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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Message de la présidente

My dear Member,

The last issue of Je me souviens was a
month late. This one was due in the early
summer but is appearing in the season's final
days. Members regularly ask me why our jour-
nal is so tardy. The answer is a matter of
time.

First, ours is a Society of volunteers.
Members generously give as much time as possi-
ble to our business. However, they do have
other obligations such as their families and
their jobs which must necessarily take prece-
dence.

Secondly, publishing Je me souviens is a
time-consuming job. Every article must be
read, corrected, typed, and proofed. It's oc-
casionally necessary to repeat a process sev-
eral times. It's also often necessary to con-
tact an author one or more times for further
information or clarification.

Finally, in the last yeoar, several staoff-
ers including the editor have resigned for
personal or professional reasons. While re-
placements were readily found, they needed
time to learn their new jobs.

I thank you very much for your under-
standing and patience. I also assure you that
everything possible is being done to publish
Je me souviens on schedule.

Sincerely,

ﬂh Burkhart

/
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ABOUT OUR FEATURE ARTICLE

Despite the large number of French
Canadians and their descendants in the six New
England states, only 3 of them have become
governors. The first and only one born in
French*Canada was Aram Pothier. The others
were Emery San Souci and Philip No€l. All of
them were governors of Rhode Island.

Aram Pothier distinguished himself in
several other ways. He was elected governor
more times than anyone else: 8. He held the
office longer than anyone else: over 10 years.
He also made a successful comeback after hav-
ing been out of office for 10 years. He was
70 years old at the time.

During his years as governor, many
changes occurred in the government of Rhode
Island. Among the constitutional changes
were the executive veto, biennial elections,
and reapportionment of the General Assembly.
Structural changes included the organization
of the state police.

As far as French-Canadians were concerned,
it was, to quote Dickens, "the best of times
and the worst of times." On one hand, the
French-Canadians had strength in numbers. They
were also very well organized: churches,
schools, hospitals, banks, stores, clubs, and
so on. On the other hand, they were the
subject of much discrimination. (See Larry
Poitras, "Survivance: A Franco-American Ob-
session," Je me souviens, Winter 1990, pp. 5-

45)

The accompanying article is a study of
Pothier's years as governor. It was written
by Mr. John Veader, coordinator of the Social
Studies Department at Riverside Junior High
School in East Providence, RI. It was his

master's thesis at the University of Rhode Is-
land.
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ARAM JULES POTHIER
AS GOVERNOR OF RHODE ISLAND

By John Robert Veader

I - BACKGROUND OF THE GOVERNOR

The story of Aram Jules Pothler Is one
of a poor French-Canadlan Immlgrant’s rise
to become a successful businessman, clvic
leader, and eventually governor of Rhode
Island. Born in the Province of Quebec,
Canada, on July 26, 1854, he was one of
eight children of Jules and Domlthllde
Pothler.1 Jules found little success In
his native land of Canada, and In 1869
decided to move his famlly to the United
States.2 He settled in Woonsocket, in the
Blackstone Valley of Rhode Island. His
family was but one of thousands who saw
that their economic futures lay 1In the
textile clties of New England rather than
on the farm lands of Canada.

Aram was the eldest surviving son of
the Pothier family. When his parents
emigrated to the United States, he was only
fifteen and had not yet completed his
studies; therefore, he stayed behind to
finish his education.3 1In 1872, at the age
of eighteen, he Jjolined hlis famlly in
Woonsocket . ~

Aram Pothier’s achlevements were
primarily due to his own great efforts and
talents, but much credl!t must be glven to

his parents. They were French-speaking
immigrants, and yet all three of thelr
surviving sons were apparently

well-educated and achieved some degree of
success in this new land. Joseph became a
doctor, Octave, a bank clerk, and Aram, a
state governor.
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Pothier was firgst employed in
Woonsocket as a clerk In hls nelghborhood
grocery store. In 1875 Pothler took a Job
wlith the Woonsocket Instltute for Savlings,
a small Maln Street bank sharling the street
front wlth another buslness.4 The bank
grew with Pothier’s help and he was soon
made a Junior executive. In thils positlon
of greater responslblllity his talents
became more apparent and hls reputatlion
grew.5 Eventually he became president of
the bank. Even as preslident he was just as
accesslble as when he was a clerk,
continuing when asked, to give personal
financial advice. The bank was often
referred to as "Mr. Pothier’s Bank."6

Since Pothlier was a successful French
business leader In a predominantly French
community, many of hls friends urged him to
enter politlcs., They belleved that a man
of hlis abllity could help the clty.
Pothler was, in fact, quite Interested 1In
politics and early In hls career had become
affiliated with the Republican party. The
man who first hired Pothier at the bank was
Congressman Latimer Ballou, and it was
under the guidance of this Republican
leader that Pothier formed ‘his early
pollitical philosophy.?

In 1885 Pothler took his first active
political step by becoming a candldate for
the Woonsocket School Committee. Easlly
elected, he began a rap!d rlse In polltics.
Now as a successful office holder he was
urged to run for hlgher office, and for the
next three years he would represent
Woonsocket In the House  of
Representatives.8 The fact that he had
Republican backing for a seat 1in the
General Assembly meant that he was not only
acceptable to party leaders but had
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probably proved himself to be a loyal party
worker as well.?

In 1889 Pothier was elected to the
first of six successful terms as Woonsocket
clty audlitor. In the same year he was
chosen by Governor Royal Taft to be Rhode
Island’s offliclal representative to the
Internatlional Trade Exposlitlion In Parls.
Pothier benefited from the assignment 1In
two ways: hls knowledge of International
trade was broadened and hls report
attracted attention In the buslness and
political worlds of Rhode Island.10

Woonsocket was generally considered to
be a Democratic city and although
Republicans were elected to various offices
from time to time, the mayor and the
majorlty of the counci! were usually
Democrats. For three consecutlve vyears,
beginning In 1890, Pothlier was the
unsuccessful candldate for mayor of his
clty. These were Democratic years not only
in Woonsocket but throughout the state and
nation, and Pothier suffered along wlth
many other Republlican candlidates. This
temporary polltical slump was finally
overcome on December 3, 1893, when Pothler
defeated incumbent Democrat, Daniel Pond,
by a plurality of 572 votes out of 2,642
votes cast.ll The Woonsocket Call said,
"Pond was defeated because the Democrats
were divided on hls candidacy."12 It was
inslnuated that Pothier’s victory was
nothing but a fluke and stated that
"Woonsocket is still a Democratlic clty."13

Little 1s known of Pothier’s record as
mayor . The Woonsocket Eveninag Reporter,
while endorsing Pothier for a second term,
credited him with belng very careful wlth
the city’s money and seeing to it that it
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was used wisely.14 It also cited Pothier
for operatlng the clty for a year and
having "an unexpected balance on hand."15

In November, 1894, the Republican City
Caucus renominated Pothler for mayor. In a
prophetic remark one of the caucus members
urged those present "to go In and re-elect
Mayor Pothler by such a rousling majorlty
that he will be Governor of the State of
Rhode Island before he s through."16 QOn
December 3, 1894, Pothler galned
re-election by a reduced plurallty of 338
votes.17

Pothier did not seek re-election the
following year and returned to private
life. In 1897, however, the Republican
Party of Rhode Island nominated him for the
office of lieutenant governor. Running
wlith the popular candlidate for governor
Ellsha Dyer, and probably alding the entlire
Republican ticket in the Blackstone Valley,
Pothier was swept Into offlce by the
Republ ican landsl lide victory of that
vear .18

After serving one term as lleutenant
governor, Pothier temporarily retired from
politics. The Woonsocket Call clalmed that
Pothler declined to run agaln so he could
devote more time to his business Interests
and "to leave the way open for Willlam
Gregory, who was later elevated to the post
of governor."1? The Call did not clarify
the second answer but In the oplnlion of two
long-tinie Republican Jleaders, Arthur
Sherman of Portsmouth and Gustavus Ide of
East Providence, the Republicans, at that
time, were not ready to groom a member of
Pothler’s ethnic group for governor.
Gregory had been chosen by party leaders
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for the second spot on the ticket and
Pothier had to step aside.Z20

In addition to hls political career,
there 1Is much to note about Pothler’s
business career. Not only was he a
successful banker, but he made hls mark In
the textile Iindustry as well. In 1900
Governor Dyer agaln chose Pothler to
represent Rhode Island at that year’s Parls
Exposition. While In Paris he polnted out
to several Belglan and French textlle flrms
the advantages of establishlng branch
plants In the United States. His talks In
Parls were Instrumental In causling several
of these flrms to locate mllls 1In
Woonsocket .21 These companies brought a
great deal of money to Woonsocket and
employed hundreds of people. For this, the
city was grateful to Pothier.22

Pothier’s efforts In Paris brought
some personal reward. He had a financlal
interest In some of the plants establlished
In Woonsocket, for he became treasurer of
at least three filrms: the Guertlin Splinning
Company, the Montrose Woolen Company and
the Rosemont Dyelng Company .23

Pothier also found a wife In Parls.
After touring the de Charmiguy factory,
Pothier met the owner’s daughter,
Frangoise. The romance that began in Parls
brought Frangoise to the United States and
they were married In Bridgeport,
Connectlcut, In 1902.24

Although Pothier was a public officlal
and well-known In his community, he was not
affiliated with any fraternal
organizatlions. However, he was actlive In
charitable work, especlally In aldling the
St. Vincent de Paul Asylum for Orphans,
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which was next to his home in Woonsocket.
He also pactlclpated In church affalrs and
until hls death was a member of OQur Lady of
Victorles Church In Woonsocket .25

Thus, as the elections of 1908
approached, Pothier was not wunknown to
political leaders and the people of Rhode
Island. He had flrmly establlshed himself
in his own communlty and to a lesser degree
In the state. Hls success In the buslness
world had been matched In the polltical
world and the Image of an efflclent and
hardworking officlal had been created.
Although thls Image was partly due to a
favorable press, credlt must be given to
Pothier for belng at least some of the
things sald about him,

As the possibility increased that
Pothler would become a candidate for
governor, the Image was furthered.
Periodicals of different types, In addition
to using such terms as efficient and
hardworking to describe him, went even
further to call him honest, diplomatic, and
possessing great Integrlity.26 It may seem
that what was sald of him was overly
compl Imentary, but research shows that his
polltlcal opponents as well as friends
often used the same phrases when dlscussing
Pothler.27

IT1 - THE ELECTION OF 1908

As the election of 1908 approached,
the Republlican Party of Rhode Island was
faced with one major problem: How could it
win back the governorship of the state?
During the latter part of the nlneteenth
century and the beglnning of the twentlieth
century, the Republlcans had generally
controlled the executive office. In fact,
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the Democrats had held the governorshlp for
only slx years between 1885 and 1906.
Republlcan efforts to contlnue thelr hold
on the executlve branch of the state
government In the electlons of 1906 and
1907 had been thwarted by Democrat James H.
Higglns, the former mayor of Pawtucket. 1In
1906 Higgins had defeated the Incumbent
George H. Utter, and In the next vyear,
Higgins won over Frederlck Jackson.

Higgins had achleved success on one
maln Issue: bossism within the Republlcan
Party in -the person of Charles R. Brayton.
Brayton was not an elected officlal but
rather a well-pald lobbylst for some of the
most influential business Interests of the
state. He controlled the purse strlngs and
the machinery of the Republlcan Party, the
Republican members of the Legislature, and
the executlve when a Republlcan was
governor. It has been Implled by one
source that Brayton was able to accomplish
this through various corrupt practices,
including the giving and taking of bribes.1

The Brayton-led Republican Party, In
additlon to wusually domlnatling the
executive branch of the state government,
controlled the Leglslature as well. This
power was malntalned, particularly In the
Senate, through over-representation of the
small, traditionally Republican towns. By
1900, 77 per cent of the state’s In
habitants were represented by thirty
senators.2 The Democratic minority usually
represented the few, heavlily populated
cities of the state, while the majority
represented the many rural Republican towns
of Rhode Island.3 Control over the
Leglslature, particularly In the Senate,
was made even more Important by the fact
that the governor had lost most of hls
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appointive powers to the Senate through the
Brayton Law of 1901. Thls measure not only
gave the Senate the power to reject
appolntments made by the governor, but also
to substitute and confirm Ilts own
nominees.4 The governor had no veto power
over the leglslation passed by the General
Assembly. Under these condltlons machine
polltics f lourlshed In Rhode Island.
Brayton not only pulled the strings that
operated the Republican Party In Rhode
Island, but from his unofficlal offlce in
the Statehouse <controlled the state
government as well .5

At the beglinning of each leglslatlive
sesslon Brayton moved into the Providence
County Sherlff’s offlce In the Statehouse.
Although he had no legal authority to do
so, this annual Invasion had rarely been
challenged and it was from thls strategic
position that he called the signals for the
Republican_legislatures.6

In his 1906 campaign Higgins
repudiated Brayton and Braytonism and had
promised to do all that he could to remove
the boss from the Statehouse. This was
apparently a popular cause among some
Republlicans as well as Democrats for
Higgins won that year. Although he was not
successful in carrying out his campalgn
- promlse, the followlng year he had recelved
endorsement of the usually Republlcan
Providence Journal and was again
victorlous.

Until September 16, 1908, the major
hurdle in the path of Republican victory
was Higgins,8 but on that date he cleared
the way for the Republicans by announcing
that he would not seek a thlird term. He
explalned hls declslon as due to Increased
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business responsibilities that would not
allow him to carry out the dutles of
governor.?

On October 1 the Democratic State
Convention nominated Olney Arnold of
Providence for governor. Arnold was a
loyal Democrat and a man well-known In the
busliness world of Rhode Island. He was,
however, a pollitlical novice. Although
forty-seven years old when nominated, he
had only entered the world of polltlcs the
year before, serving as a member of the
General Assembly from Providence.10 As his
running mate the Democrats nominated
Adelard Archambault, a former mayor of
Woonsocket but more important a candidate
of French descent. The selectlon of
Archambault was undoubtedly an attempt by
the Democrats to gain the large
Franco-American vote of the state and at
the same time paclify French-Canadlans
within the Party who had apparently been
unhappy over the "continued dominance of

the Democratlc Party by the Irish
politicians."11

Although other prominent Republicans
had been mentloned as posslble candldates
for governor, Pothler seemed to have the
strongest concerted support. During the
flrst days of October various manufacturing
Interest of northern Rhode Island organized
to support Pothler’s nomlnatlon.12 Between
October S and 7, 1908, persons representling
these Interests "strongly urged upon party
leaders [ Republlcan ] the nominatlon of
Mr. Pothler as a means of securing to the
entire Republican tlcket the large
French-Canadian vote of that district."13

The Republicans had to have a
candidate who would be satisfactory to the
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various elements within the Party. After
gatisfylng this requirement, the
Republlicans had to have a man who could
support and complement the natlional
Republlican ticket headed by Willlam Howard
Taft. Finally, they had to have a
candidate that could w!in, and by wlnning
help other Republicans to win. Thls was a
large order but Aram Pothier seemed to meet
the requirements.

There was no doubt In the mlnds of
Party leaders that Pothler was a loyal
Republlcan. He had served the Party well
as school commltteeman, auditor, mayor,
assemblyman, and llieutenant governor. The
nomination of Pothier would not only
counteract the placement of Archambault In
the second spot on the Democratic ticket
but override 1It, for a Franco-American
would then have the top spot on the
Republlican ticket,

The ethnic factor was conslidered

carefully by both polltical partles. A
majority of the people in Rhode Island at
that t lme were elther immigrants or

children of Immigrants. Among the foreign
born, the largest group were the Irish, but
a close second were the Franco-
Americans.14 The Irish had aligned
themselves against the English-Yankees in
the state and were usually Democrats, but
the French had not deflinlitely allgned
themselves wlth elther party. Most
Republicans felt that with Pothler as thelr
candldate for governor they could galn the
French vote for thelr slde, thus ensuring
victory.1% Pothier’s nomination would also
serve "to postpone the consolidation of the
ranks of the immigrant groups and to keep
the old Yankee element in control of the
Republican Party of the state.l16
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The cltles and towns that had caused
the occaslonal shlft In power In the House
of Repregentatlves had been the
manufacturlng communltlies of the Blackatones
and Pawtuxet Valleys where the
French-Canadian vote was heavy. With
Pothler at the head of the ticket, “the
House would be <=ecure to the Republlcans
without questlion."17

Another factor assoclated with the
ethnlc questlon and of great concern to the
manufacturing Interests supportlng
Pothler’s candldacy was the electlon of
Congressman Adln Capron of the Second
Congresslonal District. Republican Capron
had been serving In Washlington slnce 1897
and hls seat was consldered reasonably safe
for the Bepublicans., Mr. Capron’s district
Included most of the heavily French
communities of the Blackstone  Valley.
Varlous groups were alarmed over the
possible defectlon of Archambault’s
candldacy. These groups felt that 1t was
to thelr advantage to have a Republican,
and in particular, Mr. Capron representing
them 1In Washlngton. These Industrlal
concerns urged the nomination of Pothler to
Insure Capron’s victory and the victory of
the entire Republican ticket.18

Publicity is always a factor in an
election. The press, by takling a positlon,
can and has influenced the outcome of many
contests. The most Iinfluential newspaper
In Rhode Island In 1908 was the Providence

. Although the Jourpal had
traditionally supported Republicans, "It
had wome undser the control of men who
refused to sanction or remaln silent upon
those corrupt practlces that characterlzed
Republlcan rule In Rhode Island for many
years."19 In other words, the Journal
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opposed Braytonism and would not support a
Republican candidate who was part of

"hossism and brlbe glving."20 Many
Republicans felt that the support of the
Journal was essential to the Republican
victory.21 Although Pothier had long

served the Party, there seemed to be no
connection between Pothler and Brayton.
This made Pothler attractlve not only to
the Jourpnal but to other Republlcans who
had voted for Higglns in repudiation of

Brayton. The people who controlled the
main Industries and banks of Rhode Island
were generally Republicans. By glving

financial support to the campalgns of
Republican candlidates these Interests to
some degree Indlrectly controlled who the
candldates would be, The chalrman of the
Republican State Central Committee was
usually the paid agent of the flnancial
interests of the Republican party, and he
in turn usually hand picked the candidates
for state office.22 Pothier was acceptable
to the powers behind the Republican party.
Not only was he an experlenced and
successful Industriallst, he was also a
banker. In fact, hls tles with the world
of flnance were so close that, whlle
governor, Pothier became preslident of the
Unlon Trust Company of Providence.Z23

Late in September Pothier received the
endorsement of the Republlcan State Central
Committee. On October 8, 1908, the
Republtican convention named him as its
candidate for governor. The outstanding
feature of the dull campalgn that followed
was the lack of maJor Issues. It was
apparent from the beglnning that the
Democrats would agaln use Brayton and
Braytonism as the chlef target In thelr
campalgn, but Pothler kllled this Issue by
repudlating Brayton and publlicly
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disassoclating himself from the "boss".
Early In 1907 Brayton had come out in favor
of two constltutlional amendments: One would
reapportion the House and the other would
glve the veto power to the governor.
Brayton favored a plan which would force
both pieces of legislatlon through together
as one bill. He felt that If the governor
was going to get the veto power the House
should be reapportioned and gerrymandered
to make a Democratlic governor’s veto
Ineffective.24 Even before his nomination
Pothier went on record advocating separate
conslideration of the amendments, arguling
that the people should have the rlght to
conslider each on Its own merits.25

Pothier’s statement may have been
politically motivated, for separation from
Brayton seemed to be the main theme of his
campalgn. Concerning Brayton, the "boss,"
a typical line of the campaign was, "If I
am elected Governor, I shall not be bossed
by any man."26 And referring to Brayton,
the lobbylist, "If I find any lobbyist of
any party using Improper methods in urgling
or obstructing legislation, I shall protest
with all my power and influence agalnst
such practices."27

On the surface Pothier’s repudlation
of Brayton might seem to be a political
ruse, but one contemporary authorlty feels
that by 1908 Brayton had lost his hold on
the Party. He was quite old, blind, and In
i11 health, and although still considered a
power ful friend by the old Republlicans In
the Senate, he had lost his influence with
the younger elements within the Party .28

Other than publicly disassociating

himself from Brayton, Pothier seemed to
avold any and all issues on the state
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level. He continually took the position of
beling In favor of the natlonal Republlican
platform and advocatlng the electlon of
William Howard Taft. Thls dodglng of
Issues eventually became the only Item that
the Democrats used In attacking Pothier.
They clalmed that Pothler refused to take a
stand on the Issues of the day and that
thils was typlcal of Pothler’s past
political record. A young Democratic
spokesman, Theodore Francls Green of
Providence, declared, "During Mr. Pothier’s
attendance In the General Assembly, there
were fourteen roll call votes on questions
of great Importance, Ilncluding several
constitutional amendments. At elght of
these he [ Pothler ] was reglistered as
absent or not vot!lng."29? This seemed to
have been a rather serlous charge, and
there was no publlic rebuttal by Pothler.

Although the Democrats continued to
attack Pothier’s lInabllity to face up to
the Issues, hlis campaign moved along
smoothly. In addition to completely
separating himself from Brayton, Pothier
presented hlmself as a Republlcan, an
experlenced office holder, and an honest
and devoted servant of the people. This
last polnt seemed to be qulte effectlve,
and Pothler stressed it often throughout
the campalgn. In an address before a large
gathering In Woonsocket, Pothler concluded
his speech by saving, "I know that if I
cannot serve my State with as much talent
or abllity as others can, I can certalnly
serve It with as much devotlion as any of my
opponents." 30

Pothier was alded immeasurably by the
fine publiclty given him by var ious
magazines. The followlng reference to him
ls an example:
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He is a man of strong
personallty, of rare executlive ablllty
and of lofty ldeals. There Is nothling
mean or narrow about him. In these
sterling qualitles of mind and heart
I1s to be found the secret of hls great
popularlity among all classes of good
citlizens. . . . His rugged honesty
has become proverblal among hils
acqualntances, and no cltizen of Rhode
Island stands higher In thelr
esteem.31

In addition to the popular magazines,
Pothler was also treated well by several
trade publlications assoclated with the
textile industry. He was, of course, a
member of the Industry and a Republlcan
candidate for governor. Fibre and Fabrle
was a weekly magazine publlished in Boston,
Massachusetts, for the textile Industry.
It called Pothler “one of the most
successful manufacturers In New England"
and "a man of the highest Integrity, of
lofty ideals, and rare executlve
ability."32 These qualities were the ones
that would appeal to voters. The magazine
went on to remind the voters of northern
Rhode Island that they owed Pothler some

gratltude. "EBver active and enterprlising,
he [ Pothler 1 has done more for the
Industrlal progress and welfare of

Woonsocket, in whlch he has llived for many
vears, than any slx of the most prominent
citizens of that city."33 Another trade
publication had the followlng to say about
Pothler: “Both In busliness and In
politics, he 1Is noted for his thorough
honesty, and In polltics, he |s respected
equally as a private citizen and a public
official."34
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There is reason to believe that much
of what these magazines sald was true. Hls
great executive abllity had been shown many
times. While still only a clerk he
actually ran the Woonsocket Instltute for
Savings. Later he became president, and
under hls leadership the bank showed great
profits.35 Much was sald of Pothler’s
honesty and Integrity. Both hls polltical
allles and foes constantly mention these
qualltles when dlscussing Pothler.36

The Providence Journal did not praise
Pothier, but neither did it attack him.
More important to Republicans, it did not
support Arnold. The Journal did, however,
give more space to Pothier than it did to
Arnold. Statements to the effect that
Pothler would Insure the Republlican hold on
the Leglislature and that he would swing the
Blackstone Valley vote37 encouraged
Pothler’s candldacy.

The 1908 elections resulted In a
Republican landslide, nationally and in
Rhode Island. Taft defeated Bryan for the
presidency by over a mllllion vote plurality
out of nearly fifteen million 1In the
popular vote and 321 ta 162 in the
electoral vote. In Rhode Island, Taft’s
margln of victory was 43,809 to 24,761.38

In addition to Taft’s victory In Rhode
Istand, the Republlicans captured what had
been Democratic mayoralty positlions In
Providence, Central Falls, and Pawtucket.
They also won a secure hold on the
Leglslature, and all the Republican
candidates for the general offlces were
victorlious. Pothier defeated Arnold by
7,270 votes out of 73,509 votes cast for
governor among the six candlidates. He
recelved 38,676 votes to Arnold’s 31,406.39
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The plurallity seems quite small when
compared to Taft’s margin of victory:over
Bryan of over 19,000.

It may be argued that Pothier was
fortunate to have been carrlied iInto offlce
on the great victory wave of Taft.
Pothler’s own city of Woonsocket spllit Its
vote, electing a French Democratic mayor
but giving Pothler a strong victory over
Arnold, "whereas It had voted for Higgins
the vear before, when no Frenchman was In
the race."40 This, of course, is an
indication of Importance of ethnic voting
In the campalgn. In 1907 Hlagglns had
defeated his Republican opponent by 239
votes in Woonsocket. Pothier’s plurality
in his own town was 1,122, which meant that
his candldacy gained 1,361 votes for the
Republlican Party. When it Is considered
that Hlgagins’ total plurallity In the
electlon of 1907 was only 2,295 votes, the
Pothler made up over half that in
Woonsocket alone. When the two large
Blackstone Valley communitles are counted,
the ethnic question becomes even more
meanlngful. Pothler’s’s plurallty In
Central Falls was 435, whlch represented a
net galn of 697 votes. His plurality In
Pawtucket was 1,678 votes, a net galn of
2,569, Looklng, then, only at the three
largest communities of the Blackstone
Valley, which had large French populatlons,
Pothler’s plurallty was 3,235 over Arncld,
but hls net galn over Hlgg!ins was 4,627.41

What does all this show? BAmong other
things 1t shows that Pothier’s victory In
1908 cannot be attrlbuted simply to the
candldate but rather to a comblnation of
factors. Taft ran well ahead of Pothler
and it must be assumed that Pothler was
‘helped considerably by national politlcs.
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The Journal indicated that the primary
reason for the Republlican victory In Rhode
Island was the natlonal Republlican
landsl ide. 42 At the same time the fact
that Pothier ran so well in the Blackstone
Valley and won back many of the votes that
Higgins had recelved In 1906 and 1907
cannot be overlooked. The fact of
Pothler’s ancestry certalnly contrlibuted
not only to his victory but to the victory
of other Republlcans.43

III - ELECTION AND REFORM

During the 1908 campalgn for governor
the question of constitutlional amendments
became a key Issue. Many people in the
state believed certain parts of the
constitution had become outmoded and should
be changed. They contended that the
governor should have the veto power, the
General Assembly should be reapportlioned,
state officers should have a two-year term,
and the voting gquallflicatlons should be
changed.

In 1908 Rhode Island was governed In
accordance with a constlitution that had

been put Into effect In 1843, This
constitutlion gave few real powers to the
governor; his maln dutles were soclal, "to

serve as officlal host and speech-maker for
the state."l He had practically no control
over administration nor did he possess the
power to veto legislation. Most of the
power was In the hands of the General
Assembly. The only time a governor had any
real Influence on the operatlon of state
government was |f he was of the same
pollitical party as the maJorlty In the

Leglslature. Even In this event the
governor could only suggest, glve advice,
or recommend. The governor’s legal
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impotence could best be seen when he was of
the opposite party to that In control of
the TLeglslature.2 This was evident when
James Hlgglins was governor. He seemed
popular and introduced or supported many
reforms that eventually came after hls
administrations. The governor could
recommend, but that was as far as his
powers went.

The governor did have a few
inslgnlficant appolntlve powers, but even
these were subject to the restrictions of
the Brayton Law of 1901. Under that law
the Senate had to approve almost all
appolntees of the governor. If It refused
to approve the governor’s appointee, then
the Senate had the rlight to select its own
nomlinee to flll the positlion. “Thus the
important factor of patronage rested in the
Senate’s collective hands, In reallty the
Republican Party bosses’, and not in the
governor’s."3 Not only did the Legislature
control the governor’s appolntive powers,
but the varlous departments, boards, and
commissions that adminlistered the state’s
government were responslble to the
Legislature rather than the governor.4

The Republican Party had controlled
the Legislature for many years, a sltuation
which continued into the early twentieth
century through the effective employment of
a rotten-borough system of representation.5
The Senate was composed of thirty-eight
members, one from each communlity. The
small towns were traditlonally Republican
whlile the larger, especlally were turning

to the Democratle column. In the electlon
of 1908 about twenty-two people voted In
Providence to elect one senator. In the

same vyear one hundred and seven people
voted In West Greenwich to elect one
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senator.®6 As a result of 'this system the
ten largest clties and towns of Rhode
Island havlng approximately 82 per cent of
the population were represented by only ten
senators, whlle 18 per cent of the
populatlion elected twenty-elght senators.

The situation was not qulte so unfalr
In the House of Representatives. The House
had seventy-two members but no city or town
could have more than twelve members.
Providence had the maximum, which meant
that this clty with over one-third of the
state’s population, had only 12 1/2 per
cent of the House membershlp. Thils left &0
seats to be apportloned among 37 remalnlng
comnunities. Each had to have at least one
representatlve which agaln meant that the
larger communities were often short-changed
to the benefit of the small Republican
towns.

Even in the larger communities llike
Providence, where the population had grown
tremendously over the last half of the
nineteenth century primarily as a result of
the great migratlion of forelgn-born Into
the state, pollitics remalned In the hands
of "the ollgarchic commercilial and
manufacturing Interests, the helrs to the
landed arlistocracy that ruled the state In
Its early hlstory."7 These interests were
able to do this through outdated votlng
qualiflications. Brlefly, these
qualifications were that all adult male
citizens could vote If they owned at least
$134 worth of property; otherwise they paid

a one dollar poll tax. These ‘"registry
voters" could not vote for clty councllmen
Or ©On any revenue measures, In hls 1907

Inaugural address to the General Assembly,
Governor Hlgglns stated, "No state In the
Union except Rhode Island requires such a
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qualification."8 He went on to recommend a
constitutional amendment abollishlng
property quallflcations for voting.

With these tools at Jis dlsposal, It
ls easy to see why the entrenched
Republican Party traditlionally mlght upset
its hold on the General Assembly. The fact
that a Democrat was occasionally elected
governor presented reason enough for the
Republicans to oppose the executive veto.
As for abolishing the property
qguallficatlons on voting, the Republlcans
did not want to rlisk thelr almost certaln
victorles by maklng new voters ellglble
without knowling thelr polltlcal leanlngs.

The question of the governor’s veto
over legislation trlggered several reforms
that came about during Pothier’s flrst year
In offlce. Democrats had wurged this
because 1t seemed thelir only chance of
curblng Republlican control In the
legislature. Tradition was on the side of
the veto; the federal government provlided
for it.

A major breakthrough came In January,
1906, when Repub!llcan Governor George Utter
urged that an amendment to provide for the
executlve veto be approved by the General
Assembly. He sald:

I would urge the adoptlon at this
session a resolutlon to submlit to the
people an amendment to the
constlitution placlng upon the chlef
executive the duty of approving or
disapproving all leglslature acts, the
duty known popularly as approval or
veto. I urge thls because it would
plainly be for the beneflt of the
people as a whole.?
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Now a Republican governor had added his
volce to those favoring the executlve veto,
but the Leglslature took no actlon.

In the electlon of 1906 the Democratlic
candldate for governor, James Hlgglns,
urged that the governor be glven the power
to veto legislatlon. After wlnnlng the
electlon, he went before the Republlcan
controlled Leglslature and agaln demanded

the veto power. "I recommend most heartily
vyour approval of a constltutlonal amendment
which will glve the governor the veto

power."10

On April 3, 1907, a bill providing for
the executive veto was Introduced by Zenas
Bliss, a Republican from Cranston. It
provided for a three-flfths vote of each
house to override the governor’s veto.
This blll had bl-partlsan support and was
also supported by the Providence .Journal,
which on Aprlil 11 urgéd the House to pass
It promptly. The edltorlial asserted that
“this power belongs by every principle of
Justlice to the office of governor.'11

On April 12 the House voted thirty-one
to twenty-four in favor of the bill, but a
constltutlonal amendment, In order to pass,
had to recelve a majority of the total
House membership of seventy-two. Since
thirty-seven votes were needed to pass the
measure, |t was defeated. Interestingly
enough, those not voting were all
Democrats. The reason or reasons for thelr
not voting Is not clear, but as the Jourpal
put it, “"the veto blill was defeated
yesterday through the fallure of the
majority members of the house to appreclate
their opportunity."12 '
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Although the veto bill had not passed
the 1907 session of the House, both
political parties supported the givling of
the veto power to the governor In thelr
platforms In November 1907. After winning
re-electlon Governor Hlgglins went before
the General Assembly and agaln spoke in
favor of the veto blll:

Both partles also stand pledged
by thelr recent platforms to give to
the executive of the state a
substantial veto power. It lIs
reasonable to expect therefore that
such a reform will be inaugurated at
this session.13

What Higgins got, however, from the
Republican controlled Senate was
unexpected. On March 19, 1908, a blll
combining the veto measure wlith a House
reapportlionment measure was reported out of
the Senate Judiclary Commlittee. The
Democrats opposed the blll on the grounds
that each item should be consldered
separately. The proposal brought a storm
of protest. The next day Governor Hlgglns
in an interview to the press said:

I think that the coupling of
these bills In one resolutlion Is a
positive farce, pure and simple. I
regard It as a cheap politlcal trilck
of Charles R. Brayton to saddle a
gerrymandering proposition, which will
place the state for years to come
under hls control, onto a veto
amendment which he conslders
popular.14

The motive of the Republicans was
obvious. If the governor was going to
receive the veto power, then the House
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would be re-districted and gerrymandered
"to ensure the continuation of Republ ican
control In the Legl!slature, which, In turn
would render the veto power meaningless."15
On March 24, 1908, the proposal to combine
the two amendments passed the Senate. The
Jourpal’s front page story sald, "The
Republlican leaders felt that the only way
of saving the state, If a Democratic
governor was elected, was to reapportlion
first."16

The Republicans apparently were not In
full agreement on this Issue of combinlng
the constitutlional amendments. Former
Governor Utter openly criticlzed the
passage of the resolution combining the
two, stating that "It was the Intention of
those who drew up the Republican platforms
to bring before the people of the state two
amendments to the constltutlon, one for the
veto power and the other. for an Increase In
the representatlon In the General
Assembly."17

On April 2, 1908, the Republican
members of the House of Representatives, iIn
caucus, voted by a "large majorlity"18 to
support the comblining of the two amendments
under the one resolutlion. And on April 10,
1908, the House passed the resolution "by a
strict party of vote of 42 to 20."19? The
vresolution had to be made public offlclally
to each town and city and then to be
reconsidered by the 1909 General Assembly.
It would flnally be submitted to the voters
in November of 1909.

In the gubernatorlal campalgn of 1908,
Pothler disassoclated himself from Brayton
and the Republlican legislatlive leaders by
strongly advocating that the amendments be
consldered separately even though he was In
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favor of both. In a speech at Warren, he
sald, "It 1Is <clearly In the splrlt of
Amerlcan government to glve the executlve
the veto power over legislation In some
form." In regard to reapportlionment,
Pothler stated, "QOur purposes should be
constant advancement and contlnual reform
as needed reforms present themselves."
Conslidering the sgeparatlon of the two, he
contlnued, "It Is my clear Judgment that
the people should have the fullest
opportunlity to express thelr mlinds
concerning these two proposltlons and that
they should have the right to vote on them
separately."20 Pothler also made 1t clear
that the 1909 General Assembly could change
the manner In which these proposals could
be submitted to the people. He declared
that "if 1 am elected, I shall recommend to
the General Assembly that these
propositions be so submitted to the people
that they may vote on them separately."21
This was obviously a shrewd polltical
maneuver by Pothler. It was popular to be
against Brayton. The people approved of
his position on this and so did the
Journpal .

After winning electlon Pothler
strongly polnted out to the General
Assembly what the people expected as a
result of the electlion:

The fact should be emphasized
that the people did and do expect to
be permitted to vote on the veto
question by itself, and I firmly
belleve 1t Is a privilege that of
right belongs to them.22

The governor got what he wanted. The
1909 General Assembly easlly passed and
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submitted to the voters for ratification
three separate constlitutlonal amendments:

1. To aglve the veto power to the
qgovernor.

2. To make the lleutenant governor
the presiding afflcer In the
Senate.

3. To Increase the slize of the House
from 72 to 100, and !n cltles and
towns electing more than one,
electlon to be by dlstricts rather
than at-large.

This last amendment carried the stipulatlion
that no town or clty could have more than
twenty-flve seats.

Some contlnued to feel that the
Republicans had still malintalned the
advantage In thelr favor. Providence had
40 per cent of the state’s population but
could have only 25 per cent of the House
seats.23 Brayton also stated publlcly that
"the redlstricting amendment could be
worked out so that the Democrats would
never have more than twenty-four out of the
one hundred seats."24

The electlon of 1909 had two focal
polnts, the race for governor and the three
constltutional amendments placed before the
people. The Democrats nominated Olney
Arnold to run agalnst Pothler, and the
proposed amendments were often the subjects
of his campalign. Arnold urged the
rejection of the reapportlionment amencdment
on the grounds that It would be simply a
Brayton tool .25 Pothler countered thls by
looklng at the hilstory of the subject. "It
is dlifflcult to reconcile the attitude of
the Democrats on the re-districting

-30-



‘proposal with their ofthepeated appeal for
minority representation."26

The Democrats declared that they were
for the veto amendment, but not 1In the
hands of a governor under the control of
Brayton. The Impllcatlon, of course, was
that Pothler could not use the veto power
as he saw flt, but that Arnold could put
the veto to good use because he was
Independent of Brayton. Pothier, on the
other hand, emphasized all during the
campalgn that he would use the veto power
wilsely and independently. An example of
hls approcach to thls questlon appeared In
the Providence Journal on October 30, 1909.
In his statement, which was typical of many
statements on this polnt during the
campaign, he declared that he would veto
any measure that would gerrymander the
House:

The bill prescribing the
boundaries of those districts will
never recelve my slgnature until the
llnes shall have been drawn as to
rencder those dlstricts as nearly equal
In population and as compact as
possible.27

There were, however, doubts concerning
Pothier’s declared Independence of the
Republican machlne. The volce of doubt was
the Journal. In an edltorlal late in the
campalgn, the paper declared, "No one would
anticipate from Olney Arnold any I|mproper
or equivocal use of the veto." However,
the editorlal warned, "It would be
difficult for any Republlcan governor,
gselected under prevalling conditlons, to
show such Independence as Mr. Pothler
wishes the people of Rhode Island to
belleve he Is capable of."28
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It is not difficult to understand the
Journal’s posltlon at thls time. In 1906
the Journal hlred John R. Rathom as Its
managing edltor. Rathom was a dynamlc and
experlienced newspaperman «ho had been
brought to Providence by the Jourpnal’s
preslident, Stephen D. Metcalf, to lead an
"“Independent" newspaper and to wage a
campaign agalnst Dbosslsm and Brayton.
Although the owners of the Journal were
Republicans they were opposed to Brayton.
From 1906 to 1910 the Journal under
Rathom’s leadership warred agalinst Brayton
and generally did not endorse candidates
for offlce who had the backlng of Brayton.
Pothler fell into thls category.29

Pothler, however, had made hlis point
with the people, for on election day the
voters re-elected hilm governor with an
11,769 vote plurallty.30 Moreover, all
three constitutional amendments were
ratifled; the thlirteenth amendment was to
reapportion the now one hundred seats In
the House, the fourteenth amendment gave
the lieutenant governor power to preside
over the Senate, and the fifteenth
amendment gave the governor the veto power.
All three were approved by large marglins.31

During the campaign Pothler had
promlsed the people that the
reapportionment amendment would not result
In gerrymandering. It was his Intentlon to
keep that promlse. In his annual address
to the General Assembly, Governor Pothler
proposed that reapportlionment detalls be
worked out by a commission, and "such a
commission should be glven full authority
to determine the proper apportionment of
representatives among the cities and towns,
subject to ratlflcatlon by the General
Assembly."32 It was clear that Pothier was
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willing to use whatever powers he possessed
to assure the proper reapportionment of the
House.

On February 18, 1910,a resolutlon came
out of the General Assembly glving the
governor the authorlty to appoint a
nine-member commission to work out the
detalls of redistricting and reapportlioning
the one hundred seats In the House of
Representatives. The governor was also
given the power to fill any vacancies on
the commlssion.

Pothler considered the appolntment of
thls commission of the utmost Importance,
and the responsibllity to appolnt thls
commission as the greatest of honors
bestowed upon him as governor. Concernlng
thls responsibility, he sald, "If when my
term of offlce 13 over, I can look back to
the fact that the state was redlstrlcted
during my term of offilce with absolute
falrness, I shall be happy."33

It had been no secret that the
Legislature would pass the resolutlon
providing for a redistricting commission.
There was, however great speculation as to
whom Pothlier would appolint. Pothler had
his men plcked before the passage of the
legislation and kept thelr names secret
untll submitted to the Senate for
approval .34

There were apparent "leaks" to the
press concerning the appolinted short of
giving thelr names. One "leak" suggested
that many names had been submltted to the
governor for conslderation, "but they have
all been completely dismissed from
conslideration."35 Concerning the possible
appointment of politicians to the
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commission, another "leak" stated, "It is
also known that the governor wlll not name
any professlonal politiclan to the
commission no matter whether he be a
Democrat or a Republlcan."36 Another
statement concerning the appolnted said,
“1t has been the governor’s purpose, it Is
sald, to select men whose standlng In the
community Is such that, although they may
be classed as Republicans or Democrats,
they may be relled upon to rlse above
partlisanship and reapportlon the state in a
manner that ls absolutely falr."37

On February 22 Pothier appointed a
board consisting of six Republlicans, two
Democrats, and one Lincolnian. The
Democrats In the Assembly appeared to be
satisfled with the Republicans chosen and
found no fault with the other three.38 The
Republicans were not altogether happy wlth
the appolintment of the Lincolnian. In this
appointment Pothler had annoyed the
Republicans In the Senate and Brayton 1In
particular. But Pothlier apparently could
act Independently of Brayton because of his
popularity and the Senate could not vote
agalnst Pothler’s appointed. In a brief
statement to the press, Brayton said, "How
would it look for the Senate to refuse to
approve the appolntments made by the most
popular governor Rhode Island has had in
years?" 39 :

The Journal felt that Pothier had
appolnted a good commlssion and commended
him. "The governor has displayed In thelr

selectlon freedom from narrow partlsanship
and has evidently deslred to show the
people of the state that he Is personally
responsible for redistrictling."40
Concerning the members of the commission,
the Jourpal went on to say, "It is not a
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commlssion of polltical gerrymanders that
the governor would entrust with this
Important task, but a responsible body of
self-respecting citizens who are likely to
do their work without fear or favor."4l
The governor had done his Jjob well and most
observers seemed to approve his
appointments.42

On February 24, 1910, the Senate
unanimously approved all nlne of Pothier’s
appointments., On April 15, 1910, after the
commission had begun its work, the General
Assembly passed a resolution calllng upon
the commlission to dellver its flnal report
to the governor by August 1, 1210, and on
that date, the commission did deliver its
final report to Pothier.42 The commission
had done 1its job speedlly and to the
satisfaction of most people. O0On August 10,
1910, the report was submltted to and
approved by a speclal sesslon of the
General Assembly. The Journal compllimented
the board for lts work, as "there had been
no gerrymander!ing and all the districts had
followed natural lines."44 But behind the
comnission was Governor Pothier; to him
must go substantlal credit for puttling the
thirteenth amendment into effect.

Shortly after the work of
reapportioning was completed both political
parties began to prepare for the fall
electlons. On October B8, 1910, the
Democratic State Convention nominated Lewis
Waterman, a Providence attorney who had
served two vyears In the state House of
Representatives, for governor. As
expected, Governor Pothler was agaln
nomlnated by the Republicans. Apparently
feellng confident that he could win on hils
past record, Pothler dld not run a "hard"
campalan. He seemed content to parry
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statements made by his opponent and really
of fered nothing new. Waterman attacked
Pothler on hls use of the veto or rather
lack of its use; Pothler’s only reactlion to
this was to say that Waterman had pald him
a compliment In that he could find only one
flaw In the administratlion.45

On other occasions Waterman referred
to Pothler as belng a "corporatlion man."
To this Pothler replled:

In his vain search for some
effective polnt of attack agalnst the
state adminlstration, the opposing
candidate for governor now charges 1t
up agalnst the present governor that
he ls a corporation man ... My
opponent forces me into the fatal
admission. I confess that for the
past ten years I have devoted some
attention to building up manufacturing
Interests In the northern part of
Rhode Island.

It Is too the sad fact that the
mills with which I am connected
developed largely upon the capltal and
brains that were lnduced to locate |n
Rhode Island through my efforts, are
today glving employment to may
hundreds of operatlves wlth a comblined
payroll of one mllllon dollars
annually.

I cannot be charged w!th boastling
in admitting these facts. I am
confessing that the charges made
agalnst me are true. If thls Is a
crime, I am gullty.46

It seems then that Pothler took thls
campalgn llghtly and was content to go Into
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the electlion without offerling any
substantlially new program and wlthout
criticlzing the opposlitlon. Waterman
accused the Republlcans of standlng pat and
charged that Pothler had misused the veto.
The Democrats tied Pothler to Senator
Aldrich and his tariff pollicy, one that had
brought much nation-wide disfavor to the
Republlicans. They challenged the
Republicans to debate the lssues, and when
rebuffed, accused them of belng afraid to
face the lssues.47

As a result Pothler won the election
but only by 1,140 votes. HIs plurallty had
been reduced by over 10,000 votes from the
1909 electlon.48 There is no doubt that
Pothler’s lackadalsical campalgn had much
to do with the results: He ran behind the
rest of the Republican tlicket. The Journal
claimed that only George Utter’s strong
showing in the race for Congress saved the
others from defeat.4?

In January, 1910, Pothier had begun
the campaign for blennlal electlons for
state offlcers In hls address to the
General Assembly:

The new conditions upon whlch the
state government !s entering seem to
me favorable for proposing this year
an amendment to the constlitution
providing blennlial elections for the
general officers and members of the
General! Assembly ... I do belleve that
It would tend to minimize political
expedlency as an element In the
enactment, admlnistration, and
executlon of laws.50

Taking the governor’s lead, the House
EgJority leader Iintroduced the Iegislation'
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on January 11, 1910.51 The amendment
easlly passed both Houses of the 1910
General Assembly, and If re-approved by the
1911 Assembly, would be submltted to the
voters In November of 1911.

Blennlal electlons became a polltical
Ilssue during the 1911 session of the
General Assembly. Both houses wlth thelr
Republican majorities passed the measure,
but in each house the Democrats voted In
opposition. They claimed that the blll was
not properly written.52

In October, 1911, the Democrats again
nominated Lewis Waterman for governor,
largely on the strength of his good showlng
In the previous electlon. The Democrats
platform Included a plank In opposlitlion to
the blennlal election amendment. It
clalmed that the blll was not well written
and that If state Dblennlal electlions
colincided with national electlons 1t would
be difficult "to give state electlons the
attention they deserved."53 The Journal
sald the Democratic ticket was not a strong
one and that the "Democratic hostility to
biennlal elections Is unfortunate."54

Pothler was renominated by the
Republicans, but only after he had sent a
letter, which was made public to the
chalrman of the Republlcan State Central
Commlittee. In this letter Pothler
Indicated that he would not accept the
nomination wunless the Republlicans were
willing to go along with his
recommendations concerning the platform and
the campalgn. Among the recommendations
was a statement urging the support of
blennlal elections.55 The Jourpal pralsed
the letter saylng that It was “"monumental
proof that the Governor has grown Immensely
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in independence, and it will do more than
innumerable stump speeches to make hls
re-electlon posslble,"56

Durling the campalgn Pothier urged that
the blennlal elections amendment be
approved, but other than that he seemed to
base his campalgn on hls past pérformance
as governor. He told a large rally In
Providence, "I trust that my endeavor in
the past to promote leglslatlon for the
public welfare Is sufficient to guarantee
my Iintentions for the future."S7 The
biennial elections amendment appeared to ke
the only Issue that both parties argued
during the campalgn. So closely was the
amendment linked to Pothler that the
politlical advertlising gave both equal

space. A newspaper advertisement of the
campalgn appeared on election day In the
Providence Jourpal. The ad was flve

columns wide and In large bold type sald,
"Yote for Governor Pothier," but Jjust below
In print Just as large, It urged, "Vote to
approve blennial electlons."58

The measure, although backed by the
Republlcans and opposed by the Democrats,
had greater support in the larger
communities than In the small towns.
Hereln was the key to Republican strategy.
Waterman’s good showlng in 1910 had come
about from hlis popularlty In Providence.
He had defeated Pothler by 4,249 In this
city, whereas Pothler had won In Provldence
in 1909.59 By appealing to the larger
communities, knowing that the smaller towns
were traditionally Republican, the
Republicans hoped for a safe victory in
1911. Their hopes were realized, for on
November 7, 1911, Aram Pothier was
re-elected governor by a plurallty of 7,394
votes and the sixteenth amendment to the
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Rhode 1Island Constitution was approved
27,149 to 14,176.60

Pothler’s first years as governor were
marked by the great success of the
Republican Party and Pothler’s personal
victorles. They were also distingulshed by
several Important amendments to the state
constitutlon that Pothler had advocated and
In some cases had taken a leading part In
promoting. Pothier’s future, however, was
not completely secure, for 1912 would be a
vyear when national Republican politics and
a strong willed young Democratic candidate
for governor would pose threats to his
string of victories.

IV - VICTORY AND CONTROVERSY

In the gubernatorlal campalgns of 1908
through 1911, the Republlicans had general
politlical condltlions working In thelr favor
and Pothler along wlth many other
Republicans had galned victory. However,
the campaign and election of 1912 would
prove to be far from easy for them. The
prevalllng factors, rather than favorling
the Republican Party of Rhode Island, would
work dramatically agalnst their chances of
victory. If ever Aram Pothler was to lose
a gubernatorial election, it should have
been in 1912.

The storm clouds began to gather for
state Republican leaders on August 5, 1912,
when Theodore Roosevelt accepted the
Progressive Party’s nomination for the
presidency. The spllt In the Republican
Party which resulted in the contest between
Taft and Roosevelt was looked upon with
chagrin by Republicans, for the only result
could be a Democratlic victory.l
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The fact that Party leadershlp was
divided on the natlonal level upset
Republlcan organizations all over the
natlon, but what dlsturbed Republlican
leaders at the state level even more was
the fact that "whenever it could be done
Progressives ran state and local tickets."2
On September 27, 1912, the Progressive
Party chose as |ts candlidate for governor
of Rhode Island Albert H. Humes, a former
mayor of Central Falls. Although he was
given no chance of wlnning, It was felt
that Humes would siphon off some normally
Republican votes.3

The problems within the Republican
ranks seemed to give added life to Rhode
Island Democrats. As a result of
Roosevelt’s candidacy, "lt appeared that
for the first time In years, the Democrats
had an excellent chance to carry Rhode

Island."4 The enthusiasm among state
Democrats brought forth several asplrants
for the Democratic gubernatorlal
nomination, among whom were Theodore

Prancis Green and former state Senator
Addison Munroe of Providence.

On October 10, 1912, the Democratic
State Convention unanlmously nomlnated
Theodore Francls Green for governor.
Green’s nomlnation posed the strongest
threat Pothler had had to face In hls
career as governor. A clever veteran
polltlician, Green had proven hlmself as a
capable mlinority leader In the House of
Representatives during the 1907 General
Assembly session. As a first year
representative his name had been placed In
nomination for House speaker.® He had also
proven himself to be a vigorous campalgner,
working hard for the electlon of James
Higglins In 1906 and 1907 as well as serving
as a party spokesman in the campalgns of
Lewls Waterman. 41



The Democratlc platform favored the
redlstribution of seats in the Rhode Island
Senate, the direct election of United
States senators, and the abolitlon of the
property qualification for voting. It also
Included a flfty-four hour work week for
women and chlildren and the granting of the
appointive power to the governor. The last
item would mean the repeal of the old
Brayton Law.

On October 9, 1912, the Republlican
State Convention unanimously nominated
Pothler for his flfth term as governor.
There had been some talk of not
renomlnatling hlm among those who felt that
there should be a I1llmlt placed on the
number of terms a governor should serve.
There were also rumors to the effect that
Pothler dld not want to run agaln.® This
talk, however, was qulckly stopped when it
was pointed out that Pothler could poll
more votes than any other candldate the
Republicans could have nominated.?

The Republican platform was quite
conservative. It endorsed Taft and
Republlican protective tariff policles but
skirted most of the local reform lIssues and
merely promised to give special attention
to the fifty-four hour work law.8 Although
the platform was vague on this point, it
should be noted that Pothler had "urged the
convention to endorse the measure
outrlght,"? and had not met with much
success.

Green began hls campalgn by attacklng
Republican protective tariff policies and
the state party’s endorsement of them.
Green also accused Pothler of belng a tool
of the mil)l owners and charged that the
state Republlcan Party was controlled by
blg business In general and the textlle
Industry In partlcular.10 As the campalign
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contlnued, Green became convinced that hls
audlence could not understand the
complexities of the tariff question and as
a result soon dropped the lssue. Instead
he concentrated hls efforts on boss rule In
the Republican Party and his claim of
Pothler’s Inslncerity 1In advocating the
flfty-four hour law.ll

Pothlier’s answer to Green’s charges of
insincerlty regarding the flfty-four hour
law was the claim that the time had not

been rlght in the past for such
leglislation. A flfty-four work law would
have placed Rhode Island at an economic
disadvantage Iin relation to nelghboring
states. He went on to say that he was now
in favor of this legisliation, for New York
and Massachusetts had recently passed
fifty-four hour bills.12

Early in the campaign Green had seized
the initiative and had placed Pothlier In a
defensive posltlon. Although Green had
been encouraged by the posslblllity of a
split Republlcan vote, hlis campalgn
recelved 1ts greatest boost on October 14,
1912, when the Providence Jourpnal attacked
Pothler and endorsed Green for governor.13
The Journal’s editorial began by glving
Pothier credlt for advocating some good
measures through the years but censurlng
him for some questlonable appolntments,
The edltorlal contlnued:

Coupled with these credltable
acts, however, has been a subservient
mental attitude which has always
sought the easlest way out of a
polltical tangle, and a constant lack
of Inltiative that appears only to
have been startled out of Its apathy
when popular demand became too
strenuous to be ignored.l4
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According to the paper Pothier was a very
busy buslnessman and posslibly these
business activities Interfered wlith his
dutles as governor, resulting 1in the
nomination being forced upon him in 1911
and agaln In 1912. The article stated that
Pothier had given little to the office,

and sald:

Hls entlire perlod of publlic

offlice has been colorless, and he has
risen to none of the splendid
opportunltlies that had come to him
agaln and agaln to be a real leader.
In short, Mr. Pothler, In hls public
ll1fe at least, Is a drlfter and not a
general. He has always kept himself
ranged closely behind mach!ine
polltliclans.15

In contrast, the Journal had this to
say about Green:

It Is hardly necessary to polnt
out that Mr. Green Is not of this
callber. He Is an uphlll flghter, a
supporter of every good public cause
and a man that could not be persuaded
or Intimidated Into any act which |Is
agalnst the Interests of the people.
The machine politiclans are his
enemies. More than once with all odds
against him he brought confuslion to
thelr plans.l16

As If taking a cue from the Journal,
Green concentrated hls attack on "boss
rule" within the Republican Party. In a
letter to the chalirman of the Democratic
State Central Committee, later made public,
he declared:
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We no longer have In this state a
republican form of government except
In name. Our laws are made and we are
governed by a general assembly which
is controlled by an unrepresentative
Senate which takes order from a pald
party boss.17

Continuing the same theme two days later at
a rally In Provlidence, Green attacked what
he called the "established order":

What Is the established order?
It Is a leglislative body of two
houses - actually controlled by one.
That one, moreover, lIs not indepen-
dent but takes orders from one who ls
not mentloned In the statutes, namely
the pald Republlcan boss, and he In
turn takes orders from those that pay
him.18

In both cases Green was referring to
Charles A. Wilson, Chalrman of the Repub-
lican State Central Committee, as the Party
boss. As for those who pald the boss,
Green was alludlng to some of the blg
business Interests of Rhode Island.

While Green attacked bossism, other
Democrats concentrated thelir attack on
Pothler. At a Democratlic rally in
Wickford, James Wllllams, a Providence
lawyer, declared that Pothler had played
politics with the state’s Judliclary system.
In May, 1912, one of the Judges of the
Superlor Court had died leaving not only a
vacancy on the bench, "but leaving the
remalnlng Judges an amount of busliness they
were unable to cope with."19? Williams also
sald that he had sent a petition to the
governor signed by one hundred members of
the Rhode Island Bar Assoclatlon urging an
immediate appointment, but the governor
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refused to make such an appolntment.
Williams contlnued, "The governor had
probably been advised agalnst performing
thls most Important duty untll after the
elections, by the boss of the party."20

An Important part of the Democratlic
platform was the abollitlon of property
qualifications for voting. Speaking at a
rally in Pascoag, former governor James
Higgins attacked Pothier for not taking a
deflnlte stand on thls lIssue. He stated,
"The people have a rlght to know where any
candidate seeking public offlce stands on
questions of Importance," and malintalned,
"By this time the governor should know
where he stands on thls Issue |nstead of
still thinking it over."2t

In the meantime the Journal contlinued
its campaign against Pothler and its
support of Green saylng:

One Is a timld trimmer: the other
Is a man of uncompromising sincerity.
One |Is bound: the other ls free. One
would be the voice of the boss: the
other would act accordlng to his own
convictions. The voters of Rhode
Island should not find it difficult to
choose .22

While the Democrats were vigorous In
thelr attacks on Pothler and the
Republicans, Pothler waged a very aqulet
campaign and In many cases he let others

speak for him. The Republican platform
lgnored most of the Democratlc charges and
placed the Republican record of
accompl ishment before the people. In a

campalign speech Representative Arthur
Summer gave Pothler credit for the good of
the people during the 1912 legislative
session. These new laws Included tax
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reform, a workman’s compensation law, and a
public utllitles act. Faclng up to the
Issue of the governor’s sSlncerlity
concernling the flfty-four hour work law, he
stated that the governor was In favor of
this leglislatlon and asked, "Can anyone

doubt that thls measure will be turned Into
law?" 23

In a Providence speech Pothler
outllned the type of leglslation he and the
Republ ican Party favored:

It Is legislation as 1s here
proposed that the Republican Party Is
enacting for the benefit of the people
of Rhode Island. Laws which provide
compensatlion for Injured workmen,
which reduce the hours of labor for
women and children, which regulate
public service corporatlions and which
prevent strikes and lockouts are
essential measures for the protectlon
of the men, women, and chlldren
comprising our population.24

If the varlous factors In thls
campaign had seemed to go against Pothier
up to this point, the flnal blow came on
November 3, 1912, almost on the eve of the

election. On that day Congressman George
Utter, the Republlican candldate 1In the
Second Congressional District, dled. In

1910 Utter had defeated his Democratic
opponent for Congress by over flve thousand
votes and 1t had been <=sald that hls
election had carrled Pothler to hlis narrow
victory of that year.25 To replace Utter
the Republlicans nomlnated Zenas Bliss of
Cranston to run against Democrat Peter
Gerry. Gerry won the election by a slim
393 votes.26 The sudden death of Utter not
only cost the Republlcangs a seat In
Congress, but adversely affected the entire
Republlican ticket.27
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On the Sunday before the electlion the
Jourpnal ran a speclal sectlion gliving both
Pothler and Green the chance to sum up
thelr cases for the people of Rhode Island.
Green declared:

The dominating lssue of the
campalgn |s the question of whether or
not the existing partlisan machine
shall contlnue to rule the state. All
other questions are subordinate to
this in importance because 1t makes no
difference how we, the clitlzens of the
state, decide them |f the ultimate
declislon rests wlith the machlne In
power .28

In what appeared to be an almost
humble statement, Pothler de-emphasized hls
own personal Importance, but displayed hls
loyalty to the party. Hls statement was:

As an Individual 1 am not seeking
this offlce, but as the candldate of
the Party responslible for the
efflcient manner In which the
government of the state 1s belng
admlnlstered, I am seekling It and ask
that the people will give their
endorsement to the party which has so
signally demonstrated its capaclty for
discharging the public duties
entrusted to 1t.29

Pothler’s statement was qulte signiflcant,
for although he was hlghly respected by
Republ ican leaders and hlis advice was often
sought, as governor he was more often a
f lgurehead and spokesman for the party than
its leader.30 This Is not to say that
Pothler was a nonentlty. When he felt
strongly on an Issue he would speak out
even if speaking out meant disagreeing with
a Party leader. His statement Indicates
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that he belleved hls role to be that of a
loyal Republlcan who was but part of an
organization. It seems clear that Pothler
was wlilling to subordinate himself for the
beneflt of the Party.

On November 5, 1912, the voters of
Rhode Island gave the state’s electoral
vote to Woodrow Willson. For governor,
however, the people re-elected Pothler, "lIn
splte of the fact that the Progresslve
candidate for governor took 8,457 normally
Republican votes, and In splite of the fact
that Green actually received more votes
than Wilson."31 Pothier’s plurality was
1,408 and the actual vote was 34,133 to
32,725.32

Erwin Levine proposes two basic
reasons for Pothler’s victory, one economlic
and the other ethnic. He c¢lalms that the
Republicans had proved to the workers of
the state that their fiscal policles were
sound, making business stable and
employment high. The workers were afraid
that by voting for Green they would put
their Job security in Jjeopardy.33 Levine
also contends that the voters of French
extraction continued to support Pothler
because Green had attacked hls Inteagrity
and sincerity on the fifty-four hour law
and this they would not tolerate.34

There is some evidence to support
Levine’s second polnt. Pothler’s victory
margln dld come from the Blackstone Valley
and In particular from Woonsocket. Hlis
plurallity In the Blackstone Valley was
3,429 votes.35

One point that Levine di!d not make,
however, was that, although Green and the
Democrats seemed to have most of the
advantages, Green at this stage In his
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career was not a strong vote getter. On
the other hand Pothler had malntalned a
great deal of personal popularity and the
Republlcan Party was stlill strongly
organized and well financed.36

Pothler’s victory made him the flrst
Rhode Island governor to be elected for a
two-year term under the provisions of the
blennial electlons amendment to the Rhode
Island Constitution. Thls trlumph,
however, was to be his last before hls
temporary retjrement from politlcs in 1914.

In January, 1913, Pothler, In hls
message to the General Assembly, said
little that was new or surprising. He did
advocate the passage of the fifty-four hour
work law for women and children. "There is
no apparent reason for delaying the passage
of such an act in Rhode Island,” he
declared.37 On the important issue of
abolishing property quallflications for
voting, Pothier said nothlng.

The General Assembly passed the
filfty-four hour work law, but the I1ssue
that occupled most of the Assembly’s time
was the question of property quallficatlions
for voters. The Republlican leaders were
opposed to dropping the property
qualification while the Democrats generally
supported a change in the law.

Early In the leglislative session of
1913 Democratlc Representatlve Albert West
of Providence Introduced an amendment to
the Rhode Island Constltution to abolish
all property qualificatlons for voting.

The bill was sent to the Committee on
Constitutlional Revision and for all
practical purposes was there buried. But

on February 19, West moved to bring the
amendment before the House, and with many
Republicans voting with the Democrats,
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succeeded by a 48 to 44 vote.28B On
February 26, after a long and sometimes
bitter debate, the House, by a 50 to 45
vote returned the blll to the Commlittee.3?
Later In the sesslon the blll was debated

and agaln sent back to committee. Durlng
the entlre sesslon the governor made no
publlc statement on the blll and the

sesslion ended with no action being taken.

During the 1914 session of the General
Assembly several Dbills were introduced
concernling the abolitlon of property

qualifications for voters. A Republican
sponsored blll proposed to abollsh the
property restrictlon and to substltute a
two-dollar ceglstry tax. Some Republicans

and all Democrats in the House opposed the
measure because |t dld not really ellmlnate
discrimination against the non-propertled
voter. This bill was defeated 56

to 37.40

In the Senate a bill backed by some
Republicans was introduced by P. H. Wilbour
of Little Compton. However, this bill did
not have the support of Republican leaders.
A Democrag sponsored bill had also been
introduced. The Wilbour Bill was scheduled
to come before the Senate on March 25; on
March 24, Pothler Issued a publlc statement
on the proposal but did not really commit
himself on it. His statement was:

In public utterances and in
private conversations I have urged
that the voters of Rhode Island should
be afforded the opportunlty of statling
by a three-flfths vote, whether they
desire that all classes of voters,
real estate, personal property, and
registry, should be placed In equal
footing In the matter of votlng for
members of clity counclls in clitlies and
at financial town meetings in
towns.41 51



On March 25, the Senate defeated the
Wilbour Blll 21 to 18.42

Prior to Pothier’s statement the
Journal in an edltorial titled "His
Spineless Excellency" alleged that Pothler
had done nothlng to ald the passage of the
leglslation and asked, "Does he even know
or care that such a subject 1Is under
discussion? Or does he think that his
activities for the benefit of the state
should center around the attempt to secure
pardons for murderers?"42 This allusion to
"pardons for murderers" stemmed from the
fact that on March 4, 1914, Pothier had
recommended that the Senate pardon Arthur
G. Webster, who had been sentenced to
twenty-five years In the state prison after
being found gulilty of armed robbery 1in
1899. Webster had served fifteen years of
his sentence and hls pardon had been
recommended on the grounds that he had
reformed and had educated himself In
prlson.44 Although the Senate committee
favored the action, when the lssue came to
the floor some heated opposition developed.
Senator Champlin of New Shoreham argued
that Webster had a long criminal record,
was not a good person, and even as his
pardon was before the Senate, he was wanted
for murder in Missourl. Champlin urged
that the case be further investligated
before the Senate made lts flnal
declislion.45

Other members of the Senate contended
that the <case had been thoroughly
Investigated and asked that the Senate
grant ‘-the pardon. By a vote of 22 to ¢
Webster was granted his pardon on March 11,
1914.46
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The fact that It was Senator Champlin
who spoke out agalnst Pothler’s pardon
recommendation is notable, for In January,
1914, a controversy developed within the
Republican ranks with Pothier on one side
and Senator Champlin‘’s brother on the

other. The controversy arose over the
appointment of a Judge for the Fourth
District Court. It was assumed that the

incumbent Judge, Félix Hébert, would leave
the court to take the post of Insurance
Commissloner for Rhode Island. Hébert had
shown Interest In the newly created post
and |t had been agreed among Republlcan
leaders that the Job was hls.47 The Kent
County delegatlion of the Grand Commlittee
proposed that Hébert be replaced on the
court by William R. Champlin. In this
matter the Kent County group had the
support of Republican Party Chairman
Charles Wilson.48 When the Insurance
Commissioner’s job was formally offered to
Hébert, he decllined because the salary was
much too small for the work Involved and he
indicated a preference for remaining on the
court.4? The KXent county delegation,
however, continued Its drive to replace
Hébert with Champlin, still with Wilson’s
support.

At this point Pothler entered the
fight on behalf of Hébert. In a meeting
with the chairman, Pothier asked WL]son to
"stop the scheme to defeat Judge Hebert by
nominating a man who recently moved into
the district and wanted to displace a good
Judge."50 The governor accused Wilson of
poor leadership and would not follow the
declslion of the party leader to replace
Hebert .51

The governor then carried the flght to
the Legislature. In a caucus fight among

-53-



Republ icans members of the Grand Commlttee,
the delegatlon from Woonsocket, Pawtucket,
and Central Falls unanimously backed the
Governor and led the fight to retain Judge
Hébert. The final caucus vote was 56 to 20
in favor of Hébert.52 When the issue came
before the entire Grand Commlittee, Hébert
was unanlmously re-elected.53

The Hébert case gained national
attention because the governor had opposed
the boss and had won. Pothler’s apparent
victory did not make the Republican leaders
happy and caused some confusion among Rhode
Island Republlcans. One comment on the
Hébert case was, "In view of the governor’s
revolt, Republican assemblymen are now
wondering who the real boss of the party In
the state is."54

It was not Pothier’s desire to become
the boss of his Party. Hébert had not
asked the governor to intercede on his
behal f. It would appear that Pothier felt
that Hébert was better quallfied to be a
judge and at this point 1In hls career
Pothier was wllling to stand up to the
party leadershlp when he felt that the
leadership had blundered.55.

The events of 1914 had placed Pothler
at odds with the Republican Party chairman.
When Pothler Indlcated that he would not be
a candidate for governor again In 1914, the
Republican Party leadership seemed
satisfled wlth thls turn of events for no
one tried to change Pothler’s mind.
Pothier’s final public statement on the
matter summed up the sltuatlion very
concisely. When asked by a reporter
whether it was true that the governor would
again be a candidate, Pothler answered, "I
have not been requested by anyone to run
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agalin, and I have not got the matter under
consideratlion, nor will 1 consider it."56
The two main reasons why Pothier did not
wish to run again were that he wanted to
devote more time to his business, but more
important, he was in poor health .97

In September, 1914, the Republican
State Convention selected R. Livingston
Beeckman of Newport as its candidate for
governor. On election day Beeckman
defeated hls Democratlc opponent Patclck H.
Qulinn by 9,814 votes,58 This election
ended the flrst phase of Aram Pothler’s
long career as governor of Rhode Island.

V - POTHIER RETURNS

In the yvears immediately followlng
Pothier’s retirement from politics
Republicans continued to occupy the
governor’s chair. R. Livingston Beeckman
served three terms; his 1914 victory over
Patrick Quinn was followed by victorles
over Addlson Munrcoe In 1916 and Alberlc
Archambault in 1918. In 1920 Beeckman did
not seek re-electlon and the Republlcans
chose Lieutenant Governor Emery J.  San
Souci as their candidate. San Soucli went
on to defeat his Democratic opponent Dby
over 53,000 votes .1 This was the largest
plurality given any Republican candidate up
to that time and led a Republican sweep of
the state to the polint where not a single
town or city went Democratic.2 "This
election represented the high polnt of
Republican strength in the century."3

The events of the next two years,
however, would qulickly topple the
Republicans and lead to a Democratic
victory In 1922. Although San Soucl was
directly linvolved In these events, they

-55-



were not hls dolng; he was, rather, a
victim of clrcumstance. The flrst of these
clrcumstances, and the one that most
directly affected San Soucl’s politlical
career, was a serles of strikes that hlt
the textlle Industry of Rhode Island. The
maln cause of these strikes was that the
manufacturers, in order to meet
competitlon, had declded to cut wages by
approximately 20 per cent whille at the same
increasing hours.4 This caused the already

underpaid mill hands to become angry. In
January, 1921, a few hundred workers walked
out in West Warwick. Spurred on by

professional organizers, the strlke became
statewide and the number of strikers grew
to over twenty thousand.5 Peaceful
plcketing soon turned Into rilots. In the
process much mill property was damaged,
people were injured, and in February a man
was killed near a Pawtucket mill.6

On February 20, Governor San Souci, at
the urging of many mlll owners, ordered
Natlonal Guard units into West Warwick.
Guardsman patrolled the area around the
mills and mounted machine guns on the roof
of the Natick mlll to Insure order.7

The cruelest act agalnst the mill
workers came on March 11, when the governor
sent troops into Pawtucket to carry out the

wishes of the mlll owners by evicting
strikers and thelr famllies from mill-owned
tenements. The harshness of thls actlon

was long remembered by the people of this
area and the Democrats would not let them
forget .8

While the strlke was In process the
Democrats Introduced a blll In the General
‘Assembly to l1imlt the work week of women
and chlldren to fourty-elght hours. Labor
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groups demonstrated at the state house.
Labor leaders urgling passage dally crowded
the gallerles of both chambers wlith unlon
members. However, despite thelr efforts,
the blll was quashed by the Republlican
dominated Assembly.?

As the summer approached the workers
gradually returned to their Jobs, and by
September the salary cut had been restored.
Although conditions returned to normal In
the mills, the memorles of violence and
evictlons and the slght of troops dld not
qulickly fade. They would make themselves
felt In the electlon of 1922.

The Republicans had lost considerable
prestige as a result of the textlle
strikes, but they were to become more
unpopular especially In the Blackstone
Valley as a result of the so-called Peck
Education Blll. On the last nlght of the
1922 session of the General Assembly the
Republican maljJorlty pushed through a blll
calling for state control over all public,
private, and parochial schools of Rhode
Island. It required all teachling personnel
to be certified by the state, certaln
subjects to be taught, and all subjects to
be taught In English. The blll met llittle
opposlition In the Legislature, but caused a
great deal of resentment in northern Rhode
Island, particularly 1In Woonsocket where
many subjects were taught In French in the
private and parochlal schools.

After passage by the General Assembly
the blil]l was sent to Governor San Souci.
Much pressure was brought to bear on the
governor by the French community of Rhode
Island, whose leaders, many of them members
of the legislature, urged him to veto the
bill. The bill had been sponsored by the
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Republlcan leadershlp and San Soucl was a
Republican offlce holder. He was at this
point uncertain; he felt that he was
"caught in the middle."10

San Soucl finally vetoed the bill, but
the Republican leaders contested the veto.
They declared that San Souci had held the
blll too long (more than ten days), and
therefore his veto was lilnvalid. The case
went before the Rhode Island Supreme Court

whlich found that the blll had been held
longer than the legal limlt. As a result,
the blll became law to the unhappiness of

the French population of Rhode Island.ll

After the events of 1921 and 1922 many
Republican Party leaders felt that it would
be unwise to renominate San Souci for
governor. The old guard of the Party
seemed to favor former Congressman Ambrose
Kennedy, while another faction of the pacty
favored ILieutenant Governor Harold J.
Gross.12 To complicate matters, however,
San Souci wanted the nomination and had
supporters of his own.

What seemed to be a hot three-cornered
battle soon ended when conventlion delegates
pledged to San Souci cast thelr ballots 1In
favor of Gross and gave him the nomination.
This was a surprising victory, for the
Republlcan Party chalrman, Henry Llippltt,
favored Kennedy. One observer contends
that San Soucl, seelng that he could not
recelve the nomlnation, made a deal wlth
the Gross supporters: in exchange for his
pledged delegates San Soucl! would recelve a
cholce polltical appolntment .13

If Gross’ victory had been surprising,

it was soon surpassed by the Democratic
Conventlion, Often defeated and badly
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dlvided, the Party’s acknowledged
leadership consisted of Natlonal
Committeeman Patrlck OQulnn, Party Chalrman
George Hurley, and the money and
organization of Peter Gerry. Although he
Democrats felt they could win the next
election, they couldn’t seem to decide on a
gubernatorial candidate. As fall
approached the leaders still had not made
up their minds although Superior Court
Judge George Brown had been prominently
mentioned.14

Wwhile the leaders were trying to come
to a declislion, a group of young Democratic
legislators, led by Francis Condon of
Central Falls and supported by the
Pawtucket organization of John Flitzgerald
and former Governor James Higgins, took it
upon themselves to build support for
Representative Willlam S. Flynn of
Providence. Flynn, however, |llked and
respected Judge Brown and dld not want to
oppose hlim., He went to Brown to flnd out
whether or not the Jjudge was golng to bhe
the candidate. Brown indicated that no one
had been selected so Flynn and hlis
supporters began to campalgn.15

After the Flynn-Brown conversation the
Party leaders decided to nominate Brown and
sent a delegation to Flynn to persuade him
to withdraw from the race. They told him
he had no chance of winning. Flynn replled
that if he did not have a chance, they had
nothing to worry about. He went on to say
that he was not afraid of defeat and that
he would definitely not withdraw.16

Flynn’s supporters had worked quietly
but diligently in obtaining delegate
support. As convention time approached, he
had far more support than the party leaders
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thought. To obtaln even more votes the
Flynn people persuaded some delegated to
give Flynn a token vote on the ballot " just
to make him feel good."17 Not realizing
Flynn’s strength some of these delegates
felt that Flynn had no chance of winning
and gave him their vote. The results were
astounding.18

With 101 votes necessary for
nomination the leadership belleved that
Brown was certaln of victory, and so sure
was Brown that he was off stage rehearsing
hls acceptance speech. As the roll call of
delegates began |t became evident that the
strategy of the Flynn supporters had
worked. On the first ballot Flynn receilved
102 votes to Brown’s 85 and won the
nomlnation. Now the conventloh was thrown
into confusion as candidates waiting to be
nomlnated for other spots on the ticket
flatly refused to run with Flynn.19

At this point F€lix Toupin entered the
plcture. A member of the General Assembly,
Toupin had been selected to run for general
treasurer, but with no candidate avallable
for lleutenant governor Francis Condon
qulckly placed Toupin’s name in nomlnation
for that offlce. Condon felt that Toupin
could help attract some of the French vote
of the state.20

The campalign was marked by the
contrasting styles of the two gubernatorial

candidates. Gross, confldent of victory,
toured the state smiling, shaking hands,
and saying little, Flynn, on the other

hand, waged a vigorous campalgn, constantly
hittlng upon the Issues that had been
ralsed during the San Soucl! adminlstration.
The Democratlc campalan was especlially well
recelved In the Blackstone Valley, where
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the mill familles were stil]l bltter because
of the harsh treatment they had recelved
durlng the textlile strlke. The French
communlty was constantly reminded that the
Peck Blill had been put Into law by the
Republicans. 21

On election day Flynn defeated Harold
Gross by 7,211 votes,22 Toupin became
lieutenant governor and Peter Gerry took
the seat In the United States Senate. The
Democratic victory came prlmarlly In the
Blackstone Valley where the Peck Educatlion
Bil1l was the main factor.23

The victory of Flynn and Touplin, along
with the close division of both branches of
the General Assembly, set the stage for the
colorful events that took place In the
Legislature during the 1923 and 1924
sessions. The uproar created, egpeclally
in the Senate chamber would determine the
Issues of the 1924 electlion and the return
of Aram Pothler to the Rhode Island
pollitlcal scene.

Although the Republlicans had a small
majorlty 1In the Senate, the presldling
officer was the Democratic lleutenant
governor, Toupln. By gettling favorable
rulings from the chalr the Democrats
belleved that they could force their
leglslation out of the Republlcan
controlled committees, where in the past it
had usually died.24 The chief weapon of
the Democrats was the flllibuster. By
galning immediate recognition from Toupin,
the Democrats could talk to death any
leglslation sponsored by the Republlcans,
forcing them to compromlise. The
Republicans, on the other hand, had a
majority, and as long as they remained In
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the chamber could prevent the Democrats
from taklng any posltlive actlon.

The tug of war lasted throughout the
1923 session and reached lts climax durlng
the 1924 sesslon. The key Issue was a
Democratlic resolution calling for a popular
referendum on the holding of a constl-
tutional conventlion.Z5 The Republicans
came largely from rural areas. To ask them
to approve a constitutional convention that
would probably reapportion the state senate
districts was 1llke asking them to vote
themselves out of Jjobs.26

Because the Republicans blocked the
constitutional convention resolutlion, the
Democrats fillbustered every Republlican
sponsored plece of legislation Including
the annual state apportions bill. On this
polnt the Republicans and many Democrats
felt that It was one thing to play politics
but something else to paralyze the state
government .27

The Republicans contended that Toupin
was unfair; they questlioned his rulings and
his extreme tactics. The deadlock
sometimes resulted in marathon sessions
lasting as long as thirty hours, and one
even lasted fifty-two hours.Z8 The
Democrats hoped to outlast the Republicans
in these sessions. If enough Republicans
left the chamber, the Democrats would have
a majority and would be able to pass their

legislation. If the Republicans could
outlast Toupin, the Republican leader
Avthur Sherman, would take the chair and

push through the appropriations blll. The
result of these endurance contests was
extreme mental and physlical dlscomfort
causing tempers to flare. Insultlng
remarks were often hurled back and forth,
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threats and challenges became commonplace
and senators sometimes "stepped outslde" to
settle thelr differences.29

Large crowds gathered daily to see the
show. Sometimes spectators proved as
unruly as the leglslators. Both. sides
accused the other of bringlng hoodlums into
the state house. It Is a fact that known
underworld characters were seen quite often
in and near the Senate chamber. Who
brought them In and why they were there Is
not known.30

The session that had begun In January
dragged on into June. Finally, on the
morning of June 19, after the Senate had
been In session for over fifty hours, a
bromide gas bomb exploded near the rostcrum.
The confused chamber was quickly cleared.
The Democrats returned In a few hours but
the Republicans left the state house and
went as a group to Rutland, Massachusetts.
They refused to return claliming that they
would be In danger.3! Because the Senate
lacked a guorum no further business was
transacted for the rest of the yvear.

Although the session was over the
arguments contlnued. The Democrats felt
that they were correct in flghting for
needed constltutlonal reforms. The
Republicans countered that the lllegal
tactics of the Democrats had brought
disgrace upon the Senate. They reminded
all that 1|t was the Democrats who had
stopped the orderly process of the state
government by refusing to pass the
approprlations blll. In the end, the
Democrats, they claimed, were nothing more
than irresponsible revolutionaries.232
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Both parties looked forward to the
fall elections. The Demcocrats planned to
continue their drlve toward constlitutional
reform while the Republlicans hoped to bring
order back to the state government by
winning back both the governor’s and the
lleutenant governor’s positlons. Many old
guard Republicans 1led by former Party
chalrman Henry Lipplitt felt that |f the
nomination for governor had been given to
Ambrose Kennedy in 1922, the Republicans
would have won. Therefore, they sought to
rectify the mistake by giving Kennedy the
gubernatorial nomination in 1924.33 OQOther
Party leaders belleved Pothler to be a much
more desirable candidate. There appears to
be a slight difference of opinion as to why
Pothler seemed more attractlive. One source
claims that the Republican leadershlp
conducted a survey that showed a favorable
response to Pothler.34 Another claims that
Pothler’s flne record as governor was the
maln reason why he was selected. This
source also says that the Republlcans felt
that they had to win back some of the
French votes that they had lost in 1922;
Pothler would help them do thl1s.35 Still a
third source feels that Party Chairman
Willlam Pelkey had decided that all
Republlcan candidates should have an Image
of respectabll!ity - and who was more hlighly
respected than Aram Pothier?36

Pothier was now seventy years old and
in poor health. After belng approached by
Pelkey to run for governor, he had been
advised by some of his frlends, who feared
for his health, not to become a candidate.
Pothler’s loyalty to the Republican Party
outwelighed the reluctance of hls advisors.
He felt that most of what he had he owed to
the party; now was hls chance to repay hls
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debt.37 Pothier indicated to Pelkey that
he was avallable if the Party wanted him.38B

Although Kennedy stayed in the race,
the Party leaders fully supported Pothier,
and on October 21, 1924, the Republlcan
Conventlion nomlnated him for governor on
the first ballot. 1In his acceptance speech
Pothlier Indicated great concern over the
way the Democrats had operated in the state
and proclaimed his desire to do everything
he could to correct the situatlion.39

Meanwhile, there was some confusion in
the Democratlc ranks caused by the
indecision of Governor Flynn. Some of hls
backers wanted him to run for the United
States Senate while others advised him to
run again for governor. Flynn claimed to
be not all together anxious to run for
anything.40 He finally decided in favor of
the Senate seat, and thus opened the way
for Toupin to receive the party’s
nomination for governor. The nomination
for lieutenant governor went to Robert
Quinn of West Warwick, who had been one of
the leaders of the filibuster In 1924.

The main issue of the campaign was the
1924 legislative session. The Democrats
promised to finish the job of striking from
the constitution those sections that had
fostered Republican machine rule; they
would give the state government back to the
people.41 The Democratic platform endorsed
the abolitlion of the property quallflcatlon
for votling, reapportionment of the state
senate, and greater executive powers for
the governor.42 The Republicans based
their campalgn on the confusion and mob
scenes that had been created in the senate
chamber by Toupin and the Democrats. They
pledged a return to "orderly and
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constitutional government, " 43 and
surprisingly endorsed a popular referendum
for the abolitlon of the property
qualification for voting In the cities of
Rhode Island.44

Although the Democratic platform
seemed to set forth worthy goals, Touplin
constantly neglected lIt. Hls campalgn was
often concerned wlth ethnic considerations
and seemed to have little relevance to the
| ssues. While speaking in northern Rhode
Island he accused the Republicans of being
anti-French. He reminded the people of the
Peck bill and how they had so quickly
dropped San Souci.

It Is known that in 1922 the
Republican Party of this state showed
all Franco-American candidates the
door. They showed San Souc! the door
because he was not Amerlican enough.
If San Soucl, who was not Amerlican
enough for the Republlicans, how Is
Pothlier, born in Canada, American
enough to be governor?45

Although he had accused the
Republicans of being anti-French, Toupin
dld not overl ook the fact that the

Republlcan candidate was French. He
accused the Republicans of just using
Pothler, a French-Canadlan, to block

another French-Canadian from "rendering a
service to the people."46

Throughout the campaign Toupin
constantly referred to Pothler’s foreign
birth. In Warren he told the people, "Do
not give me the vote in preference to
Pothler because I was born in the United
States and Pothler in Canada."47 These
tactics alarmed and in some Instances

-66~



dlsgusted members of hls own Party. He was
warned that to attack Pothler personally
was stupld. Most of the Democrats reallzed
Pothier’s personal popularity and: advised
Toupin to stick to the issues.48 The
candidate did not agree; he felt that he
was taking proper course and at this point
no one could reason with him.4? So upset
was one Democratic candidate that he
refused to share the speaking platform with
Toupin. Flynn would often arrlve at a
rally before Toupln, speak and then leave
before the candldate for governor
arrived.50

Pothier based his campalgn, for the
most part, on the law and order issue. He
blamed the Democrats for the disgraceful
proceedings In the 1924 legislature and
pledged that the Republicans would restore
respectabillity to state government.
Pothier’s flrst campaign speech was in his
home city of Woonsocket, where he set the
theme for hlis entlre campalgn:

I have stated, and 1 reiterate
the statement that there exlsts In
this state a most serious and menacling
situation. I do not contest the right
of any man to be a Democrat, but I do
contest the right of the Democrats to
carry on any such actions as they have
in the past two years.5!

He went on to say that his primary reason
for accepting the nomination was hls desire
"to rehabilitate the state."52 In
Barrington later in the campaign, Pothier
sald:

I could not resist the summons to

agaln serve my state when 1t came. I have
been deeply stirred by the dlsgraceful

-67-



proceedings at the Statehouse and the
reason I am here tonlaght and why I am In
this campaign is that I wish to add my
efforts to those who would restore to the
Legislature of Rhode Island Its t ime
honored dlignlty and efficlency.53

Organized labor lInJjected ltself Into
the campalogn when Thomas F. McMahon,
International President of the United
Textile Workers of America, in a Pawtucket
speech to union members urged all to
support the Democratic ticket. McMahon did
not attack Pothier but rather assailed the
Republicans for using Pothler. He stated
that Pothier had an enviable record and
that “"the Republican Party was using former
Governor Pothler to agaln galn power."54
McMahon expressed surprise "that a man of
such sterling worth and trustworthy
character should permit himself to be so
used."55

Two nights later in Pawtucket Pothier
answered McMahon:

I am very sorry that‘*a man of
such sterling worth and enlightenment
as Mr. McMahon, an Intelllgent labor
leader, should become a partlsan to
the extent that he does, and that he
should allgn himself with politlclans
who have been destructlve rather than
constructive, who have trlied to
destroy government by refusling to
recognize majority rule in Rhode
Island.56

Pothier was very careful not to Insult Mr.

McMahon or the union, but to use both as a
starting polnt to attack the Democrats.
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On November 4, 1924, the voters of
Rhode Island gave the Republlcan Party
"unquestionable and undlsputed control of
the state’s government."57 The Republicans
galned large majorities in both the House
and Senate, 67 to 33 and 33 to 6.
Republican Jesse H. Metcalf defeated
William S. Flynn for the United States
Senate.58B In the gubernatorial race
Pothier defeated Toupin by a 36,807 vote
plurality.5% Pothier ran ahead of every
Republican on the ballot with the exceptlon
of Calvin Coolldge, who carrlied the state
by over 40,000 votes.680 A Pothier victory
had agaln helped to return the Republlcans
to power.

In January, 1925, Pothler presented
his annual message to the General Assembly.
He urged the legislators to undo the harm
that had been done the year before and to
provide the funds that would again put the
state on a sound financial basis. He
recommended that the members of the
Assembly approve a referendum placing
before the voters the questlon of
abollshing the property quallflicatlon for
votlng all electlve offlcers withln the
clties of Rhode Island.6l Pothier also
stated that he beljeved "the time has now
come for careful consideration by a
bi-partisan commission, of the question of
a larger proportionate representation of
the larger cities in the Senate."62

The highlight of Pothler’s message was
an urgent plea for the creation of a gtate
police force. He reminded the legislators
that he had made thls request before and
events since that time had made the need
forr a state pollce force even more
necessary. He sald:
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At the present time the increased
use of the automoblle wlth the
attendant development of hlghways, has
made possible the commission of crimes
and has Increased opportunlitles for
the escape of perpetrators. These
conditlons, together with the general
Increase In felonles and In other
crimes makes a state pollice force
absolutely necessary to the peace of
our state and the protection of its
citizens. A state police force is
needed at once.&63

Following the governor’s address the
Journal began an active campaign supporting
the Introduction of leglslation creating a
state pollce force. Varlous groups and
organizations around the state, including
the League of Women Voters, came out In
favor of a state pollice blll. In a
statement issued to the press the League’s
president declared:

The strength of decent citizens
of the state Is in combat with the
strength of bootleggers and owners of
houses of 111 repute; which wins wlll
determlne whether the state gets the
state police force 1t needs or
contlinues to suffer from the same
lawless condltlon which now
exist.64

On February 12 the Journal published a list
of ninety-six organizations that it clalmed
had endorsed the creatlon of a state police
force.65.

There was also opposition to

establishment of a Sstate police force.
Some of thls came from labor groups that
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feared Republican controlled state pollce
would be used primarlly as .strlke
breakers.66  Some labor leaders in thelr
arguments against the bill claimed that the
state was already adequately protected and
that the support of a state police force
would make an already heavy burden of
taxation unbearable. These were the
sentiments of Thomas McMahon, president of
the Textile Workers Union. He noted that
five-sixths of the state’s population was
within thirty square miles. "In this small
area we have the most effliclent pollce
force Iin our land today."67 He warned that
the state police force would be filled with
friends of the politicians and that "the
people of the state want no further
taxatlion for the purpose of paying crooked
politicians debts. The present rate of
taxation is already too high and is
becoming unbearable to the great masses of
our cltlzenshlip."68

On February 11 two identical
Republican sponsored blills providing for
the establishment of a motorized state
police force for Rhode Island were
introduced. The senate bill was introduced
by Arthur Sherman of Portsmouth and the
house bill by Roy Rawlings of Richmond.
Both bills provided for a superintendent
responsible to the governor, a captain, and
not more than twenty-one patrolmen. The
superintendent would be appointed by the
governor with the consent of the Senate,
but the Senate could not substitute its own
selectlion if it did not approve the
governor’s appointee. The superintendent’s
salary was set at $5000 per year.6%

There is some disagreement as to why

this bill was finally introduced. One
source says that this was Pothier’s bill
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and that he was Inslstent that the
Republlcans consented to back the hill,70
Senator Sherman, who introduced the bill,
later insisted that the bill would have
been introduced whether Pothlier urged 1t or
not: the leadership had declided that "the
time was right for the formatlon of a state
police force."71 It would seem that both
sources are, In part, correct, but another
factor cannot be overlooked: the campalgn

of the Providence Journa] added to the

public support of the bil]1.72

On February 20, after two hours of
debate during which three Democratic
senators, Archambault of West Warwick,
Barry of Central Falls, and Powers of
Cumberland, spoke in opposlition, the Senate
passed the bill, 25 to 9, without
amendment .73

A week after the Senate had passed the

bill, Pothier called in certain House
leaders to urge them to pass the Sherman
Bill in concurrence with the Senate.

Feeling that the House was not acting as
quickly as desirable on the blll, he told
House members that the legislation was much
needed and that they should pass the bill
as soon as possible.74

During March, the arguments for and
agalnst the blll dragaed on. The malnroad
blocks to House passage were the expense
Involved and the fear that the pollce force
would be used as a polltlcal weapon by
Republican leaders. Finally, on March 31,
1925, the house passed the State Police
Bill by a vote of 69 to 26.75 Governor
Pothier happlly signed the blll Into law on
Aprll 2, 1925.76
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Pothler announced that he would select
his choice for superintendent as qulckly as
possible. On April 7 he submitted the name
of Everitte St. John Chaffee to the Senate.
Chaffee had been prominently mentlioned as a
candidate, for he had an impressive record
during World War I, attaining the rank of
colonél. On April 9 the Senate unanimously
confirmed Pothler’s cholce and Chaffee
became the first superintendent of the
Rhode Island State Police.77

In a press interview Pothler sald, "I
consider the State Police Bill recently
adopted as the most Important plece of
legislation adopted by the Assembly at Its
present session,"78 Later he would say
that this was the most important piece of
legislation that he had advocated during
his administration.7?

During the 1925 session the General
Assembly also passed another very Important
plece of leglslatlon, a popular referendum
to amend that part of the constitutlon
concerned with the property quallfications
for votlng. Although the measure was
included In the Republican platform and
Pothier had advocated it In his inaugural
address, It came as a surprise to many when

a Republican sponsored bill calling for the
referendum was introduced in the General
Assembly. These people were often more
surprised when he bill pagssed the house.
The final surprise came when the senate
unanlmously passed the blll on April 1,
1925.80

The bill had gone through the General
Assembly without much fanfare and almost no
opposition. What puzzled many people was
why the Republicans who had opposed the
measure for many years were now in favor of
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It. Even more baffling was how the blll
passed the Senate unanimously when In the
past Republlcan controlled senates had
pcoven a gravevard for the bill. At least
two answers have been offered. The first
says that the abollition of the property
qualification had become such a popular
issue that the Republicans realized it
eventually had to come; they wanted to take
credit for the reform while they still
could.81 The second answer ties in very
closely wlth the first. If the
conservative party was to remain In power,
It must, from time to time, glve into
popular reform |ssues, The Republlcans
felt that this was the time to concede.82

Although the bill had passed the 1925
session of the General Assembly, it had to
be reviewed again in 1927 before it could
be placed before the voters Iin November,
1928. It should be pointed out the
Republlcans were not really surrendering
very much. Even |f the people approved the
amendment in 1928, it could not be
effective until the elections of 1930.
Thus, at the same time they were puttling
themselves In a position to benefit from a
popular cause, the Republicans were still
certaln to be safe until 1930.

The productive and sometimes lively
session of the 1925 General Assembly was
followed by a comparatively dull session of
1926. The Republican majority created
several new poslitions among which were the
offices of flnance commissioner, which
Pothler had recommended and Jury
commlssioner, which he had not recommended.
Dual offlce holdlng seemed to be the day,
for both positlons were fllled by
Republlican members of the Senate -
Frederick Peck of Barrlngton became flnance
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commissloner and Arthur Sherman of
Portsmouth, the Jury commisslioner.

As fall approached the Democrats were
divided on thelr cholce of the candldate
for governor. There were some who felt
that Felix Toupin should again be the
candidate, while others favored Joseph H.
Gainer, who for many vears had been mayor
of Providence. What had been expected as a
close, hard conventlion fight turned into a
rout when Galner won an easy flrst ballot
victory by a vote of 145 to 45.83 The
Democrats adopted a platform calling for
the continuation of constitutional reform.
It included contlnued support for the
abolition of the property quallfication for
voting, reapportlionment of the gstate
Senate, and more executlve powers for the
governor .84

The Republicans again wanted Pothler
to be their candidate for governor. By now
Pothier was seventy-two vyears old and In
failing health. However, he was advised
that it would be an easy campalgn and so
consented to run on the condltion that the
other members of the tlicket bear the brunt
of the campaiogn.B85 On October 13, 1926,
the Republlican State Conventlon
"unanimously, harmoniously, and smoothly"
nominated the entlilre slate of offlcers
headed by Pothler.B86 The Republican
platform avolided state affairs whlle
pledging support for natlional Republlican
pollcies.B7

The main issue of the campaign was the
power given to the new finance
commissioner, Frederlick Peck. The
Democrats felt that the powers given to
Peck would allow him to become boss not
only of his Party but of the state as well.
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The law gave Peck the power to draw up the
annual approprlatlons blll, The part of
the law that caused objectlon, however, was
the sectlion giving Peck the power to put
the appropriation Into effect |I|f the
General Assembly had not passed an
approprliatlions blll by Aprll 15.

Galner made his posltlon clear In a
Providence speech. He sald, "I am
absolutely opposed to this law because of
its autocratic and un-American powers which
it places 1in the hands of a single
individual, In this instance the boss of
the Republlican machlne."88

In one of his Infrequent speeches
Pothler answered Galner:

He [ Galner 1 has laid
conslderable stress upon the fact that
the finance commissloner has the power
to prepare and to put into operation
an approprlations measure provlded
that the General Assembly has not
passed the annual appropriations bill
by Apr!ll 15, Thls Is so. It was for
this purpose and to prevent any future
holdups of the state funds and that
our Institutions might operate and
function properly and to avold the
disgrace that was ours In 1923 and
1924 that I advocated and caused this
office.89

Pothier criticlized Galner for not
commenting on the Democratic platform and
for endorsing tactics used by the Democrats
In 1923 and 1924.90 This last comment
became the maln thrust of the Republlican
attack. It assoclated Galner wlith the
Democratic leaders of the 1924 leglslature
and accused him of belng the new leader of
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the old and hostile Democratic Party. A
statement issued by the Republlcan Speakers
Bureau asked the question:

why should the publlc have to
take a chance wlth the activitles of
such an army when the record achleved
by Governor Pothler and the Republlcan
Leglslature of the last two years
indicates that it has the ablility to
glve the state orderly and sound
administration??1

The voters of the state did not want
"to take a chance," for on electlion day
Pothier won by a 12,692 vote plurallty.%92
The victory was expected but the small
margln compared to his 1924 plurallty
surprlsed Pothler. One explanation was
that many of the Irish voters had voted for
Pothlier in 1924 In preference to Toupln,
but In 1926 these voters backed Galner.%3
Another reason was that over 40,000 fewer
Rhode Islanders cast their ballots In 1926
than in 1924.94 It can be assumed that
most of these had voted Republican in 1924,
but with no presidential contest and no
race for a United States Senate seat, many
stayed home on election day.

Pothier’s message to the 1927 General
Assembly offered nothling new, but rather
reviewed what had been done. It lacked the
urgency of many of hls earller messages.
The governor was almost Iinactive In 1927.
There appeared to be no battles to be
fought, or perhaps Pothler did not wish to
fight them. One assoclate vyears later
asserted Pothier’s Inactivity was due In
part to old age and declining health.9%

January, 1928, again brought Pothier
before the General Assembly. Most of his
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address simply commended the Legislature
for thelr actlons of the recent
past,lncluding glving flnal passage to the
placling before the people the question of
abolishing the property quallfication.%6
He also gave a progress report on his
favorlte project, the state police:

Reports from all sources show
that through this department, there is
being steadlily developed a police
organizatlion of great and growing
value to Rhode Island. I am proud of
the fact that this department was
created by the General Assembly as a
result of recommendations made in my
1925 Inaugural Message.%7

After 1921 when he suffered his first
stroke Pothler’s health had been declinling.
His poor health coupled wlth old age had
made Pothler a mere shell of hls former
self. Throughout most of January, 1928, he
had been under a doctor’s care and on the
evening of February 3, he suffered a severe
stroke. On the following day Aram J.
Pothler dled at his home in Woonsocket. On
February 8, the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Providence, William A. Hickey, sang a
Pontlflcal Requlem Mass for the former
governor. Later In the day, Pothler was
buried In Preclous Blood Cemetery In
Blackstone, Massachusetts.98

VI - Summary

After extensive lnvestligation it 1Is
still difficult to measure Pothier’s
popularlity and effectlveness as governor.
One factor that certainly contrlibuted to
his seven victories was that he was a
Republican in an era when Republicans were
usually successful. It has been sald that
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the Republican party of Rhode Island 1in
Pothler’s day was sSo well organized and
financed that "unless a great controversy
arose, a Republican victory was
automatic."l The implication here Is that
as long as there was no majJor controversy
Involving the Republicans, almost any
Republican could win. There was no better
example of thls than the electlon of 1926.
In that year the Democrats nominated an
experlienced and respected candidate for
governor who campaloned as best he could,
while Pothler put very llttle effort Into
his campalign. There were no major lssues
and Pothier and the rest of the Republlican
ticket were <elected by a comfortable
margin.

Another factor that contrlbuted to
Pothlier’s success was the 1influence of
other Republican candldates, natlonally and
Iin Rhode Island. Two of Pothler’s
victorles came In presidentlal years when
Republicans won great national victorles by
landslide proportions. Pothier’s first
gubernatorial victory In 1908 was
accomplished by Wllllam Howard Taft’s
defeat of William Jennings Bryan and in
1924, while Pothler was defeating Toupin,
Calvin Coolidge was wlinning over John
Davis. In each case Pothier ran behind the
Republican presidential candidate. Because
both Pothier and Olney Arnold were
relatively unknown in 1908, Taft’s victory
over Bryan alded Pothler more than the
presldentlial victory In 1924 when the state
Issues and candidates domlinated the
campaign.2

In 1910, a non-presidential vyear,
Pothler’s campalgn was almost non-existent
whlle his opponent Lewls Waterman,
campaigned vigorously. Although Pothier
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won, his margin of victory was only 1,140
vautes whilch was 10,000 votes fewer than hls
plurality.3 Apn analysis of this election
showed that Congressman George Utter’s
5,000 vote margin In the Second
Congressional District probably saved
Polhler from defeat .4

While It may be argued that Pothler
was the benefactor of clircumstances, it is
a fact that he was eagerly sought by party
leaders as their candidate for governor.
This was true every time Pothier was a
candidate and in particular in 1911, 1912,
and In 1924. His appeal to party leaders
and to the voters of Rhode Island was based
on several factors, none of which was more
important than his ethnic background. He
was French in a period when the French vote
was sometimes the decisive factor in
achleving victory. The best example of
this was the electlion of 1912, Although
Just about everythling seemed to work
agalnst Republlican chances of victory and
the Democratic candidate for president
carrled Rhode Island, Pothier’s strong
showling In the heavlly French communltles
of the Blackstone Valley contlnued Rhode
ISland Republicans in power.

There were many French candlidates
available In that year: Why was Pothier
singled out hy party leaders? It appears
that Pothier was unique. He was honest in
a period often associated with corruption;
he was dignified when It appeared that many
In the political world had no conception of
what the word meant; and he was loyal to
his party at a time when promotlng one’s
personal ambltion seemed to have been the
order of the day.
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Pothier’s Party lovalty, although a
political asset, had the greatest Influence
in limiting his effectiveness as governor.
It appears that Pothier had the ability and
the appeal to have been a Party leader and
a dominating force in state affairs. On
the few occasions when he did exert his
influence he was successful in gaining his
objective; his efforts to reapportion the
House of Representatives fairly in 1910
and hls Intercesslon on behalf of Judge
Hebert In 1914 demonstrate this, Although
Pothier’s Influence in creatlng a state
police force in Rhode Island has been
questioned, 1t 1s clear that his efforts
were a contrlbutlng factor In that
organization’s birth.

Pothier was governor when many
important reforms were put into effect but
more often than not he seemed willing to
let legislative leaders and party bosses
determined what would be done and how it

would be done. Rather than asserting his
leadership he often projected the image of
a willing tool of his Party. He believed

that the Party was more important to the
state than any one man.5

Pothier was convinced that the
conservative policies o©of the Republican
Party were best for his state. While he
advocated many of the great political
changes that came about during his
administrations, he was no crusader. He
was, rather, a leading spokesman for the
party that tempered the wave of reform that
poured over the state during the first
quarter of the twentieth century.
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SUPPLEMENT TO BIBLIOGRAPHY
The Providence Journal has been a

maJor source of Informatlon In relating the
story of Aram J. Pothler’s years as
governor of Rhode Island. This paper has
been used more than any other because 1t
was the major newspaper of the state and
the only on e to have statewlde
circultation. It is also the only paper in
Rhode ISland to be thoroughly indexed by
the Providence Public Llbrary.

Because of this reliance on the
Journal it might help to clarify matters If
some background Informatlon 1Is presented
with emphasis on the paper’s political
leanings. Untll 1884 the Journal was under

the control of Henry B. Anthony, a
prominent Republican. During the Anthony
era the Journal was llttle more than a
Republican party organ.1 Upon Anthony’s
death, however, the paper achieved
political Independence. In 1884 it

supported the Democratic candlidate for
governor and In 1888 endorsed Grover
Cleveland for Presldent.2 At the
Republican State Conventlon of that vyear
the Jourpal’s polltical policles were
denounced and lt was offliclally read out of
the party. In an answer to the Republicans
the paper. determined Its future pollcy .by
stating that 1t would contlnue to support
Republicans only when It was in the best
Interest of the state and nation and that
Its goal would be to report the truth. The
Paper added that it would not support
candidates who found the truth to be
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objectionable. As a result the Journal
became "one of the most significant
influences in state and municlpal politics,
as the weight of Its support was thrown to
party or candidate whlch met Its
approval ."3

During the late 1890’s the Journal
supported the "sound money" policies of the
national Republican party and generally
endorsed Republicans on the state level.4
In the next decade the paper not only
supported the party but was controlled by
party leaders. The names of Nelson Aldrich
and Samuel P. Colt appeared on the board of
directors of the Journal.S

In 1905 the Jourpal was reorganlzed
and Aldrlch and COlt dlsappeared from the
scene, This reorganlzatlon contlnued unti]l
1906 when John Rathom was brought to Rhode
Island by the Journal’s directors to manage
the paper. Under Rathom’s leadershlip the
newspaper began a campalgn against bosslism
with Charles Brayton as lts main target.é
Rathom managed the paper from 1906 until
his death [In 1923. According to his
policles the Journal advocated several
constitutional amendments and progressive
reforms on the state level and was more
concerned with I =sues than wlth
personalltles.

During Pothier’s seven campalgns for
governor the Journal opposed him only when
he was agalnst an Issue advocated by the
paper or when the candlidate seemed slow to
take a stand on a popular lIssue. In 1911
after Pothier had taken an active part in
reapportioning the House and had supported
biennial elections, the Journal gave him
its endorsement. But adhering to its
policy the Journal supported his opponent
the following vyear when Pothier avoided
certain state issues.
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It Is argued that there are more
rellable sources than the newspapers. In

this case, however,

the Providence

Journal seems to glve a falrly accurate
plcture of the Pothler vears.

STATE GOVERNORS OF FRENCH DESCENT

L ALABAMA:
enry Collier

DELAWARE :
Pierre DuPont

LOUISIANA:

Jacques Villere
Henry Thibodeaux
Pierre Derbigny
Armand Beauvais
Jacques Dupré
Andre Roman
Alexandre Mouton
Paul Hébert
Newton Blanchard
Edwin Edwards

MASSACHUSETTS:
Williams Gaston

MICHIGAN:
James Blanchard

NEVADA :
Paul Laxalt

NORTH CAROLINA:
John Sevier

RHODE ISLAND:
Aram Pothier
Emery San Souci
Philip Noel

SOUTH DAKOTA:
Arthur Mellette

TENNESSEE :
John Sevier

WISCONSIN:
Robert LaFolette
Philip LaFolette

GOVERNORS OF TERRITORIES OF FRENCH DESCENT

ARIZONA TERRITORY:
Charles Fremont

DAKOTA TERRITORY:
Arthur Mellette

FLORIDA TERRITORY:
William Duval

IDAHO TERRITORY:
David Ballard
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EPIDEMICS IN FRENCH-CANADA AND NEW ENGLAND
SINCE THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY
by Dr. Richard L. Provost

When you were researching your family
history, you probably noticed that there
were more deaths in some years than in
others. This is because of epidemics.

In this article, I'll discuss the epi-
demics which have occurred in what is now
Quebec and New England since the 17th cen-
tury. I'll also mention a few which hap-
pened in adjacent areas. These epidemics
have been of smallpox, diptheria, typhus,
measles, scarlet fever, polio, and strep
throat.

Smallpox:
The first recorded epidemic occurred
in 1607-8. Because records are- vague, the

nature of this epidemic can't be determined.
It was either one of measles or smallpox.

It was probably on epidemic of smallpox
which was the prevalent disease of the 17th
and 18th centuries.

There were some 15 epidemics of small-
pox between 1630 and 1792. The first of
these lasted 10 years. It aoffected mostly
the indians. It killed some 20,000 Hurons
within o three-year period. In Massachu-
setts alone, a tribe of 1,000 was reduced
to 50 within two weeks.

Hundreds of Winnibagoes and some French
died in what is now Michigan and Wisconsin
in a 1641 outbreak.

There was another outbreak from 1662 to
1666. Although it killed some French in
Montreal, it hit the Iroquois harder. In
fact, the French invaded the Iroquois at
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this time because the colonists knew that
the epidemic had left the indians at a dis-
advantage.

There were other smallpox epidemics in
1678, 1682, 1696, and 1699. The latter
killed over 300 people. Another epidemic
in 1702-3 killed over 1,000.

Cotton Mather (1663-1728), the well
known Boston clergyman, is generally credit-
ed with bringing an end to smallpox epi-
demics. He was probably the most learned
man in America at the time. He had a wide
acquaintance with books and foreign lan-
guages. He was the author of some 380 pub-
lications including Wonders of the Invisi-
ble World. in which he tried To prove that
witchcraft is o reality and Magnalia Christi
Americana, a church history of New England.
One of his books, Memorable Providences Re-
lating to Witchcratt and Possessions, was
quite influential in causing the executions
of 19 victims at Salem in 1692.

Mather was interested in science. His
writings in that field so impressed British
scientists that they elected him to the Bri-
tish Royal Society. He also received an
honorary degree from the University of Aber-
deen. He was especially interested in di-
seases, not so much their causes but rather
their cures.

Medical science was raother stagnant at
the time. Only two cures had been found
since 1700. One was quinine for malaria and
the other was mercury for syphilis.

Most colonists had such a low regard
for doctors that they would go to one only
as a last resort. Many credited their lon-
gevity to staying away from doctors.
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Curing this period, doctors were very
conservative and dogmatic. On the other
hand, Puritan ministers, though conserva-
tive in religion, were very liberal in
science and medicine. It was their con-
stant pressure that caused the doctors to
try new methods. Smallpox was a case in
point.

In 1714, Cotton Mather read an article
by a Turkish doctor in the Transactions of
the Royal Society in London. 1t described
the procedure for inoculating a healthy
person with material from a person suffer-
ing from smallpox. This usually produced
a mild case of the disease from which the
person readily recovered and was there-
af ter immune.

In 1721, an epidemic of smallpox from
the West Indies swept through Boston.
Mather saw his chance. He appealed to the
doctors to try inoculating the colonists.
This resulted in a great controversy be-
cause the doctors resented being told by a
minister how to practice medicine. What's
more, being Christian, the doctors also re-
sented the fact that the method of inocula-
tion had been pioneered by a Moslem doctor.
The fact of the matter is that, from the
seventh to the 19th century, medicine as
practiced in Moslem countries was the most
progressive in the world. There were many
reasons for this. Foremost among them was
the fact that the Catholic Church and many
Protestant churches frowned on medical re-
search. For instance, the Vatican had de-
creed that a Christian body was not to be
violated and anyone who performed an autop-
sy would receive the death penalty. It was
not until the 19th century that autopsies
were allowed in Christian countries. Also,
the main anatomy book used in Christian Eu-
rope until the 18th century had been writ-
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ten by Galen (129-199) in the second century.
The Moslems had no such laws and so carried
on research on bodies. They were also quick
to translate all the Greek and Roman medical
knowledge and added to it through the cen-
turies.

It's interesting to note that most Eu-
ropean nobles were well aware of the differ-
ences between Christiaon and Moslem medicine.
In fact, most royal courts had Jews or Mos-
lems as doctors because they had been train-
ed in Arabian medical schools.

Many of the clergy rallied to Mather's
side. They asked for a fair trial for ino-
culation. Some doctors, who sided with
Mather, inoculated a sufficient number of
people to prove that the risk of death was
infinitesimal when compared to the risk of
smallpox that was naturally contracted.

After the worst of the epidemic was o-
ver in 1722, Mather pointed out to the sec-
retary of the Royal Society in London that,
of the nearly 300 Bostonians inoculated,
only 5 or 6 had died and these may have been
infected before their inoculation. Of the
more than 5,000 persons who caught the di-
sease naturally, nearly 900 had died. This
meant that there was about nine times as
much chance of death if one caught the small-
pox in the ordinary course of infection as
compared with the danger of inoculation.

The word of these results spread and
soon doctors in the English aoand French col-
onies began to inoculate their patients. By
the time that the next smallpox epidemic was
imported from Ireland, most doctors were
inoculating their patients.

A smallpox epidemic struck the Detroit
area in 1733. Other epidemics occurred in
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1746 and 1752,

By 1760, the British colonies were re-
gulating inoculations rather than trying to
prohibit the practice.

Early in the American Revolution, the
army carried smallpox all over the colonies.
General George Washington, on the advice of
Doctor John Morgan, the physician-in-chief
of the American armies, ordered the inocula-
tion of the entire army. Washington also
ordered an inoculation for his wife, Martha,
who visited him frequently in army camps.
This mass inoculation in special hospitals
set up for this purpose was probably the
most extensive experiment of its kind up to
that date.

There was a smallpox outbreak in 1773-4,
When smallpox came again to Boston in 1792,
nearly half of its 20,000 inhabitants were
inoculated. After 1798, cowpox was used to
inoculate for smallpox. By 1800, smallpox
as a disease was pretty much under ¢ontrol.

Measles:

An epidemic in 1615-19 was definitely
of measles. Again, it affected the indians
and, to a much lesser degree, the French
and the English.

Diptheria:

A diptheria epidemic broke out in the
eastern part of New England. in 1734-5. Its
symptoms were a swollen white-flecked throat,
profound. weakness, and a tough slime that
could ultimately suffocate many patients.
This epidemic almost wiped out the entire
infant population of Essex, Massachusetts.

Diptheria struck again in 1751-3, 1776,
and 1794.
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I can remember my parents telling me
when I was a boy about my grandparents and
their experiences during two diptheria epi-
demics.

The first of these struck the Richelieu
River-Lake Champlain area in 1874. My Aunt
Ernestine Provost, who was 3 years old, con-
tracted it. She died from it on December 24,
1874,

People had a great fear of this and
other such diseases. There were no vaccines
and they did everything they could to avoid
contracting a disease.

My parents told me that the children
who were not affected were sent to live with
relatives. One parent would usually stay with
the infected child. If it was a one-parent
family, the oldest child would take care of
the others.

After the infected person got well or
died, a tub of water was set to boil in the
yard. Clean clothes were laid out for the
recovered person and the person who had taken
care of him or her. The clothes that had
been worn during the illness were thrown on
the fire to burn. They would then take a bath
in the hot water aond put on fresh clothes.

Some morticians would not handle the
bodies of persons who had died in an epi-
demic. Many grave-diggers would also not
handle their coffins. This is what happen-
ed to my Aunt Ernestine. My Grandfather
Leon was a cabinet-maker so he made his
daughter a coffin which he lined with velvet.
He put his daughter with loving care into
the coffin and sealed it. However, the
grave-diggers would not bury her.
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At this point, my Great Grandfather Jus-
tin DeFoy/Fraser, who lived in Redford, NY,
told his daughter, Libby, and his son-in-law,
Leon, to bring his granddaughter's
Redford from Burlington, Vermont. A grave
was dug on Fraser property and the child was
buried. I often wonder how many other peo-
ple found themselves in this situation in the
17th and 18th centuries.

The second diptheria epidemic struck in
Cahoes, NY, and then Burlington, VT, in 1895.
One of the many people who contracted this
disease was my mother. She was 10 years old
at the time. She told me that she remembered
the high fever as well as her hair falling
ovt. The hair grew back but it was always
thin. My Grandfather Henry Gifford moved his
family away from Cahoes because of this epi-
demic even though he left a good job as fore-
man in a mill there. His children were too
precious to him and more valuable than a job.
They went to Holyoke, Massachusetts, where he
got another job as a mill foreman. He spent
the rest of his life there.

Typhus:

Typhus is caused by lice. The disease
was found where there was a lack of clean-
liness, poor diet, excessive fatigue and a
proportionally higher use of linen or thin
clothing than wool. Lice seemed to favor
thin clothing. The early symptoms were
chills, fever, tongue covered with a yellow-
green crust, listlessness, and headache.
This was followed by the trembling of the
hand, some loss of hearing and sight and a
feeble pulse. The later symptoms were ir-
regular purplish spots, peeling skin, fall-
ing hair and, in many cases, death. There
were typhus epidemics in 1772-3 and 1805.

Other epidemics:
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There was an epidemic of scarlet fever
in 1802.

What were some of the ways that people
tried to protect themselves? I can remember
my mother saying that, whenever she did a
wash, she boiled her handkerchiefs in a spe-
cial kettle before washing them with her re-
gular clothes. Her grandmother and mother
had told her that most diseases were trans-
mitted by sneezes and running noses so
hankies had to be boiled.

I can also remember that, when I was a
youngster in the 1930's and 1940's, I was
not allowed to go to any public gathering
or swimming pool for fear that I would con-
tract polio which was then an epidemic di-
sease.

In the 1750's, the "Pest House" was a
way of fighting contagious diseases. These
were also known as Quarantine Hospitals.

Most large cities in New England and Quebec
had them. When a person developed a conta-
gious disease, he had to go.to such a hos-
pital until he either got over the illness

or died. Holyoke kept its hospital operative
until the late 1940's. A person with a minor
contagious disease was usually quarantined at
at home.

Epidemics still occur for two reasons.
The first is that, although we have bested
certain diseases, some people are lax about
being vaccinated against them. Measles is
a case in point. Some parents do not have
their children vaccinated against it because
they think that this disease has been eradi-
cated. Nothing could be further from the
truth. This disease and others like it are
still there. They just lie in waqit for
those who are not vaccinated. The second
reason is simply that there are many diseases
for which we haven't as yet discovered cures.
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I hope that this article has made you
aware of why so many of your ancestors died
of ten young in large numbers in a short pe-
riod of time.
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MEMBERS' CORNER
Le coin des membres

The purpose of this column is to help
our members get in touch with each other for
mutual benefit. All items for this column
should be sent directly to the editor,

Henri Leblond
88 John St.
Pawtucket, RI
028461-1010

before November 1st if they are to appear in
the next issue. Because space is limited,
they will be included on a first come first
served basis. Items will not be repeated in
successive 1issves.

IN OUR MAIL Do you have a question
Dans notre courrier about something which
you read

pages? Do you have additional information
about a topic which was treated here? Do
you want to correct a mistake which you've
spotted? Do you have a comment on an arti-
cle which you'd like to make? Do you have
a suggestion which may be of interest? If
so, write to the editor! Every letter will
be given his full attention ond, if it has
general appeal, it will be printed in whole
or in part subject to the limitation of
space.

Among the letters which we've recently
received was one from Helen Bertrand who
wrote an article about the Old Marquette
Cemetery. Her article appeared on page 65
of our last issue. She points out that we
mistakenly placed the cemetery in Minnesota.
We should have said that it was in Michigon.

Dr. Richard Provost and several other

members wrote to ask about the delay in pub-
lishing Je me souviens. Our president, Jan

~116-



Burkhart, explains the causes of the delay on
page 3. Incidentally, an article by Dr. Pro-
vost starts on page 107. There'll be another
one by him in our next issve. It will deal
with folk medicine.

One letter had nothing good to say about
Je me souviens. It criticized everything in-
cluding the space between the letters! Hon -
est! Among his other complaints were the
size of our type, our lack of accents, and
poor proof-reading.

Most letters were like Bob Plante's in
which he told us how enjoyable Je me souviens
is. In the last issue, he particularly en-
joyed the article on "Survivance" by Larry
Poitras.

We've recently received several letters
which can only be categorized as interesting.
One such letter from France read, "My great
uncle moved to the United States around 1930.
He settled in the San Francisco area. If he
isn't dead, he's 117 years old. His children
may be living. They would be between 74 and
81. He may have grandchildren. How can 1
locate him or his descendants?"

Another, also from France, read, "My
mother had an aoffair with an American sol-
dier during World War II. She says that he's
my father and that she never told him about
me. I'd like him to know that I'm his son
and I'd like to meet him. How can I find
him?"

A third was also from France. It read,
"Frank Sinatra starred in the 1968 movie,
"Lady in Cement." The family name of one of
the supporting actors is the same as mine.
Tell me how we're related."

The last was from an American. It read
simply, "My name is... Send me my ancestry."
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We'd be remissed if we didn't share
with you some of the many letters praising
the work of our Research Committee headed
by Dennis Boudreau.

Noella Letourneau wrote, "Wow! You
really did it! You solved the mystery that
had been lingering for so many years. There
is no doubt in my mind that this is the cor-
rect lineage."

A letter from Michael Lague read
"Thank you for your research efforts on the
Lague family history, including the seven
generation direct lineage and your correct-
ing follow-up note...Let me comment that I
find it amazing that records going so far
back are still available. I think it is
just so wonderful that an organization such
as AFGS exists to enable people to trace
their "roots." I never expected to get this
amount of information aoand I was somewhat re-
signed to believing that any trace of my
forefathers was lost forever to antiquity."

Guy Marchand, Committee President of
the Beaupré Family Association, wrote "Den-
nis Boudreau was a veritable help to us. He
not only assisted ‘us in our research, but
also found for us other living descendants
of Frangois Beaupre living in the United
States. Without his help, we never would
have found these delightful cousins."

A one-liner from Marie Guthrie read,
"Thank you again for the wonderful research
you did for me."

Hilda Silva penned this note: "This is
to acknowledge receipt of your information
on my direct lineage...l can see that I have
my work cut out for me. It should prove to
be very interesting, Hope to use your 1li-
brary in the near future to complete the re-
search on which you gave me such a wonderful
start.n
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WORK IN PROGRESS

Travaux de nos membres researching?

What family are you
Would
you like to hear

from others who are working on the same

family?

We will list here free of charge

the name of the family which interests you

along with your name,

number.

address, ond phone

If you are working on more than

one family, we will list each of them as

space permits.

ARMAND :

Corelei Rockwell
1199 S. Van Ness
San Francisco, CA

94110

AUBE :
Cinda Bedell
P.O. Box 487

Green Cove Springs
FL 32043

BEAUCHAMP :
inda Bedell
P.O. Box 487
Green Cove Springs
FL 32043

BEAUDREAU-GRAVELINE:

BOIRE:
Carole Martin
10220 S.W. 72nd Avenve

Miami, Florida
331546

BRO:

Joseph Brow

711 East Osceola Avenue
Laoke Wales, Florida
33853

CAMPEAU:

arcel Campeau
1384 Maurice
LaSalle, Québec
H8N 1P8, Canada

CLERMONT :

Thomas Boudreau
P.O. Box 182
Readsboro, VT
05350

BIENVENU:

anie ontaine
4412 Delorimier
Montréal, Québec
H2H 2B2, Canada

BLAGDON :
Norman Clermont

411 Mercury Way S.W.

Fort Myers, FlI
33908

Norman Clermont

411 Mercury Way S.W.
Fort Myers, Florida
33908

COURTOIS:

Cinda Bedell

P.O. Box 487

Green Cove Springs
FL 32043

DELAMARRE :

aude Lamarre
1680 Salvador
Brossard, Québec
J4aX 1v2, Canada
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DESNORME :

oseph Brow

711 E. Osceola Av
Lake Wales, FL
33853

DUBREUIL .

Gilles DuBrule
1300 Perras
LaSalle, Québec
H8N 1G2, Canada

DUBRULE :

Gilles DuBrulé
1300 Perras
LaSalle, Québec
H8N 1G2, Canada

DUROCHER dit MARTIN:
Carlie Welker Klumpp
5638 South Huron Rd.
Pinconning, MI

48650

FONTAINE :

anie ontaine
4412 Delorimier
Montréal, Québec
H2H 2B2, Canada

FOUCAULT :
arlie Welker Klumpp
5638 South Huron Rd.

Pinconning, MI
48450

GERMAIN:
inda Bedell
P.O. Box 487
Green Cove Springs
FL 32043

GIRARD:

Carlie Welker Klumpp
5638 South Huron Rd.
Pinconning, MI

48650

GIROUARD:
Linda Bedell
P.O. Box 487

Green Cove Springs
LF 32043

GRAVEL :

Gordon Laoflash
2448 Ragan Woods
Tolodeo, Ohio
43614

GRAVEL :

M. A. Dessaint de
Saint-Pierre

81 Avenue Marcoux est

Beauport, PQ, GIE 3B5

LAFLECHE / LAFLASH:
Gordon Laflash

2448 Ragan Woods
Toledo, Ohio

43614

LAPINE / LEPINE:
Thomas Boudreau
P.O. Box 182
Readsboro, VT
055350

LAROCQUE :
Linda Bedell
P.O. Box 487

Green Cove Springs
FL 32043

LEBEAU:

Annette Boudreau Canuel
24 Lillian Street
Greenfield, MA

01301

LETOURNEAU :

Carlie Welker Klumpp
5638 South Huron Road
Pinconning, MI

48650
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MARCHAND :

CLinda Bedell

P.O. Box 487

Green Cove Springs
FL 32043

MATT;E!:
orelei Rockwell
1199 S. Van Ness

San Francisco, CA
94110

NORMANDEAU :

Linda Bedell

P.O. Box 487

Green Cove Springs
FL 32043

PERIGNY:

Daniel Fontaine

4412 Delorimier

Montréal, Québec
H2H 2B2, Canada

PION:

Daniel Fontaine
4412 Delorimier
Montréal, Québec
H2H 2B2, Canada

RICHER:

Gordon LaFlash
2448 Ragan Woods
Toledo, Ohio
43614

PAPILLON:

Daniel Fontaine
4412 Delorimier
Montréal, Québec
H2H 2B2, Canada

ROUGEAU dit BERGER:
Jeanne R. Cooper
8112 1685t
Edmonton, Alberta
T5R 2V4, Canada

PATINEAU: VERREAULT:
Joseph Brow . Dessaint de

711 E. Osceola Av, Saint-Pierre
Lake Wales, FL 81 Avenue Marcoux est
33853 Beauport, PQ, GIE 3B5

BOOKS WANTED  Are you in need of a book to
Livres demandés fgcilitate your research? A

co-member may have the book
which interests you and may be willing to
sell it to you. We'll list your request at
no charge. Send the name of the book which
you'd like along with your name, address and
phone number to the editor. If you have more
than one request, we'll list them if there's
room,

*Linda Petersen, 2334 14th Street, North Bend,

Oregon, 97459 is interested in buying a copy
of Our French-Canadian Forefathers by Lucille
Fournier Rock.
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BOOKS FOR SALE Do you have a genealogical or
Livres & vendre historical book which you no
longer use but which may be

helpful to others? Are you interested in
selling it? We will list your book here at
no cost. Send the name of the book and your
asking price along with your nane, address,
and phone number to the editor. Do you have
more than one book to sell? We'll include
them if we can.

*A. J. Beliveau of RD2 Box 458 Williston, VT,
05495 wishes to sell Vermont Roster of Sol-
diers in the War of 18712 for 343, Vermont
Rolls of the Soldiers of the Revolutionary

War fTor $120,and Vermont Army and Nav
Civil War Volunteers ]561-'3%6 for 0.

*Linda Dubé of 39 Birch Street, Madawaska, ME,
04754 has a three-book set on the Bouchards
for sale. The set contains 1050 pages and
more than 1300 photos An index at the end

of the third volume is particularly helpful
in locating specific Bouchards. The text is

in French aond English. No price was speci-
fied.

*Dr. Armand Chartier of the University of
Rhode Island has written a new history of
the Franco-Americans. Histoire des Franco
Américains de la NouvelTe-Angleterre, 1775-
1990 is for sale at the LiE?%irie Populaire,
18 Orange Street, Manchester, NH, 03104. It
costs $25 plus handling. Do not send money
with your order. You will be billed. Phone
orders are accepted: 603-669-3788.

*Rollande S. Gelinas of 3075 DeBlois, Trois
Riviéres, Québec, G8Z 1R4, Canadg, has a
book entitled Les Miens et les Votres, re-
cueil de titres d'ascendance for $20 plus
$4 postage and handling. The book traces
192 lines.
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OF INTEREST
D'interé@t

KBYU-TV and the author of Roots, Alex
Haley, are involved in a television project
on family history. "Ancestors,"” a prime
time series for PBS, documents individual
searches for links to their ancestral past.
It will focus on the rich dramas that un-
fold as a result of family history research.
The programs will feature stories and story-
tellers with the ability to capture imagina-
tion and bring family history to life. KBYU
TV is currently in the process of conducting
a nationwide search for such material. To
find out how your family history and re-
search experiences can be a part of "Ances-
tors," write to "Ancestors," KBYU-TV, Provo,
Utah, 84602, or call either BaBette David-
son or Marci Brown at 801-378-0050.

The Socidte Archiv-Histo (4315, boule-
vard Rosemont, Montreal, Québec, HIT 2C8,
Canada) has over 200,000 notarized documents
(marriage contracts, wills, land grants,
sales, gifts, and so on) of the French pe-
riod (1635-1765). These may be of help to
you in reconstructing your family history.
There's a minimum charge of $10 and a limit
of 5 requests. Each answer is a summary of
the document and costs $4. Copies of docu-
ments and translations are available at
extra cost.

The Institut généalogique J. L. et
associés, inc. (C.P. 325 Succ. Ahuntsic,
Montréal, Québec, H3L 3N8, Canada) has a
data bank of marriages between 1730 and
1835. The cost of looking up a marriage is
on a sliding scale: $10 for 1 down to $7
each for 5 or more. Money is not refund-
able if the marriage is not found.
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The Berkshire Family History Associa-
tion (P.O. Box 143, Pittsfield, MA, 01202)
will hold its 8th Annual Genealogical Semi-
nar at the Berkshire Community College's
Koussevitzky Art Center on Saturday, October
5th. The topic will be "Western Massachu-
setts: Gateway to the West." The cost of ad-
mission is $25.

Glastonbury, Connecticut, will celebrate
its Tercentennial in 1993. The Tercentennial
Descendants Subcommittee would like to hear
from anyone who has family roots in Glaston-
bury. The Subcommittee is particularly in-
terested in acquiring copies of documents,
letters, diaries, journals, old photographs,
lines of descent, and any type of genealo-
gical information. All information collected
will be preserved in a data bank at the Glas-
tonbury Historical Society and will be avail-
able to anyone researching Glastonbury genea-
logy and history. Please send materials to
the Tercentennial Descendants Subcommittee
c/o Mary Lou Rath, Box 619, Glastonbury, CT,
06033.
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FAMILY ASSOCIATION NEWS
Nouvelles des
Associations de families

The ASSOCIATION DES DION D'AMERIQUE is
planning to celebrate the 400th anniversary
of the birth of Jean Guyon, one of the an-
cestors of the American Dions. It proposes
to hold the celebration in Montreal in 1992.
The celebration would be part of the festi-
vities which will mark the 350th anniver-
sary of the founding of Montreal. Anyone
interested in more information or in joining
the Association should write to

Association des Dion d'Amérique,
C.P. 232,

Loretteville, Québec,

G2B 3W7, Canada.

The ASSOCIATION DES DESCENDANTS DE JEAN
MIGNAUX DE CHATILLON is making plans to
celebrate in 1993 the 350th anniversary of
his arrival in Canada. More information or
membership in the Association may be ob-
tained by writing to

Association des Descendants
de Jean Mignoux de Chatillon
8811, rue Centrole,

LaSalle, Québec,

H8P 1P1, Canada.

Are you a Pilon or a descendant of one?
If so, you may be interested in learning
that this family is planning a reunion. You
can get more information from the

RASSEMBLEMENT DES PILON,
C.P. 683,

Ville-Marie, Québec,

JO2 2W0, Canada.

Any items for this column should be
sent directly to the editor: Henri Leblond,
88 John Street, Pawtucket, RI, 02841-1010.
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT
Rapport du bibliothécaire

Your Library Committee - Jan, Armand,
Mary, Henry, and David - send greetings from
Woonsocket, RI. We hope that you've conti-
nued your research during the summer. Its
fine days and warm evenings are just right
for visiting places which are prominent in
our family histories or for wandering
through cemeteries in search of those elu-
sive ancestors. Vacation days give us the
chance to go to city halls and archives
which are closed when our work days are done.
We hope that your research was successful.
With fall upon us, it's time to get back to
the books. We look forward to seeing you
back here at the library.

Our annual recognition night was a
great success. It is always nice for so
many of our members to come together and be
recognized for the many hours of dedicated
service which they give to the Society. When
we have visitors from other Societies, they
are always amazed at how much we are able to
accomplish. They cannot believe that we have
so many members willing to pitch in and work
so hard for no pay. What they fail to re-
alize is that "pay" comes from being with
such an outstanding group of people. We can
never thank our wonderful volunteers enough.

Several members have arranged for us to
copy various records. Our thanks go to Lu-
cille McDonald for getting permission for us
to copy the records of Menard's Funeral Home;
Noela Boulaine for Lauzon's Funeral Home's
records; Eveline Desplaines for the baptis-
mal records of Holy Family Church in Woon-
socket, and Roger Beaudry for the records of
the First Universalist Church also in Woon-
socket.

For a long time, the AFGS has been re-
cording the 19th century Franco-American
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marriages of Rhode Island. If you have a re-
lative who married here before 1900, please
send us the information so that it can be in-
cluded. We want our records to be as com-
plete as possible.

We have launched a new project. We are
buying microfilms of the vital statistics of
Vermont. We have bought the records up to
1870. We'll buy the rest a few reels at a
time over the next few years as money becomes
available. These films will be a great tool
for our members.,

We are most grateful to all who make
contributions to our Library Fund. Books are
so expensive that it would be difficult to
maintain our superb library without your gene-
rosity. Donations of money are applied to
books on order which defrays expenses that the
board has already approved. We also receive
donations of books, magazines, and original
works. by our members. All of these donations
are received with great excitement here in
Woonsocket.

The Library Committee continues to col-
lect obituaries. We have just completed our
17th book of them! Our thanks to all who
participate in this project. We would welcome
anyone who would like to join us. Don't
forget that we also collect clippings of en=
gagements, weddings, and anniversaries.

We have published four new repertoires:
The Baptisms of St. Cecilia's Church in Paw-
tucket, RI; The Baptisms of St. otephen's
Church in Attleboro, MA; The Marriages of St.
Anne 's Church in Woonsocket, RI, and The
Marriages of St. Jacques Church in Taunton, MA.
Two otEers will be ready soon: The Baptisms
of Notre Dame Church of Central Falls, RI, and
The Marriages of St. John The Baptist Church
of Pawtucket, RT.
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RESEARCH POLICY

Please follow these steps if you wish to use
our research service:

STEP ONE: WHAT YOU SEND

-Your request, and a self-addressed
stamped envelope

-PLEASE DO NOT SEND US A CHECK IN ADVANCE

-Your choice of the type of research to be
done according to the followinag descrip-
tions.

A. SINGLE MARRIAGE (Only ONE marriage to
seek)
-Marriages of parents will also be
counted as additional single mar-
riages and billed as such.

B. DIRECT LINEAGE (A straight line of
either a husband or wife back to the
immigrant ancestor)

~This will include each couple, their
date and place of marriage, and their
parents' names and location of im-
migrants in France.

-Price for direct lineages will be de-
termined by the number of generations
found times the rates for research as
applicable.

C. FIVE-GENERATION ANCESTRAL CHART
(Standard 5 generation ancestor chart
of 31 ancestors, with 8 marriages
found., The last column of names will
give parents' names only, no marriages,
as they will start a new 5 generation
chart.)

-Price: $16 (AFGS members) $25 non-
members
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AFGS RESEARCH RATES (Stondard)

$2 per marriage (AFGS members)

$4 per marriage (Non-members)
$16 for 5 generation chart (AFGS members)
$25 for 5 generation chart (Non-members

STEP TWO: OUR JOB

After receiving your request, return en-
velope and choice of research to be per-
formed, we will stort immediately upon
your research. We will then notify you
by mail as to our findings, and will bill
you in advance for the research performed
using the rates applicable above.

STEP THREE: YOUR APPROVAL

After receiving our report and billing
statement, return the top portion with a
check payable to AFGS. Upon receipt, we
will then forward your requested research.

We believe that by following these three
steps, we can offer our members a much more
professional and orderly way of answering
requests for research. Again, please do
not send money in advance.

The AFGS Research Committee
P.S.: All requests not found by the Re-
search Committee will be placed in

the question and answer section of
Je me souviens. See following pages.
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QUESTIONS AND Z)NSWERS
Questions et réponses

In keeping with our present research
policy the following marriages could not
be found by our staff. We are publishing
them here, hoping that others who may see
them and have the answers will contact us
so that we may forward this information
to the appropriate researchers. All ans-
wers may be addressed to the A.F.G.S. at
P.O. Box 2113, Pawtucket, RI, 02841. When
answering a question, please use the call
number, e.g. 14/16 14/17, 14/18. etc.

P = Parents s/o = son of

M = Marriage date d/o = daughter of
and place vf./vve = widow /

D = Descendants widower of

14/3 Seeking M of Alexis RICHER and
Jeanne(tte) LEBLANC, parents of Jean
Baptiste Richer from Trois Rivieres
PQ, who married Marie Charron/Charon
daughter of Pierre Charron/Charon
and Marie Jeanne Pelletier on 24
July 1810 at St. Pierre, Tillbury
East, Kent County, Ontario. (Myrtle
Pletos)

14/16 Seeking M and P of Alexander MUNSON
to Delia METHOT ca. 1880's New York

State or Lowell, MA area. (Margaret
Quiles)

14/17 Seeking M and P of Jean-Baptiste
BISAILLON to M-Louise PERRIER-OLIVIER.
Their d. Angelique m. Pierre Campeau
at Lachine, PQ, on 7/7/1770. (Gerard
Guimond)

14/18 Seeking M and P of Martin LEVAC(QUE)
to M. Josette VERONNEAU-DENIS. Their
d. M-Antoine(tte) m Jean-Baptiste
Denis at Les Cedres (Soulanges) on
7/2/1774. (Gerard Guimond)
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14/19

14/20

14/ 21

14/22

14/23

14/24

14/25

14/2¢

14/27

Seeking M and P of George McLAUGHLIN
to Victoria FENIX (PHENIX) DAUPHINAIS
ca. 1879-83 in Williamsburg, Ontario,
or Quebec area. (Edith Watson)

Seeking M and P of Francois FRANCOEUR
to Angelique DELINELLE/GLINELLE. Their
s. Antoine m Amable Gauthier at Notre
Dame de Montréal on 21/6/1784. (Carol
Jacques)

Seeking M and P of Paul BEAUDIN to
Caroline RAYMOND, daughter of Joseph
of Adams, MA. They were married ca.
1865. (Paige Danforth)

Seeking M and P of Camille DESJARLAIS
to to Delima BRASSARD. Their son
Arthur married Emelie Boissel in
Woonsocket, RI, 14/5/1900. (Marie
GENZ)

Seeking M and P of Noel BRO/BRAULT/
POMINVILLE to Mathilde STE-MARIE,
Montreal area ca. 1830-1840. (Joseph
Brow, Jr.)

Seeking M and P of Paul DEMENO/DENOME/
DOMINO to Pauline PACKMON/PATENAUDE
Quebec Province ca. 1840-50. (Joseph
Brow, Jr.)

Seeking M and P of Nicolas CARON/GAU-
THIER to Madeleine CHAMPOUX. He re-
married to Madeleine Houde at Becan-
cour on 6/7/1795. (Anna Rifici)

Seeking M and P of Nelson WOOD/BOIS/
DUBOIS to Adela BROCHE who married

ca. 1880 in Monpelier, VT; Lowell, MA,
Worcester, MA, or Malone, NY. (Roland
Lapointe)

Seeking M and P of Joseph HARPIN/
HARPER to Julie BOUTHIERRE ca. 18640
in Canada or MA. Their son Noel m.
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14/28

14/29

14/30

Georgiana Landry at Grafton, MA, on
21/11/1883. (Roland Lapointe)

Seeking M and P of Joseph LANDRY to
Olive RICHARD m. in Canada ca. 1860.

These are the parents of Georgiana
in 14/17. (Roland Lapointe)

Seeking M and P of Joseph M. DALLEN
who married Margaret MOISSANT

in Bourbonnais, IL, on 3 Aug. 1850.
(Louise Tesoriere)

Seeking P of Joseph LEBEAU and his
wife, Rosanna LUSSIER, who were
married in Wauregan, CT, on 24 Feb.
1889. (Annette Boudreau Canuel)

We are most grateful to Mr. Al Bérubé of Mon-

tréal

who continues to provide us with many

of the answers to researchers' questions:

14/2

14/9

13/17

13/19

Joseph DUGUAY (Joseph & Claire Doiron)
Pauline GOUPILLE (Joseph & Barbe Poulin)
married in Caxaquet, NB, 22/11/1830.

Jacob BERTHIAUME (Moise & Marie Beaudin)
Sophie-Hermine BELAIR (Israel & Marie
Plantier married in Lacolle on 11/1/1883

Joseph MICHON (Guillaume & Marie Ther-
rien; M., Angele BERRY who's listed only
as "Fille majeure" married in Notre Dame
de Quebec on 7/1/1801

Antoine Michel CHICOINE (Aubin & M=-Anne
David); Francoise Henriette SAMUEL (Jean
& Marie-Barbe DAUBARQUE married 146-9
1800 Contrat Barschois.
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Ancestor chart of
FRANCOIS BOULIANE

Husband of Marie E.

Rousselle

See following page

s _Joseph BOULIANE

16 Louis-Marc BOULIANE

;;13/8/1770-Sc-Joach1m,PQ

(Fatder of Mo 0)
h.

4 Joseph BOULIANE m. 10/10/1797 La Malb
(Father of Ne, 3) d., PQ
b,
p.b. p-d
o, Dute of Dirth . -
oo PicedBirn m2/2/1826-La Malbaie,PQ thdrése SIMARD
2. Dateof Destn  Id, Hiocher of Fs. 4)
. Place of Desth
pd b,
2 Abel BOULIANE p.b.
{(Father of No. 1) d.
b, pd
p.b.

m. '7/1/1852-Grande-Baie
d.
p.d

(Father of Bul Sy
b.
p.b.

s|Marguerite McNICOLL 28/7/1800 La Malbai

(Mother of Ne. §)
b.
p.b. p.d
d. 1| Charlotte CORNEAU _
p.d. Motwr of . )
b, .
p.b.
1 Francois BOULIANE d.
v, 10/2/1877 pd.

pbChicoutimi, PC

m. 7/1/1901-Chicoutimi, PQ 12 Henri BRASSARD

4. 15/5/1943 (Ste-Anne) =i
pdWoonsocket, RI, b,
p.b.
o Henri m.11/11/1779-La Malbaie,®
(Father of N 33 4 d.
b, g
p.b. p-d
m'20/10/1810-LaMa1ba:¢e,” Marie MARTEL
4. PQ e o o %)
p.d b
. p.b.
3| Louise BRASSARD d.
[Mother of 8o, 1) p.d
b. o
p.b.
d. 14_Pierre TREMBLAY
pd. (Fotder of No. 1)

b,

7(Emérentienne TREMBLAY

b, (Mothee of No, %) 4.
pb. . d
<. 15 céci le SIMARD
p.d. (Nothee o Na, )
Marie-E. ROUSSELLE o
[E2X AT p.b.
. 3 d.
p.b. p.d. p.d.
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{Chicoutimi)pQo Alexandre McNICOLL _

p.b.
m.17/6/1783-Baie St~

1[G

~ N\
Esmaﬁewaﬁ&@u
axe,

18 Rene’ SIMARD

m9/10/1770-Baie St-Paul,
5 PQ

Wikrocule GUAY
b,
d.

20 Duncan M¢NICOLL

b,
lﬂﬂ/l'\/17B’>-Ile-coudrf~s,
d.
21 Margaret CANUL{CONNELL

ie, d.
POy, Jose_ph CORNEAU __

m-1/7/1797-[.a Malbaie,PQ
d.
23|Angéline GAGNON

b.
d.
24 Ch_ ‘les BRASSARD
liltlﬂdllal!.
- m20/11/1752-Ebou1ements,

PQ
aslCatherine GAGNON

PQ
26 Isidore MARTEL
8/2/1751-St-Joacham, PQ

27/Genevieve BOUCHER

b.
d,
28 Jean TRFMBLAY

20/11/1741-Baie St-Paul
29(Charlotte BISSONNETTE
Paul:’
Q 10 Jacques SIMARD
L ...20/1/1744 BiT '?E"'Pa—f

EH Cecxle GAUTEIER

b.
d.




Ancestor chart of
MARIE E ROUSSELLE

Wife of Frangois Bouliane
See preceding page

sMaximin ROUSSELLE
(Fother of N
b,

p.o
2 Anatole ROUSSELLE

(Fataer of Na. 1)
b.

d,

p.b.
m.11/11/1838-Riv. ~Ouvellg
P

P.b.
m. l/Z/lﬂ70-Riv.-Oue]le,Pq° Joseph D'ANJOU

16 Jacques ROUSSELLE

Lambert ROUSSELLE F42/1/1750-RiV--0ue11e.PO
i

Facher of o )
b 7/1/1767
b, Riviere-Ouelle, PQ
m.14/7/1794-Riv.-Ouel
d.
p.d

- 7
17 Genevi\eve BERUBE

le,

pQ &

18 Jean-Frangois CIMON
m16/1/1769-R1v-Ouelle, PO
Judith OUELLETTE

b,
d.
Jacques D'ANJOU
5.

Genevieve CIMON
et o Fa. €)

b, 19

p.b.
d.
pd

m19/1/1740-LaPocatidre,PQ
d.
Angélique GRONDIN

(Fiter o N )

lp.d b. 2
p.b. b,
s|Hortense D'ANJOU m.10/3/1803-Riv.~Ouelle,q
(Maher o Na. 0) PQ - . .
b. o 22 Benjamin LEBEL
pb. p.d . 5.
a9, 11} _Thecle LEBEL m19/1/1768-Kamouraska,PQ
p.d. (Mocher of Ne. 5) d.,
b, 23|Marguerite PHOCAS-Raymond
p.b. b
1 Marie-E. ROUSSELLE d, .

v 17/5/1879

pb. Riviere-Ouelle, PQ

m. 1/7/1901-Chicoutimi, PQ
d. 16/6/1963 (Ste-Anne)
pd. Woonsocket, RI

o Amable HUDON
heatnet of

b.

d.
24

pd.

Joseph HUDON-Beaulieu
12Julien-Barthé1émi HUDON E3/4/1742-Riv.-0ue11e,l>0

p.b.
m24/2/1824-Riv.-Ouellq,

.
p.a

3| _Sara HUDON

PQ

Tser o Ne. 1
b
p.b.

a
p.d.

7|Marie PELLETIER

14_Henri PELLETIER

(Father of R &) .
b. 2s5|Madeleine LANGLOIS
p.b.
m.21/11/1774-Riv.-Ouelley
d, . -
p.d

2 Loui
Louise LEVESQUE ﬁ'n/z/nm-mv.-Ouene,po
(Mether of No. &) . .

b, 27{Anne-A. DUBE
p.b. b,

d, d

pd,

23 Germain PELLETIER

10/2/1817-Riv-Ouelle, PQ

Josette CARON
b,

Faher of Mo 71

b. 29

b (Muther of No. %)
pb.
d.
p.d.
Franﬂﬁ.aogLIME
b. d,
p.b. p.d.

15

d.

p.b.
m.6/11/1797-LaPocatiere,
PQ . Pierre PINET

d,
30

p.d 3
pPerpétue PINET m18/2/1765-Kamouraska, PQ
{Mlether of Noy 1) d.
b. si/Marguerite MICHAUD
p.b. b,
d. d.
p.d.
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Ancestor chart of
GEORGE HENRY BUTEAU

Husband of Salome Cloutier

See following page

Louis Buteau

Louis Butean
8 b, 28 Mar 1764
p.b. St. fntoine, PO

d. 2 Jan 1872

4 b, circa 182 p.d. Baltic, CF

p.be
0. 9 Jan 1843 (Sorel, PO Merie Desangos Grenier
d. 28 Feb 1871 9b. 14 Oct 1787
p.d. Baltic, CT p.b. St. Antoine, PO
d. 28 Nov 1851
Danase Buteau p.d. Sorel, PO
2b, 13 fpr 1897
p.b. Slatersville, RI
n. 13 Nov 1875 (Marvick, RI} Etienne Dufault
d. 15 Mar 1928 10 b. 17 Dec 1795
p.d. Newtown, CT p.b. Sorel, PR
a. 16 Jul 1822 (Sorel, PO
Marie Anne Dufault d.
5b. §0ct 182 p.d.
p.b, Sorel, PO
d. 18 Agr 1904
p.d. Baltic, CT Therese Tessier
11 b. 18 fug 1800
George Henry Buteau p.b. Sorel, PQ
1h. 1 fug 1677 d. 25 Sep 1975

p.b. Baltic, CF
0. % Jun 1899 (Hest Warvick, RD)
d. 25 Jun 1921

p.d. St. Victoire, PQ

p.d. Preston, CT Jean Baptiste Lussier
12b.
pabe
s, 11 Oct 1802(S. Hyacinthe, PE)
d.
p.d.
Marie Josephte Saudrea
13 b.
p.d.
d.
“Delﬂine Lussier p.d.
3b. 27 g 189
p.b. St. Damase, PO
d. 5 Jan 1927 Michel Jarret Bearegard

14 b. after 1793
peb.
8. 9 Jan 1815 (Vercheres, PO

p.d. Nev Bedford, M

6b 21 Jn 173
8. 3 Feb 1777 (Contrecoeur)
d. 4 feb 1824

8. 17 Jun 1805 (5t. Antoine, PB) [Marie Gregoire

17 b, 23 fug 1760
d. 20 Aug 1834
Piesre Grenier
18 b. 10 Oct 175t
. 17 Feb 1783(St, Antoine)
d.
Desanges Brazeau
190,
d.
Jean Baptiste Dufault
20 b 12 fpr 173
8. 6 Oct 1794 (Sorel, PR)
d. 21 Jan 1832
Marie St. Martin
2 b. §0ct 1767
d. 10 fpr 1633

Joseph Tessier
2b. Bla M
8 23 0ct 1797 (Sorel, PD)
d. % A 1847
Therese Ethier
23 b, 12 Feb 1780
" de 26 Aug 1847
Christeohe Lussier
4 b,
. 5 Feb 1759 (Vercheres)

Louis Gaudresu Chavaudreville
%0,
a. 8 May 1775(Chasbly, PO
d.
loseghte Brouillet
20,
d.
Hichel Jarret Beauregard
8b.
8. 6 Oct 1793 (Vercheres)
d.

Elisabeth Langevin

Marie Louise Lussier
15b.
pebe
d.
p.d.
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Salome Cloutier
(Wife of No. 1)

9.

d.
Joseph lussier
b
8. 17 May 1780 (Vercheres)
d.
Marie Chalut
3 b
d.



Ancestor chart of
SALOME CLOUTIER
Wife of George Henry Buteau
See preceding page

Alexis Cloutier

Charles Cloutier 16 b.
8b. o. 13 Jan 1766(5,Pierre Sud)
p.b. d.
8. 23 Jul 184 (Nicolet, PQ) Madeleine Picard
d. before 1941 17b.
p.d. Nicolet, PO d.
p.be Nicolas Salaon
. 6 Jul 1841 (Nicolet, PO Louise Salmon 18.b.
d. 9 b. after 1763 n. 10 Feb 1777 (Kicolet, PQ)
p.d. p.b. Nicolet, PR d.

d.

fntoine Cloutier p.d. 19 b,
2 b, for 1943 d.
p.b. Francois Desfosses
8. 3 Oct 1864 (Trois Rivieres, P§) Louis Desfosses 2b.
d. 10 b, 11 fog 1797 8, 55 fug 1754 (Baieville)
p.d. p.b. Kicolet, PR d.
8. 16 Jul 1822 (Bajeville, PQ) |Marie Charlotte Lemire
Leocadie Desfosses d. Ab.
Sb. p.d, d.
p.b.
d.
p.d.
Salose Cloutier
1b, 2 Jul 1884
p.b. Suncook, N

8. 26 Jun 1899 (West Warvick, RD)
d. 19 Jun 1976
p.d. Burrillville, RI

d.
Louis Chefdevergne Larose
24b. 173
0. 12 Sep 1774(Pointe du Lac)

d. 29 Dec 1813
Morie fasble Bevtraod
fni b, 8 Feb 1760
6 b. 8 fgr 1820 d. 29 May 1804
p.b. Pointe du Lac, PO Etienne Gelinas Bellesare
. 10 Nov 1840 (Yasachiche, PQ) 2 bapt. 20 Sep 1743
d. 15 Jul 1860 8. 19 Feb 1765 (Yasachiche)
p.d. Trois Rivieres, PQ d.
- Marie Nadeleine Lefebwe
Marquerite Larose p.d. 27b. 6 Nov 1738
3b. Jan 1844 d
peb. Louis Gagnon
d. S Jan 1927 B,
p.d. fhode Island 0. 7 Jan 1777 (Yasxchiche)
d.

Marie Marquerite Germain Magny

Julie 6agnon 3.
7b. d.
p.b. Igpace Vaillancort
d. 30 b, 20 Oct 1744
p.d. s {1 Jan 1768(S¢, Jean, 10)
d.
Marie Aane Tuwrcot
beorge M. Buteaw Ab.
(Hushand of No. 1) d.




NEW MEMBERS

Nouveaux membres

1795

Armand ADAMS
404 Shore Dr
Laconia, NH

0324¢

1793
MM James ANDRADE

151 Carriage Hill Rd

N Kingston, RI
02852

1802

Michael ARSENAULT
PO Box 594
Millbury, MA
01527

1804

Normand AUBIN
26 Garden St
Woonsocket, RI
02895

1797

John BEAUDETTE
1107 Calumet Av
Calumet, NI
49913

1803

Sylvia BOCKSTEIN
172 Jackson St
Jefferson, MA
01522

1807

MM Anthony BONAVENTURE

19 Pidge Av
Pawtucket, RI
02860
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1821

Alfred BURKE

13 Ledge St
Central Falls, RI
02863

1803

Geralda CARRIER
20 Main St
Lakeville, MA
02347

1803
Virginia CARRIER
20 Main St

Lakeville, MA
02347

1816

Norma COUTURE
575 High Hill Rd
N Dartmouth, MA
02747

1818

Jacquelyn DAWLEY
431 School St

N Kingston, RI
02852

1817

Edward DOIRON
51 Melrose Av
Hamden, CT
06518

1815

Donald FAVREAU
2503 E Garnet Av
Mesa, AZ

85204



1806

Marie GENZ

3509 NE 77th Terr
Kansas City, MO
64119

1810

Bertrand GUERIN
39 Elvira St
Bellingham, MA
02019

1812

Marie GUTHRIE
112 N 7th St
Alpena, MI
49707

1800

Anita HARRINGTON
189 Wampanoag Rd
E Greenwich, RI

02818

1788

Michael LAGUE
Wilner Rd
Somers, NY
10589

1789

MM E LAMONTAGNE
15 Brookwood Ln
Cumberland, RI
02864

1798

George LA NORE
4511 19th Av SE
Lacey, WA

98503

1805

Hector LA POINTE
132 Arizona St
Fall River, MA
02723
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1774

Robert LAVOIE
136 Harley St
Coventry, RI
02816

1799

Carol LEAVITT
161 Lucas Rd

E Greenwich, RI
02818

1813

Charles LESIEUR
26 Garden St
Woonsocket, RI
02895

1784

Linda MADEN

80 Udalia Ct
West Islip, NY
11795

1814

Jean MANDEVILLE
169 Reynolds Av
Providence, RI
02905

1819

Rita MCKEOWN
639 W Maple Av
Monrovia, CA
910164

1809

Estelle OWENS
900 W 11th St
Plainview, TX

79072

1792

Linda PETERSON
2336 14th St

N Bend, OR
97459



1794

Albert PROVENCHER

18 Crest Rd
N Smithfield, RI
02895

1796

Margaret REIMAN
5411 Dupont Dr

Santa Rosa, CA

95409

1787

Robert ROCHEFORT
66 Lexington Av
Cranston, RI
02910

1790
MM Jeremy SMITH
119 Prospect St
Shrewsbury, MA
01545

1811

Hilda SYLVIA
1245 Drift Rd
Westport, MA
02790

1791

A. J. THOMAS
124 Chippendale Dr
Hendersonville, TN
37073

1801

Philias VAILLANT
268 Dulude St
Woonsocket, RI
02895

1785

Robert VALOIS
PO Box 19764
Raleigh, NC
27619

18 20

Cathleen WALSH

9 Meadow View Rd
Wayland, MA
01778

1786

Jeannette WILES
16 Cedar Rd
Shrewsbury, MA
01545

anuanuaig



GENEALOGICAL MATERIALS AND PUBLICATIONS
FOR SALE

JE ME SOUVIENS - OUR JOURNAL

Vol. IT, No. 2 September 1979 $2.50*
Vol. 1III, No. 1 December 1979 $2.50*
Vol. III, No. 2 March 1980 $2.50*
Vol. 1III, No. 3-4 October 1980 $5.00*

*Please add $1.50 for.postoge and handling.

Vol. V, No.
Vol. V, No.
Vol. VI, No.
Vol. VI, No.
Vol. VII, No.
Vol. VII, No.
Vol. VIII, No.
Vol. VIII, No.
Vol. IX, No.
Vol. IX, No.
Vol. X, No.
Vol. X, No.
Vol. XI, No.
Vol. XI, No.
Vol. XII, No.
Vol. XII, No.
Vol. XIII, No.
Vol. XIII, No.

Spring 1982  $3.504#
Autumn 1982 $3.504#
Spring 1983 $3.504#
Avtumn 1983 $3.50#
Spring 1984  $3.50#
Winter 1984 $3.50#
Summer 1985 $3.504#
Winter 1985 $3.504#
Summer 1986 $3.504#
Winter 1986 $3.50#
Summer 1987 $3.50#
Winter 1987 $3.504#
Summer 1988 $3.50#
Winter 1988 $3.504#
Summer 1989 $3.504#
Winter 1989 $3.504#
Summer 1990 $3.504#
Winter 1990 $3.504#

Nt Nt N = N N et Nt N =t N ot N

#iPlease add $1.25 for postage and handling.
MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS

A.F.G.S. LIBRARY HOLDINGS THROUGH MARCH '91
Approximately 100 pages. Unbound. Punched
for three-ring binder. $6.00 + $2.50 P&H,
$3.50 Canada.

LA CUISINE DE LA GRANDMERE I1I

All new edition. Over 400 traditional and
and contemporary recipes. In English. Spiral
bound plasticized cover. $7.95 + $2.00 P&H,
$3.00 Canada.
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BEGINNING FRANCO-AMERICAN GENEALOGY
By Rev. Dennis Boudreau, our Research Com-
mittee chairperson. Tells how to research
French-Canadian roots. Has valuable ref-
erences including addresses. Paper bound.
75 pages. $7 + $2 P&H, $3 Canada.

INDEX - JE ME SOUVIENS
An alphabetical compilation of the names
in our journal from 1978 to the summer of
1985. 68 pages. $4.50 + $2 P&H, $3 Canada.

CHARTS

EIGHT GENERATION FAMILY TREE CHART
Heavy parchment-like stock 237 X 28"
Shipped in mailing tube. $4 + $3 P&H,
$4 Canada.

STANDARD FAMILY GROUP SHEET
Places to record pertinent data for pa-
rents and 15 children. Reverse side blank
for notes and references. g%x" x 11"
Punched for 3-ring binder. Minimum order:
100. $3.50 per 100 + $1.50 P&H, $3 Canada

STRAIGHT LINE CHART
Handsomely decorated borders printed in
brown ink on 24-pound aged tan antiqua

parch-bond. 12" X 18" Designed by Gina
Bartolomucci. Suitable for other uses.
Shipped in mailing tube. $2 + $3 P&H,
$4 Canada.

FIVE GENERATION CHART
Improved standard pedigree chart. Designed
to be either written or typed. gx" X 11"
Punched for 3-ring binder. Minimum order:
100 $3.50 per 100 + $1.50 P&H, $2 Canada.

SEVEN GENERATION CHART
Folded and punched for three-ring binder.

10" X 146" Designed to be used as a work-
sheet in conjunction with five generation
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chart and gives overall view of seven gene-

rations. 10 chart minimum. $1.50 per 10 +
$1 P&H, $2 Canada.

TEN GENERATION CHART
Space for 1,023 ancestral names. Printed
in 2 colors on heavy paper. 25" X 36%"

Suitable for framing. Shipped in mailing
tube. $6 + $3 P&H, $4 Canada.

CANADIAN MAPS

These maps illustrate the counties within
each province as well as the cities and
towns and have location indexes. The fol-
lowing are available: Alberta, British Co-
lumbia, Manitoba, maritime provinces, Yukon
and northwest territories, Newfoundland,
Ontario, Quebec, and Saskatchewan. Quebec
map: $4, all others: $3. Postage in mail-
ing tube: $3, $4 Canada; folded approximate
ly 8%" X 11: $1.50, $2.50 Canada.

REPERTOIRES

LES MARIAGES DES ILES DE MADELEINES, PQ
By Reverend Dennis Boudreau. Completely re-
vised. Includes all marriages of the is-
lands from 1794 to 1900 as well as many
others from areas where Madelinot families
settled extending some lines beyond 1900.
Complete listing of Madelinot Boudreaus
from 1784 to 1980. Paper bound. 326 pages.
$21 + $3 P&H, $7 Canada.

THE FRANCO-AMERICAN MARRIAGES

OF NEW BEDFORD, MA, 1845-1%20
By Reverend Albert Ledoux. A.F.G.S., Edi-
tion. Paper bound. 478 pages. $40 + 3$3
P&H, $7 Canada.

THE MARRIAGES OF SAINT CECILIA'S CHURCH
AWTUCKET, RI, 1910-1986
A.F.G.S. Edition. Soft bound. 398 pages.
$35 + $3 P&H, $7 Canada.
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THE MARRIAGES OF SAINT MATTHEW'S CHURCH
FALL RIVER, MA, 1888-1986
A.F.G.S. Edition. Soft bound. 310 pages

$27 + $2.50 P&H, $4.50 Canada.

THE MARRIAGES OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
WEST WARWICK, RI, 1874-1983
A.F.G.S. Edition. Soft bound. 2 volumes
622 pages. $50 = $4 P+H, $7.50 Canada.

THE MARRIAGES OF ST JOSEPH'S CATH. CHURCH
ATTLEBORO, MA, 1905-1986

Many Franco-American marriages. Date and

place of baptism listed when available.

232 pages. Soft cover. $22.50 + $2.50 P&H

$4.50 Canada.

THE MARRIAGES OF ST JOSEPH'S CATH. CHURCH
ASHTON, RI, 1872-1986

Date and place of baptism 1listed when

available. 246 pages. Soft cover. $24 +

$2.50 P&H, $4.50 Canada.

THE MARRIAGES OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
. CHURCH, TERSVILLE, RI, 1872-1986
Date and place of baptism listed when
available. 310 pages. $28.50 + $2.50 P&H,
$4 .50 Canada.

MARRIAGES OF SAINT STEPHEN'S CATH. CHURCH
ATTLEBORO, MA, 1880-1986

Date and place of baptism listed when

available. 225 pages. Soft cover. $19.95

+ $2.50 P&H, $4.50 Canada.

THE MARRIAGES OF STE. ANNE'S CHURCH
WOONSOCKET, RI, 1890-1986
In addition to the name of the bride oand
groom and their parents, this repertoire
contains a section listing the date and
place of each bride's oand groom's baptism
480 pages. $35. + $3.50 P&H, $6.50 Canada.
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THE BAPTISMS OF ST. CECILIA'S 519]0-19882
WTUCKET, RHODE ISLAND

This repertoire not only contains the pa-
rents' names and the date of baptism, it
contains the godparents' names, the date
of birth, and any marriage information
which may have been forwarded to this
church. 466 pages. $35 + $3 P&H, $7 Ca-
nada.

THE BAPTISMS OF ST. STEPHEN'S (1880-198¢)
ATTLEBORO (DODGEVILLE), SAC ETTS
This repertoire not only contains the pa-
rents' names and the date of baptism, it
contains the dogparents' names, the date
of birth, and any marriage information
which may have been forwarded to this
church. 317 pages. $25 + $2.50 P&H, $4.50

Canada.

THE MARRIAGES OF ST. JACQUES' (1904-1989)
TAUNTON, MASSACHUSETTS
Although 5t. Jacques is not the oldest
Catholic church in Taunton, it is very
significant. It was created to serve the

French-Canadian residents of this city.
288 pages. $30 + $2.50 P+H, $4.50 Canada

PAYMENT

UNITED STATES: Checks payable to the Ame-
rican French Genealogical Society. Ameri-
can funds only.

CANADA: Postal money order payable to
the American French Genealogical Society.

Prices subject to change without notice.

Mail order to

A.F.G.S.
P.O. Box 2113
Pawtucket, RI, 02861
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INDEX TO NUMBER 26

Volume XIII No.
Winter 1990

A

ACHON, Ozanne

ACTS OF SUBMISSION
ALLARD

ALMANACH DE GOTHA
ARCHAMBAULT
ARCHAMBAULT (Genealogy)
ARCHAMBAULT, Jacques

ARCHAMBAULT, Jean-Baptiste

ARCHAMBAULT, Joseph
ARCHAMBAULT, Josephte
ARCHAMBAULT, Laurent
ARCHAMBAULT, Marguertie
ARKANSAS

ASSOC. DES JOURNAL. FR.AM.

AUNIS (Families)

BAUDIN, Constance

BAY OF BISCAY (Families)
BEAUDOIN

BEAUVAIS

BEDARD, Rev. Pierre J-B
BELAND, Rev. J. A.
BENOIT

BETRAND

BETRAND, Helen

BESSETTE, Rosalie Jasmin
BINETTE, Rev. Joseph
BOUCHARD

BOUCHER

BOULAY

BOURDON

BOURGET, Ignace

BOURGET, Paul

BOYER

BRASSARD

BRENET
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BRITISH PARLIAMENT
BROOKFIELD, MA
BURKE'S PEERAGE

CANADOS

CARON

CARRIER, Frank
CATHOLIC CHARITIES
CENSUS OF 1880 (RI & MA)
CHAGNON, Rev.
CHARBONNEAU

CHARLAND, Louise
CLOUTIER

CONWAY, AR

COUNCIL OF WESTPHALIA
CROISES (CRUSADERS)

D

DAIGNAULT, Rev. Elphege
DANIELSON, CT, (Conflict)
DAURAY, Rev. Charles

DE NEVERS, Edmond
DEBRETT'S PEERAGE
DEFORS, Thomas

DELISLE

DION, Francoise
DRACUTTOWN, MA

DROUIN BOOKS FUND DONORS
DROUIN, Claude

DUCHARME, Mrs. Hermidas
DUCHESNE

DUHAMEL

E

ETHNIC SURVEY OF WOON., RI
EUROPEAN TITLES

F
FALL RIVER, MA (Conflict)
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21,

16

27-28
22



FAULKNER

FITZGERALD, Mrs.

FOISY, J.
FORGET
FORGET,

COUNTY, AR
John C.
Albert

Ulysse

FRANCO-AMERICAN PRESS
FRANCO-AMERICAN MANIFESTO
FRANCO-AMERICANS

FR.~-AM.

in CENTRAL FALLS,

FRENCH-CANADIAN MIGRATION

GADBOIS,
GAGNON
GAUGER
GAUMOND (
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUMOND,
GAUTHIER
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,
GENDREAU,

G

Mrs. Edgar

Genealogy)
Aglae
Armand
Angelique
Delia
Germain
Jean-Baptiste
Louis
Louise
Ludovic
Moise
Pierre
Rene

Simon

Alexina
Arthur
Blanche
Claire
Cyriac 1
Cyriac
Edward
Frederic
Irene
Laura
Lillian
Lucien
Mary
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GENDREAU, Moise

GENDREAU, Moses

GENDREAU, Napoleon
GENDREAU, Victor
GENDREAU, Wilfred

GEN. MAT. AND PUBLICATIONS
GENEALOGY

GIROUARD (Ancestor Chart)
GIROUX, Rev.

GLEASON, Tom

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES
GREENFIELD, MA

GRENIER, Angelique
GUIMOND, Marie

HALPIN, Williams
HARKINS, Bishop Matthew
HARRISVILLE, RI

65
18-23
53

HAVERHILL, MA (Parish Schools)13

HENDRIKEN, Bishop Thomas F.
HEVE, Damase

HICKEY, Bishop William A.
HOLIDAYS PAST

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY

HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE

HOLY SEE OF ANTIOCH
HOMESTEAD ACT

HOUSE OF HAPSBURG

HOUSE OF LORDS

HUGHES, Michael

IRISH-AMERICANS
IRON MOUNTAIN RAILROAD

J
JOLIBOIS, Amable

KIMBALL, J. H.
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5, 45
54

65

60



L'AME AMERICAINE
L'HEUREUX, Evelina
LA BECHE (THE SPADE)
LA FRANCE, Sophie
LAPORTE

LA PRESENTATION, QC
LA SENTINELLE

LA SOCIETE ST JEAN-BAPTISTE

LA TRIBUNE

LAFLAMME, J. L. K.
LAMARRE (Ancestor Chart)
LAPLANTE

LAPRIS, Malvina

LECLERC

LECLERC, Re. Napoleon
LEBLANC, Jean

LEBRUN, Amedee

LEBRUN, Beatrice

LEBRUN, Charles

LEBRUN, Gertrude

LEBRUN, Isabelle

LEBRUN, Monique
LIBRARIAN'S REPORT

LIVRE D'OR DE LA NOBLESSE
LOWELL, MA

LOWELL, MA, FR.-AM. PRESS
LUSSIER, Eleonore

M

MANCHESTER, NH (PARISH SCHLS)

MARIST PRIESTS

MA BUREAU OF LABOR STATS.
MAYNARD, Dr. Albert
MEMBERS' CORNER

MERCIER

MONGEAU, Florence
MONGEAU, George

MONGEAU, Leo

MOUNT ST CHARLES ACADEMY
MOUVEMENT SENTINELLISTE

-149-



N

NAT. CATH. WELFARE CONF.

NEwW MEMBERS

NORMAND

NORMANDY (Families)

NORTH AGAWAM

NOTRE DAME CHURCH, WOON., RI

NOTRE DAME DE LOURDES

NOTRE DAME DES VICTOIRES

NOTRE DAME DU SACRE COEUR,
CENTRAL FALLS, RI

0

OLD MARGUETTE, MI, CEMETERY
ORDRE DES FORESTIERS FR-AM

P

PARADIS

PARO, Edouard

PARO, Josephine
PATRIARCHATE OF ANTIOCH
PECK LAW

PELLETIER

PERCHE, NORMANDY (Families)
PORIER, Aurelie
POTHIER, Gov. Aram J.
PREVOST

PRINCE, Father

PROVOST

Q

QUEBEC: BRITISH OCCUPATION
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

RACINE

READ, Mary
REED, Reuben
RESEARCH POLICY
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REVIVING NOBLE TITLES

RHODE ISLAND (Parish schools)
RICHARD

ROULEAU

RUTLAND, VT

SAINT HYACINTHE
SAINT J-B PARISH, WARREN, RI
SAINT JOSEPH CEM, LOWELL, MA
SAINT LOUIS PARISH
SAINT NICOLAS, QC
SAINTE ANNE PARISH, WOON, RI
EMITH, Paul
SOCIAL DISTRICT (WOON., RI)
SOC. FR.-AM. DU DENIER
DE SAINT PIERRE
SOUTHERN RAILROAD
ST CHARLES CHURCH
ST DENIS, QC
ST LOUIS RAILROAD
ST PATRICK CHURCH
ST THOMAS AQUINAS CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, MA
SURVIVANCE
SURVIVANCE BIBLIOGRAPHY
SURVIVANCE FOOTNOTES
SURVIVANCE IN CANADA

TALBOT

TREMBLAY
TREMBLAY, Pierre
TRUDEAU

TURGEON

TWAIN, Mark

U

UNION SAINT JEAN BAPTISTE
UNITED KINGDOM
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VEZINA 446
VILLENEUVE 44
VILLIARD, Rev. Camille 23

W
WESSEL, Bessie 6
WESTPHALIAN COUNCIL 50
WOTTON, QC 58, 60
WRIGHT, Carol D. 10

Y
YEAGER, Wayne B. 48
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COMING EVENTS

OCTOBER 29

Annual Meeting and Election of Officers

NOVEMBER 26

Business Meeting

DECEMBER 6

Christmas Party

JANUARY 28

Business Meeting

FEBRUARY 25

Business Meeting

MARCH 24

Business Meeting

All meetings are held in our library which is located in the basement of the
First Universalist Church at 78 Earle Street in Woonsocket, Rl. They
begin at 7 p.m. and last about an hour during which time the library is not
available for research. They are open 'to the public at no charoe.



ABOUT OUR COVER

Our Society’s seal contains its coat of arms: a shield
with an oak tree, a symbol of genealogy, above which is a
star representing the United States flanked by two fleurs-
de-lis representing France and Quebec. Our motto is the
same as Quebec’s: “Je me souviens” (I remember). The
coat-of-arms is ringed by acorns, another symbol of
genealogy, and circled by the words “American French
Genealogical Society, 1978.” The border represents the
molten wax used to seal documents. Our coat-of-arms
and seal were designed by our founder, Henri Leblond.
They are registered with the Committee on Heraldry of
the New England Historical and Genealogical Society in
Boston, MA.



