTUCKIANS IN MISSOURI Gift SGS

R929.3 N48 GLAZIER Ira A MIGRATION FROM THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE: LIST OF PASSENGERS
ARRIVING IN US PORTS 1889-1891, VOLS 4 & 5 Gift SGS

R929.3 C762 WHITE Lorraine Cook, Ed THE BARBOUR COLLECTION OF CONNECTICUT TOWN
VITAL RECORDS, VOLS 13, 16, 19,21 & 22 Gift SGS

R929.3 W529 CRAFT Kenneth F Jr OHIO COUNTY WEST VIRGINIA INDEX VOL 4 INDEX TO
CO COURT ORDER BOOKS 1777-1181 Library Purchase

R929.3 M369 WEARMOUTH Roberta ] ABSTRACTS FROM THE PORT TOBACCO TIMES &
CHARLES CO ADVERTISER VOL 6 1894-1898 Library Purchase

R973.26 Fr LUCIER, Armand Francis FRENCH & INDIAN WAR NOTICES ABSTRACTED FROM
COLONIAL NEWSPAPERS VOL 3 1758-1759 Library Purchase

R973.7474 Lo (MICHIGAN RM) LONGACRE Edward G CUSTER AND HIS WOLVERINES: THE
MICHIGAN CAVALRY BRIGADE 1861-1865 Library Purchase

R974.4 Mc McINTOSH Prof W H HISTORY OF ONTARIO COUNTY NEW YORK 1788-1876
Gift Midland Gen Soc

R929.3 Oh3 BERRY Ellen T & David EARLY OHIO SETTLERS: PURCHASERS OF LAND IN SW
OHIO 1800-1840 Gift Midland Gen Soc

R325 Co COLDHAM Peter W THE COMPLETE BOOK OF EMIGRANTS 1661-1699 Gift Midland
Gen Soc

R929.3 Ne NEW ENGLAND HIST & GEN REGISTER ENGLISH ORIGINS OF NEW ENGLAND
FAMILIES VOL 2 Gift Midland Gen Soc

R929.3 Oh3 OHIO GEN SOC FIRST FAMILIES OF OHIO: OFFICIAL ROSTER VOL 2 Gift
Midland Gen Soc

R973.34 Bo BOCKSTRUCK Lloyd D REVOLUTIONARY WAR BOUNTY LAND GRANTS

AWARDED BY STATE GOVERNMENT Gift Jo Brines &
Midland Gen Soc
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R929.3 V819 NOTTINGHAM Stratton WILLS & ADMINISTRATIONS ACCOMACK CO
VIRGINIA 1663-1800 Gift-Saginaw Genealogical Society

R929.2 HENDERSON WELLS Linda HENDERSON FAMILY TREE Gift - Linda Wells
R973.7 Lo LORD Francis A PhD THEY FOUGHT FOR THE UNION Gift - Judi Klaumann

R94L5 Ir O’KANE Willia O IRISH GRAVESTONE INSCRIPTIONS: A GUIDE TO SOURCES
IN ULSTER Gift - Saginaw Genealogical Society

R970.1 Pa PAGE Joann Curls EXTRACT OF THE REJECTED APPLICATIONS OF THE GUION
MILLER ROLL OF THE EASTERN CHEROKEE Library Purchase

SAGINAW COURIER HERALD
Sunday Page 15
11 August 1907

KERBY—Mrs Kate KERBY, widow of the late Wm K KERBY, died at her home on Mackinaw street, at

11 o’clock Friday night, of paralysis. Her late illness was of several weeks’ duration, and her health had
been much impaired for the last two or three years.

The passing of Mrs KERBY removes one more of the unique characters whose memories will be
associated with early days. Her maiden name was Kate RABBYT, and she was born in Monroe, Mich.
She never enjoyed educational advantages to any great extent. She came to Saginaw in the early ‘50’s and
found employment in the old Webster house. She was a woman of unusual energy and much native ability.
In 1857 she was united in marriage with the late W K KERBY. Soon after they engaged in the hotel
business on North Hamilton street. In the early 60’s they located in what is still known as the Kerby house.
Here they built up a large business. Within a few years they built the brick building that occupies the
corner of Hamilton and Cleveland streets. During the days when the lumbering business was at its height
the Kerby house was headquarters for very many of those who made up the “Red Sash Brigade.” Mrs
KERBY was the real head of the business, and was better known to the patrons of the house than her

husband was. She had business ability, and was not out of her element even with the class of people with
whom she had to deal.

Beneath a rather rough exterior there was a generous, kind woman’s heart, Many a woodman or riverman
who fell ill had care at the Kerby house that was perhaps not surpassed by the city hospitals of later days.
Mr KERBY died in 1885. A few years later Mrs KERBY disposed of the Kerby house, and the Taylor
house being vacant she took it. This venture and some other losses proved her financial undoing. Soon
afier she went to the small farm where she died. She managed this herself much of the time, and as late as
two years ago she frequently did what is commonly called man’s work on the farm. She was upwards of 70
years of age at the time of her death. She is survived by one brother, James RABBYT, and two sisters, Mrs
PITTINGER of Detroit, and Mrs M McGOWAN of Monroe.

Mrs PITTINGER has been with her during her last illness. The funeral will be held tomorrow morn ingat 9
o’clock from SS. Peter and Paul’
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This article seemed especially interesting because, if you are like me, the West Side was always thought of
as the place where only the well-to-do lived. This article seems to disprove that theory.

THE SAGINAW COURIER HERALD
Wednesday
20 May 1908 Page 3

DEATH LURKS IN WRETCHED HOVLE
Poverty, Misery and Disease Rampant in Old “Barracks” on Cass Street
In Throes of Starvation, Weak From Lack of Necessities of Life, Occupants Victims to White Plague

When the people of Saginaw read of the reeking hovels of the poor in the great cities, where
human beings eke out a precarious existence, they do not associate this idea of utter poverty and hopeless
misery with “Saginaw the beautiful.” Yet, probably neither New York nor Chicago, the slums of any
American city, disclose more wretchedness, poverty, hopelessness or human misery, than the old weather
beaten barracks on the south side of Cass street, between Michigan avenue and Hamilton.

Within a stone’s throw of the palatial residences of two millionaires, surrounded by homes of
wealth and luxury, in the very shadow of the church steeples, a reporter of The Courier-Herald yesterday,
in company of Ensign UNDERWOOD of the Salvation Army, visited those horrible hovels, where the wolf
of starvation makes his very lair, where the “white plague” is hovering over his doomed victims and the
sheriff's office has left notice of coming eviction for rent that cannot be paid, since there is not even money
there to buy the poorest food.

Death Stalks in Hovel

In a bare, front room on the lower floor lay a woman, a widow, aged with years and sorrow, and
suffering. Evidently a victim of consumption, she cannot provide for her own three children and the four
grandchildren. With them is a daughter-in-law, herself ill, who is unable to do much. They have resided
here for a little more than a year. Their rent is long past due and if not paid from some quarter on Friday
they will be cast out into the street if the law takes its course, for non-payment of rent.

Upstairs, in a garret that reeks with odors and whose stuffy air tuns the visitor’s stomach in even a
five minute’s stay, are an abandoned wife and five helpless children. The youngest, a boy of three, is dying
of cholera-infantum and perhaps in a few days will be at rest in the Potter’s Field. Another, a little girl of
eight or nine years, is dying of consumption and her life also seems destined to soon go out. One by one
the humble articles of household furniture have gone out to buy a little food and the junk left would
probably not bring a dollar at a rummage sale.

Family Subject to Eviction

Here too, the rent is overdue and on Friday the poor mother expects to be shoved out into the
street with her little ones “unless the good Lord helps us,” said she. This woman was married 22 years ago
has led a precarious existence, but now her husband has gone away and left her and his children. She
draws $3 a month from the poor fund (for six persons.) She has brothers and sisters in Canada who would
help her if she were there. If the children can be safely moved they would all no doubt be better off there,
certainly better off than in the horrible hovel where they are dying,

To each suffering mother Ensign UNDERWOOD carried a few necessities and he saw that
groceries were sent for their immediate needs. Saginaw has thousands of charitable people and those
nearest these poor sufferers will, no doubt, carry them assistance when they read the story of their
sufferings. Then, after their most immediate needs, food, clothing, shoes, fuel and medicines are supplied,
there is opportunity for some form of permanent relief. While these are exceptional cases, others almost as
bad frequently come to the notice of the army.
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DEXTER- The remains of the late Howard DEXTER arrived in the city yesterday noon from Forsythe,
Fontana, and were taken to Deisler’s undertaking rooms. He was one of Saginaw’s most popular young
men until a few years ago when he went west to work for the Northern Pacific railroad. Although he had
been an engineer for only a comparatively short time, he was considered one of the best of the younger
engineers of the road. Last Wednesday, he and Mr JENNESS, a friend, had been looking around Forsythe
for lots to build on. They had returned to the railroad and Mr JENNESS had taken the train east. Mr
DEXTER rode with him for a distance up the yard and then jumped off. He stumbled over a switch and
fell on the tracks so that he was stunned. He must have lain there for some time, as he was just raising
himself to his knees when train No 5, west bound, struck him. He was thrown some distance and killed
instantly. The engineer on No 5 saw him as he was trying to pull himself off the tracks, but though he did
all in his power he had not time to stop his train. The funeral will be held this afternoon at 2 p.m. and at 3
at the Church of the Holy Family. Rev Fr Prudhomme officiating. Burial in Calvary cemetery.

SAGINAW EVENING NEWS
Saturday 23 July 1898
Board of Trade Edition

Barrows Music Company

The manufacture of musical instruments in Saginaw is a very important industry, a large amount
of capital being invested in it, and giving employment to several hundred skilled mechanics at good wages
At 216 Tuscola street are located the premises occupied by the Barrows Music Co., manufacturers of the
Waldo mandolins, mandolas, mandocellos, guitars, harp guitars, banjoeaux, banjeaurines, banjeauilns,
piccolo banjeaux, bass banjeaux and the Barrows music cabinets. The company controls the United States
on its music cabinets, which are manufactured in plain and fancy figured woods. The instruments they
manufacture have no superior on the market, and are endorsed by musicians for their beautiful quality of
tone, carrying power, adjustment and beautiful finish.

The Waldo mandolin is the only one in the United States that is made with the “F” holes in the top
or sounding board, same as a violin, and the Barrows Music Co have a construction patent on this
mandolin, thus holding exclusive control of same. Owing to the peculiar construction of the top and the
use of the violin “F” holes the tone produced is round, full and sympathetic, resembling greatly a fine
violin. The mandocello is entirely original with the Barrows Music Co but they, realizing the necessity of
having a relative instrument to the violoncello and large enough to support the tone vibration of heavy
strings, have perfected and are the first to place uptown the market such an instrument. It is similar in
shape to the mandolin, but about four times as large. Their banjeaux and guitars are in every way the equal
of their mandolins, but the instruments are too well known by musicians in all parts of the world to require
any further comment from us.

The premises occupied by the factory consist of three floors, with over 12,000 feet of floor space,
and are equipped with the most modern machinery, tools, and appliances that genius could devise. The
officers of the company are: J F BARROWS, president; J M H HOUGH, vice president; and Geo W
BOSTWICK, secretary and treasurer. These gentlemen are men of enterprise and exceptional business
ability. The business was founded in 1888 by Mr J F BARROWS, but in 1894 the present company was
incorporated under the laws of the state. The business has steadily grown owing principally to the
superiority of the instruments manufactured. Their catalogue comprises 32 pages and is beautifully
illustrated.
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SAGINAW’' S HONOR ROLL

OF

MEN REGISTERED FOR MILITARY SERVICE

Twelfth Ward

ARLT John

ARNOLD Walter F
ARMAN Miko

ARNST Christ
ALBOSTA Vincent
ARCHANGELI Fred H
ADATTE George F
ANDERSON Wm A
ADATTE Louis J
ANSCHULTZ Leo

BLUEHM Leon G
BUKAWIECKI Geo
BUKOWINAKI S
BUKIS August
BENNETT Louis E
BEELMAN Ross
BUDZINE Albert A
BROWN Frank
BOUCHEY Geo A
BUTZIN William L
BOUCHEY Gerald
BRANDENBERG Fred
BUDEK Zigmunt
BOHSTEDT Hugo
BEHM Walter J
BREMER Edward C
BLUEM Lawrence

CHISHOLM Wm H
CZYMBOR Joseph
CHESTNUT C H
CZENIS Sylvester
CLARKSON John
CAMPBELL Edw J
CRAMPTON Alders
COTTAM Arthur

DARGIEWICZ John
DIBB Benjamin
DOERR Lewis J
DECKER Bruce

DUFFY Peter
DUTTON Eugene S
DAVID John
DOLFI Angelo

ENOS Oscar

FLUKES John
FAUSEL Herman
FRANCIS R A
FERN Henry
FORTIER Cyril A
FERGUSON Geo L
FLATHAU Wm H

GARY William R
GUDAJTYS Joseph
GAUDREAU Henry J
GRONCKI Alexander
GIERDEJKI Vincent
GAUDREAU Geo N
GLEASON Thomas A
GLOVER Nelson H
GAUDREAU Marcel F
GLENZ Chas F
GOEDEL Edward
GEROW Anthony W
GRAHAM Leslie E
GROHMAN Ralph E

HUTCHINSON F D
HANLEY Albert E
HEXT Anthony
R’HALL Friday
HOFMAN Stanislaus
HUEZEZN John
HUCZEZN Anthony
HOBART George
HOFERT Wm F
HUBBELL Frank I
HAYDEN Charles R
HAYDEN John E

* HAYDEN Clarence A
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JAKSTAS John
JURKOZA William
JURKOZA Solomon
JURAS Charles L
JOHNDRO Louis

KREBS Chas F
KUKURADA Edw J
KUSZAZA John
KARAZA Koustantz
KORJECKI S

KOHN Albert
KORCZAK Ignaco
KOREBKA John
KEENE Carroll
KOROLKIEWICZ Edw
KENTNER R H
KORKUE Alexander
KOMNSZEWSKI S
KUCZYUSKI K
KNAPP Edgar

LEVI Alfred

LEVI Robert
LANKUS George
LaFRANCE Phillip
LINSTROM Arthur
LEVI Zelindo
LELO Ladislaus
LaBEAU Charles A
LEVI Archie
LaVALLEY Claude G
LINK William
LAFAYETTE George
LAPIERRA Joseph
LEVI Sandy
LINTERN Archio
LEVI Armendo
LUSCUMB Stephen
LAPORT John
LITTLE John P
LOCKWOOD Harry B

MILLER Albert S



MARTIN Fred P
MILLER Phillip H
MURENKA Michael
MACKIEWICZ Alex
MORGAN Roy E
MALICZENSKI Joseph
MORGAN Roy E
MALICZENSKI Joseph
MERROW F E Jr
MYSLLWICZ S

MASON Jesse J
MAURETIES John
MARTIN Burt

MAHAR Fred M
MAKSIMOWICZ L
MIEINICZEK Joseph
MORLICK Stanley
MILLER Paul
MULHOLLAND CC

McGARRITY Samuel
McWILLIAMS Geo M
McCARTNEY Thomas

NORCZYK Leonard
NORCZYK Anthony

OZERAITYS Frank
OCHSENKEHL Walter
O’BRIEN Elmer
OZERAITYS Joseph
OZERAITYS Boleslaw
OLSZEWSKI B

O’ BRIEN Walter
OVERTON Harry

PROCTOR Otto
POCOCKE Jas G
PHELPS Claude R
PARDRIDGE Earl D
PURCHACZ Stanislon
PROCKTER Fred
PLISKO Casimer
POWLOWSKI John
PRANSKUNAS M
Peters Karl F
PELHL Edward H
PRESTON Lucius F
PODERITZ Anthony
POPP Irving A
PIERCE Orlando
PETTINGER Walter

RUSSELL Jet
ROBERTS Charles &
ROZRUYSOWSKI K
RANDALL Wm G
REXFORD Benjamin
ROUSSEAU John Jr
ROBINS Clarence
RIEDEL Reuben G
RADICS Louis J

ROBERTS Clarence 1

RAPPIN Charles A
RUSZKIEWICZ John
ROUSSEAU Andrew

SPROULL Orville E
SPARKER Samuel J
SOMMERFELDT F W
SEINKIEWICZ Frank
SPROULL Wm J
SCHITHERDER Joseph
SCHMIDT Albert M
SAWYER Marvin E
SALMER Frank G
SCHMIDT Alfred B
STOPYRSZTYS John
SMITH Bert E
SIPALA Peter
SZKOPEK Stanislaus
SMITH William J
SCHMIDT John S
SHREVE Edward
SPERRY Clyde
STOCKFORD Albert E
SPERRY Robert B

THOMAS Daniel H
TUROWSKI Frank
THURSBY George W
TAYLOR Ralph K

VanWORMER John

WILKINSON Chas H
WHITE Ray E
WRIGHT Arlie V
WHITE Ray H
WILSON Arthur L
WEATHERGY G C
WAGENER Paul H

YOUNG Fred C
YELLE Louis
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YELLE William
YELLE Alphonse J
YELLE Archie J

ZALBA Peter
ZOOHRICH John
ZULINSKI John

Eleventh Ward

ANDRUSKIEWICZ A
ANTONIEWSKI Jos
AMER Charles
ALBOSTA Benedict
ARMSTRONG Clayton
ABRAMAWIEZINA J
ANDRUSKEWICZ L
ARMOUR Robert
ADAMS John Q
ALBOSTA Paul
ANTHONY Frank V

BOUBROWSKI B
BRUMBAUGH Ora S
BEALS Joseph W
BECKERT Henry E
BROWNELL Chas E
BURNETT Jerry G
BROWN Arthur E
BERLIN Ben
BRUCKER Robert H
BELMER William C
BIELSKI Wladyslaw
BROWN Walter L

CAUFIELD Wm J
CARR Herbert A
CAP Vincent J
COFFIN George D
COUILLARD Adolph J
CZAJKOWSKI Joseph
CONNELL Chas L
CLOOSKY Benjamin
CHINIELEWKI J
CAMPAU Orflea J
CRANDALL Lewis

DUDEVICZ John A
DUDEWICZ Frank S
DYCZEWSKI S
DUCENINY John L
DENSMORE Alooh



DENT George H
DANKS George A
DUANT William
DEMARX Anthony
DENSMORE Leroy F
DOUADIA Peter
DeFORE Basil
DENZER Ford

DUZ Elmer H
DOYLE Frank L

ESTEP. Charles F

FREY Harry J
FURSTENBERG A H
FREDERICK Henry
FRAJERAS Joe
FURSTENBERG C F

GELOW Wm H
GRONDZIK Frank
GAMINSKI Andrew
GRERIEYL Thomas
GAERTNER Julius A
GRIGGAS Joe
GREENMAN Rex W

HOEZIAK Frank
HOLAHAN Thomas C
HORN John

HILL Francis
HAYNES Myron
HICKATHORN H F
HOWAY Vernon A
HOFFMAN Wm F
HEISENBLUF Peter J

INNOCENTI Ralph

JOHNSON John H
JOHNSON Henry J
JEX Frank A
JACOBS Perry

KING James P
KENNEY Robert C
KELBEY Frank P
KIVATKOWSKI W
KWAPIS Joseph J
KARAS Joseph
KERNS Eugene J
KIEWICZ Peter S

KAROLSKI S
KOHLER Edward A
KALINWSKI Jos J
KASWELL Baltazy
KALADA Kazimier
KOWALSKI John
KWAISER Eugene M
KIRK Peter

KOCH Roy E
KARWELL Felix J

LAMSON Maurice W
LAPINE Oscar J
LAGO Thomas
LaFRAY Ollie C
LAVAY Frank L
LAPORT Wm

LADA Stanislaw
LAWSON Leo F
LANNING Chester E
LARASZEWICZ S
LAUDERBAUGH E E
LEWIS FRED A
LABUDA Fred

McGARRITY William
McLOSKY Paul
McKOSKY L
McLOSKEY Mike
MacDONALD B M
McCONNELL Alvin

MATWINCK Paul
MALENOWSKI M
MURASKI Charles
MELOSINICKI A J
MORRELL Charles G
MAUL Jacob
MAKSIMOWICZ S
MILLER Harold
MAYON Francis
MULHERN Walter

NOWAK Stanislaw
NEUVINE John

OWEN Claude Jay

OCHMAN Alexander
OLSZEWSKI Joseph
OLSZOWSKI Zygmont

* OBERCHOWSKI P A

ORR Thomas M
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ONDRUCH Frank

PRZEVADSKI Anton
PUGH Eldren
PARADOWSKI Henry
PARKE Archie F
PARMER Herbert C
PARSONS Willard H
PRICE John A
PRENTER Albert W
PIERCE Roy M
PHOENIX Roy W

RICHARDSON F W
ROUSSEAU Joseph L
ROUTLY Albert M
RORKOWSKI Benj
RHODES Irving
ROMANOWSKI K
RADZIEWICZ B
REESE Emmanuel
RAYMOND Earl E
ROMBULSKI B
RIBBLE Joseph W
RHEAUME Ralph R
ROHRER Karl

SAVAGE Walter M
Smith Alfred
SHELTRAW William
SHELTRAW Wilfred
SIENKIEWICZ J F
SLAVINSKI Stanley
STUPNICHI Joseph
SWISHER Herbert A
STOVER John R
SCHNANTZ John R
SPARLING Jaems M
SOVIA Earl L
SLAWINSKI Joseph
STIEMIENKEAWY W
SIENKO Joseph
SHELTRAW Henry J
SOVAY Arthur R
SCHAITBERGER A J
SOWULEWSKI S
SPENCER Glenn
SMITH Charles N
SAMSON Frank
SUITOR Albert
SPINNINWm A
SENAY Charles F



STEMIENKIEWICZ A
Shephard Sidney S
SOVIA Fred R
SOVIA Clarence
SKILLCORN James
SOVIA Elmer A
SOWULEWSKI S
STONE Elmer H
SMITH Clarence E

TRYNISZEWSKI C A
TURNER John F
TAYLOR Henry C
TMASANCKAS V

VanBERSCHOTEN M
VALVIS Michael C

WEBBER Waldo K
WATERS Roy L
WISNOWSKI Peter
WESTERMAN F
WYANT Cecil L
WISSMILLER m b
WASZYLEWSKI 2
WREGE Perley
WISGUIEROSKI A
WILSON Harry H
WHALEY Mason C
WILSON Crawford S
WASILLWSKI John
WARD John L

YOUNG George S

ZACHARIAS Walter J
ZYSON John

Z2UMMER Casimer
ZIOTORZYNSKI C
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THE SAGINAW NEWS
Sunday 13 February 1944

LUMBER DAYS HOME TO GIVE WAY TO HOSPITAL

Built of sclected Saginaw valley timber and incorporating the knowledge and skill of the best
lumbermen in the world, the William B MERSHON residence at Michigan and Houghton is a monument to
Saginaw’s onetime glory as lumber queen of the world.

As the result of the death of Mr MERSHON last summer, the two square blocks of property, ,
containing the home, stables and gardens, have been sold to St Luke’s Hospital association as the site for
postwar construction of a new hospital.

In this impressive home, the late Mr MERSHON, sportsman and big businessman, arranged some
of the most important business deals of the lumber and post-lumber era. Some transactions involved such
nationally known products and organizations as lvory soap and the great Phelps Dodge copper mining
industry.

THE TRUE SPORTSMAN

Here, while handling one of Saginaw’s great fortunes, Mr MERSHON found time to enjoy fine
horses and hunting dogs, take great interest in gardening-particularly in growing rare vegetables-and to
provide a haven for wild birds and small animals.

It was in 1893, when the Saginaw valley still produced the cream of the nation’s lumber supply,
that William B MERSHON, then a prominent young lumberman, decided to build for his bride a home that
would combine the finest products of the Saginaw valley he loved. Architects advised him to use imported
wood in finish some of the rooms, but he demanded that every piece of lumber come from Saginaw valley
forests.

The men who worked for him at the William B MERSHON & Co mill in Carrollion (formerly
MERSHON Station) decided they would make a gifl of their best skill and eflorts in the construction of the
home for Mr MERSIION and his wife, Men skilled in selecting the best timber went out into the woods and
chose the finest trees, directed the cutting of them and followed the logs through the mill, where the best-
trained hands took special pains in turning out perfect lumber.

FINEST OAK, PINE, MAPLE

When the home was finished it stood as a monument to Saginaw’s glory as lumber queen of the
world. The finest oak ever cut--much of it from around Paines Station--and equally fine maple from the
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Every piece of lumber in the home’s unusual stairway was prepared by hand. Spindles were
handturned. Mr MERSHON’s bedroom was finished in ivory, but the lumber was so fine that he never
would permit the use of soap and water in cleaning it.

‘The home was the birthplace of three of Mr MERSHON’s children, Marion MERSHON SAYER,
who died in 1939. Lt Col William B MERSHON of Saginaw, now at Fort Riley Kansas and John M
MERSHON, who is supervising camouflage work for Douglas Aircraft Corp in Santa Monica Calif. The
oldest son, Edward L , was born before the house’s completion,

ENTERTAINED LAVISHLY

The grounds originally covered about cight square blacks, extending back to Benjamin street, and
including the present site of the Michigan Institution for the Blind.

The owner’s charm and love of entertaining brought to the MERSHON home many notable
persons, and none went away without saying he had been treated to the best food he ever had tasted. Wild

was large enough for men to walk in, and often held a whole deer or side of beef. Mr MERSHON was an
authority on the preparation of food, personally supervised the aging of meat, and until the time of his death
prided himself on being able to tell to a day the “age” of a piece of beef’

And while the guests came to enjoy Mr MERSHON’s company and hospitality they frequently left
behind orders that kept his mill and factories running. Some lefl business knowledge that became stepping
stones on the path to greater success for their host.

A COPPER MAGNATE

There was the Anaconda Copper Co official who talked of copper mining during his visits with Mr
MERSHON in Saginaw and during their hunting and fishing trips.

became a director of the company and later chairman of the board. Eventually he arranged a merger of
Calumet & Arizona with Phelps Dodge Corp, one of the present-day “big three” of the copper mining
industry. The consolidation placed him on the board of directors of Phelps Dodge, a position he held until
he resigned a few years ago because of'ill health,

GAVE “IVYORY" ITS START

Another interesting development that had its origin within the walls of the big house on Michigan
avenue was the markeling of Ivory soap. :

“I was a youngster the day Bob SCIIULZ came and talked with my father about producing soap
tor Proctor & Gamble, but | had big ears for business deals and remember the details well,” says Edward L
MERSHON of Seattle Wash, son of the pioneer lumberman, who is visiting in Saginaw. “We called him
“Uncle Bob™ SCHULZ  He had discovered a soap that would float and he marketed it under the slogan
“Duck Soap-It floats”. He told my father that he had received an offer from two Cincinnati business men,
Procter and Gamble, who had been trying unsuccessfully to producc a soap that would float. They had
oftered him what seemed an astronomical sum to produce soap for them. The main difficulty for SCHUL.Z
was that he didn’t have suflicient capital to provide shipping boxes for the first month, until he began
receiving the profits. The W B MERSHON Co was the biggest box manufacturer in the world, and father
said he would provide the boxes and SCHULZ should accept the Procter & Gamble offer. That was the
start of lvory soap.”
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PUBLICATIONS o ‘11is SAGINAW GENEALOGICAL SOCLISLY

TIMBERTOWN LOGS
Volume 1 e dssues Jpde S o ol il e R e
Volume II - Issues 1 § 2 (Combined includes index to e L)
Issues 3 & 4 s
Volume II1 thru Volume XIII Issue 3
Indexes to these Volumes R S
Volume XIII thru XIX - Issue 4 (Combined issue & index)
Volume XIII thru XIX - Issues 1253 o
Volume XX - Issues 1,2,3
Volume XX - Issue 4 with index
Volume XX - Issues 1,2,3,4 .

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

History of Bridgeport, Michigan, Saginaw County, by T.J. Pollen
Ca. 1912 (1978 Reprod) Contents, Preface, Index added,soft cover
LL e T I I DA D e R R A 5

llistory of Frankenmuth, Saginaw County, Michigan by T.J.Pollen
1914 (1971 Reprod.)Contents,Preface, Index added 52 pages

First Land Purchasers of Saginaw County, Michigan by Leonard §S.
Zorn, 1987 soft cover,indexed,maps 139 pages

SAGINAW COUNTY CEMETERIES

Book 1 - Wildwood Cemetery, Chesuaning Twp. 1982 136 pages

Book 2 - Oakgrove Cemetery, Pinegrove Cemetery Bridgeport Twp;
St.Mary's Catholic Cemetery, Hammond Cemetery Birch Run
Twp., 1982 soft cover 105 pages SR
St.Charles Twp., 1982 soft cover 94 PagesS TN

Book 3 - sl
Book 4 - Brant Twp., Taymouth Twp., Wheaton (Indian) Cemetery,
1982 soft cover, 87 pages . . . . . . . . . . ..
Book 5 - West Side Cemetery, Freeland; St.Johannis Cemetery
Frankentrost, Bethelehem Lutheran, Richiand Twp., 1987
soft cover, 81 pages R
Book 6 - Buena Vista Twp., Kochville Methodist, Owen Cemetery,

Bethel Lutheran Church, Frankenmuth Twp., St.John's
Lutheran Cemetery, indexed, soft cover, 86 pages

SAGINAW COUNTY ATLAS FOR 1877,1896,1916
1993 Reproduction - hard cover £ e i o
Pleasce add $5.50 for Shipping § Handling and 6% Sales Tax
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Make atl checks payabte to The Saginaw Genealogical Socdety and maitl to

Mr. Kenneth Himmelein, 5448 E. Curtis, Bridgeport, Michigan 48722
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