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MARIE ADAMS, 1925-1993: MEMORIES

By Ivan Robinson, FCGSC Historian

When Marie Adams, the society's library director, was
killed Oct. 3, 1993, in a highway accident near her home
in Gales Ferry, the awful news traveled like shock waves
among FCGSC members.

Over the telephone and in somber conversations at the
society library in Tolland, the universal theme was utter
disbelief. Marie, at 68, had been full of life, full of
plans. She was so energetic in everything she did, it seemed
she would outlast us all. She couldn't possibly be gone.

As happens when death strikes suddenly, people had
fresh memories of a robustly active friend. They remembered
having just talked with her, of having worked with her,
of having enjoyed her company. It's in these memories that
she lives on for us. This article is meant to share some
of them.

The Day Before

Her death occurred on a Sunday. The day before, Society
President Ed Ledogar and Board of Directors member Charles
Seney had been with her at a genealogical meeting in
Manchester, N.H. At lunch, the three discussed her plans
for the FCGSC library. She had initiated and presided over
its changeover from the Dewey system to the modern Library
of Congress system, no mean feat. Now she had more ideas.

"she was planning to integrate the books better," Ed
remembered, "and to upgrade the quality for people to do
good genealogy. She wanted to have it run like a
professional place. She looked forward to another year
of hard work."

Marie stayed for the evening's banquet and left around
10 p.m., arriving home around midnight. According to her
family, she rose early the next day, ate breakfast and went
out, saying she was going to "the library." Since no one
saw her at the FCGSC library that day, she presumably drove
to the Connecticut College library in New London, where
she worked and where she was planning to fill out rebinding
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orders for FCGSC books. She was apparently returning home
from the college when the accident occurred just before
1 p.m.

Newspaper Accounts

According to newspaper reports, her small car was
heading south on Route 12 in Ledyard when, for unknown
reasons, it veered across the center line and crashed head-on .
into a van, just half a mile from her home. Marie was rushed
to Lawrence and Memorial Hospital in New London, where she
was pronounced dead on arrival. The occupants of the van
were a Mystic woman and her 10-year-o0ld daughter. The woman
suffered a leg fracture. The girl was not hurt.

Obituaries two days later sketched out Marie's life.
Marie Agnes Masse Adams was born May 1, 1925, in Cambridge,
Mass., daughter of banking executive Homer E. and Marion
Desillier Masse. (Her maiden name, which in some records
has an accent over the "e," is pronounced "Massey" by the
family.) She attended Fryeburg Academy, a finishing school
in Fryeburg, Maine, on the New Hampshire border west of
Lewiston. She subsequently graduated from Mohegan Community
College in Norwich. Besides working at Connecticut College
and devoting so much of her time to our society, she was
a master gardener and taught courses at the Cooperative
Extension Service and lectured at Norwich Regional
Vocational-Technical School. She was a seventh-degree (the
highest level) member of the National Grange and a lecturer
and program organizer for the Ledyard Grange. She was a
breeder of New Zealand white rabbits and a member of the
Southern New England Rabbit Breeders Association. She was
also a member of United We Stand, the Ross Perot
organization. Her survivors include four sons, three
daughters and 22 grandchildren living in Connecticut, New
York, Idaho and Washington.

An Unforgettable Rainbow

Among the many shocked by the accident was Elizabeth
Kelley, an FCGSC volunteer librarian. Last July, Elizabeth
and Marie traveled together on a genealogical expedition
to New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, taking turns driving
Marie's car. The five-day trip was a big success and went
off without a hitch.

"Marie was tireless," Elizabeth recalled. "We got

up every day at 6:30 in the bed-and-breakfast we stayed
at in Moncton and we were on the road all day."
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MEMORIES -- 3

They bought $600 worth of books for the FCGSC library,
even going as far afield as Carraquet in upper New Brunswick
to find titles that Marie was determined to get. "She was
a woman with a mission," Elizabeth said. The two usually
turned in around 10 p.m. but not before sorting out and
inspecting their purchases and going over their records.
"She was economical," Elizabeth said, "always thinking of
your pocketbook as well as hers."

The trip was not all business, though. It was Marie's
first trip to her ancestral stomping grounds and she showed
her usual zest for learning as much as she could. They
took time to see the famous tidal bore in Moncton and to
pay a visit to Grand Pre, the Acadian village of Evangeline.
The two also toured the cathedral in Moncton, where Marie
was delighted to come across her family name, Masse.

Elizabeth's most striking memory, however, was of
something that happened during a drive back to Moncton one
day. "There had been black clouds everywhere," Elizabeth
said, "and then, suddenly, the heavens opened up and, to
the right, we saw the most vivid and widest double rainbow
I had ever seen in my life. It was beautiful." She paused
and then added: "I'll always think of that rainbow and
Marie together. She was beautiful, too. Tireless but fun
to be with."

The Tireless Marie

The word, "tireless," or something like it comes up
often when you talk to anybody about Marie.

"Untiring, persistent, boundless energy, that's how
I would describe her," Ed Ledogar said.

"She was totally unselfish and very dedicated," said
Maryanne LeGrow, who had worked closely with Marie as
scheduling librarian and who agreed in November to become
the new library director. "“She did a terrific job."

It was Ed who appointed Marie to be head librarian
(the title was changed later) at the annual May meeting
in 1991. Marie, one of the early members (#47) who joined
during the society's charter year of 1981, had become
inactive but was ready to take on the challenge.

In effect, the society acquired a professional
librarian. Marie held a degree in library sciences from
Mohegan Community College and had worked for many years
-- 16 at the time of her death -- as a library technical
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assistant at Connecticut College, where she was responsible
for purchasing and ordering and for repair and rebinding
work.

Despite the demands of her job and a busy home life,
she made the one-hour drive from Gales Ferry to Tolland
whenever occasion demanded but certainly every Thursday,
when she led work crews in cataloging and other jobs. She
often stayed into the night on those Thursdays, eager to
make progress.

In her last weeks, she had been busy putting together
a series of Thursday evening seminars in observance of
October as Family History Month -- a first endeavor for
the society. Typically, she had assigned herself the lion's
share of the work. She was scheduled to give four of the
12 presentations.

The first evening of seminars was to be Oct. 7, four
days after she died. There was talk of canceling but it
was finally decided to go ahead, considering all the hard
work Marie had put into them. Substitute speakers filled
in, notably Maryanne LeGrow, and the evening opened on a
gloomy note. It was my sad duty, filling in for an ailing
Ed Ledogar, to announce the news of Marie's death to those
in the audience who had not heard and to dedicate the series
to her memory.

Some Personal Thoughts

What do I, myself, remember most about Marie? High
on my list is the way she always greeted me when I showed
up at the society library -- with arms thrown up in
half-welcome and half-benediction, a hearty hello and a
big smile so embracing it was like a hug. I felt she had
been waiting just for me, that my appearance had made her
day.

What will I miss about Marie? Many things but
especially, strange as it may seem, the things we didn't
talk about. For example, gardening. Blame it on the focused
nature of working in the library -- not much time for
chatting -- but I never knew until it was too late that
Marie was such an expert gardener. (What an irony that
we have to learn some facts about our friends from their
obituaries.) As an avid gardener myself, I now long for
the conversations we never had about what some refer to
as the heavenly pastime. (I am sure she knew that the word
"paradise" comes from the Persian word for garden.)
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I felt my loss more poignantly in talking with her
son Douglas, a 35-year-old ex-Marine who was her partner
in tending the big garden surrounding the home she shared
with him and his family. The main garden this past season,
he told me, was a 100-by-50-foot area of raised beds. Beyond
that were places for ramblers like squash and cucumbers.
There was an herb bed, an asparagus bed, rhubarb plants,
and eight to 10 varieties of tomatoes in cages. In addition
to being a master gardener, Marie was a master composter
and it showed. According to Douglas, she grew leeks four
inches in diameter, parsnips 18 inches long and five inches
across at the shoulder, and some tomatoes that grew 14 feet
long and others that produced five-pound fruits. To a much
less expert gardener like me, those numbers are overwhelming.

“She swept the Ledyard fair this year," Douglas said.
"We just went out into the garden that morning and picked
whatever looked good. Mom won prizes not only for her
vegetables but for canning and breadmaking, too. On top
of that, she took the award as the fair's outstanding
competitor."”

His mother, he said, acquired her interest in raising
her own food from two sources. One was her father, who
devotedly kept a garden in “backwoods Maine." The other
was her Mormon faith, which advocates self-sufficiency as
well as genealogical study. When Douglas was about 10 years
old, the family had a Black Angus steer, a Jersey cow, 46
hens and a rooster, 96 rabbits, three lambs, two goats,
three dogs and five cats. All this was on just under two
acres.

A Final Tribute

Marie's nurturing skills were high on everybody's minds
at a service of remembrance held Oct. 22 in Connecticut
College's Harkness Chapel. BAmong the speakers was Brian
Rogers, special collections librarian at the college's
library. His remarks, a copy of which he graciously sent
me at my request, make a fitting conclusion to these memories
about Marie.

"Marie was a nurturer all her life," he told the
gathering of mourners, "and her office in the library was
a kind of nursery in which she not only nurtured this lovely
array of green and flowering plants but, in her unpretentious
and supremely genuine way, nurtured the friends who came
there."

He noted that Marie died at that time of year when
she would have been looking forward to autumn's colors and
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making preparations for the winter and the next year's
growing season.

He added: "Echoing Marie, then, and in tribute to
her memory, let us make our own preparations -- not for
winter but for all that we do, that we may do all that we
do to the best of our ability, as Marie always did things.
In honoring Marie's memory, let us also emulate her nurturing
qualities. She made it look easy, because that is how she
was, and we wish she were still here to demonstrate."
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INTROOUCTION

In June of 1991 my father-in-law , 8ill White, and I took a trip
to Quebec Province of Canada. B8ill wanted to see scme woodcarver'’s
wares in St John Port Joli, and as he would be traveling neer Cap St
Ignace, where my grandparents were from, he asked me if I wanted to go
with him.

When we stopped ot Cap St Ignace, I stood in front of the Catholic
church in the center of town and took plctures of the church where my
grendparents, Alphonse Ouillette and Alice Bernier, were married in
November of 1918 .

A local woman asked me what I was doing, and In my half French .
helf Englich I explained it to her. She then went to thre rectory and
gel the key and let me inside the church.

Inside, it wss the most besutiful church I have ever seen.

As I stood there taking picture I thought of how little I knew
cbout my ancestors, and whaet & shame thst wss. It wss then I decided
to find out more about my grandparents and my family history. The
resull of thet ongoing search is this menuscript ycu are reading.

Cne yvear later. I took my family on vacation te Quebec City in
Censda. Quring the week we spent there, I took = side Erip to Cep SC
Ignzce to further my research. This time I wes able to investigate
church records, and alse find the farm wvhere my grandrmother, Alice
ernier. wss born. In Cap St Ignace I met Jean Marie Bernlier, cne cof
my father’'s cousins who allowed me to take pictures of the hcuse which

my greet grandparents owned , and generally made me feel very welcaome.

When I resd scmeone’'s 1ife histary. I scmelimes get the feeling
I'm reeding sbout a saint. Ky ancestors were not saints; they were
hardwerking Cenedians with little formsl education who successfully
cerved a life for themselves in this country. I have rncluded ss many

emell detsils, good or bad, cbout them ss I could find. To me, tFEis
meckes them human.

I found several interesting facts while deing my research. One Iis
thet names on birth certificates did not alwayes match the nemes In
commen use. For instance my Aunt lorena’s birth certificate bhes the
neme : Merie Collette Dorilda Ouvellette. When Lorena was btepticed
her Godmother wanted her named Collette. For the rest of her life.
Lorens was hnown as Collette to her Godmother.

Uncle Robert’'s birth certificate resds : Gerard Joseph Alexander
0liver Ouillette. When he enlisted in the Nevy, he sarid ke wouldn't
enswer to any name but Robert. So the Military agreed to enlist him

under the name of Robert Gerard Quillette, Ccespite what his birth
certificate said.

14

The recson for this difference in names is not clear to me. Cne
possible expleonsticn Is that bables were beptized as soon &s possible
after birth, sometimes the same dey (this was encourceged by the church
&8s IC wes believed that the soul of & baby who died without being
beptized could nel go to heaven ). Thus the bobv's mother wss not
present &t the ceremony wvhere the neme was recorded on the brrth

certificote. So If she decided to call the child something else, the
réve stuck.
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The origins of the name Ouvillette are not entirely clear. The
first family of this name in North America spelled their last name
Houlet. Other spellings include Houlliet, Oyet and others. Around 1700
the elongated version., Ouvellette started to sppear.

The spelling ocur family uses is somewhat vnique Alphonse 's
father and brothers vsed the more common spelling, Ovellette. I was
unable to find the resson for this ciscrepancy.

Roland and Vivian Moulin of Woodstock celebrated their
50th anniversary Sept. 6, 1992. They were married Sept. 7,
1942, at St. James in Danielson. Mr. and Mrs. Moulin renewed
their wedding vows at a Mass of Celebration at Most Holy
Trinity Church. The original wedding party was present. The |
maid of honor, Fabbiola Provost, and the best man, Arthur i
Moulin Jr., participated in the ceremony. The couple’s grand- ,
children provided the readings and presented the gifts. Roland f
wnd Vivian have three children, Roland Moulin of Putnam, :
/ivian Morse of Springfield, Mass., and Nanette Polito of
California; six grandchildren; and a great-grandchild. A recep-

n of 82 friends and family was hosted by their children. f

Lucien and Elsie Barlbeau

Baribeaus celebrate 50th

honor Edith Briggs, attended
the anniversary party that fol-

Lucien (Gus) and Elsie-
Baribeau of Danielson cele-

brated their 50th anniversary
June 27, 1992. They renewed
their vows at St. James
Church. About 140 friends and
relatives, including best man
Morris Baribeau and maid of

lowed at the K of C Hall in
Danielson.

The surprise anniversary
party was put on by the
Baribeaus’ children.
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THE BERNIERS

The first Bernier we know of in Canada was Jacques Bernier, who
was a native of the parish of Saint Germain L 'Auxerrios of Paris. He
arrived in New France (1) sometime in the 1650°'s and on 23 July, 165¢
married Antoinette Grenier in Quebec. Records show the marriage tock
plcce in the governer's houce. This leads vs to sssume that Jacques
hed some political stending in the colony. The couple then moved to
the Isle of Orleans . {An island in the St lLawrence river & few
miles downstream of Quebec city)

Jacques Bernier officislly lessed his First farm on 7 Nev, 1657.
It was on the Southwest end of the Island not far from the Hourn
Indian village. Over the rext decade he leased more lend., so by the
census of 1667 he had 25 acres of lend, 8§ beassts of burden. snd 3
employees.

In Februsry, 1673 Jacques was given a piece of land on the
sceuthern bank of the St Lewrence River downstreem from Orlesns.
Semetime in 16874, Jacques, having sold his property in COrleasns .moved
te this land. becoming one of the very the first residents of Cap St
Ignace.

The densely wooded lend was clesred and the logs vsed to build &
house. In 1677 Jecgues bought ¢ boat and used It to Crensport logs to
Quebec for sale. At this time he waes also ran @ general store where
the Jlocal residents bought their provisions.

The census of 1681 shows Jacques had a rifle. 8 heaed of cattle and
10 acres of developed lard. Bv 1703 he owned twelve pieces of land in
tre Cap St Ignece srea.

The first church in Cap St Ignece was burilt in 1883. Prior to
thet, visiting missionsries to the smell community would hold
religious ceremonies in the Serrier house. Thus the records show the
first mess said in Ceop St lonece was said in the home of Jecques
Eernier, &s was the ¥irst Saptism.

In 1691, Jacques started dividing his land by Qiving 10 ecres to
his oldest son, Pierre . Four vears later ,in 1695, he gave the
remainder of his land to his three remaining sons, Charles.
Beptiste, amd Philippe.

Jecques and Antionette’s veungesl surviving son . Philippe , (our
direct encestor) was baptized on 15 Janvery, 16237 . He wss probably
boern on the Fernier farm on the Isle of Orlesns. On 30 Oct, 1701 he
merried Ursule Csron . The merriaoce took place In St Anne. Philippe
and Ursvle lived all their lives in Cep SC Ignece , and took care of
Jecques and Antionette in their last vears. Antornette died on 17
Febuary 1713, Jecques was i1l at the time and-wes vnable to attend her
funeral : he died on 20 July of that seme vear .

Phillippe and Ursule hed ten children . Their eldest son was nemed
Barthelems .

Jeen

(1) Now celled Ceonade.
Fraence geve Caneda to England in the treaty of Paris in 1763.
‘Meny French Canadians have never forgiven France )

Canada became & country in 1867 . and geined complete self rule
from Englend in 1932.
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Barthelemi's great great great great granddaughter, Alice Bernier,
was born Iin Cap St Ignace on 29 January, 1887 ,(2) the first surviving
child of Amselme Bernier and Amanda Fournier . The next day she wes
beptired Marie Alix Amarilda Bernier. Alice probably attended the
local parochial grammar school to fourth or fifth grade.

Besides Alice, the Berniers had at least seven other children :
Jules, Emil , Philip and Romeo (twins). Alexandrine, Alexander. and
0liva.

As a young woman, Alice worked on the family ferm and we know she
also spent some time working as a cook for some peocple in Quebec City.

The farm wes & small dairy énterprise.(3) In the winter, the men
would lesve for extended periods st & time to cut woed for lumber and
fuel. All vear there was milking te do. Twice & day. all family
members who were old enocuoh wouwld pitch in te help milk the small
herd of cows (probaebly not more then 10). The milk was then stored in
metal conteiners, and lowered by ropes Into the well to keep it cocol.
Each fermer would teske & turn gathering the milk from local farms
daily and bringing It to the creemery to be msde into cheese. Then
they would bring the skim milk home and feed It to the animals.

The family also kept chickens., and reised pigs.
Ouring the cold Cenadiesn winter mezst wss buried In the snow to
preserve It.

0n 14 October. 1915, Alice married Amedee Fregesu, who had worked
&s @ performer In the 8arnum and Berley Circus. 0n 31 March. 1915
Amedee Jdied of pneumonia leaving Alice snd their 3 month old daughter.
Rite. for the fiext couple of vears, Alice mede & living by running s
small store in Cap St Ignace.

n 11 November, 1928, she married Alphonce COQuillette .

Alice’'s four vear old daughter. Rita, was comfortable living with
her mother and graendparents on the family farm. She didn't want her
mother to gel married.

Later, Rite often stated that she couldn’'t have asked for a better
stepfather than Alphonse Ousllette.

—— e e i e

(@) Finding the true date of birth of Canadians of this time period
can be challenging. Birth certificates are vsually ncen existent, the
only records being the church records of Baptisms, First Communions,
MNerriages etc. It wes not vnusuel for e person to celebrate their
birthday on the day they were baptized - not on the day they were
born.

(3. The farm and the accompaning land was passed on from father to
sons at least as fer back as the turn of the century . In 1899,
Alice's grendfather, Amselme bernier, divided his land eamoung his
sons. The transfer deed staled that the sons were responsible to tehe
care of their parents, provide their firewood and bring their mother
to church on Sundey.

In 1957, Alice's father, also nomed Amselme Bernier. geve his
lend ., Including the houvse, animals, end ferm equipment, to his
youngest son Alexander. The contracl stated Alexsnder was responsible
for teking care of his perents who were to live with him. Alexander
was oalseo responsible for his sister, Alexandrine, until she married.
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GENERATION CHART

HUSBAND

WIFE

DATE OF MARRIAGE

France

Cenade

Francols Bernfer

Pierre Bernier

Pierre Bernier

Christophe Bernier

Yves Bernier

Jacques Bernier
(1633 & - 1715)

Philippe Bernier
(1673 - 1750)

Barthelemi Bernier
(1703 - J

Louls Fernier
{1752 - J

Louls Fernier

Germarn Bernier

Anselme Bernier
(1824 - J

Anselme Bernier
(1863 - 1952)

Jeanne De La Cour
Susanne ODu Pont
Merie Tillier
Marie Baret
Michelle Treuvillet

Antoeln

ette Grenler
{18358 2

- 1713)

Ursule Caron
(158849 - 1754)

Cherlotte Fetsrt
{2708 - )

lovise Fornier
(1731 - J

Victoire Lebreux

Veronigue bernier

Venerande Fortin

Amanda Fournier
(1559 - 1937)

Alice Rernier

1887 -~ 1°€65)
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THE QUILLETTES

Rene Houallet (the

H Is silent) was born in Paris, France. His
date of birth is given

as 1635 on his deeth certificate, but there is
some conlroversy as to the accuracy of this date . In 1663 he boarded
@ ship in the Northern French Seaport of Oieppe and toock the two month
voyage (4) to the French Colony of New France , In North America .
Rene was cne of the recruited Ffrench colonists erganized by Lord
Francois de Montmorency laval , a Jesuit missionary who would later
become the first Catholic bishop in New France.

0n March 8, 1666 he married Anne Rivet In the Notre Dame Bzsilice
in Quebec City. Anne had arrived In New France in 1665 as a "kKing's
daughter” , one of the many young women recruited from France and peid
8 dowery to travel to and settle in the colonies. Records show she was
the widow of Gregoire Hist.

Marriage records show that Rene and Anne were both members of the
perish of Notre-0ame de Quebec.

It is believed that after their marriage. the couple settled on
the Isle of Orlesns, where Rene had begun to clear a farm in 1665, It
was on this farm thst thelr 3 sons were born: Abraham-Joseph,
Methurin-Rene and Gregoire.

In 1673, The Houlets sold their farm and moved to Cote de Beaupre.
where they rented another farm. It was here thet Anne died,
§, 1675, She was buried at Chateau-Richer on April 7. 1875.

In 1578. Rene left Cote de Besupre, and moved to Riviere-Quelle.
His sons did not sccompany him.

7 Feb 16. 1879 ke married 28 year old Therese Mignet, &8 widow wko
hed & scns and one deaughter . Rene and Therese had ot least seven more
children. They settled in @ farm owned by Therese In La Pocetiere,
where Rene's sons from his first marriage rejoined him.

Near the end of his life, Rene lived with his son Abraham-Joseph
in Saint-Roch des Aulnaies. In his will he left &n acre of land to
perish in La Pocatiere so & future church could be built there.

He died on Jenvsry 15, 17222 and is buried at Saint Anne de La
Pocatrere.

Therese died fn 1728 at Kamouréska, and is buried there.

on April

Ehe

(4) The voyege to the New World must have been awful by today's
stenderds. In his book " The Canadian French Heritage OFf New England”
Author Gerald Brault describes the journey :
" Passenger ships did not exist in the severnteenth century
although vessels were at times adapted to transport a lerge number of
individuals. Noblemen end religious were accompanied in the officer’s
qQuarters. However the rest of the colonists hed to shift for
themselves on deck amidship - braving the elements with the renned -
up enimels and the fowl being carried to the New World or finding o
cramped place to rest among the cannons, hammocks and seemen's lockers
ocn the fedid battery deck. 0On a voyage of such long duration , storms
and heavy sess were to be expected. Illness such &s dvsentery, scurvy,
vellow fever and, of couvrse "mal de mer™ (seasickness ) were common.

One of the greatest risks was to be overtsken by pirates or. in time
of war, by an enemy vessel.”
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Rene’s son Gregoire, (our direct descendant), spent part of his
childhood in the village of la Pocatiere living with his Uncle, Noel
Pelletier. On March &, 1696 he married Anne-Josephte lLisol , daughter
of Anne Pelletier. Thelir son, Fraencofs, was born in La Pocatiere on 13
April, 1698, the second of thirteen children.

Anne-Josephte died on Feb 8, 1716 in La Pocatiere and is buried
there.

Gregolire remarried on Aug 24, 1716 to Madeleine Dube, widow of
Charles Boucherd aend Jeen Miville.

Gregeoire's son, francois, married fFelicite Pinel on 11 November,
1720 in la Pocetiere. Among thélr children waes & boy named Andre.

Andre's great-great grandson, Alphonse Cuillette was born on 1
March, 1886 in L'Islet, Quebec. The next day he was beplizred Joseph
Alphonse Eugene Ouillette.

Alphonse's father, Dominique Ouellette, was a sharecropper, and
the family seems to have moved & lot. The next record we have of
Alphonse was his First Communion, in Cap St Ignace on 28 April 1897.

When Alphonse was 9 yesrs old, his father died . Fourty two veer
old Oominique Quellette was survived by his wife, Adele Thibeav. and
four children : Angeline age 15, Joseph age 13, Alphonse, and Emil
age 1 vr. Alphonse’s mother had about 18 children in all , but only
these four survived to adulthood.

The oldest boy. Joseph , would be the first of the family to move
Lo the United States .

Alphonse left home at the age of 22, and worked as a wagon driver
in £lliot, Masine. and Iin lumber camps in Ontario end Michigan . where
he learned to speak English. Quring this time , he fell froem a wagon.
His lower left leg waes broken when one of the wheels ran over his leg.
At sbout the ace of 17, his left ankle was cut with an axe in a
lumber cemp. The back of his heel was cut off and the ankle joint
severely demaged. As the story goes , his foot was bleeding very
badly, and his co-workers stuck his leg in & barrel of flour to stop
the bleeding.

Alphonse spent several months in the hospital in Hull, Quebec
recovering from his injury . Ouvt of boredom, he tsught himself to resd
again, which he hedn't done since he was In school. (He probably had
formal education only to the fourth or fifth orade)

He recovered, but the ankle was permanently dameged. For the rest

of his life his feot gave hAim trouble. As he got older he walked with
@ limp, then with a cane.

At the turn of the century, Alphonse visited his brother , Joseph,
whoe waes living in the USA. Alphonse steved ebouvlt 3 years, working Jin
the Quinebsug Nill in Brecklyn., Ceonn. and then returned to Canads.
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0n a visit to Cap St Ignace, Alphonse met Alice Bernier s Widow of
Amadee Fregeau . Alphonse and Alice had gone to school together . 0On

11 November, 1918 they were married In the beautiful Catholic Church
in Cap St Ignace. (S)

The family spent the next couple of years living in -Cap St Ignace
Alphonse worked both in the local Mill and for the railroad. Sometimes
his job with the railroad would taske him away from home inte Northern
Canads . Alice had three more children : Roserio, lLorena (who died

in childhoaod), and ancther daughter, also named Lorena.

)

The ecomony of Quebec was not good at the time. British ecoenomic
policies Inhibited industrial development, and the Catholic church
discouvraged economic initiave. Small family farms were inefficient by

today's standards, and the best markets, in the v.s., were out of
reach due to high terrifs .

In ARugust of 1927, the Ouillette family packed up and moved to the
United States. They thus became part of the messive Immigration of

french Canadians who sought work in the various Industries of New
England. (&)

(5) More than anything, the institution that tied together the
Cansdian French society was the Cestholic Church. The first Catholic
Church In Cap St Ignace was built in 1683 on the banks of the St
lewrence River.

Oue to erosion by the river a new church was built around 1720.
Throvghout the years, seversl more churches were built, with the
present church being built in 1891 - 1892. AL that time, the
rerishioners followed the custom of buving their sests in church.
(Alice's father paid 50 cents a year for the femily pew.)

The church was a civic ¢s well @s a religious fnstitution in the
town. The pastor of the church had at least as much power as the
mayvor, and socmetimes more.

Marrioage records show that Alphonse's father, grandfather and
greet-grandfather were married in Cep St Ignace.

Alice’'s direct ancestors were married in Caep St Ignace for five
previous generations. (As far back as 1766)

(6) This move of the Ouillettes was during the last part of the
Jimmigration of Csnadian French into New England which started in the
late nineteenth century. At thet time fectories were beling built all
over New Englaend, teking edvantasge of free waterpower from the many
rivers. However, with the Civil War In the 1860°'s and the westward
migration, there soon became a shortaoge of lebor te run these mills.

The Cenedian French Iimmigration was part of the solution to that labor
shoertage.

108.



GENERATION CHART

HUSBAND

WIFE

Franceis Howallet

Eliscbeth Baerre

Frence
—————————— Rene Houallet Anne Rivelt
Canada (1635 2 -~ 1722) (16492 - 1675)
Gergolre COylet Anne-Josephte Lisot
(1672 - 1718) {1675 - )
Francols Ouellst Felicite Pinel
(1698 - J (1708 - )
Andre Cuellet Marie-Louise Gagnon
Prisque Quellet Claire Dicn
(1758 - ) (1775 - )
Franceors Quellet lovsrle Eernrer
Dominigque Quellet Adel Thibeau
(1854~ 2938)
Canade .
T Alphonse Quillette
USA (1886 ~ 1963)
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11
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Nov 1720

Feb 1758

Feh 1806

Jen 1849

July 1876

Nov 1918



IN THE U.S.

0n 26 August 1923, a pleasant Sunday afterncon, the Ouillette
family consisting of Alphonse, Alice and their three children Rita,
Rosario and Lorena stepped off the train in Danielson Connecticut UsA.
They were met by Alphonse’s brother Joseph who tock them , by horse
and buggy, to his house on Over Street to stay until they found a
place of their own.

Within 3 deys, Alphonse had both a Job and an epartment and had
elso bought seme second hend furniture. The family moved to an
apartment on Mechenic Street.

Later, they moved to 7 Tiffany Street, and still later to Quebec
Squere in Brooklyn.(7) 0n Tiffany street the rent wss .67 cents per
week. In Quebec Square It was $£1.07 per week. (Tske home pay for )
Alphonse was sbout $16.00 rer week for a §5 hour 5 1/2 day workweek )

Alphonse worked in the Quinebaug Textile mill , on the banks of
the Quinebaug river. Ouring the winter the Cenzl bringing the water to
the mill would sometimes freeze. and the night watchman would go hcouse
to house , orgenizing s perty of men to break through the ice so the
mill could start in the merning.

In Connecticut , Alice had three more children : Yolands.

Armand,
(both born on Tiffany street )eond Robert (Born in Quebec Squere).

Yolanda died of diptheria when she waes 16 mernths old. When she died,
the department of health came into the house and wrapped her bodyv in &
sheet and immedrstely tock it cut for burial. The femily then hed to
leave the house for three days while the houvce was disinfected.

In 1841 Alphonse'’'s brother Joseph died.

AL thet time the dececsed body was laid out In the home Ffor & 3
dey wake . The weke continued nonstop for thsat time. Food waes brought
by friends and neighbors., and sometimes the booze flowed freely. By
the third dey, some of these wakes golt prelty rowdy . The body wes
Jeid cn a table in @ room which was draped in Alack. After the
funeral, the family wore black for a vear.

Armand remembers riding his bicyvcle to his uncle Joe's wake,
seeing Joe's wife (Aunt Eveline) and his mistress sitting side by
side, mourning their loss. :

The Ouillette children all attended St James Parochial grammer
schoel in Oanfelsen . The curriculum fncluded one hour of French each
dev. The student bodv was 3 mixture of Cansdien French, Irish, Polish
and others. Tuition was 10 cents per child per week. (25 cents for 3
children) At thet time St James school had an enrcllment of about 600
students. The public grammar school in Danifelson had an enrollment of
about 100 students. The Quillette children wowld walk home for lunch
eech dey, and then return to school for the efterncon.

The town of Danielson had a predominently Catholic peopulation end
many religicus bssed sttitudes end bisses existed. For exsmple , the
nuns In the grammar schoel would tell the children "Be nice Lo the
Protestants, but don't bother with them”. If & Catholic married a
Protestont, the ceremony took place in the reclory, not in the church.

As o rule the Catholics were Oemocrsts., end the Protestants were
Republicans.

and

(7) A housing complex built in the 1860°'s by the Qunebsuvg Textile Mill
for their employees.
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There was also significant polarity between the French and the
Irish. (8) St James parish was eriginally an Irish parish, and the
Influx of the Canadian French was viewed with distaste by many of the
Irish pepulation. In time , the church did accommodate the growing
French speaking population by sending the French LaSalette Fathers to
take over the parish . By the time the Ouillettes emigrated to the

U.S.. they were able to attend Mass and hear the sermen in French.
(the Mass itself, of course, was said in Latin)

One time a visitor came into the Ouillette household and selid " I
gol to church lete, so I had to sit on the Irish side ! 7

There is a story that when the present church building wss
dedicated earound 1900, the Irish population arrived to the dedicetion

ceremony early then locked the doors so the French couldn't enter.

In Quebec Square the family ren a small grocery and candy store
from their home, and another one on South Main Street . Such
enterprises were common, and in nearby homes could be found & barber
shop and & watchmeker. Every night, the Ouillette family would kneel
together end say the rosery. If a customer would come inte the house

at that time, they would kneel and join the family prayvers before
buying anything.

As was the custom in Canada, on New Years Oay. the femilv knelt
and recieved the New Years blessing from Alphonse.

Alphonse also brewed beer and made soda at home. Gne time Alice
end all the children except Rosario went to vist relstives in Cansdea.
Alphonse on one afternoon could not locate Resario. He finally located

fiis teencge son in the cellar., next to the home brew on the floor
passed out drunk.

The family ate well ; Alice had worked as o cock for various
rFeaple In Canede and the family maintsined a large vegetable garden in
Quebec Square . Saturdey night supper was alwsvs ham and beans. The
family vsvally drank milk with the meal, althouvgh Alice wes & tea
drinker and Alphonse loved his coffee (with 4-5 teaespoons of svgar)

8) The friction between the French and Irish In New England in the
lete 19 th and early 20 th century was something thet Is oifficult to
picture todey especially considering they both worshipped in the same
church. In fact, this was part of the problem .

In the late 19 century the French Cenadians of St Jemes parish
wrote petitions te the church and boycotted msss. demanding a Frerch
Priest of their own naetionality be installed in Oanielscon. (Danielson
parish woes 87 percent French Canadien by this time) Finally. in
December of 1895 a French spesking priest, Father Clovis Socquet from
Grenoble, France wss appeinted psstor of St Jemes church.

The fact that Father Soquet was & Eurcopean and not a Canadian
continved to anger the French Cenadien parishioners of Danielson.

It is easy to see why all this angered the Irish perishioners, who
hed built the Benielscn church in the first place.

In the early 20 century Mr Elphege Daignauvlt, a lesder of the
Canadian French In southern New Englaend wss excommuniceted by Rome for
his pro Cenadian French sctivities. ’

What finally settled the preblem was time, end the intergretion of
the Canaedien French into the English speaeking soclety of the United
States. Of couvrce, this took several generations.
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Lunch and dinner always started off with soup. Alice made her
meatpie (8 French Canadian specialty) with pork . The pies were thin,
heavy &nd delicious. (9)

Christmas breaskfast was always pork pie and coffee.

In about 1930 the family bought sn Aircastle radio. It hed 3
control knobs, and picked up one statien, from nearby Providence,

Rhode Island. Eventuslly Alice's brother ,Alexander bought the family
@ record plaver, and there wss music in the house.

Most summers, Alice and the children took & trip to Cenada end
stayved with Alice's parents on the family farm in Cap St Ignace. On
the ferm, family acquaintances would be renewed, and the family wouvld
help with the farm chores. When not working on the farm, the children
wouvld pleay in the hayloft, or fish in the nearby river. When Alphonse

could get the time off work, he would join the family, and eccompany
them on the trainride home.

As was commen at that time the household often included more than
Just parents and children. At times Alice’s brothers Philip . Romeco
and ARlexander lived with the family on Tiffany Street.

Alphonse's widowed mother ., Adele Thibesv, had remarried 2 man
named Qavid Bouvlenger, and they were living in Nontmagny. Canada when
the Cuillettes moved to the USA. When Levid died and Adele became &
widow for the second time. she moved in with femily in Ccnnecticut.
living sometimes with the Ouillettes, or the Clsutiers. he had

chronic lung disesse. end kept & spitcoon next to her chair . She died
cn 9 November, 1839 st the age of 87.

As the children became older, they went te weork in local
businesses and fectories. It wes the custom in some families for the
children to turn over thelr whole payvchecks to their parents every
week. Rite remembers she would give her pavcheck to her father, who
wouvld give her 50 cents & week spending monev (of which 5 cents went
Inte the collection bashet &t church).

In August of 1842,with the arrival of WW II , Rosarico enlisted in
the Army. After initial treining he was given orders teo ship out to
Greenland. The usual punctual Reocsario missed the ship, and waes
resssigned to costel Artillary in Newfoundlend , Cenede . The ship he
missed was sunk en rouvte to Greenland. Ressrio spent the rest of Fkis

service time In Newfounclend ., end was honorably discharged on
November 1. 1945.

(8) To say the Cenadian French were not cholestercl conscious is
somewhaet of a@n underststement. Rosario remembers visiting his Uncle

Alexander (Alice’'s brother) in Cenada ; Rosario wes cocking some bacon

ene morning snd hed povred the grease into & bowl on the stove. Uncle
Alexander tock the bowl of bacon greace, dipped bread in it and ste
the grease soshed bread. (AL the time of this writing Alexander
Bernier is still alive at the age of efghtyv nine veers)



Armand was 17 years old at the time,
wishes ) enlisted in the Navy.
the Pacific theater.
19496 .After the wer,
He was the only cne o
school.

Armand was not the only local veteran to return to high school.
Killingly High had & special home room for the veterans. They were

ewarded special privilages such being allowed to go to the boiler room
to smoke.

and (against his parent'’s
He spent most of his service time in

He was in the service from 12 July 1944 to 4 June
he returned to Danielsen and returned o School
f the Quillette children to graduate from high

Robert enlisted in the Naqy:jn 1949 and saw combat in the Korean
Conflict. He retired from the Navy in 1871 .
In HMarch of 1947, the family moved to Christian Mill Read in

Broocklvn , Conn. By this time only Armand and Robert were left &t
home.

Rita had married Amos lucier on 17 April 1937
Danielson.

Lorena married Helmer Nordberg, a Finnish Immigrant
They had moved to Colorade .

Rosario had married Amos's sister. Yvonne on & July, 1947
lived in Moosup. Connecticut.

» and was living in
» In 2944 .

. They

The house on Christian Hill Road was purchased by Armand end his
perents . Alphonse and Allce gave $1800 and Armand , whe hed just
been discharged from the Navy ,gave $200 to make the down pavment of
2000 (which was one third of the price of the house including one
acre of land). Because Armand was under 21 8t the time, the deed was
Issved In Rosario’'s neme. In 1851 the deed wvaes transferred to Armaend.

The property included & house. and a separale gerage. When Armaend
married Margaret Bachand on 7 Mey, 1949, the newlyweds moved inte the
gerage which had been converted into an apertment.

In 1954 Alphonse end Alice switched houses with Armand and
Margaret. By now Armand and Margaret hed two children and needed more
ream , and Rlphonse and Alice didn't need the lerge house.

0n 20 June. 1859 Robert {who was still in the Nevy) became the

last of the Ouillete children to be married. He married Jesnine Vessin.
the desughter of Russian Immigrants.

The small house on Christian Hill Road became the socsfael focal
point for the Ovillette Family. Visitors, both family and friends,

ceme lo see Alphonse and Alice and the pol of soup on the stove weas
never cold.

Alphonse had had a large vegetable garden in Quebec Square, but
now slso had space to keep chickens and pigs. He grew potatoes and
corn In the garden. The corn he would dry and feed to the chichkens.
Pigs were fed table scraps . Occasionelly he would get toble scraps
from Eatmore Restourant in Oanielson. The scraps he would cock on a
wood stove Jn the cellaer. and feed them to the plgs.

Sometimes one of his sons would drive him to Danielson where he
would stop et Fuddyv's Tsevern and have a beer with some of his old
friends.

Every night, es they had for vears, Alphonse and Alice said the
resery together.
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Alphonse Ouillette died of @ heart disease on 14 November 1965 .

Alice outlived her hushand by 23 months . After his death she )
continued to live in the small house on Christian Hill Road , next to
Armand and his family.

In July of 1965, Alice was on & trip te Cenada with Rosario and
Yvonne where she fell and broke her right hip end wrist. Her heslth
deteriorated rapidly after that. She died on 10 Oct 19685 and on 14 Oct
1965 , she was buried next to Alphonse in Wauregsn, Connecticut.
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THE GRANDCHILDREN

Grandparents are special people, in the eyes of their
grandchildren. These young people see their grandparents with a loving

eve no one else can. Here are some memories of Alphonse and Alice as
seen by their grandchildren:

"I remember my grandmother as a person who was always happy and
Jovial. I can still see her washing clothes in an old fashion ringer
type washer and reading paper back novels written in French”

"I remember my grandfather as being somewhst stern but olso bheing
very soft hearted and even weepy at times. I can still remember when .

he walked with a cene. The saddest moments were seeing him and leaving
him in hospitals towards the end.”

Paul Quillette

7ewess.Memere was very guiet and little. She taught me how to mehe
button holes and sew on buttons. That was a prelty neal experience for
e little girl. ”

"The memory of Pepere was not very unusval but something T
remember to this dey wes when he would c3ll me in to sit down ot the
dinner table., just me and Pepere to have a@ bowl of beans! Yeu know, I
still just love eating beans. I do remember Fepere being in the
hospital and my mother and I along with other relatives driving a
greatl distance to visit him. My mother menticned the nurces were co
kind to give him his daily ration of whiskey™

Susan (Nordberg) Witkowski

... When I think of Nemere and Pepere, I see Memere a3s o very
gentle and caring person. She always had a pot of soup boiling on the
stove, the house smelling of her cocking and behing. Pepere, not
Teeling well but he loved to watch The Llawrence Welk Show on Seturday
evening. That always seemed to bring cutl the softer side of him. "™

Delores (lucier) Senecsl

" I use to spend a lot of time with Kemere and Pepere .Theyv were
geodheerted people whom I loved very much. Although they had little
money, they would often give me some chenge so I could walk down to
the store and get myself an ice cream. When Mr Bousquel caeme (the msin
selling breed and pastry) they would always buy me something.”

"I would help Pepere with the animaels and in the garden. He
covldn't bend down too eesily I would help him do things like plant
the potatoes. ™

"Qne time I was feeding the chickens and the rooster came efter
me. I wasn't hurt, end they all had a good lsugh over thet."

Oonald Llucier
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"Wemere always lived in the "little house” next door to us. I saw
her every day and remember being allowed to visit her every evening
after my homework was finished. Memere and I played card games or just
telked. As I remember, my grandmother spoke little £nglish and I spoke
little French, but I can't remember ever having a communication
prcblem. One of the strongest memories I have of my grandmother was of
her preparing for and talking aboul a trip to Canada she was going to
Leke to visit her brother. I remember painting her fingernsils with
nall polish a day or two before she left. She had never used narfl
polish before. As It turned ovt, Memere fell while in Canads and
fractured her hip and she never returned to her "little house”.”

"I can remember Memere always had & pot of souvp on the stove - she
made soup every day and it was ever so much better that anyone elses.
Memere alse made "crepes”™ - the deep fried pasncehkes that we eprinkled
brown sugar on and rolled. It was & treat Lo eat at Memere’'s. ™

"I don't remember my grandfsther very well. MNastly I remembter that
Pepere only had one leg and was sick in bed @ lot. I can recall him
heving & very loud voice, and whenever he had compeny, they sll spcke
In French and laughed & lot. I céen remember my grandmother being very
attentive to him."”

"I do remember Pepere was especially fTond of my younger brother
Jehn - 3 1752 vears my junior. Pepere use to call him rdehnny™ and
levghed a lot when "Johnny” was arcund.”

"I remember at Pepere’s funeral ma

§s the school choir which I was
@ member of sang.”

lofis (Ousillette) Platt

"Penny remembers the large white house with the cottage next to
it. She also remembers the forest in back where they use to pick
berries. She also remembers the huge garden. Her femily enjoys the
pork pies Kemere OQuillette use to make every vear &t Christmas ™

Penny (Nordberg) Black.
As told by her daughter, Kasey

"Scmetimes, before we left for school mom would tell losis end I,
"Todsy vou will have lunch at Memere'’s”™ We hnew that lunch that day
would be soup and Crepes. When we came home for lunch, we would go to
Memere's houvse and have a bowl of chicken soup then have Crepes. When

you ate a crepe, you put maple sugar on it then rolled it wp and then
cut it. Boy, it was good I™

"The earliest memory I heve of Pepere is when he and I toock a walk
vp the rosd. I remember a drainsge culvert on the side of the road,
énd Pepere explained to me whet It was for. I remember him peinting to
the drainage pipe with his cene. ltater, when he was bedridden, and

after he died, his cane hung vnused in our cellar stalrwaey for many
veers ......"

larry Quillette
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The bulk of my information came from talking to my relatives
Uncle Rosario with his phenomenal memory for detail gave me more

information than any one other person. I hope this manuscript meets
his approval.

My father, Armasnd and my Aunt Rita gave me many valuable insights

as teo what my grandparents were like » and what life was like in the
Cuillette household.

In 1873 Uncle Rosario had his geneology researched, and I have a
copy of that report from "L 'Association Des Familles COuvellet-te Ou
Quetec Incorporee ." He slso lent me a Copy of @ book entitled "Ethnic
Families in America.” The chapter called " The Franco American Werking
Class Femily”™ by Laurence French was Iinteresting reading. It gave me a
good averview of the culture that tied the Canadian Immigrants
together . Uncle Rosario also had a copy of "Origne Oes Familles
Bernier Au Cenada”™ , published by L'Association Des Familles Sernier”.

This book gave me a good overview view to the life and times of
Jacques Bernrier .

My parents, and wncle Rosario had many pepers such as copies of
Eirth and death certificates which I poured over, and often trenslated
from French to English . (with some help)

Anather perscn who helped me was Sister Albert Celine Quellette
frem Putnam . Conn. I met her by cheance In 1986 and ,as it turned ovt,
ske shsred my interest in ker femily ancestors. She gsve me
information sbout our common ancestors. Unfortunately, she died while

this document wes being written. I like to think she wouvld have found
It interesting.

I wrote to all my cousins asking them for help both for the
descendants chert and personsl memories of eur grandparents. Reeding
their memories of Memere and Pepere was cone of the things that made
this project so enjoyvsble for me .
Three of my co-workers ot Oay Kimbell Hospital, Nicole Guyette,

Rita Perry and Sister Janine 8lsncherd helped me translate French
documents.

8r Denis Baillsgeron who shares my interest in French Canadian
history gave me some litercture on the subject. He also critiqued this
werk for me, and gave me some valuable svggestions.

The pestor of St Joseph Church in North Grosvencordale, Fr.
Gregoire Fluet, geve me information about Canadian Society, and the
role of the Church therein. Father Greg shared with me His Msster's

thesis which he wrote in 1985. In it, he spoke about St Jemes Church
end the French-Irish polarity.

Nr Alex Cafsse. & resident of Putmen. Connecticut who shares my
intrest in geneology, allowed me to reference his copy of
"Dictionnaire Genealogigue De Familles Ou Quebec ." This book lists
ell the femilies in Quebec from the first settlers to about

the veor
1735. (A very vaeluable rescurce.)
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As this paper progressed, I found that there Is quite a bit of
Information written about the French Canadian immigration into this

country. One interesting book I read was "The French Canadian Heritage
In New England” by Gerard Brault.

OQuring my trip to Cap St Ignace Canada ,in July of 1982, the
secretery of the Catholic Church in the town loocked up church records
for me . :

In May of 1993, my father, uncle Rosaric and myself went back to
Cep St Ignasce to visit Jesn Marie and his wife Pauline. Pauline
Bernier s a retired schoolteacher (Her maiden name was also Bernier)
end she leant me two bocks. One wess "The History OFf Cap St Ignace”,

and the other was "Three Centuries OF Berniers In Canada®. She alsao

lent me copies of land deeds showing lend transactions in the Bernier
femily as far back as 1899.

After the first printing of this work, I continved my research and
Joilned the American French Genealogical Scciety of Rhode Island. The
people there were very helpful to me. Among the books in their libary
in Woonsocket, Rhode Island wss a book called " Jacques Bernier, 05t
Jean De Paris”™ by Cyril Bernier. I was lucky to find an Englsh
Cransletion of this bock from which I leerned & lot sbout my sncestor.

In 1874, & man from Putnem Conn. nemed Lavid Margolick atlending
the University af Hichigen wrote & therces bhe called "Palterns OF
Chenge In The New England Textile Towns™ . I found a copy of this work
In our locel libary . The section sbout the Csnnadizn French Migration

was a good explanation of the economic reesons for the migration of so
mény Cenedians to the U.S.
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THE LAST PAGE

Te this day I'm not exactly sure what motivated me to write this
peper. Maybe I just feel a loss at not knowing my grandparents as well
és I wowld have liked. Neybe there Is a sense of perscnal history ’
thet, unless recorded, will pe lost forever.

Any descendsnt of the Ousllette family hes my permissicn to
duplicete this peper for rerseonal vse. Plesse do not duplicate for
commerclral use foublication) without my permission. Feel free to

contect me with any errors or emissions., or fust te voice vour opinfon
of this work.

larry Ouillette
"73 Mountian Hill Rd.
North Grosvenordale,
Connectricut, USA
062855

Avgust, 1992

Revised : August, 1993
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(i - .
Four-Generation Descendents Chart for Alice BERNIER

From the Genealogy ON DISPLAY Computerized Data Base

Prepared on (date): 08-14-1993 at (time): 07:44:19

Descendent Person Narriage
Spouse Number Date 8irth Date

Allce BERNIER 2 29 Jan 1887
Amedee FREGEAU 980 14 Oct 1815
] Rita FREGEAU 3 07 Dec 1914
/] AImas LUCIER 8 17 Apr 1837 31 Jul 1912
/ + .
!l | Joseph/Donald LUCIER 19 15 Jul 1938
| | Jean PARADISE 29 04 Jul 1963 22 May 1942
l [~
/] /| | Donna LUCIER 51 01 May 1964
/] | | 6regory GRAUER 53 12 Nov 1988 11 Jul 1964
11 1]+
] /] | Marc LUCIER 52 07 Sep 1970
/1 +
!/ | Dolores LUCIER 18 03 Mar 1840
] | Ralph SHIPPEE 28 08 Oct 1959 03 Nar 1938
/] +
] | ] Doreen SHIPPEE 57 26 Mar 1961
] 1] ] Carl DAWLEY 60 02 Jun 18984 28 Sep 1960
[ 1]+
!/ | | Robin SHIPPEE 58 27 Nov 1962
5 ; 5 George III GRAUER 61 05 Oct 1985 11 Feb 1962
! | | Debra SHIPPEE 59 04 Apr 1969
!/ | | Evertt HADLEY 89 27 Dec 1991
A
l ]+
; ; Conrad(Pete) SENECAL 65 29 Meay 1982 04 Fe8 1945
l ] ~+
/! | Joseph/Raymond LUCIER 20 02 Mar 1941
’ ; Jacqueline LACROIX 30 05 Feb 1966 23 Jan 1945
! | | Lise LUCIER 55 13 Apr 1967
! |/ | Pavid LUCIER 56 23 Aug 1968
! 1+
! +

Alphonse QUILLETTE 1 11 Nov 1918 01 Maer 1886
|/ Rosario OUILLETTE s . 15 Sep 1919
! VYvonne LUCIER s 05 Jul 1947 17 Dec 1818
] =+
! | Paul OUILLETTE 12 15 Aug 1948
! | Kathleen FORHAN 34 14 Feb 1973 05 May 1951
/] +
l] | ] tisa OUILLETTE 42 D29 0ct 2975
/! | | Christen OUILLETTE 43 08 Jan 1981
[ 1 +--- '
/ + - -
/ Lorena OUILLETTE '3 27 Moy 1822
!/ Helmer NORDBERG 11 1944 27 Nov 1918
/
/

-+
l Cerl NORDBERG
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| _Susan NUKUBEKD -

<0

ot 4 49 MUYy 409
| " Thomas WITKOWSKI 44 14 Sep 1967 25 May 1948
.. ] Jon.WITKOWSKI a5 18 Apr 1969
1 | Mark WITKOWSKI a6 26 Jul 1971
l +
/| Penny NOROBERG 27 _ 24 Jun 1951
] ©Oanny BLACK 68 04 Jul 1970 02 Aug 1951
] +
! | Kasey BLACK 69 26 Nov 1871
] | Kelly BLACK 70 20 May 1975
] | Karlie BLACK 71 25 May. 1976
] | Daniel BLACK 72 03 May 1978
] +
Armand OQUILLETTE 4 14 Jul 1926
Margaret BACHAND 10 07 May 1948 19 Hay 1929
] Lawrence OQUILLETTE 13 10 Dec 1951
| Anne WHITE 51 18 Sep 1976 18 Aug 1953
/] +
/] | Nancy OUILLETTE . 35 16 Aug 1878
| | Abram OUILLETTE 36 14 Jul 1981
] +
] lois QUILLETTE 14 10 Aug 1853
| David PLATT 32 24 Aug 1874 20 Apr 1953
/ +
/] | Jeanifer PLATT 38 13 May 1875
! | Nathan PLATT 37 13 May 1975
] | Rebecca PLATT 39 06 Apr 1977
] | Hope PLATT 42 25 Feb 1980
] | Seth PLATT {0 25 Feb 1980
l
] John OQUILLETTE 15 27 Jan 1857
| Francis QUILLETTE 16 20 Jun 1961
] Joy OUILLETTE 17 03 Nov 1964
| Edwin Charles (Chuck) AGGER 33 16 Jul 1988 06 Nov 1964
] +
] +
Robert OUILLETTE 7 25 May 18928
Jenine VASSIN . 21 20 Jun 1959 30 Sep 1928
] Jenine OUILLETTE 23 01 Feb 1862
] Kenneth SHAPIRO 67 1984
]l +
l +
] Nadine OUILLETTE 24 xx Nov 1964
Doris ERICKSON 22 ‘03 Dec 1887 18 Mar 1951
| Amands FISHER 66 29 Mar 1975 °
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THE ROY-DESJARDINS, A REMARKABLE FAMILY LINE, BUT SPRUNG FROM A
PECULIAR ANCESTOR

by Paul Genest

Of the 46 chromosomes which man possesses in each of his cells,
it is the Y chromosome that one can trace most easily through the
ascendance of a male individual. For one thing, this chromosome
possesses morphological characteristics which distinguish it from the
other chromosomes and, for another, its transmission is directly from
father to son.

In the course of centuries, or possibly millennia, the Y
chromosome of certain individuals has undergone structural
transformations that are minor but detectable by a microscopic
examination of the cells which carry such a Y [characteristic]. It is
possible, in this case, through a genealogical study, and Quebec is a
country well-suited for a search of this nature, to trace the origin
of a similar chromosomal variation.

For fifteen years, we have been interested in variations of the Y
chromosome among the Quebecois. The most interesting variation, and
also the rarest one we have observed, is a Y chromosome which has at
one if its ends, globular appendices called "satellites"”. We
originally discovered them among a few individuals descended from an
ancestor of the 19th century by whom the Y had been fradulently
transmitted by an obliging godfather and an accommodating mother. We
have subsequently found a Y identical to that illicit Y among a
certain number of the male descendants of Antoine Roy, soldier of the
Carignan regiment and ancestor of the Roy-Desjardins. It is said,
then, that the obliging godfather of the ancestor of the other line
(whose surname we conceal for obvious reasons) was a Roy-Desjardins
ignorant of the importance of a biological marker in paternity
research.

The satellited Y is so peculiar that it constitutes, for those
who carry it, an undeniable and unalterable proof of their [belonging]
to the 1ine of Roy-Desjardins. We leave out the five other cases
observed in the United States, in France, in Switzerland, in Israel
and in Japan, but these are isolated cases, without evidence of
transmission or hereditary origin.

The satellited Y of the Roy-Desjardins is an example of
variations of which one recognizes the nature but not the origin. If
it is possible for us to retrace its presence back to the common
ancestor of the family line, it would seem interesting to search for
it in France ([all of] which we did, several years earlier, for
another Y variant), among Roys who might have the same ancestral
origin as Antoine Roy. Unfortunately, an examination of the
chromosomes of about twenty Roys who live in Bourgogne, the region of
the ancestor of the Quebec Roys, was disappointing, because not one
Frenchman who was examined carried the satellited Y. To the contrary,
a study of the state departmental and communal archives, particularly
those of Joigny where Antoine Roy was born and [raised? 'vecut'],
supplies us with interesting information and original material that
permits [us] to shed a 1ittle light on the curious personality of
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Antione Roy. We know already that he was born the 23rd of March 1635,
to Olivier Roy and Catherine Baudart, and Doctor J.N. Biraben, of the
Institute of Demographic Studies of Paris, has noted the names and
dates of birth of six other children inscribed in the registers of the
parish of St-Jean at Joigny. These archives have revealed that the
parents of Antoine had ten children, thus:

1. Catherine, born 11 July 1627 and died young
2 Marie, 13 Feb 1629

3. Charlotte, 7 Aug 1630
4

Edmee, 19 Mar1632

5. Genevieve (not Benedicte, as Dr. Biraben thought), 8 Aug 1633
6. Anthoine, 23 Mar 1635

T. Elye, 13 Jul 1636

8. Suzanne, July 1638

9. Jehan, 30 Aug 1640

10. Catherine, 19 Sept 1643

Thus, Antoine Roy had two brothers, probably carriers of the
satellited Y, like Antoine, if the latter possessed it. However, Elye
and Jehan died on the 25th of August and the 16th of September 1661
respectively, probably during the course of one of the cyclical
epidemics of that period. It seems probable that they had no
descendants. Olivier Roy died the 6th of December of the same year.
We have not been able to trace the ancestry nor the siblings of
Olivier Roy, nor the date of his marriage, because the registers of
St-Jean de Joigny, before 1627, are lost.

But the archives of Jiogny yielded an unexpected surprise when we’
discovered that Antoine Roy had had, by Catherine Gyot, two sons, onhe,
Jacques, born the 5th of November 1658 and the other, Edme, the 3rd of
March 1660. Despite the fact that we were not able to find the
marriage record of Antoine Roy and Catherine Gyot (the parish marriage
registers, preserved in the community library of Joigny, do not
contain the records from 1650-1662), it is certainly the ancestor of
the Roy-Desjardins, because the given name Antoine appears only three
times, in the registers of the acts of baptism which we consulted
between 1627 and 1681, in 1635 as the son of Olivier, in 1658 and 1660
as the father of the two boys. The father of the two children was a
cooper, like Olivier Roy and his son Antoine. |If Antoine Roy had a
wife and children, why did he leave Joigny fro Quebec? Perhaps a
plague had decimated his family? We are not able to verify this
hypothesis, becuase the records of burials of Joigny are missing
between 1662 and 1681, but we doubt that possibility. The condition
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of widower was emphasized at the time of the marriage of Antoine and
Marie Major, at the church of Notre-Dame de Quebec, the 11th of
September 1668. We think rather that the personality of Antoine Roy-
Desjardins fitted in with abandoning one family in Joigny, a second in
Batiscan, his adventurous life in Quebec and the unhappy ending which
he met, the 10th July 1684, his landlord outraged at being cucolded.

Although we have not been able to determine if a French collateral
branch of the Quebec 1ine of Roy-Desjardins exists, it is probable
that, among the numbers of Roys who lived at Joigny in the 17th
century, a few had been connected to Olivier Roy, particularly the
godfathers of his sons Elye and Jehan, who were Elye Roy and Jehan
Roy, respectively. In addition, we are able to infer that, among the
French Roys among whom we searched for the satellited Y, those from
Cesy, from Villiers Saint-Benoit or Bernouil, where the ancestors
lived in the area of Joigny during the 17th century, were the
descendants of the sons of Antoine Roy and Catherine Gyot. The
failure of our chromosome research permits us to think that none of
the original Roys of Joigny possessed a similar Y.

We postulate therefore that the Y of the Roy-Desjardins resuited
from a chromosome mutation which occurred during the conception of
Pierre, the only son of Antoine Roy and Marie Major. The satellited Y
therefore will be peculiar to Quebecois and to the Roy-Desjardins,
biologically a very remarkable family, with a characteristic
remarkable in scientific annals (see figure 1), although descendants
of a singular and distinctive ancestor.
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AMERICAN LEGION NAMED AFTER CYR SOLDIER
(A Cyr Family Legacy)

By Cecile Pozzuto: Courtesy of the St. John Valley Times

Article appeared April 1, 1081: Later this summer, a large
number of Cyrs will assemble and look back to the original
site where their forefathers started a new life in America;
St. David-Madawaska.

It seems appropriate to remember one prominent Cyr,

Thomas O. Cyr, to whose memory of Madawaska American Legion
Post No.147 is named and who gave his life fighting for
his country during World War I.

He was born in St. David, Maine on Dec.5, 1892. The
son of Onesime Cyr and Delphine Daigle; he was the second
oldest in a family of nine, consisting of six boys and three
girls. He attended the local rural school and Madawaska Train-
ing School in Fort Kent.

He came from a hard working, law abiding, fun loving
Acadian family whose line goes back to Francois Cyr, one of
the nine sons of Jean Baptiste Cyr.

While growing up he enjoyed many neighborhood gatherings,
especially in the wintertime. His outgoing personality made
him popular with people of all ages. The Cyr home was frequently
the scene of a Sunday night get-together. As many as twenty or
more "jeunes gens" gathered at the old homestead for an evening
of music and dancing. Three of the Cyr brothers, Ernest, Alfie,
and Albert, played the fiddle while their youngest sister, Anna,
accompanied them on the piano.

Typical Acadians, the Cyrs were gregarious, pleasure lov-
ing folks and very hospitable. Mr. and Mrs. Cyr joined in the
fun and enjoyed themselves along with the young crowd.

Rural life provided very little work opportunity other
than farming. Although was close to the land and loved to work
on the farm, he had to work elsewhere to earn money.

Living at a time when lumber was a big business in north-
ern Maine, young men of the Valley spent winters working in
the woods. In the spring they worked on the drive, floating
logs down the river. This was hazardous work but the young
Acadian men proved adept at it. Furthermore, it was the only
source of income available. Life was hard and these young men
earned money to support themselves and help their hard-pressed
families.

Tom and his older brother, Vetal, were very close. They were
constant companions. In fact, they were both at a lumber camp
in the Ashland area when they received a notice to come home to
register for the draft. The train ride home came close to ending
in tragedy. A head-on train collision in Patten caused the Cyr
brothers to narrowly escape with their lives. Only a warning
cry from Vetal, sitting in the back saved Thomas' life. Seconds
after he ducked, a plank went through the car where he had been
sitting.

Although the brothers did not leave for the service together,
they were to meet later on the battle field in France.

Thomas 0. Cyr was inducted into the United States Army on
May 27, 1918. After training, he was assigned to the 39th
Infantry and later transferred to a machine gun battalion.
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AMERICAN LEGION NAMED AFTER CYR SOLDIER
' continued...

On August 9, 1918, Thomas wrote home: "I am in perfect
health for the time being and I hope my letter finds you the
same. We can't complain here. We get good food, are well treated,
also all good boys in the Company. Everything is going very well
and I hope God will have mercy on us so we can once more return
home. Long live France and long live America too."

On August 10, 1918, he wrote to his brother Ernest: "I
wish to be with you next spring-and work on the old farm again
together and have some fun with the o0ld Oldsmobile. Vetal is
gone away somewhere, I haven't seen him for four weeks. The
English find me handy around here. I am kind of an interpreter.
How are the girls up home now? Are they lonesome for me? You
tell them that I will be back some time next summer."

On October 1, six days before he died, Thomas wrote to
his sister, Clara: "I am always pleased whenever I receive news
from home, but it makes me homesick for a few days. Tell Maman
that I go to mass every Sunday and I pray for luck and I imagine
you do the same. I received holy communion last Sunday. We are
real close to church and we go often. I wish I were with you
all at this time. Maybe we will all be together again someday
if the Good Lord protects us.

On October 4, 1918, Vetal wrote to his mother: "Well,

Tom is here with me in the 39th. I was surprised when I met
him the other morning before breakfast. I was walking to warm
myself in a path through the woods. I met him, believe me I
almost fell on my....I was so glad. We were here for three or
four days now in reserve and I went to see him everyday. He is
about one acre from where my dugout is."

Vetal went back to visit Thomas on the morning that he
was killed. Unaware of what had happened, he was informed by
the commander that his brother, Thomas, had died only one hour
before. Thomas had been in France three months to the day when
he was instantly killed by a high explosive shell. It happened
in the Bois de Sepsarges north of Verdun, France, on the morn-
ing of October 7, 1918.

Vetal was given permission to see Thomas and was given
his personal possessions such as a rosary and missal given to
him by his mother before he left for the Army.

It took awhile for the family to hear of his death. On
Armistice Day, November 11, 1918, the family was in high spirits.
Thomas came home one year later.

He was laid to rest in the St. David Cemetery, October 26,
1919.

Talking with his sisters and reading the letters he sent
home, this writer has become very fond of Thomas 0. Cyr. He was a
man of integrity and possessed a profound religious faith.

In St. David he was known by all as "Tomie a Lezime".
Thomas O. Cyr's three sisters are still living. The youngest,
Anna, (Mrs. Leo Martin) lives in Madawaska. Clara, (Mrs. Henri
Cloutier) resides at Wisdom House in Madawaska, and Regina (Mrs.
Patrick Martin) lives at Villa Desjardin in Edmundston, N.B.,
Canada.

They are all beautiful people and I have enjoyed visiting
and talking with them. I am most grateful to Anna for her time,
patience and contributions.
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THE FRENCH-CANADIAN PRESENCE IN CONNECTICUT: A BIBLIOGRAPHY
compiled by Maryanne Roy LeGrow

The literature documenting the French-Canadian experience in
Connecticut is sparse. Much of what has been written on the subject is
in the form of privately printed pamphlets, organizational records,
parish histories, and unpublished theses and dissertations. These are
often difficult to locate, and sometimes disappointing when found. Much
is unscholarly, to say the least, and a good deal is blatantly biased.
As a rule, works that purport to deal with "New England” generally mean
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, with the occasional piece dealing also
with Vermont, New Hampshire or Maine. Most mention Connecticut only in
passing, some entirely omit reference to her French-Canadian poputation.
Farthest from the source of immigration, Connecticut's population has a
much smaller percentage of persons of French-Canadian descent than most
other New England states. A significant amount of what has been written
about Connecticut thus appears as part of general studies of New
England, rather than dealing specifically with Connecticut herself. It
is to be hoped that the writers of town studies and social history will
soon remedy that situation.

There seem to have been three distinct waves of interest in the
subject, the first, during the last two decades of the nineteenth
century, coming about the time when sociologists and reformers began to
be concerned as great masses of immigrants of all nationalities
overwhelmed the resources of manufacturing cities. A second surge of
interest in the 1930's and early 40's produced a more scholarly wave of
journal articles, theses and dissertations as the second and subsequent
generations began to be assimilated into the American culture. Today's
interest in ethnic studies and social history accounts for the third--
hardly overwhelming--wave of increased interest in matters Canadian-
American. Throughout runs the undercurrent of interest and subsequent
writings by clergy and religious whose concern has been with preserva-
tion of the traditions and traditional faith of the Quebecois. This
strain accounts for much of the recent scholarly work on the subject.

While the terms French and French-Canadian refer to two distinct
peoples, they are sometimes used interchangeably by modern writers. |
have attempted to screen out materials relating only to the first group,
and unless otherwise noted, the designations "French,” "Franco-American"”
and "French-Canadian” refer to people of French-Canadian descent. All
works cited deal in some way with people of French-Canadian ancestry in
Connecticut. Those included as sources of background information only
are noted as such.

BIBL IOGRAPHIES AND RESEARCH AIDS

Anctil, Pierre. A Franco-American Bibliography: New England. Concord,

N. H.: National Materials Development Center, 1979.

Comprehensive and well annotated. Includes sources for both
French and French-Canadians in the United States, though the
majority of listings concern French-Canadians in New England.

Chartier, Armand B. A Selective and Thematic Checklist of Publications
Relating to Franco-Americans. Ethnic Heritage Studies, ESEA, Title
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IX. Kingston, R. |.: Department of Languages, University of Rhode
Island, 1975.

An earlier Franco-American bibliography. Superseded by work of
Anctil and Committee for a New England Bibliography.

Committee for a New England Bibliography. Connecticut; A Bibliography of
its History. Hanover, N. H.: University Press of New England, 1986.

Excellent reference which also includes much significant
primary source material on the social, religious and historical
background to French-Canadian immigration.

Houle, Reverend Andre Laurent. A Preliminary Checklist of Franco-
American Imprints in New England, 1780-1925. wWashington, D.C.:

Catholic University of America, 1955.
French-language books and newspapers published in New England
prior to 1925.

Miller, Wayne Charles, Faye Nell Vowell, and others, editors.
A Comprehensive Bibliography for the Study of American Minorities.

2 vols. New York: New York University Press, 1976.

This two-volume work lumps French and French-Canadians together
as a single ethnic group and devotes a grand total of twenty-four
and a half pages to them. Little on New England, still less
directly bearing on Connecticut. Many typos and misspellings of
authors' names.

Miller, Wayne Charles, ed. Minorities in America: The Annual Bibliogra-
raphy. University Park, Penna.: Pennsylvania State University, 1976.
Yearly supplement to A Comprehensive Bibliography for the Study

of American Minorities.

See also the bibliography in Brault, below.

CATHOL IC DIRECTORIES

These give, among other things, parish names, locations, and dates of
founding; membership statistics; names and, in some cases, addresses of
pastors.

Hoffmann's Catholic Directory, Almanac andvclergz-List Quarterly.
Milwaukee: Hoffmann Bros., 1886.

The Official Catholic Directory. New York: P. J. Kenedy, 1886.

The Official Catholic Directory, Almanac and Clergy-List. Milwaukee:
M. H. Wiltzius Co., 1886. Replaced Sadlier.

Sadlier's Catholic Directory, Almanac and ORDO. New York: D. & J.
Sadlier Company, 1833-96.

GENERAL REFERENCE

Abrahamson, Harold J. Ethnic Pluralism in the Connecticut Central City.
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Storrs, Conn.: University of Connecticut Institute of Urban
Research, 1970.

' A survey of eleven ethnic groups in three Connecticut cities.
Compares French-Canadians to other groups on basis of factors such
as economic status, education, church affiliation.

Amaron, Calvin E. Your Heritage; or, New England Threatened. 2d ed.

Springfield, Mass.: French Protestant College, 1891.

Venomous little book which, although it does not deal directly
with Connecticut, gives an excellent picture of the fears behind
anti-French feeling at the turn of the century. Very funny reading.

American Association of Teachers of French, Connecticut Chapter, French
Guidebook Committee. French in Connecticut: a Cultural and

Historical Guide. Ed. Simone Oudot. Privately printed: 1977.

Indicates areas of French-speaking population, French culture.
More useful to teachers of French than to genealogists.

Arnell, W. "The French Population of New England."” Geography 34 (1939):

97-101.
Gives French-Canadian rural population of Windham County, also
Connecticut as a whole, in 1930 federal census.

Baribault, Arthur. Histoire et Statistiques des Canadiens-Americains du
Connecticut, 1885-1898. Worcester, Mass.: L'Opinion Publique, 1899.
Account of Franco-American conventions held in Connecticut
between 1885-1889. Gives numerical distribution, by locality, of
the French-Canadian population in 1898.

Belanger, Albert A. Guide Officiel des Franco-Americaines 1938.

Providence, R.l.: Guide Franco-Americain, Inc., 1938.
Good for population statistics, parish names and locations.

Belisle, Alexandre. Histoire de la Presse Franco-Americaine. Worcester,
Mass.: L'Opinion Publique, 1911.
French~-language publications in Connecticut were scarce, but
this lists a few.

Bouvier, Leon F. "The French-Canadians of New England."” In Hidden
Minorities, ed Joan H. Rollins, 75-100. Washington, D. C.:

University Press of America, 1981.
Good analysis of third generation assimilation, 1950's to
present.

Bowler, Rev. John J. OQur First Hundred Years: Immaculate Conception
Church, New Hartford, Connecticut. Privately printed, 1981.

Standard parish history, but a good bit of information on early
French, Irish, Polish and Czech parishioners.

Brault, Gerard J. "Etat Present des Etudes sur les Centres Franco-
Americaines de la Nouvelle-Angleterre."” Vie Francaise, Colloque de
1'Institute Francais, 1 (1980): 9-25.

Gives details of French-Canadian population size and
percentages in some Connecticut urban areas.
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Brault, Gerard J. "Le Francais in Nouvelle-Angleterre.” In Le Francais
Hors de France, ed. Albert valdman, 80. Paris: Champion, 19789.

French mother tongue population of New England, by states, ca.
1970.

Brault, Gerard J. The French-Canadian Heritage in New England. Hanover,
N. H.: University Press of New England, 1986.

Excellent general information, some parts specific to Connecti-
cut. Extensive current bibliography. Reviewed by Elliott Barkan
(Journal of American Ethnic History 9 {Fall, 1989)}: 163) who said it

.borders on the filiopietistic and hovers at the point of being a

vehicle for commemorating the author's family history.” Other than
that, he liked it.

The Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: Robert Appleton Co., 1909, s. v.

"French Catholics in the United States,” by J.L.K. Laflamme, Dav1d-
E. Lavigne and J.-Arthur Favreau.

Cesaro, Nicholas J. "Early Catholic Missionaries in Connecticut, 1638-
1829." M. A. thesis. St. Joseph's College, Hartford, Conn., 1965.
French Jesuit missionaries.

Chasse, Paul P. Education. Franco-American Ethnic Heritage Studies

Program. Worcester, Mass.: Assumption College, 1975.

Outlines development of bilingual/bicultural schools in New
England, beginning with the one opened in Putnam, Connecticut, in
1875.

Colman, Rosalie Marson. "An Historical Analysis of the French/English
Bilingual Education Programs Conducted in Connecticut by the
Daughters of the Holy Spirit.” Ph.D. dissertation, University of
Conn., 1978.

Interesting study of the aims and methods of bilingual/
bicultural French schools in Connecticut. Useful general
bibliography.

Convention Nationale des Canadiens-Americains de 1'tat du Connecticut.
Histoire et Statistiques des Canadiens-Americains du Connecticut,

1885-1898. Worcester, Mass.: L'Opinion Publique, 18989.

Ducharme, Jacques. The Shadows of the Trees: The Story of French-
Canadians _in New England. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1943.
Briefly mentions settlers in Connecticut. Good for background.

Duggan, Thomas. The Catholic Church in Connecticut. New York: United
States History Company, 1930.

French, Laurence. "The Franco American Working Class Family."” In Ethnic
Families in America: Patterns and Variations, ed. Charles H. Mindel
and Robert W. Habenstein, 323-346. New York: Elsevier, 1976.

Giguere, Madeleine. "The Franco-Americans: Occupational Profiles”, in
The Quebec and Acadian Diaspora in North America, edited by Raymond
Breton and Pierre Savard, 70-71. Toronto: Multicultural History
Society of Ontario, 1982.
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Number and percentage of persons with French mother tongue,
computed from 1970 census.

Gingras, Raymond. Quelgues Francos au Connecticut: Notes, References et
Index des Necrologies Parues dans des Journaux de 1963 a 1975.
Quebec, 1976.

Guignard, Michael J. "Geographic and Demographic Forces Facilitating
Ethnic Survival in a New England Mill Town: the Franco-Americans of
Biddeford, Maine." In The Little Canadas of New England, ed. Claire

Quintal, by the Third Annual Conference of the French Institute.
Worcester, Mass.: Assumption College, 1982.

Does not deal specifically with Connecticut, but offers
valuable insight into factors preventing Franco assimilation, .
transiency and repatriation efforts, nativist hostility, and the
effect of the immigration law of January, 1969, all of which have
bearing on French-Canadian settlement in Connecticut.

Hadden, Kenneth. The Population of Connecticut, 1970: Maturity and

Racial Composition. Bulletin 324. Storrs, Connecticut: Storrs
Agricultural Experiment Station, 1973.

Ham, Edward B. "French National Societies in New England.
Quarterly 12 (June, 1939):315-332.

Brief mention of the number in Connecticut, discussion of major
societies.

New England

Hamon, E. Les Canadiens-Francais de la Nouvelle-Angleterre. Quebec:

N. §. Hardy, 1891.
Statistics by parish on French-Canadian population. Basically
a tract in favor of the national parish idea.

Hansen, Marcus L. The Mingling of the Canadian and American Peoples.

New Haven: Yale University Press, 1940.
Barely mentions Connecticut, but good for background on the
various waves of French-Canadian immigration to United States.

Hendrickson, Dyke. Quiet Presence: Histories de Franco-Americaines in
New England. Portland, Maine: Guy Gannett Publishing Company, 1980.
English text.

Ives, Joel Stone. "Connecticut and the Stranger."” Hartford Seminary
Record. [1907]. Hartford: Privately reprinted, 1907.

Kelley, Rev. J. Ralph. Catholics in Eastern Connecticut: The Diocese of
Norwich. Norwich, Connecticut: Privately printed, 1986.

Kennedy, Monsignor John Sexton. "The Catholic Church in Connecticut: A
Bicentennial View.” Paper presented at Sacred Heart University,
Bridgeport, Connecticut, March 18, 1976.

Lavoie, Yolande. L'Emigration des Quebecois aux Etats-Unis de 1840 a
1930. Quebec: Editeur Officiel du Quebec, 1979.
: More on emigration causes and patterns.
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LeBlanc, Robert. "The Acadian Migration,"” in A Franco-American Overview,
New England, Part |, ed. Madeleine Giguere, 263-273. Cambridge,
Mass.: National Assessment and Dissemination Center for Bilingual/
Bicultural Education, 1986.

Excellent discussions of 18th-century migrations from Acadia to
New England states. Maps and statistics by state.

Ledoux, Albert H. The Franco-Americans of Connecticut, 1880. Privately
printed, 1978.

Liptak, Dolores Ann. "European Immigrants and the Catholic Church in
Connecticut, 1887-1920." Ph.D. diss., Univ. of Connecticut, 1978.
Includes chapter on dissent and conflict in French-Canadian

Catholic parishes in Connecticut.

Liptak, Sister Mary Quentin. "Jesuit Impressions of Colonial New
England.” M.A. thesis, St. Joseph's College, Hartford, Conn., 1965.

Liptak, Dolores Ann. "The National Parish: Concept and Consequences for
the Diocese of Hartford, 1890-1930." Catholic Historical Review 71
(1985):52-64.

Describes the concept of national parishes centered on the
ethnic identities of immigrant groups in the Catholic Diocese of
Hartford in the period of greatest immigration (1870-1920).

Liptak, Dolores Ann. "Yesterday's Immigrants: A Study of the Diocese of
Hartford, 1890-1920." Migration Today (Nov.-Dec., 1979):32-34.

Looby, James F. "Ex-Factory Hand Here May Become a Saint". Hartford

Daily Courant, 12 Dec. 1937, n. p.
Article about French Catholic Brother Andre who worked in the
textile mills of Connecticut at the beginning of the Civil War.

Lower, A. R. M. "New France in New England."” New England Quarterly
2 (1929): 278-95.

Magnan, Denis M.A. Histoire de la Race Francaise aux Etats-Unis. Paris:
C. Amat, 1912.
Lists places with a population connected to either France or
Quebec.

Mason, Sister Mary Paul. Church-State Relationships in Education in
Connecticut, 1633-1953.~Catholic University of America Educational
Research Monographs 17 (October, 1953): 6.

McDonald, William. "The French-Canadians in New England.” Quarterly
Journal of Economics 12 (Apr 1898): 245-279.
Gives French-Canadian population statistics for major
Connecticut towns, 1881-97.

Munich, Austin. The Beginnings of Roman Catholicism in Connecticut. New

Haven: Yale University, 1935.
Some discussion of French-Canadians, but deals mostly with the

1rish.
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Noonan, Carroll John. Nativism in Connecticut, 1829-1860.... Washing-

ton, D. C.: Catholic University of America, 1938.
Anti-foreign sentiment directed at Catholics--mostly Irish,
French and ltalians--during period of greatest immigration.

Norton, Frederick E. "An Unwritten Tragedy." Connecticut Magazine 5

(1899) 2: 108-109.
Acadians in Guilford, Conn., mid-1800's.

O'Donnell, James H. "History of the Diocese of Hartford.” In History of
the Catholic Church in the New England States. ed. William Byrne,
Vol. |l. Boston: Hurd and Evarts, 1899.

Parmet, Robert David. "The Know Nothings in Connecticut.” Ph.D. diss.,

New York: Columbia University, 1966.

Anti-foreigner feelings late nineteenth, early twentieth
century, focused to a great extent on Catholics. Useful as
background to problems of French-Canadians in Connecticut cities.

Paul, Sister Mary. Church-State Relations in Connecticut. washington,
D. C.: Catholic University Press, 1970.

Pawlowski, Robert E. How the Other Half Lived. An Ethnic History of the
Old East Side and South End of Hartford. Privately printed, 1973.

Peach, Ceri. "Ethnic Segregation and Intermarriage.” Annals of the
Association of American Geographers 70 (1980): 371-381.

Studies marriage in New Haven 1900, 1930, and 1950 for various
ethnic groups including French-Canadians. Correllates frequency of
intermarriage with distance between groups.

Peloquin Fare, Louise. "Images of French Language and Culture Outside
France: A Survey of a Franco-American Population in New England."”
Ph.D. diss., Middlebury College, 1985.

Study draws on French-Canadian populations of all New England
states. French text.

Perigard, Danielle. "La Grande Emigration et Apres: The Migration of
French Canadians to New England Cities Between 1873 and 1893." M. A.
thesis. New Britain, Conn.: Central Connecticut State College, 1973.

Useful, with good bibliography to early 1970's.

Podea, 1. S. "Quebec to Little Canada: the Coming of the French Can-
adians to New England in the 19th Century.” New England Quarterly 23
(Spring, 1950): 365-80.

Interesting mention of French-Canadian child labor practices in
Connecticut during late 1880's.

Rooney, James. "Early Times in the Diocese of Hartford, Connecticut,
1829-1873." Catholic Historical Review 1 (June, 1915): 148-163.

Shehan, Thomas J. "The Catholic Church in Connecticut--The First Priest
in the Commonwealth.” U. S. Catholic Historical Magazine 3 (January,

1890): 16-24.
Pere Gabriel Druillette, a mid-17th century Jesuit.
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Shehan, Thomas J. "Early Catholics in Connecticut.” The United States
Catholic Magazine 2 (March, 1889): 274-294.

Societe des Enfants de Marie. Societe des Enfants de Marie. Worcester,

Mass.: L'Opinion Publique, 1896.
Founding of the Children of Mary, a women's religious and
social organization, in Meriden, Connecticut.

La Societe de Publications Francaises des Etats-Unis. Le Guide Francais
de la Nouvelle-Angleterre. Lowell, Mass.: Privately printed, 1887.
Journals, publications and French societies in each New England
state.

Sorrell, Richard S. "The Survivance of French-Canadians in New England
(1865-1930): History, Geography and Demography as Destiny.” Ethnic
and Racial Studies 4 -(June 1981): 91-109.

Touches only tangentially on Connecticut, but good explication
of establishment of national (ethnic) parishes and schools in New
England. Shows how traditions and patterns of "survivance” were
changed by American influence even as French-Canadians sought to
keep them static. Useful bibliography.

Steahr, Thomas E. Ethnic Atlas of Connecticut, 1970. Hartford, Conn.:
Amer ican Revolution Bicentennial Commission of Connecticut, 1976.

Sweeney, Robert M. "Motivation for Ethnic ldentification: French-
Canadian Organizations of Willimantic, Connecticut in 1937." M. A.
thesis, University of Connecticut, 1985.

Taylor, Graham. Religious Census. Hartford: Connecticut Bible Society,
1890.

Theriault, George F. "The Franco-Americans of New England.” In Canadian
Dualism: Studies of French-English Relations, ed. Mason Wade.

Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1960.
Concentrates on New Hampshire and Massachusetts, but briefly
mentions Connecticut parish statistics in mid-1940's.

Truesdell, Leon E. The Canadian Born in the United States: An Analysis
of the Statistics of the Canadian Element in the Population of the
United States, 1850-1930. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1943.

Brief mention of Connecticut in a few places.

Union of Franco-Americans in Connecticut. Le Recensement, 1925.
Woonsocket, R. I.: L'Union des Franco-Americains du Connecticut, La

Tribune, 1925.
A census, by county and town, of the Franco-American population

of Connecticut in 1925. French text.

U. S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census, 1980. Census of the
Population: Ancestry of the Population by State. Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1983.

Vicero, Ralph Dominic. "Immigration of French Canadians to New England,
1840-1900: a Geographical Analysis.” Ph.D. diss., University of
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Wisconsin, 1968.

Includes discussion of movement of American-born persons of
Canadian extraction from Maine to other New England states,
including Connecticut.

Wade, Mason. "The French Parish and Survivance in the Nineteenth Century
New England."” Catholic Historical Review 36 (July, 1950): 163-189.

Includes some information on establishment of early French-
Canadian parishes in Connecticut.

Whetten, Nathan, and Henry W. Reiken, Jr. The Foreign Born Population of
Connecticut, 1940. Storrs, Conn.: Department of Sociology, Univer-
sity of Connecticut, Storrs Agricultural Experiment Station, 1943.

Wilson, Bruno. L'Evolution de la Race Francaise in Amerigue: Vermont,
New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island. Montreal: Beauchemin,1921.
Lists U.S. names and places connected with Franco-Americans.

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION, FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT

An activity conducted in 1938-39 under the auspices of the Works
Progress Administration, the Federal Writers' Project for the State of
Connecticut contains valuable material on French-Canadians. Information
covers all aspects of French-Canadian l1ife: historical background; 1lists
of names of prominent citizens; social and economic life; occupations;
schools; population statistics; and detailed reports on French-Canadian
organizations. Towns mentioned most prominently are New Haven, Berlin,
Bridgeport, Hartford, New Britain, Torrington, Willimantic, Windham and
New Hartford.

Two recently published studies arising from the Connecticut WPA
Writers' Project are given below.

Doty, C. Stewart. Franco-Americans: New England Life Histories for the
Federal Writers' Project, 1938-39. Orono, Maine: University. of
Maine Press, 1985.

Koenig, Samuel. Immigrant Settlements in Connecticut: Their Growth and
Characteristics. Works Progress Administration, Federal Writers'

Project for the State of Connecticut. Hartford: State Department of
Education, 1938; reprint, San Francisco: R and E Research
Associates, 1970.
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An Error in Transcription in Drouin

Maryanne Roy LeGrow, #696

While researching the family of a friend some months ago,
I came across an error in Claude Drouin's Repertoire
Alphabetique des Mariages Francais de 1760 a 1935 (the large
blue books). 1In it, the parents of Marie Josephte L'Irlande
(married Jean-Baptiste Labossiere 28 SEP 1772 at St-Antoine de
Vercheres) are given as Maurice Riel dit L'Irlande and Marie-
Anne Lafleche.

I spent several months in a fruitless search for the
marriage and parents of Marie-Anne Lafleche, growing more and
more convinced that the person named was actually Marie-Anne
LaBreche, not Lafleche. Though both surnames existed in the
area at that time period, no Lafleche families listed a Marie-
Anne who was of the correct age and free to marry Maurice
Riel/L'Irlande. Conversely, no Maurice Riel/L'Irlande existed
who could have been her husband, though there were a Maurice
Riel, married to a Marie-Anne LaBreche, who were of the right
age to be the parents of the supposed Marie-Anne Lafleche.

After much wasted effort, I did what I ought to have done
in the first place, and wrote to the National Archives in
Montreal, asking if there existed a marriage contract for
Jean-Baptiste Labossiere and Marie Josephte Lirlande. Several
weeks later, I had the answer in my hands: a photocopy of the
original marriage contract written the day before the
marriage. It listed the parents of the bride as Maurice
Lirlande and Marie-Anne LaBreche, and gave for good measure
the names of witnesses for the bride as Charles LaBreche,
"maternal uncle", as well as Marie-Louise, Marie-Charlotte,
and Judith Lirlande, sisters of the bride!

While most researchers are aware that there exists the
occasional mistake in Drouin and other published indexes and
even in transcriptions of the parish records, many do not
realize that the marriage contract, a separate document
usually written before the date of the actual marriage, can
often be easily obtained and used to corroborate or disprove
the evidence of the printed sources. 1In cases where the
extension of a family line is blocked by a doubtful or
suspicious record, it is worth the extra bit of effort
involved in writing for a copy of the original record. The
FCGSC Library has addresses for the various archives in
Canada, and will supply copies on receipt of an SASE.
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Ascendance of a Plante Line

. Heloise Elmeira Plante married 16 April 1902, Winsted, CT,

Paul Leon Roy (Napoleon/ Tharsile Chenard)

Jean-Baptiste Plante married 3 July 1860, St-Charles, Bellechasse,
to Philomene Gosselin (Magloire/ Angele Bacquet)

. Antoine Plante married 20 February 1827, St-Charles, Bellechasse,

to Marguerite Bilodeau (Jean-Baptiste/ Marguerite Fortier)

Joseph Plante married 21 August 1781, St-Charles, Bellechasse,
to Marie-Anne Gosselin (Louis/ Isabelle Drapeau)

Louis Plante married 26 November 1740, St-Michel, Bellechasse,
to Marie Josephte Bissonet (Jean-Baptiste/Genevieve Chambreland)

Jean Plante married ca. 1699, St-Jean, Ile d'Orleans,
to Suzanne Lefebvre (Claude/ Marie Arcular)

Jean Plante married 1 September 1650, Notre Dame des Laurentides,
to Francoise Boucher (Marin/ Perrine Mallet)

. Nicolas Plante of Laleu, Larochelle, France, married prior to

1620, to Isabelle Chauvin of that parish.

Compiled by Maryanne Roy LeGrow, #696.
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Ascendance of a Roy Line

1. Maryanne, Eileen, Janet, Thomas Allen, Paul Michael, Theresa
Marie, Joseph Donald, Annette Marie '

2. Paul Emile Roy married 9 January 1943, Philadelphia, PA, to
Anna Marie Morris (Dominick Francis/ Mary Magdalene Conway)

3. Paul Leon Roy married 16 April 1902, St. Joseph's, Winsted, CT
to Heloise Elmeire Plante (Jean-Baptiste/Philomene Gosselin)

4. (Paul) Napoleon Roy married 1 August 1874, St-Epiphane, Quebec
to Tharsile Chenard (Charles-Francois/ Angelique Perrault)

5. Joseph Roy married 9 January 1855, St-Arsene, Bellechasse,
to Marie Donneville-Belleau (Joseph/ Marie Reine Gavreau)

6. Benoit Roy married 15 July 1782, Ste-Anne de la Pocatiere,
to Marie Charlotte Moreau (Louis-Amable/ Marie-Anne Grondin)

7. Augustin Roy married 12 November 1753, Ste-Anne de la Pocatiere
to Marie-Angelique Lizotte (Joseph/ Francoise Dancosse)

8. Augustin Roy married 22 October 1725, Boucherville, Chambly,
to Jeanne Louise Boucher de Montbrun (Rene/Francoise Charest)

9. Pierre Roy married 12 January 1691, St-Pierre, Ile d'Orleans,
to Marie Anne Martin (Joachim / Anne Charlotte Pettit)

10. Joseph Antoine Roy married 11 September 1668, N. D. de Quebec,
to Marie Major (Jean/ Marguerite Le Pele)

11. Olivier Roy, cooper of St-Jean de Joigny, diocese of Sens, in
the Champagne, France, married ca. 1626,
to Catherine Boderge, of that parish.

Prepared by Maryanne Roy LeGrow, #696
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10.

11.

DIRECT LINE ANCESTOR CHART
Submitted by Roderick Wilscam

GAGNON, Pierre m. ROGER, Renee in Res Tourouvre, Perche,
France.

GAGNON, Pierre s/o Pierre & Renee (Roger) Gagnon.
Married 14-9-1642

DESVARIEUX, Vincente d/o Jean & Marie (Chevalier) of
Sainte Vincente, Albermarle, Normandie, France.

GAGNON, Pierre s/o Pierre & Vincente (Desvarieux) Gagnon.
M. 1669 La Visitation de Notre Dame parish, Chateau
Richer, Montmorency #l1 Co, New France.

GAGNON, Pierre s/o Pierre & Barbe (Fortin) Gagnon.
M. Nov.14, 1701 Sainte Anne parish.
LACROIX, Isabelle d/o Francois & Anne (Gasnier) Lacroix.

GAGNON, Joseph s/o Pierre & Isabelle (Lacroix) Gagnon.
M. Jan.27, 1738 Sainte Anne Parish.

CARON, M. Madeleine d/o Augustin & M. Madeleine (Gaulin)
Caron.

GAGNON, Ignace s/o Joseph & M. Madeleine (Caron) Gagnon.
M. Jan.29, 1765 Berthier.
PRUNEAU, Genevieve d/o Jean & Genevieve (Boutin) Pruneau.

GAGNON, Ignace s/o Ignace & Genevieve (Pruneau) Gagnon.
M. Feb.13, 1787 Saint Charles parish, Saint Charles,
Bellechasse Co., PQ, Canada.

LECLERC, Marie Anne d/o Pierre & Veronigque (Bluard) Leclerc.

GAGNON, Ignace s/o Ignace & Marie Anne (Leclerc) Gagnon.
M. Feb.8, 1825 St. Henri parish, Saint Henry de
Lauzon, Levis Co., PQ.

PLANTE, M. Euphronsine d/o Basile & Euphronsine (Bilodeau)
Plante.

GAGNON, Telesphore s/o Ignace & Euphrosine (Plante) Gagnon.
M. Jan.12, 1857 St. Agathe, Lotbiniere Co., PQ

ROBY dit SANCHAGRIN, Marguerite d/o Joseph & Marguerite
(Ratte) Roby.

GAGNON, Telesphore s/o Telesphore & Marguerite (Roby) Gagnon.
M. Jan.7, 1885 St Peter & Paul parish, Lewiston, Maine.
MICHAUD, Alphonsine d/o Joseph & Marie (Richard) Michaud.

GAGNON, Aime s/o Telesphore & Alphonsine ( Michaud) Gagnon.

M. May 28, 1934 Saint Peter & Paul parish, Lewiston,
Androscoggin Co. , Maine.
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DIRECT LINE ANCESTOR CHART
Submitted by Roderick Wilscam

GUAY dit GASTONGUAY dit Castonguay, Gaston husband of
PREVOST, Jeanne. Res. Montreuil-Sous-Bois, Paris diocese,
Paris, Ile de Feance, France.

GUAY, Mathieu dit GASTONGUAY, s/o Gaston & Jeanne (Prevost)

M. (3rd marriage) Aug 17, 1695 Notre Dame parish, Quebec.
BALAN, Marguerite d/o Pierre & Renee (Birette) Balan.
(Mathieu was married lst to Therese Poirier and 2nd to Anne
Brisson).

GUAY dit GASTONGUAY, Pierre s/o Mathieu & Marguerite (Balan).
M. May 30, 1729 Saint Charles Boromee parish, Charles-
bourg, Quebec. ,

MORIN, Angelique d/o Simon Morin.

CASTONGUAY, Louis s/o Pierre & Angelique (Morin) Guay dit
Castonguay.
M. 1lst to Marie Anne Dubois on Jan.25, 1761.
M. 2nd to Elisabeth Cote d4/0 Nicolas & Marie(Levasseur)
Cote. M. March 2, 1767 Saint Louis parish, Kamouraska.

CASTONGUAY, Pierre s/o Pierre & Marie Josephte (Ouellet)
M. Aug.21, 1832 Saint Louis parish, Lotbiniere,
Lotbiniere Co., PQ, Canada.

BOUCHER, Basilice d/o Louis & Josephte (Cote) Boucher.

LEMAY, Ferdinand

M. Aug 21, 1861 Lotbiniere.
CASTONGUAY, Philomene d/o Pierre & Basilice (Boucher).
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DIRECT LINE ANCESTOR CHART
Submitted by Roderick Wilscam

THIBODEAU, Pierre parents unknown, born in 1631, buried
Dec.26, 1704, Port Royal, Ancient Acadia.
M. about 1660 in Ancient Acadia.

TERRIAULT, Jeanne d/o Jean & Perrine (Bourg) Terriault.

THIBAUDEAU, Claude s/o Oierre & Jeanne (Terriault) Thibaudeau.
M. ?

COMMEAU, Isabelle or Elisabeth d/o0 Jean & Perrine (Bourg)
Commeau.

THIBODEAU, Jean Baptiste s/o Claude & Isabelle (Commeau).
M. Aug.l1l1, 1744 Port Royal, Ancient Acadia.
DOUCET, M. Josephte d/o Mathieu & Anne (Laure).

THIBODEAU, Pierre s/o Jean Baptiste & Marie Josephte (Doucet)
M. (see note below).

VERMETTE, Josepthe d/o Augustin or Charles August & Marie
Josephte (Doucet) Vermette.

THIBODEAU, Pierre s/o Pierre & Josephte (Vermette).
M. Feb.20, 1821 St. Joseph parish, Maskinonge,
Maskinonge Co., PQ.

GAGNON, M. Anne d/o Barthelemi & Elizabeth (Meunier) Gagnon.

BRULE, Cuthbert s/o Jean Baptiste & Genevieve (Valois) Brule.
M. Oct.17, 1837 Saint Joseph parish, Maskinonge.
THIBAUDAULT, Edessa d/o Pierre & Marie Anne (Gagnon).

NOTE: Gen.l.

Pierre was apparently from Poitou, France. He came to New
France in 1654. Pierre was known as a pioneer in the towns
of Chipoudy, Petticoudiac, and Memramcouk. He was also the
famed miller of PREL RONDE. Pierre had about 16 children.

NOTE: Gen.2

Pierre's marriage date was not given, probably because
it happened during the Acadian Dispersion in 1755.
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ANCESTORS from DEERFIELD
Submitted by Claire L. Renn #476

To be an ancestor one had to survive flood, fire,
illness and Indians. Here are some examples:

Eulalia Marche became ill and died in England. Her
body was brought to the church and during the singing, she
sat up in her coffin. She lived to come and settle in Massa-
chusetts, have 19 children and survive to ninety years old.

John Stebbins was the only survivor of an ambush along
Bloody Brook, south of Deerfield. The men had placed their
rifles in the wagon while they stopped to pick grapes along
the brook on their way home from the fields and John was the
only one who managed to get back inside the palisade.

A few years later, Thankful, the daughter of John Stebbins,
and another one of my ancestors, John Carter, were among the ’
captives taken to Canada after a raid on Deerfield. Again care-
lessness contributed to the disaster. The settlers had allowed
snow to build up along the palisade and the Indians just walked
over the wall. A group of Abenaki Indians, under the French
command, brought the survivors to Fort Chambly, south of the
St. Lawrence. They had reached Canada by marching over frozen
rivers as much as possible. Once there, they were held for
ransom. While waiting for the ransom payment to arrive (comm-
unications were very slow then), the captives were farmed out
to French families as servants, to Indian families in place of
dead Indian children and as apprentices. They were given some
education if they remained with the French and of course in
comparison to the harsh life in puritanical New England, life in
Canada was much more comfortable. Colored clothing was allowed,
religious holidays were celebrated, and there was alot more
socializing. The former .captives were fully accepted by the
French and the Indians.

In Canada names were altered; Carter became Cartier or
Chartier, Thankful became Marie Terese. One Carter married an
Indian and three married Canadians. John's father had lost his
wife and four children in the massacre, of the rest, only one
returned. The father and one brother moved to Norwalk, Connect-
icut. John walked there one summer but only for a visit.

It took 46 towns to raise the ransom for the captives but
by the time it was finally raised, most of the captives were
happy to stay in Canada. Two part-Indian grandchilkren also
walked to Connecticut for a visit. There is a copy of a letter
that Samuel Carter wrote offering cash to any children who
would return and give up that "Papist religion”. Only one,
Ebenezer, ransomed for 25 pounds, came back with his Canadian
wife.

Many years went by before Deerfield was rebuilt. This is'nt
surprising because the money was all gone. This country did not
have a mint and cash was scarce. For 90 years Deerfield remained
a frontier town. Today several of the original buildings are open
to the public. One door still bears the marks of a tomahawk in it.
In the sleepy cemetery is a mass grave for the 110 killed on that
fateful February 29, 1704.
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Albert N. Lafreniere
78 Chittenden Road
Killingworth, CT 06419

203-663-1733 ® Albert N. Lafreniere
021-32-0380

ACADIAN DEPORTATION SHIPS--PART II
by
Albert N. Lafreniere

By sorting the ship table in Part I of this article, some checks

" can be made, and some conclusions can be drawn. Please refer to Table

#1 and Table #2. Because there is very little information on these
ships and their travels, some educated guesses will be taken.

Hopefully, new information will become known so that guessing will no
longer be necessary.

Table #1 was sorted by Departure place. We can see that eight
ships left Annapolis Royal. The existence of the TWO SISTERS is
questionable. It is very possible that the TWO SISTERS never left
Annapolis Royal, but rather that it was replaced by the ELISABETH, Capt.
Rockwell. It is recorded in the papers of the day that the ELIZABETH
arrived in Connecticut on January 21, 1756, with 277 French Exiles, and
that 3 exiles had died in éassage. The TWO SISTERS was supposed to have
280 French on board, and is never reported as having arrived in
Connecticut. So, 1 believe that a mistake was made in the name of the
ship, or that the TWO SISTERS was replaced by the ELIZABETH. The
EXPERIMENT departed Annapolis Royal with 250 French. In some reports, it
arrived in New York with 200 French, after a "detour"™ to Antigua. The
SYREN carried 21 French Prisoners, not 9 as reported. If these numbers

144.



Albert N. Lafreniere 2

are adjusted accordingly, then the 1664 French deported from Annapolis
is correct.

From the Cape Sable and Port Lature area, 166 French were
deported--94 to New York by Capt. Dunning {(probably on the MARY), and 72
were deported to Massachusetts on the VULTURE.

Adding the number of French Exiles from Chignecto, we find that we
have a total of 1566. Some reports show that the actual number was
about 1100, while one diary shows that 960 were deported. The ship
UNION is not shown arriving in Pennsylvania, and may not have left
Chignecto, or may have sunk in the bay on departure. If the 392 Exiles
aboard the UNION are subtracted from 1566, we have 1174 Exiles. The
BOSCAWEN also is not reported as arriving in Pennsylvania. This
schooner had a reported 190 exiles on board. If this number is
subtracted, the total from Chignecto is 984 Exiles. It is to be
remembered that the number of Exiles deported from Chignecto is based on
2 per ton, not the actual number loaded. The newspapers of the day
indicate two ships sunk with a large number of French aboard. It could
have been the UNION and the BOSCAWEN.

The ships that deported the French from the Grand Pre area in
October of 1755 were, the ELIZABETH, Capt. Millbury, the HANNAH, the
LEOPARD, the SALLY AND MOLLY, the SWAN, the ENDEAVOR, Capt. Stone, the
INDUSTRY, the MARY, the RACE HORSE, and the PROSPEROUS, for a total of
1559 French. This is right in line with all reports.

The number of French deported from Piziquid, 1062 Exiles, is also
right in line with the reports.

Capt. Winslow left the chore of deporting the remaining Exiles of
the Grand Pre Area to Capt. Osgood. These Exiles were mainly from the
Pointe des Boudros Area (Canard and Habitant). He deported 582 Bxiles
in December 1755. As reported in Part I of this article, there was
another ship, Capt. Worster's Sloop (name unknown), which was probably
loaded with Exiles late in November 1755, from this area. Capt. Worster

arrived in Connecticut with 173 French. Some of the French aboard this
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Sloop was probably from the far eastern part of Minas Bay, and the
remainder were probably from Canard and Habitant. This brings the total
deported by Capt. Osgood to 755 Exiles, which is very close to that
reported in Capt. Winslow's journal.

Table #2 is sorted by Destination. If we look at annecticut, we
notice that 1125 are shown. The TWO SISTERS probably never left
Annapolis Royal, as previously mentioned. This brings the number of
Exiles deported to Connecticut to 845. The EDWARD arrived in
Connecticut, after being blown off course to Antigqua, with 180 Exiles,
and 3 Exiles died in passage on the ELIZABETH, Capt. Rockwell. This
brings the total that arrived to 742 that is right in line with the 666
Exiles, and a lost colony of French reported in Preston, Connecticut
supposed to be 122, for a total of 788 reported in Connecticut in 1763.

The numbers for Georgia--400, Maryland--913, New York--344,

South Carolina--947, North Carolina--50, and Virginia--1150, are all in
line with reported arrivals.

In Pennsylvania, the total shown is 1046. If the 392 Exiles that
were reported on the UNION are subtracted, and the 190 Exiles reported
on the BOSCAWEN are subtracted, the number is 464. Reports show that
450 arrived in Pennsylvania. I believe that the UNION and BOSCAWEN
never arrived, and probably never left Chignecto.

If the Exiles aboard the TWO SISTERS, the UNION, and the BOSCAWEN
are subtracted from the total number of Exiles, the total is 6302, which
is also in line with earlier reports.

Table #3 is sorted by CAPTAIN, so that you can find information, if

you know the Captain's name.
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It is my sincere hope that this information will be helpful to
anyone doing research on this subject. I welcome any information that
you may have.

The End.

BIBLIOGRAPHY-~for Parts I + II
1. The British Empire before the American Revolution, Vol. 6,
Lawrence H. Gipson

2. Journal of Col. John Winslow, Nova Scotia Historical Soc.
Collections, volumes 3+4, 1885.

3. Exile without an End, Chapman Milling.

4. The Acadian Miracle, Dudley J. LeBlanc.

S. Miscellaneous Papers, 29th Report of Boston Records.

6. A Century at Chignecto, William R. Bird.

7. Canadian Archives, Vol 2, 1905.

8. Colonial Newspapers of the day--The Connecticut Gazette, The New
York Gazette-Mercury, The Boston Gazette, The Maryland Gazette, etc.
9. The History of Norwich, Frances Caulkins.

10.New York City Public Library.

Thanks to Miss Brenda Dunn, Project Historian of the Canadian Parks
Service, Atlantic Region, Halifax, Nova Scotia, for supplying valuable
information.

Special thanks to Mr. Stephen A. White for supplying information,

advice, and expert assistance for this report. Mr. White is a Master
Genealogist from the University of Moncton, Moncton, New Brunswick.
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TABLE 12
1 Pembroke onow 139 Malon, Anna. Royal (St John) T 12/08/56 22
2 Dow sloop 87 Fotbes, Samuel Pris-des-boudro Conneclicut i1 1213/S5 "
8 Edward snow 139 Cooks, Ephraim Anna. Royal Conneaiiout 05722158 12008/55 n
4 Eimbeh ship 168 Rockwel, Ebenezar Anna Royal Connecliout ot21/58 120856 200
§  Two Sislens ;now 140 (ngram, T.)? Anna. Royal Connecliout i 12/06/55 280
6  unknown sloop Worster.{JohnT?) Minss Bay Connacticut ov22/58 11430/55 by <)
7  JollyPhilip Schooner o4 Waile, Jonathon Chignecio Georgia 12%0/55 1N1Yss 120
8 Prince Frederdc  ship 170 Tralles, Wiiam Chignedio Georgia 12242055 10156 280
9 Doiphin sloop 87 Formen, Zabad Ptziquid Marylend 1MBUSS 102756 0 -
10 Ekzsbeth slocp - 97 WMilbury, Nathan Grand Pre Maryiand 1255 102755 242
11 LeopardLeonard schooner 87 Church, Thomas Grand Pre Maryland 11055 125 1,
12 Ranger sloop 90 Plerey, Francie - Piriquid Marylend 13055 102755 23
18  Helena ship 188  Livingsions Samuel Anna. Royal Massaciusels  O1/OS/S8 12756 . 83
14 Raoe Horse schooner Banks, John Prin-des-Boudro  Massachusells s 1405 122
15  Seaflower sloop 81 Haris, Semusl Piiquid Massacivnels 1MNESS 102155 208
18 Swallow brig. 102 Hayes, Wiliam Pris-des-Boudro Messachwmels  OT/A02/58 12858 8
17 Vuhxe sloop Scalle, Jonathon Port Lakrs Massachusells  OS/10/S8 i1 3
18 Providenoe sloop Barron, Samuel N. Carclina 11 1202056 0
19  Bxperiment beig. 138 Swddard, Benjamin Anpe. Royal New York 01/30/58 120855 250
20  unknown schooner Dunning, Andrew Cape Sable Now York oy29/58 1 Lod
21 Bososwen echooner 95 Bigham, Devid Chignecio Penneyivania X} 10NYS5 190
2 Hanneh eloop 70 Aderme, Richard _Grand Pre Penneyhania 111055 102755 140
2 Swn sloop 80 Loviet. Jonsthon Grand Pre Penrwyenia 111956 TORSS 160
24 Theee Friends sloop 89 Curtis, Thormas Plriquid Penneyivenia s W2mss 168
25 Union ship 188  Cralhome, Jonalhon Chigneclo Penneyivania it - 10Nass -]
2 Corwmiis - shp 130 Sinclair, Andrew Chignedio 8. Carclina 1178 1onyss 210
Z7 Doiphin sloop 90 Hancook, Willam Chignealo $. Carcine 1S ToNYss 4
2 Endeavor sloop 98 - Nicols, James Chignecio 8. Carcima 1INYSS NS5 ?
2 Hopson ship 177 Whishead. Edward Anna. Royal S. Carclina oS 120955 2
30 Symn . ohip 30 Proby, Charles Anra. Royal S. Carolira oI 1ONYSS 2
81 TwoBrothers ~ brig. 1581 Best Jarmes Chigneco S. Carcina Myss 10N3s 12
32 Endeavo(snchers siocop 3 Swone, John Prin-des-Boudro  Virginia IYss 1027756 186
33  Industy sloop 88  Goodwin, George Pris-dee-Boudro  Virginie 1MNss 102156 m
34 My sloop 80 Ounning. Andrew Virginia WNNS 102185 "=
35  Nepune schooner G0  Dewis, Jonahon Paiquid Virginia NYEE wzss an
3 Prosperons sloop 75 Bragdon, Danlel Pris-des-boudro  Virginia 1MNIS 1002788 152
97 Ranger schooner §7 Moreos, Nathen Pris-desBoudro  Virginia Ot/30/58 1222055 112
38 Sally and Moly sloop T Puringion, James Grand Pre Virginia MmN 102756 154
20 Boscawen schooner 63 ~Neowel, James Chignecio *- resvaground i 1 0
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TABLE 13
1 Two Sistars snow 140 (ngram, T.)? Anna. Royal Connectiout i 1206155 280
2 Hannah sloop 70 Adams, Richard Grand Pre Penmayhvania 111956 102756 140
3 Race Horse schooner Banks, John Pris-des-Boudo  Massachusells  12/28/55 1420055 12
4 Providence sloop Barron, Sernuel Halligx N. Carciina 1 122055 80
S  Two Brohens brig. 161 Best James Chignecio S. Carolina 1mnYss 11855 12
8 Boscawen schooner 96 Bigham, Devid Chigneaio Pennsyivania i1 11385 190
7 Prosperous sloop 7 Bragdon, Deniel Prin-des-boudro  Virginia 1"NYSs 1027158 162
8  Lasopard(Leonard schooner 87 Ciwach, Thormas Grand Pre Maryland 156 Wwzrss 1
8 Edward snow 199 Cooks, Ephraim Anna. Royal Connecliaut 052258 1208/55 am .
10 Union ship 198  Crathome, Jonathon Chignecio Penneyivania ) 1oNYss [ -
11 TiveeFriends  sloop 00 Curis, Thomas Plriquid Penneyania W56 102755 158
12 Nephme schooner 00 Dawis, Jonathon Ploiquid Virginla 1185 znss o7
18 Muy sloop 80 Ounning. Andrew Pris-des-Boudro  Virginia 1Nss 102756 12
14 uninown echooner Dunning. Anckew Cape Sable Now York oy2e/58 11 o
15 Dowe sloop 87 Forbes, Semuel Pris-des-boudro  Connecliout i 11855 1"
18 Dolphin sloop 87 Formen, Zabed Plziquid Maryland 113055 U275
17 industy sloop 88 Goodwin, George Pris-des-Boudro  Virginia 1nss 25 m
18 Doiphin sloop © 90 Hanoook, Willam Chignecto S. Carolina nmnnss ass 7 4]
19  Seafower sloop 81 Harrie. Sarmusl Priquid Massachusels 1INSSS s 28
2 Swalow brig. 102 Heyes, Wiliam Prdo-des-Boudro  Massachusells oS TN¥SE 28
21 Helena shp 188 Livingsions Samusl Anna. Royal Massaciwsells  O108/58 2S5 . 83
2 Svwan sloop 80 Loviel, Jonsthon Grand Pre Penneylvenia 1MNYss 0zZnss 168
23  ERnbeh sloop 97 MEbury, Nelhan Grand Pre Marylend 12005 2SS 22
24 Pembroke snow 1% Mion, Acsw. Royel (5. John) [X] 120055 =
25  Ranger schooner 67 Morroe, Nathen Pris-des-Boudro  Virginia o1/30/58 120055 12
28  Bosoawen schooner 63 Nowel, James Chignecto man-aground i " L
27 Endesvor sloop 98 Nicols, James Chignedio S. Carolina 111955 NS 4
2 Ranger sloop 90 Plerey, Francis Plaiquid Maryland 113055 02755 23
2 Syen ship 30 Proby, Charies Anne. Royal S, Carolina omnmse 101355 4]
20 SalyandMoly  sloop 0 Puringlon, James Grind Pre Viginia NS TS 154
81  Elzabeth ship 108  Rodicowel, Ebenazer _Lonneciiout o158 120455 20
R Vulre sloop Scalle, Jonathon PortLakre Massachusells 051058 1 ”
83 Comwalle ohip 130 Sinclakr, Andrew Chignecio S. Casvlina 1IN onass 210
34  Bgeriment brig. 198 Sinddard, Berjamin Acna. Royal Now York 013058 12Ka58 0
3% Endeavo{enchers sioop 83 Sone, John Prin-des-Boudro  Virginia 1MNYss 127758 108
36 Prinoe Frederic  ehip 170 Tralles, Wiliam Chigneato Georgia 122055 onyss 20
37 Joly Philip Schooner 4 Walls, Jonathon Chignecto Georgia 122455 nYss 120
38 Hopeon ohip T77 Whishead, Edwerd Anne. Royal S. Carolira oness TS5 842
89 unicvown sloop . Worster (John?) Minas Bay .. Conneclioust o228 056 m



COPING: THE TALE of an ACADIAN FAMILY

By Guy F. Dubay
Courtesy of the St. John Valley Times

LILLE - 0ld records incessantly bear out the role of the
family in the age before Social Security and aid to dependent
children. The Bible speaks of brother marrying his brother's
widow in the spirit of keeping the family unit together.

The following is replete with examples of how families
with young children were kept together rather than turning
the children loose on the state as might be the custom today.

In 1874, Ozithe Mercure, wife of Isadore Theriault, died.

The Lille farmer was left with young children. Though older
members of the family were aged enough to be on their own, five
of Theriault's nine children were still below the age of 13.

Such a situation was not a first occurrence for the Theriault
family. Frederic Theriault (1789-1861), Isadore's father, had
married at the age of 25 in 1815. With his wife, Marguerite Lizotte
(1796-1823,) he had eight children and then she died at the age of
26. He remarried a year later and had a family of 18 with his
second wife, Marguerite Ayotte (1801-1874). Like his dad then,
Isadore Theriault (1828-1874) in 1850. She was just one month
younger than he. As noted, they had eight children between 1851
and 1870. In 1874, at age of 46, Ozithe Theriault died.

A few months later, Isadore Theriault married Philomene
Daigle (1840-1906), who it turns out seems to be the 34year old
niece of his former wife.

We are not in a position to judge anyone's motives to marry,
however, we might be able to surmise added inducements to marry
that arise circumstantially here.

We haven't been able to determine whether Daigle had had an
earlier marriage and was herself widowed or if at 34 she was still
a spinster. She appears however, to be the daughter of Germain
Daigle (1806-1870) and Celeste Mercure (1812-?), the latter who,
it turns out, is the sister of Ozithe Mercure.

we know of four children born of the new marriage, thus we
are led to think in terms of a family with a dozen children - or
as might be said, two families with the same father, one of eight
children and the other of four.

It would be rude to say that such was a marriage of convenience,
for none of us really ever know the intimate circumstances of another
couple's marriage. Yet suffice it to say that such families found
a way to cope through life's trials without imposing on the state
or breaking up the family.

Large families are sometimes ridiculed by "holier-than-thou"
moralists who advocate government programs for this and that. "Make
every child a wanted child", they say, and they then follow up with
advice on birth control.

Yet on close examination of the lives of large families, it
seems they can develop relationships to cope with the kind of

problems that might arise in any family.
(Dec. 19, 1979)
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TOWN of SPENCER, MASS. CIVIL WAR RECORDS for MEN of FRENCH

EXTRACTION. As taken from the HISTORICAL SKETCHES of SPENCER,

MASS. By Henry M. Tower. Volume 3. 1903.

1.

10.

BEAUMONT, John J. Corporal, Co. K, 10th Mass. Vols. Born
in Lepton, England Feb. 19, 1840. Enlisted May 31, 1861.
at age 22. Made Corporal in Jan.1863. Severely wounded

in the head at Salem Heights, Virginia on May 3, 1863
mustered out July 1, 1864 at expiration of service. Since
the war, he has been until recently, a dry goods merchant
at Worcester where he now resides.

BERCUME, Anthony. Married, mechanic, age 35, enlisted as

a private in Co. F, 42nd Mass. Vols. on Aug.l18, 1862.

He was mustered in Sept.30, 1862 and mustered out on Aug.

20, 1863. He died April 20, 1900 and is buried in St. Mary's.

BERCUME, Silas. Single, bootmaker, age 24, enlisted as a
private in.Co. K, 10th Mass. Vols., mustered in June 21,
1861 and discharged July 29, 1862.

BLANCHARD, Louis. Bootmaker, aged 26. Enlisted March 24,
1864 as a private in Co. C, 57th Mass. Vols. Mustered in

on April 6, 1864, discharged Jan.3, 1865 to complete his
military record under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved July 5, 1864.

BOULET, Fortuna. Private Co. G., 57th Mass. Vols., boot-
maker, 18, single, from Spencer. Enlisted March 7, 1864.
Mustered in March 10, 1864. Discharged, disabled, May 30,
1865.

BOURDAGES, Remi. Single, aged 21, mechanic, enlisted 8-19-1862.

Private in Co. F, 42nd Mass. Vols. Mustered in 9-30-1862 and
mustered out 8-20-1863. :

BOULEY, Elixie. Was born at Montreal, Canada. He was a Private

in Co. C., 21st Mass. Vols., shoemaker, aged 24, single,
Enlisted 7-30-1861. Mustered in 8-23-1861. Discharged for a
disability on Dec. 10, 1862. Mustered into V.R.C. 9-3-1864.
Credited to the Town of Oxford. Discharged 11-17-1865 at
termination of service. Moved to Worcester.

CHENETTE, Henry. Private in Co.A, 4th Mass. Vols. Cavalry.

Bootmaker, 19, single, Spencer. Enlisted 12-1-1863 and was
mustered in on 12-26-1863. Deserted on 2-13-1864.

CHALLY, Henry H. Private, 25th Mass. Vols, unassigned recruit.
Farmer, 22, single, Canada. Credited to Spencer. Enlisted
6-15-1864. Mustered in 6-15-1864.

CLOUGNER, Palva. Private in Co.H, 2nd Mass. Cavalry. Laborer,

21, married in Spencer. Enlisted 6-17-1863 and mustered in
6-20-1863. Deserted on 7-10-1863.
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11.

SPENCER, MASS. CIVIL WAR RECORDS
continued...

DANA, Louis. A French boy, eighteen years old when he
enlisted in Company C; was born in Canada. He had not been
long in Spencer and could speak very little English. He was
bright, intelligent, obedient and attentive to duty. He fell
March 14, 1862 at Newberne, N. Carolina, in the charge made
by his company and three other companies of the 2lst (A, B, C,
and H) on a reconnaissance inside the rebel entrenchments.
The fog of the morning combined with the smoke of battle was
so dense that it was impossible to see the enemy and General
Reno at once ordered a reconnaissance by Colonel Clark, who
sent Capt.Richardson with Co. C into the fog "to feel around
and find out what was in there". Six brass field pieces of
the enemy's were soon discovered apparently unsupported by
infantry. The fact being soon reported to Colonel Clark.
He directly followed with three other companies to the support
of Co. C. On his first glance at the guns, the Colonel ordered
a charge upon them and took them, the gunners running away.
During this charge a severe and incessant firing was kept up
on the left flank of the charging party and the loss from
killed and wounded was large. This firing came from the rebel
regiments (7th, 35th and 37thN.C.) at first concealed partly
by brush and by part of them being in a ravine. Meantime a
light breeze had sprung up and the fog was gradually lifting,
revealing to both parties their relative numbers.

Captain Walcott, Co. B and his men had drawn one of the
captured guns out of its embrasure, loaded it and turned it
on the enemy. The whole force of the enemy charged and Colonel
Clark, immediately seeing how greatly he was outnumbered,
commanded his men to spring over the parapet and retreat over
the outside of the work which they did. Not finding General
Reno to report to him the rebel situation inside the works
as revealed by his reconnaissance but finding Colonel Rodman
of the 4th R.I. and Colonel Hyland of the *th Conn. with
their regiments near and not engaged. Colonel Clark informed
them how things stood and urged them to re-enter the works
where he had entered them and take the enemy in flank. This
they did in all possible haste. About the same time General
Foster led the 25th Mass. to a charge upon the works in front
and the enemy broke and fled. it was in this affair that Dana
and several other enlisted men of the 21st were killed. At the
outset Lieut. Frazer A. Stearns, acting adjutant, who was
about to accompany Co. C., fell mortally wounded. General
Burnside gave the gun, turned on the enemy, to the 21st and
Colonel Clark with consent of all its officers gave it to
Amherst College, of which the Colonel was a professor and
Lieut. Stearns a student. At the college, in the hallway of
the chemical laboratory, enclosed in a glass case and bearing
a memorial of Lieut. Stearns and the name of Louis Dana of
Spencer and 17 others of the 21st, who were killed at Newbern,
stands a gun, a brass field piece manufactured at Chicopee, Ma,
for the United States government and stolen by the rebels at
Fort Macon, N.C. the inscription upon it being graven into the
brass at Chicopee by the orignial manufacturers. The names of
two other members of CO.C., though not from Spencer, are on
that gun, Thomas hurst of Leicester and William Williston of
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20.

21.

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
continued...

of New Bedford.

Many others of Co. C on this charge were wounded with
more or less severity. Three of them so seriously that their
recovery was unexpected but all of them lived and in time
got well. Their names were: Elixe Bouley od Spencer, Herbert
Claffey of Brookfield and Jeffrey Vail of Worcester. All
disabled for life, they were discharge for disability and their
names placed on the pension rolls.--Maj. Wm. T. Harlow.

DUVAL, Philip. Private in Co. H, 2nd Mass. Cav. Bootmaker,
23, single, Worcester. Enlisted 3-20 1863, mustered in
6-20-1863 and out 7-20-1865.

HURIE, Louis J.N.. Private in Co. C., 21st Mass Vols., shoe-.
maker, 24, married in Spencer. Enlisted 8-10-1861, mustered
in 8-23-1861, transferred to Co. I, 36th Mass. Vols.
Re-inlisted 1-1-1864, mustered in 1-2-1864, wounded 1-27-1864"
and wounded again 9-30-1864, transferred to CO.C, 56th Mass.
Vols., mustered out 7-12-1865.

JUNIER, Joseph. Private in Co. I, 4th Mass. Cavalry. Boot-
maker, 19, single, of Spencer. Enlisted 2-9-1864, mustered
in 2-18-1864 and out on 11-14-1865.

LADUE, Israel. Private in Co. K., 4th Mass. Cavalry. Boot-
maker, 20, married, of Spencer. Enlisted 2-12-1864, mustered
in 3-1-1864 and out 11-14-1865.

LAPLANTE, Frederick. Private in Co. G., unattached heavy
artillery. Carpenter, 21, single, of Spencer. Enlisted
7-10-1863, mustered in 10-20-1863 and out 9-18-1865 as a
Corporal.

LAPPELLE, Cassimere. Private in Co. C., 57th Mass. Vols.
Bootmaker, 26, of Spencer. Enlisted 3-26-1864, mustered in
4~6-1864. DESERTED Feb.l, 1865.

LAVONTE, David. Private in Co. C., 57th Mass. Vols., boot-
maker, 19, single of Spencer. Enlisted 2-2-1864, mustered
in 2-18-1864, discharged 6-23-1865.

LUCHAY, Abraham. Was born at Leicester on April 25, 1845,
wire drawer. He enlisted as a private-in Co. C., 57th Mass.
Vols., April 6, 1864, missing May 6, 1864 and supposed to
have been killed in the Battle of the Wilderness.

MARCELL, Andrew. Private, Co. K., 10th Mass. Vols., blacksmith
20, single, of Spencer. Enlisted June 14, 1861, mustered in
6-21-1861 and out 7-1-1864.

MARCELL, Moses. Private in CO. K, 4th Mass. Cavalry. Boot-

maker, 20, single, of Spencer. Enlisted 2-10-1864, mustered
in 3-1-1864, DESERTED 8-12-1865.
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SPENCER, MA. CIVIL WAR RECORDS
continued...

RASSETT, Henry. Private in Co. F, 42nd Mass. Vols. A
mechanic, 23, single, of Spencer. Enlisted 8-18-1862,
mustered in 9-30-1862, mustered out 8-20-1863.

RENO, John B. Private, Co. G, 25th Mass. Vols, bootmaker,
42, married, of Spencer. Enlisted 10-14, 1861. Died on
April 10, 1882 after a life of great suffering from bullet
wounds through his lung and was buried at St. Mary's
Cemetery.

RENO, Nelson. Son of John B.Reno, was born in Canada on
Dec.28, 1845 and enlisted Dec. 26, 1863 as a private in

Co. A, 4th Mass. Cavalry. He was on duty in the South with

77 others, was engaged in taking 400 head of cattle from
Millidgeville, Ga. to Jacksonville, Fla. When within 22

miles of their destination, they were attacked by a rebel
force with about 4 times their number of men. It became
necessary for our troops to have a rail fence removed from
their line of march and Michael Griffen now living in Spencer
and who had charge of our men did this at great risk of his
life and against the wishes of his troop, who every moment
expected to see him killed. He escaped, however, the rapid
fire of the enemy, unharmed. Reno was on his horse when a
bullet struck his hip and entered the groin. The wound was
such that the blood could not be stayed by appliances at

hand nor ‘could Reno maintain himself in the saddle. It was

a desperate situation for our men with the rebels pressing
hard on them in their rear and between the duties of caring
for themselves and the cattle was not much time to dress
wounds. The situation in regard to young Reno was this.

Either to leave him behind to die, fall into the hands of

the rebels or else strap him to his horse and take him along.
The latter course was decided upon. The troops reached
Jacksonville with their cattle in safety but poor Reno,

faint with the loss of blood and weak from the pain and the
hard ride of 22miles, was in an extremely exhausted condition.
He was taken to the hospital, where he died the next afternoon
Sept. 5, 1864, and he was buried nearby. He was a good soldier,
bright and quick and able to speak English but a very little.
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VITAL RECORDS for the TOWN of SPENCER, MASS.

BIRTHS, DEATHS, & MARRIAGES for 1914

10 JAN. 9I
2. 14,
3. lg'
4. 21,
5. 23,
60 23'
7. 23,
8. 29,
9. FEB.11,
10. 12'
11. 17,
120 22l
13. 23,
14. 26,
15. JUNE 1,
16. 2,
17. 3,
180 11'
190 14’
20. 23,

Compiled by Susan Paquette #369
(Births)
Peltier, Irene Goyette d/o Edward A. and Eva (Goyette).

Landroche, Beatrice Florida d/o0 Amedee & M. Delina
(Gagne) .

Girouard, Joseph Raoul s/o Alfred J. & Eveline R.
(Gaudette).

Devitto, Marie A. d/o Paul & Ida M. (Girouard)

Frigon, Louise Antonine d/o William H. & Rosaline
(Peloquin).

Cote, Frank and Florence c/o Albert & Anna (Suzor).

Gaucher, Arthur Norman s/o Charles L. & Albina
(Leblanc).

Martin, Eva Marie d/o Thomas J. & Eva (Laurent).

Santacroce, Nicholas Louis Jr. s/o Nicholas L.
and Mary V. (Langlois).

Laplante, Arthur Henry s/o Henri J. & Lydia
(Courtemanche).

Dufault, Marie Juliette d4/0 Edward H. & Antonine
(vandal).

Fitzpatrick, Raymond Leo s/o Leo E. & Phoebe May
(Blanchard).

Ethier, Andrew Delphis s/o Elphege D. & Emma Rose
(Frigon).

Lapierre, Marie Rose A. d/o Edgar J. & Rose Delina
(Bazinet).

Frigon, Marie Blanche d/o Frank & Sadie (Teroy).

Bousquet, Evelyn Rita d/o Joseph F. & Mabel A.
(Gallagher).

Allaire, Marie Lorette S. d/o Arthur L. & Mary Jane
(Paul).

Gaucher, Alfred Joseph s/o Albert C. & M. Corinne
(Lamothe).

Delisle, Irene May d/o William & Eva (Query).

Lacroix, Clare Pauline d/o0 Wm & Lydia (Lamothe).
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BIRTHS FOR SPENCER, MASS. .- 1914
continued...

21. June 30, DESROSIERS, Zoe L. Alphonsine d/o Henry H. &
Ida E. (Bouvier).

22. JULY 2, FRITZE, Marie Rita d/o Willie A. & Elozia A.
(Letendre).

23. 22, LESCAULT, Frank Alfred s/o Alfred F. & Leda
(Berard).
24. 22, COTE, Victor Albert s/o Wm J. & Eugenie (Suzor).

25. AUG. 6, JOLIE, Oswald William J. s/o George & Corinne E.
(Beaudin).

26. 12, COURNOYER, Rita Marie Madeline d/o Maurice &
Dora (Menard).

27. 17, DION, Dorila Irene d/o Napoleon & Malvina M.
(Lacoste.)

28. 21, CASSAVANT, Joseph Oliver R. s/o Henry H. & Alma M.
(Landroche).

29. 22, BLANCHARD, Priscilla Alden d/o0 Albert L. & Martha
(Putnam).

30. 31, QO'COIN, Gertrude Beatrice d/o Albert J. & Josephine
M. (Bouvier.)

31. SEPT.15, LAMOTHE, George Arthur s/o Joseph C. & Mary C.
(Lacoste).

32. 20, LAMOUREUX, M. Adrienne d/o Alphonse & M. Ida (Jette).
33. 21, SIBLEY, Myron Wm s/o Myron H. & Flora L. (LeBarron).
34. 25, GAGNE, M. Pauline d/o Alfred & Mary (DeMarco).

35. OCT. 2, L'HEUREUX, Arthur Joseph s/o Anastase & Reina
(Harpin).

36. 10, BERTHIAUME, Anna Loretta Jennie d/o Charles H. &
Anna (Chagnon).

37. 21. BERTHIAUME, Raymond Henry s/o Henry J. & Olivine
G. (White).

38. 28, HOUGHTON, Dorothy Demerise d/o Edmond B. & Emeline

Bouchard) .

39. NOV. 2, GODAIRE, Rita Emily d/o Joseph A. & Mary (Hyland).
40. 12, SNAY, Edmond s/o Edward J. & M. Beatrice (Belanger.)

41. 29, HUARD, Raymond Louis s/o Oliver & Angelina (Fecteau).
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IRTH RECORDS for SPENCER, MASS. - 1914

continued...

42. DEC. 5, THIBEAULT, Rita Jane d/o0 Wm A. & Delia (Ethier.)

43. 8, REMILLARD, Harold Theodore s/o Louis C. & Marie
L. (Cusson).

44, 12, ETHIER, Marie Rose d/o0 Octave & Delia (Amelotte)

45. 14, BERARD, Irene Doris d/o Napoleon J. & Irene
(Desrocher).

46. 18, WILLIAMS, Henry & George Henry ss/o Casper & Rose
(Berthiaume).

47. 21, BERTHIAUME,Armand Henri s/o Wm & Lida (Thibeault).

48. 24, TETREAULT, Joseph Bernard R. s/o Oscar E. & Laura
(Desautel).

49. 25, POITRAS, Rose Marie A. d/o Elzear & Delvina
: _(Braconnier).

50. FEB. 27, LEDOUX, Malvina Bernadette d/o Alfred & Philomen
(Kasky) .

51. MAR. 14, COLLETTE, Joseph Gilbert s/o George J. & Lillian
(0'Coin).

52. 27, Q0O'COIN, Blanche Evelyn d/o Alfred T. & Corinne
(Gaudette).

53. APR. 2, BRACONNIER, Richard Gabriel s/o Antoine & Jennie
(Lafreniere).

54. 4, SCULLY, Howard Francis s/o Patrick & Eva E.

(Bissonette).

55. 12, PELTIER, Myrtle Mary d/o Adelard J. & Margaret
(Mahoney).

56. 12, BEAUREGARD, Esther Pearl d/o Onesime & Maud V.
(Alarie).

57. 13, PLOUFFE, Marie Etta d/o Leon & Valentine (Gagne).
58. 16, KING, M. Elsie d/o Amedee J. & Anna (Gosler).

59. 22, BENOIT, M. Rachel Blanche d/o Arthur A. & Laetitia
(Fredette).

60. 24, BEJUNE, Homer F. s/o Homer F. & Mary H. (Reed).

61. 29, ETHIER, Alexina V. d/o Henry & Jennie D. (Beauregard).
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BIRTH RECORDS for SPENCER, MASS. for 1914
conclusion... ‘

62. MAY 2, ALLAIRE, Henry Norman s/o Emile F. & Delia
(Berthiaume).

63. 3, LAMOUREUX, M. Pauline C. d/o Hector & Cora
(Champigny).

64. 3, GIARD, Laura Corinne Marie d/o0 William & Lydia S.
(Beaudin).

65. 3, DUHAMEL, Marjorie Leonitine Marie d/o Aime 0. &
(Rose Alma (Collette).

MARRIAGES for SPENCER for 1914

1. JAN. 5, O®CONNOR, Martin W. to LARUE, Lydia L. both
of Spencer.

2. FEB. 23, THIBEAULT, Henry Jr. to GIRARD, Rose H. both of
Spencer.

3. APR. 14, BOUCHER, Emile Charles to DUCLOS, Donalda Lorrain
both of Spencer.

4. 18, BOSSE, Samuel Jr. to BEAUDREAU, Regina (Denis).
Both of Spencer.

5. 27, L'HEUREUX, Alfred L. of Spencer to DELUDE, Sylvia
Florence of N. Brookfield.

6. 27, BERNARD, Eric to CARTIER, Victoria B. both of Spencer.

7. MAY 6, BERTHIAUME, Henry J. to WHITE, Olivine Gertrude
both of Spencer.

8. 16, HUTCH, George F. of Marlboro to DEMERS, Anna D.
of Spencer.

9. 27, HATSTAT, James L. to ST. GERMAIN , Laura May both
of Spencer.

10. JUNE 22, DEMERS, Louis to BERTHIAUME, Ellen, both of Spencer.

11. 24, CUNNINGHAM, Harry to FECTEAU, Cora M. both of
Spencer.

12, 29, ETHIER, Henry O. of Spencer to LANGLOIS, Maud of
Brookfield.

13. AUG. 31, TRAHAN, Aldai J. to BEDARD, Adeline R. both of
Spencer.

14. SEPT. 7, LEBLANC , Joseph M. of Spencer to GREGOIRE, Rose
Alma of Worcester.



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21 5

22,

OCT. 4,

7,

12f

20]l

26'

NOV.11,
DEC.21,

28,

MARRIAGES

for SPENCER, MASS.for 1914

LAPRADE,

continued...

Paul of Spencer to RUNIDUE, Anna (Brusstar)

of Oakland, California.

LESSER, Joseph A. of Worcester to BLACK, Georie L.

(Peletier) of Spencer.

BERCUME, John B. of Spencer to WEST, Elizabeth (Menard).

of Oxford.

COLLETTE,

ST. GERMAIN, Raymond to ALLAIRE,

Napoleon J. to GREGOQOIRE, Octavia Marie,
both of Spencer.

of Spencer.

Clothilda 1Ida,

HOULE, Hector to GAGNON, Delia both of Spencer.

BERTHTAUME, William to THIBEAULT,Lydia both of Spencer.

BERCUME,
Spencer.

Frank N. to COMEAULT, Louise M. both of

Severances celebrate 50th

Mary and Artemus Severance of Old Town, formerly of
Torrington and Dayville, celebrated their 50th anniversary
Aug. 14, with an Open House at the Masonic Hall in

- Torrington. Mary and Artemus were married Aug. 15, 1943, at
" the Church of God in Prentiss, Maine. The Rev. Charles

McNevans officiated. The couple lived for many years in
Torrington and Holden before moving to Dayville, where they
both retired from Glass Containers Corp. The Open House
was given by their children and their sons- and daughters-in-
law, Joyce and William Costain of Old Town, Floyd and Linda
Severance of Torrington, Roger and Monica Severance of
Addison, and Marilyn and Richard DuVerger of Dayville.
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DEATH RECORDS for 1914 for SPENCER, MASS.

PELLETIER, Etta (Thuotte) - uremia - 28yrs.
JALBERT, Emma (Graveline) - heart disease-41 yrs.
BOUFFORD, Marie (Cadorette) - heart disease- 92yrs.
PONTBRIAND, Damase - consumption - 29 yrs.

COTE, Frank - congenital debility - 6days.

DEMERS, Arthur P. consumption - 26 yrs.

RIVET, Edward - pul. tuberculosis - 67yrs.

JETTE, Edmond - consumption - 42yrs.

ARSENAULT, Geneva (Mahew) - cerebral hemorrhage -64yrs.
LAFLECHE, Louise - cerebral hemorrhage - 57yrs.
CHRETIEN, Philomene - ulcer of stomach - 74yrs.
BEAUREGARD, Pearl D. - premature birth - 18days.
RICHARD, Florida (Delisle) - epilepsy - 34yrs.
-MAHEU, Joseph - heart disease - 89 yrs.

CARDINAL, Raphael - cerebral hemorrhage - 72 yrs.
PONTBRIAND, Philomene - cerebral hemorrhage -70yrs.
MAURAND, Gideon - edema of lungs - 72 yrs.

GOUIN, Mary R. - hydrocephalus - 7months.

LEDQUX, Celina - carcinoma of intestines - 52 yrs.
GREGOIRE, Albina - pul. tuberculosis - 36yrs.
BUISSON, Theotise - cancer of stomach - 66yrs.
LAVALLEE, Julia D. - cerebral hemorrhage - 66yrs.
LAMOTHE, Victor - heart disease - 68yrs.

FAVREAU, Frank - heart disease - 70yrs.

BLANCHARD, Arthur H. - colitis - lkyrs.

TREMBLY, Elise - cancer of stomach - 64yrs.

MARTIN, Edmund - broncho pneumonia - 4m. 25d.

ST.GERMAIN, Frank - meningitis - 4yrs.
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DEATH RECORDS for 1914 for SPENCER, MASS.

continued...

29. OCT. 10, BLANCHARD, Emily B. - colitis - 30yrs.

30. 22, COURNOYER, Marie (Benoit) - mitral regurgitation -
42years old.

31. DEC. 2, POTVIN, Maria A. - pul. tuberculosis - 19yrs.

Joseph and Edna (Szmist) Lavallee were the guests of
honor at a surprise celebration held in honor of their 50th
wedding anniversary. They were married Aug. 28, 1943, in St.
James Church, Danielson. Best man was Charles Lavallee,
brother of the bridegroom; and matron of honor was Caroline
Szmist Luczak, sister of the bride. The celebration, given by
their daughter and family members, was held at the Knights
of Columbus in Danielson Aug. 28, 1993. About 100 family
members and friends attended from Connecticut,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Maine and New York. Father
Joe of St. James Church officiated at a renewal of their wed-
ding vows held that day at the K of C. Mrs. Lavallee received
a new wedding band from her husband and a diamond ring
from her family and friends. The couple has one daughter,
Carolyn Hopkins of Pomfret Center, and two grandchildren.
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FRANCO-AMERICANS
of
WINDHAM COUNTY,CONNECTICUT

PAUL MARROTTE.

Paul Marrotte, who throughout his entire life has been identified with industria]
and manufacturing interests in New England, has since 1899 been assistant overseer in
the mills of the Wauregan Company and he makes his home upon a farm in the town
of Brooklyn. He was born at 3t. Mary, in the province of Quebec. Canada, March 2¢,
1867, his parents being Peter and Cordelia (Treado) Marrotte. The father was also a
native of St. Mary and in young manhood learned the carpenter’s trade, which he
followed in connection with farming. He was thus employed for several vears and
later digposed of his farm and came to the United States in 1874, settling in Ballouville,
Connecticut, where he worked in the Ballou Mills for eight years. On leaving that
place he went with his family to Willimantic, Connecticut, and again engaged in carpen-
tering, there spending his remainipg days. He met death in a railroad accident April 29,
1800. His widow survives and resides with her daughter, Mrs. Florina Lamour, in
Willimantic. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Marrotte there were seventeen children,
of whom eleven are yet living: Peter, Joseph, George, Paul, Arthar, Denslow, Delia,
Alexander, Louis, Henry and Florina.

In the schools of Ballouville, Paul Marrotte pursued his education and when his
textbooks were put aside he began providing for his own support by working in the
mills of that city. There he was employed until the family removed to Willimantic,
where he again secured work in the cotton mills. He was afterward eugaged in
carpentering for two years and then went to Wauregan, Connecticut, where he entered
the employ of the Wauregan Company in 1895, becoming connected with the spinning
“department, In 1899 he was made assistant overseer and still occupies this position.
On the 9th of October, 1911, he purchased a farm in the town of Brooklyn, known as
the Dorance place, and thereon has since made his home. having forty-five acres of
land which is devoted to gemeral farming and dairying, his son remaining upon the
place and continuing its cultivation, .

Mr. Marrotte was married at Willimantie, Connecticut, September 25. 1889, to
Miss Eleanor Charpentier, a daughter of Charies and Philomene (Martell) Charpentier,
who were natives of the province of Quebec. To Mr. and Mrs. Marrotte have been born
five children: Edward, upon the farm; Norris, who married Alexina Bousquet, of
Danielson, and is proprietor of a shoe store; Nelson, who married Esther Burgstrom:
Freeman, who carries on the home farm for his father, an¢ Lilllan R., the wite of
John Turner, a mill man of Central Village.

The religious faith of the family is that of the Catholic church and in political
belief Mr. Marrotte is a republican, giving stalwart allegiance to the party. He has
worked diligently as the years have passed and his farm property is the visible evi-
dence of his thrift and Industry. : ‘

Saurce:

Windham County History
By Lincoln

Submitted by

Edwin R. Ledogar # 343
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FRANCO- AMERICANS
of
WINDHAM COUNTY, CONNECTICUT

JOSEPH MARTIN.

Joseph Martin, who since April. 1912, has been connected with the Connectiene
Miils at Danielson and now occupies the position of overseer in the weaving depare.
ment, early received the initial training which has brought him to his present re-
sponsible position. Mr. Martin comes to Comnecticut from the middle west, for he
is a native of Ear! Park. Indiana, his birth having there occurred August 15, 1880,
His parents, Peter and Saleme (Lucier) Martin, were both natives of Quebec, Canada.
The mother died in Indiana in 1884 and the father is now living with his son Joseph
in Danielson. He was educated In the schools of Quebec and afterward learned the
blacksmith’s trade, which he followed there until tweaty-four years of age, when he
came to the Unfted States, settling in Indiana, where he again worked at his trade,

. Subsequent!y he removed to western Massachusetts, sett!ing near the Connecticut line,
in the town of Willilamstown, and finally he became a resident of Damielson, where he
continued to engage in blacksmithing until he put aside active business cares. He
is now living retired. To him and his wife were born ten children, of whom five are
yet living: Nora, Carrie. Henry, Alphonse and Joseph.

The last named obtained his early education in Massachusetts and later pursued
a three years’ course in the Varannes College. He then went to Willlamstown, )Masss-
chusetts, where he obtained a sttuation in the weaving department of the Houghton
Mills, there learning the trade and remaining in that establishment for about twelve
years, during which time he became an expert weaver. After leaving Williamstown he
went to Easthampton, Massachusetts, where he engaged in weaving tire duck. He like
wise became a loom fixer and was employed at that place for about seven and a half
years. Early in 1912 he left Easthampton and in April came to Danielson. where he
accepted a position in the Connecticut Mills as second hand in the weaving department.
acting in that capacity until he was promoted to overseer of the department. He has
filled the latter position to the present time, his eficiency and capability being at-
tested by the fact that he has remained with this corporation continuously for eight
Years.

In Danijelson, on the S5th of May, 1914. Mr. Martin was married to Miss Clars
Perreault, of Oakdale, Massachusetts, a daughter of Medard and Exemia (Morin) Per-
reault, the latter a sister of Amos Morin, superintendent of the Connecticut Milla. Mr.
and Mrs. Martin have three children: Orare, who was born in Danielson, March 8
1916: Levette, born December 29, 1916; and Herman, June 8, 1918. The family are
communicants of St. James Roman Catholic church of Danielson and Mr., Martin be-
longs to the Union St. Jean the Baptiste Society. He i3 likewise a member of the Red
Men and of the Franco-American Society. His political alleglance is givea to the
republican party, which he has supported since attaining his mafority. His acttvity.
however, has never been in the line of office holding but {n the direct path of his chosen
business activity. and his advancement has been the direct outcome of his persistency
of purpose, his faithfuiness and his highly developed skill.

Source:

Windham Co. History
by Lincoln

Submitted by:

Edwin R. Ledogar # 343
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FRANCO-AMERICANS
of
WINDHAM COUNTY.CONNECTICUT

. AIME J. MARTINEAU.

Aime J. Martineau, a furniture dealer and undertaker of Willimantic, was born in
Quebec, Canada, February 22, 1881, his parents being Tellesphore J. and Julia (Lamon-
tagne) Martineau, who are still residents of Quebec. The son acquired a public school
education in his native city and afterward attended Levis College at Point Levis.
Canada. There he pursued anm academic codrse and while in that school he won &
scholarship for meritorious work and was enabled to secure six months’ business
training with his scholarship. Starting in the business world, his first work was for
the Canadian government in coacnection with its greenhouse and florist department.
He devoted four years to activity of that character and thoroughly acquainted himself
with the business. In 1900 ke became a residemt of Willimantic, Connecticut, where
he accepted a clerkship in the store of H. E. Remington. with whom he remained fot
five years. This was one of the large clothing establishments of the city and Mr.
Martineau proved an able assistant in the conduct of the business. He afterward
became connected with a grocery gtore, which enabled him to engage in both inside and
outside work, for at times he assisted in clerking and also in delivering. He continued
in that position for four years, during which he carefully saved his earmings until his
economy and industry had brought to him sufficient capital to enable him to embark in
other lines. He pursued a course in the Barmes Schicol of Embalming and Science
of Anatomy College in New York city, trom which he was graduated in 1910, after
which he passed the required examinations in Connecticut and began business at
Willimantic as an undertaker. He prospered in the business and afterward purchased
property at his present location, at which time he opened his furniture store, carrying

s full and well selected line of furniture, stoves and other household furnishings. He
pas 8 very fine store and an extensive stock of goods, his establishment being thor-
oughly modern in every way, and be now enjoys & very liberal patronage. He has
closely applied himsaelf, never taking 2 waeation, and his business is pow ip a8 most
fiourishiug condition, his large trade bringing to him e gratifying annual income.

On the 18t of June, 1802, Mr. Martineau was .Mmarried to Miss Alphonsine Bacon, a
dsugbter of Napoleon Bacon, one of the foremost French Canadians wbo became resi-
dents of Conpecticut. Mr. Bacon is pow deceased. Mrs. Martineau was born in Willi-
mantic, February 26, 1884, and she assists her busband in the business. Both are
members of the Council Union and of St. Jean le Baptiste and Mr. Martineau is captain
of the team in the latler organization. Ris wife is also connected with the Ladies’
St. Anne's Society. They are both members of St. Mary's Roman Catbolic church and
Mr. Martineau is advocate of the Naturalizatior Club and assistant secretary of the
Frebch Society. He was twice presidemt of the Franco-American Brigade of the New
England states, comprising three thousand members, was secretary for one term and
brigadier gemeral for two terms. He also was captain of Guard Florimond of Willi-
mantic, the jocal department of the Franco-American Brigade. He belongs to the board
of trade, is ap independent voter and is a director of the United Charities. These associa-
tione indicate the variety and nature of his interests. He stands for all that has to do
with public progress, with individua) benefit and with & recognition of one's responsi-
bilities to one's fellow men. His record in business should serve to inspire and encourage
others, showing what may be accomplished through personal effort, as he started out in
life independently and has worked his way upward, reaching a most creditable and en-
viable position in business circles.

Windham County History
By Lincoln

Submitied by

Edwin R Ledogar # 343
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FRANCO- AMERICANS
of
WINDHAM COUNTY, CONNECTICUT

ARTHUR VICTOR MATHIEU.

Arthur Victor Mathieu, who is & partner in the largest grocery store in Piainfield
and is pumbered among the most enterprising and progressive business men of the
community, was born in Versailles, Connecticut, March 21, 1885, a son of Charles and
Julia (La Rock) Mathieu. The father was s native of Woonsocket, Rhode Island,
where he was reared and educated. Starting out in the business world, he became con-
necled with the cotton mills, working in the spooling department for a time. Later -
be removed his family to Versailles, where he resided for several years, snd was
again employed in the cotion mills. In 1883 he took up his abode in Danijelson, where
he has since remalned. For some time he worked in the spooling department of the
Quinebaug mill but is now living retired, enjoying in well earned rest the fruits of his
former tofl. To him and his wife were born twelve children: Frank, who married Alice
Blanchard, of Danielson, and is a merchant of New Bedford, Massachusetts; William,
who wedded Rose Sarosin and ie 8 millman of Danfelson; John, who is a millman of
Dayville, Connecticut, and married Emma Metty, of Danielson; Frederick, who is em-
ployed in the mills in Putnam and who married Delia Bedard, of Danielson, and after
her death wedded Albena Cloutier, of Putoam; Hattle, the wife of William Pickett,
formerly of Danieclson but now foreman of the public market at Brockton, Massachg-
sets;; George. who is & millman and resides with hie parems; Albert J., who {5 in°part-
nership with his brother Artbur at Plainfield, Connpecticut, the latter being the eighth
in order of birth in the family; Nellie, who is the wife of George Fogerty, of Boston,
who {5 8 mason by trade; and Julia, Dora and Adelard, all at home. The 1ast named
served in the Medical Corps during the World war.

Arthur V. Mathieu spent the days of his boyhood end youth in Danielson, where
he attended the parochial school.” He started out in the business world as an employe
in the carding department of the Quinebaug mill, with which he was copnected for a
year. He was afterward employed by the Singer Bewing Machine Company, with of-
Bces in Danielson, and subseguently be went to Stamford, Connecticut, where he acted
as salesman for ten-years. In 1914 he became associated with his brother, Albert Joseph,
in establishing a grocery store in Plainfield, which they have since conducted, hav-
ing now been numbered among the merchants of the city for six years. They bave
the largest store in the town and are most progressive in their methods. They carry
3 large and carefully selected line of staple and fancy groceries and in fact their store
includes everything that the best markels afford. They are thoroughly reliable as well
4s enterprising in all of their dealings, and their success fs the merited rewara of
their persistency of purpose and business capability.

On the 4th of Ociober, 1916, Mr. Mathiev wae united in marriage to Miss Mary Jane
Millett, of Central Village, Connecticut, a daughter of Patrick and Lena (Cournoyer)
Mfllett. Tbey hsve become the parents of two children, Beatrice and Irene, both
at home.

The religious faith of the tamily is that of the Catholic church. Politically u,,
Mathieu s & republican but without ambition for office yet never neglectful of the
duties and obligations of citizenship. He concentrates his efforts and attention, hgy.
ever, upon his business affairas and. actuated by a spirit of progressiveness, has made tor
himself a most creditable place in the commercial circles of Plainfield.

Source:

Windham Co. History
by Lincoin

Submitted by:

Edwin R. Ledogar ¥ 343
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FRANCO- AMERICANS
of
WINDHAM COUNTY, CONNECTICUT

REYV. JOHN CHARLES MATHIEU.

Rev. John Cbarles Mathieu, pastor of the Sacred Heart church at Wauregan, Con-
hecticut. was born at St. Prime. in the province of Quebec, Canada, April 11, 18§), a
son of John B. and Obeline (Robertson) Mathieu. The father's birth occurred at Ange
Gardien, Quebec, Canada, where be was reared and educated and where for some time
he occupied the position of government fish inspector. Be made his home in Quebec
during & considerable period and alsoc lived for a time at Biddetord, Maine. Ip 1892
be removed to Hartford, Connecticut, with bis family and there was employed as a
wooden box maker in a factory. He died in Hartford in 1906. His wife, who was
born on the Isle of Orleans, in the province of Quebec, also passed away in Hartford.

Their son, Rev. Jobn Cbarles Mathien, pursued his early education in the distriet
8choolr of his pative town to the age of ten years, when the family home was estab-
Mshed in Hartford, Connecticut, where be attended the parochial school of St. Joseph's
Cathedral. He was there graduated and afterward entered St. Thomas Seminary
at Hartford, in which be completed his course by graduation with the class of 1802.
Later he artended the Grand Seminary at Montreal, Canada, for two years, pursuing &
course in philosopby, and subseguently be matriculated in St. John's Beminary at
Brighton, Massachueetts, where he took & three-year course in theology. He war or-
dained to the priesthood at Hartford. Connecticut. May 26, 1807, and his first assign-
tent made bim assistant to Father J. H. Broderick, the pastor of All Hallows church
8t Moosup, Comnecticut. There bhe remained for six vears and in May, 1913, was as-
8igned 10 the pastorate of the Chureh of the Sacred Heart at Wauregan, where be still
Femaips. He bae done effective work in the upbuilding of the church and the extension
of its infiuence and be 15 also hesd of tbe Sacred Heart parochia) school, which is
coanducted by the Sisters of the Holy Ghost and has an attendance of two hundreq an
ten puplls. The school buildings are thoroughly modern ia equipment and the sch,
is being most successtully conducted. [t has spacious grounds and Bge surroundip
and the carriculum is that of the public schools. =

Father Mathieu also takes an intereat {n civic affairs of the village and in poiyyy,
maintains sp independent course. He belougs to Union St. John the Baptiat Socy oy
of Wauregan, of which he is the chaplain, and he is also the chaplain of the Knighy,
of Coiumbus at Wauregan. He is a very popular and lovable man and his admin(su-:,
tion of the affairs of the Sacred Heart church and school has been very successful,
has made meny improvements in the school and is greatly interested in the woltapy
of the children.

Source:

Windham Co. History
by Lincoin

Submitted by:

Edwin R. Ledogar ¥ 343
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FRANCO- AMERICANS
of
WINDHAM COUNTY, CONNECTICUT

ROMEO MAYNARD.

Romeo Maynard, engaged in the bakerv business at Wauregan, was born in L'Ange
Gardien parish, Rouville county. Quebec, Canada, September 18, 1892, and is 8 son of
Donz and Sophie (Bombardier) Maynard, who were also natives of Quebec. Tbe father
war educated in Catholic schools there and afterward took up the occupation of farming.
which be followed for a number of years in Canada. ln 1895 he removed his family
10 Wauregan, in the town of Plainfield, Windham county, and entered the employ of the
Wauregap Company. there rewaining his residence untf] his death, whichb occurred De-
cember 1, 1817. He had for eight years survived his wife, who died in 1905. They were
parents of tep children.

Romeo Maynsrd, who was the sixth of the family, was reared and eduvcated at
Wauregan, attending the public schools, and later was employed at various places as
he made his initial steps i the business world. 1n 1807 he began learning the bakery
business with the firm of Blanchard & Jacques at Wauregan, after which he worked
along that line in the employ of others until March 11, 1916, and then purchased the
bakery business of Camiel Lague at Wauregan. He has since owned this business in
connection with Josepb Brodeur as an egual partner. They have built up a trade
of very gratifying proportions and their undertaking is now proving a profitable one.

On the 7th of September, 1915, Mr. Maynard was married to Miss Merence Plantier,
of Wauregan, a daughter of Moses and Eglae Plantier, who were natives of New York
swate. Mr. and Mrs. Maynard have become parents of three children: Ellen V., Low-
rence M. and Ernest R., all born in Wauregan.

The religious faith of the family is that of the Catholic church and in politica)
belief Mr. Maynard is & republican. He does noi .take active part in politicc as ap
ofice seeker, however, but concentrates his efforts and attention upon hie business and
in this connection i winning a substantial trade.

Source:

Windham Co. History
by Lincoln

Submitted by:

Edwin R. Ledogar # 343
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FRANCO- AMERICANS
of
WINDHAM COUNTY, CONNECTICUT

LEON NAPOLEON MERCIER.

Leon Napoleon Mercier, general manager of the clothing department in the Mercier
store at Plainfield, was born in Taftville, Connecticut, August 20, 1881, a son of
Napoleon and Mary Agnes (Mann) Mercier. The tather was a aative of the province
of Quebec. Canada, and when a child accompanied his parents on their removal to
Indian Orchard, Massachusetts, while later he established his home in Tattville, Con-
necticut, where he worked in the cotton mills for a number of years. He afterward
became a resident of Plainfield, where he is now employed as a weaver in the Lawton
Mills. He was married in Taftville in 1880 to Mary Agnes Mann and they became the
parents of three children: Leon Napoleon; Edmond Louis, who wedded Marilda Juneau,
of Norwich, Connecticut; and Isidore Wilfred, who married Exina Mary Caronm, of
Taftville, ’

At the usual age Leon N. Mercier became a public school pupil at Taftville and,
after completing his studies, started out in the business world. He was employed in
cotton milis for two years and next secured a situation with the Reld & Hughes Company,
in the clothing department of their store. When he left that establishment he went
to Hartford, Connecticut, where for a number of years he was employed by the firm of
Brown & Thomson, becoming assistant buyer in the drapery department. He gext
worked for Porteous & Mitchell for a number of years, represeating that house as
assistant buyer of the carpet department., When he left that position he removed to
Plainfield and entered the employ of his brather, Edmond Mercier, who had established
a drug store and who later extended the scope of his business by the establishment of
a clothing department, of which L. N. Mercier was given full charge as general manager.
He is now {n control ot this branch ot the business and has made it a paying concern.

Mr. Mercier was united in marriage to Miss Eva Pageau, of Willimantic, and they
have become the parents ot three children: Hector, deceased; Eneas E.; and Richard W.

In his political views Mr. Mercier is a democrat and i8 a recognized leader in
party ranks in his section of the state. He has served as tax collector of the town
of Plainfield and his tellow citizens, appreciating his worth and ability, called him
to represent his district in the state legislature in 1919, so that he is mow a member
of the Counecticut genoral assembly. He holds to the religious faith of his family—
that of the Catholic church.

Source:

Windham Co. History
by Lincoin

Submitted by:

Edwin R. Ledogar # 343
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Franco-Americans
of
Windham Co. Ct.

MARC P. MESSIER Sr.

Marc P. Messier was born 19 Nov.1940 in Oneco,Ct. Son of
Isadore and Aurise (Theroux)Messier,On 24 Nov.1960 he
married Anne Marie Caristo daughter of Richard and Myrtle
(Reynolds) Caristo born 228 Septemper 1944 in Medford,Mass.
Mr. Messier was the General manager of Sherman Ford Inc. of
Lisbon Ct. for the past 21 years, prior to that he worked
for Kaman Aerospace as a Transmission mechanic at Moosup Ct.
He was an accomplished drummer with Ed Ledogar and the Hi-
Tones Orchestra and later with the Joe Champagne Trio. He
was very involved with All Hallows Church and School of
Moosup, having served as President of the school board and
home/school association for many years.Mr Messier was a
communicant of All Hallows Church and was Chairman of the
All Hallows annual festivals and many of its special events.
He was also a member of All Hallows Council of Knights of
Columbus # 270, and member of the Jaycees of Plainfield.

He served as President of the development Fund for the
Academy of the Holy Family of Baltic,Ct. Marc and Anne Marie
had three sons Marc Jr.,Richard E., and Christopher H. and
three daughter Dawn Pettigrew of Central Village,Heidi
Fontaine of Moosup, and Danielle Messier.Marc passed away on

9 Nov.1991 at Day Kimball Hospital, in Putnam Ct. In
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addition to his immediate family, he is survived by a

brother Maurice Messier of GBreenville S. C.

In Loving Memory of

Marc P.Messien,Sx.

1940-1991
RESURRECTION PRAYER

MOST merciful Father, we
commend our departed into
your hands. We are filled with
the sure hope that our departed
will rise again on the Last Day
with all who have died in Christ,
We thank you for all the good
Lthings you have given during
our departed’s earthly life.
Father, in your great mercy,
| accept our prayer that the Gates
f of Paradise may be opened for
! your servant. In our turn, may
we too be comforted by the
words of faith until we greet
Christ in glory and are united
with you and our departed.
Through Christ our Lord,
Amen,
DOUGHERTY BROTHERS
MOQSUP - PLAINFIELD
CONNECTICUT
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Queries:

Looking for birthplace of Emma Mary Doyon, born on 03 October,
1868. She was the daughter of Magloire Doyon and Marie Restitute
LaCroix, who were married at St. Victor, Tring, Beauce County,
P.Q. on 18 May, 1858.She married Xavier Henri Cyr 01 June, 1889
in Jewett City, Ct..Church of the Rosary.

Also looking for where and when Magloire Doyon died--he was
born in Tring, Beauce County, P.Q. 08 May, 1831.

I am also looking for where and when Pierre Cyr and his wife,
Adele Marchand, died. He was possibly born in Becancour, Nicolet
County, P.Q. (when???); Adele Marchand was born in Nicolet,
Nicolet County, P.Q. 20 February, 1828. They were married 04
October, 1854 in Nicolet.

Please address all replies to: Estelle Lefrancois #705

135 East Middle Tpke.
. Manchester, Ct. 06040
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Books on Microfiche

* inexpensive (only $3.00 per fiche) |

* space saving (You can fit over 100 books in a shoe box.)

* convenient (You can study the fiche, leave them in your reader and
come back to them whenever you like.)

I€'s a great

NEW FICHE

553 CT Maple Loaf, Vi #1
§54 CT Maplo Leat, V1 #2
555 CT Maple Leat, V1 #3
556 CT Maple Loat, V1 #4

557 CT Maplo Leaf, V2 #1
558 CT Maple Leaf, V2 #2
559 CT Maple Leat, V2 #3
560 CT Maple Loat, V2 #4

495 Vital Rec. from “Historical Collections
Relating to the Town of Salisbury,
Litchfield, CT, V 1 1730-1767". $3.00.

573 Ammorial Du_(of) Canada Francais
(French), by E.E. Massicotte & Regis
Roy, pub. 1918, Time od 1597
to 1916, indexed, 149
WRII'IEN IN FRENCH.
illustrations of the coats of arms for
the French nobility, Canadian
nobility, the French Canadian
Baronets - Lieutenant and
Governeurs of the Province of
Quebec.  Family information is
given with each coat of arms
llustrated. $9.00.

574 Register of Branches of Spencer &
Gledhill Lineage in Yeorkshire and in the
USA (1719-1980), by Robert A
Spencer, pub. 1981. $3.00.

575 Sexton Returns for the Town of Kiilingly
Connecticut 1885-1949, by Edwin
Richard Ledogar, pub. 1993. $9.00

576 CT, "Ancient Burial Records of Stafford
Springs, CT 1735-1940°, by Killingly
Historical Soc., Killingly, CT, Pub. 1993.
Contains the following cemeteries:
Stafford Springs, Belcher’s, Old Stafford
Village, O!d Ceme. (Stafford Street),
New Ceme. (Hampden Road), and
Dimick Ceme.. $3.00

577 CT Windham Co. ‘"Westfield
Congregational Church Rec., Danieison,
CT, Bap., Marr., Deaths, 1801-1843", by
Edwin R. Ledogar, Pub. 1993, $3.00.

578 Pelletier's of Danielson, Kiliingly,
Windham Co., CT and Eloi Pelletier of
Brosolettes, Tourouvre, France, His
Descendants 1588-1992, by Edwin

Richard Ledogar of

SEEEEEEE

Free copy of catalog on fiche with order. Minimum order is $6.00. Send a list of your counties of interest. As microfiche becomes

Dayville, CT, pub. 1992, $6.00

CONNECTICUT
12 CT, Hartford Co., Wethersfield bm.d,
1630-1720. $3.00

548 CT "Pub. Rec. of the Colony of CT from
1636-65, V 1°. Has Probate Rec.. $21.

228 CT *Pub. Rec. of the Colony of CT from

1751-57, V10". Has probate rec.. $15.

229 CT "Pub. Rec. of the of CT from
1762-67, V12". Has probate rec. $15.

71 CT Hartford Town Record of bm,d 1639-
about 1750, 50 pages; Windsor Town
record of md & d 1640-1835, 28
pages. Orig. pub. in NE Gen. & Hist.
Reg. Indexed. $3.00

13 CT Farmington Church rec. 1652-78, $3.

400 CT *Births, Marriages & Deaths retumed

:gm Mgnd& %& Falrﬂeg
m early rec. Colony

CT 1640-1724", by Weller. index. $3.

325 History (#552 Index, $3.00). "History of
Middlesex Co., CT with Blo. sketches
of its Prominent Men®, by Beers and
Co., Pub. 1884. $30.00.

547 CT Montville. "History of Montville, CT
Formerdy the North Parish of New

London from 1640-1896°, by Baker,

lF;‘uc'b. 1896. Many genealogles,
MASSACHUSETTS

335 MA. Amesbury bym,d 1668-1850, $21.00

233 MA Andover Vital Rec. 1649-1850, $9.00

30 MA, Bamnstable Settlers 1640-1748. $3.

544 °Genealogical Notes of Bamstable
Families, Being a Reprint of the Amos
Otis Papers Originally Published in the
Bamstable Patriot, Vol. 1°, Pub. 1888
by Swift. $21.00. (Excellent)

31 MA, Boston Rec. of bm,d 1630-62, $3.

35 MA Bristol Co. b,m,d 1630-1662. $3.00.

530 MA "Mariages, Deaths & Admissions to
the Church & Dismissals, Transcribed
from Church Records (First Church, S.
Parish, Episcopal Church and the First
Congregational Ch.) in Dedham, MA,
1638-1845," Pub. 1888 by Hill. $12.

21 MA Essex Cemeteries 1688-1838, $3.00.

287-289 MA Essex “Old Families of Sallsbury
& Amesbury, 1539-1812° by Hoyt. V1

available for your counties, you will receive a "New Fiche List".

Ancestor Publishers, PO Box 682 CML93, Arvada, CO 80001
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way €to 0o research !

#2687 - $9.00; V2 #288 - $12.00; V3
#289 - $6.00.

37 MA Essex Co. b,m,d 1630-1795, $3.00
38 MA Essex Co. Church Rec. 1688-1808, $3
546 MA 'I-iistug‘ry of the Town of1Hing1ham.

Pub. 1827, by Lincoln. ss.oom s
29 MA Middlesex b,m,d 1630-1750, $3.00
28 MA Norfolk Early Settiers 1630-1720, $3
317 MA Newburyport, births, 1764-1840, $15.
41 MA Norfolk b,m.d 1630-1744, $3.00
527 MA Salem Births A-L, 1631-1849, $21.

26 MA Suffolk County Will Abstracts 1639-
1656, $3.00

498-501 MA Wobum Vital Records to 1850.
Births #498, $9.00; Deaths #499,
$9.00; Marriages #500, $12.00 and
#501 Cemetery, $6.00.

MARYLAND

314 MD Dorchester Co. Marriage License
Records 1780-1855, $6.00

NEW YORK

170 NY "Contributions to the Hist. of Ancient
Families of New Amsterdam & NY -
1633-1881°, by Edwin R. Purple. $3.00

8§29 NY “New Amsterdam and lts People,
1626-1902,°, by J. H. Innes. $15.00.

191 NY Kings Co. "Reg. in Alphabetical
Order of Early Settlars to 1700° by
Bergen. $12.00.

462 NY NYC Wills V 1, 1665-1707, $18.00.

PENNSYLVANIA

7 PA Bedford Co. Wills 1771-1819, $3.00

420 PA Berks, Hist section of "Hist & Bio.
Annals, V1°, Pub. 1909 by Beers, $15.

421 PA Berks, Bio. section of "Hist. & Bio.
Annals, V1", Pub. 1909 by Beers, $24.00

311 PA Northumberland Co. Wills 1774-
1813, $6.00

445 Philadelphia 1837 City Dir., $15.00.

292 PA Susquehanna Co. Marr. & Deaths
from Newspapers, 1816-1849, $6.00

VIRGINIA

486 VA Tax Payers 1762-1787, by Pothergill,
a good census substitute. $6.00.
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NEW MEMRERS

CHAMPAGNEY, THOMAS/CATHERINE DEVINE, 41 HAYES RD, TARIFFVILLE CT 04081

~ SHERMAN, BRUCE LESLIE and BEVERLY JOAN

3566 PLUM DALE DR, FAIRFAX VA 22033
WOODWARD, RITA E., 6302 MYSTIC FOREST, SAN ANTONIO TX 78239-3507
WIRSCHING, KAREN, 727 NOTTINGHAM CT, INDIANAPOLIS IN 44240
KLEMOLA, RICHARD ALLAN and CINDY MARIE,
349 FAY RD, POMFRET CENTER CT 04259
KEEGAN, DIANNE, 82-B SPENCER ST, MANCHESTER CT 04040
GLADUE, ERNEST F. SR & DIANNE J., 90 TOWN HOUSE RD, LISBON CT 04351
HOLLIDAY, JOAN VANASSE, 118 GALLUP HILL RD, LEDYARD CT 064339
RICKEY, ARTHUR J., 19 WAYNE AVE, VERPLANCK NY 10594
AMIOT, RICHARD H./ELEANOR J., 420 FLORIDA TRAIL, BROWNS MILLS NJ 08015
DONIHEE, TERESA E., 23 NORTH MAIN ST, WINDSOR LOCKS CT 04094
PELLETIER, ROBERT E. JR., 19 CRESCENT DR, BROWNS MILLS NJ 08015
BRISSON, GUY WILFRED, 173 MILLER RD, SOUTH WINDSOR CT 04074
PANAlA, JAMES N., 85 CANTERBURY LANE, LONGMEADOW MA 01104
SIMONEAU, BENOIT, 129 8TH ST, NEWINGTON CT 04111
GILMAN, EVA L., 45 SUNNYSIDE AVE, PUTNAM CT 04240
JOHNSON, ROBERT M. & LINDA M., 55 WOODLAND AVE, NORTH HAVEN CT 04473
GORNEAULT, GENEVA, 11 SUN DECK TERR, SOUTHINGTON CT 04489
BAILEY, MADELINE, 5 CHANTIL CIRCLE, CHESHIRE CT 04410-3524
CHICOINE, FRANCIS L., 3 PARADISE ST, WILLIMANTIC CT 06226-1714
SCOTT, HAROLD F. JR. & CELIA M., 718 BROAD ST #C-1, MERIDEN CT 04450
BOISVERT, JOHN-PAUL, 340 COLUMBIA ST, CHICOPEE MA 01020
EPTON, THEODORE, 5484 WERLEYS CORNER RD, NEW TRIPOLI PA 18064
PHILLIPS, CHRISTINE, é GREY LEDGE DR, CLINTON CT 04423
ABARE, RODNEY C., 223 SCHLEY DR, WATERTOWN NY 13401-4326
CHAUNT, NORMAN JOSEPH and JEANNETTE “JEAN" M. (GLADU)
14 HILTON AVE, SOMERSET MA 02725-1107
MAGLIOCCO, PAULINE MARTHE (HURTEAU)
334 MANSFIELD AVE, WILLIMANTIC CT 064226
RUSSO, DAVID P., 36 LESLIE RD, WORCESTER MA 01606
L’HOMME, EMIL A. & ELLA A. (CORMIER)
3193 N. HEMBREE RD, MARIETTA 6A 30042
STUKEL, ROBERT 6. & PATRICIA ALLARD
22 DALEVILLE SCHOOL RD, WILLINGTON CT 06279
VACCA, JEANETTE FORTIN, 151 CONGDON ST, MIDDLETOWN CT 06457-2147
SAUNDERS, LEONA M., 47 ACORN DR, HOLDEN MA 01520
BERNIER, JOSEPH "ROMEO®, 30 BAILEY ST, DANIELSON CT 04239-2504
LAVERRIERE, IRENE, 30 TRESCOTT ST, WEST HAVEN CT 06516
SPAULDING, JOHN JUSTIN, SR., &9 MEADOW LANE, MANCHESTER CT 04040-5545
WARMAN, DONALD P. & LINDA M., 45 WHEELER HILL DR, DURHAM CT 04422
CAMILLERI, JOSEPH F. & PATRICIA F., 5 RIDGE RD, ROCKY HILL CT 04047
DERANLEAU, CLAIRE M., M KOURY TERR, TUCKER DR, TORRINGTON CT 04790
HUBERT, RAYMOND F. & MADELEINE C., 50 CULVERT ST, TORRINGTON CT 04790
GRAVLIN, ELLA A., 19805 NORTH 93RD DR, PEORIA AZ 85382
OSBORNE, ELIZABETH FERRIS, 29 ROBERT DR, SOUTH WINDSOR CT 04074
LAZLO, BARRY E., 10 LONG HILL RD, SOUTH WINDSOR CT 04074
CULJAK, EVELYN J., 157 UNION ST, ROCKVILLE CT 060644
GIGNAC, BARBARA S. & MARY, 96 GREAT HILL RD, EAST HARTFORD CT 04108
TOBIN, MONA A., 402 HAMPTON RD, NORTH WINDHAM CT 04256
LaRUE, CHARLOTTE A. & PAMELA R., 11 EDWARD ST, SOUTHBRIDGE MA 01550
COUCHON, MARE E., 21 HAYES RD, TARIFFVILLE CT 04081
RICARD, DANIEL, 20 CLOVER LANE, MANCHESTER CT 04040
AHOLA, SAUL J., M.D. & SANDRA J., 88 BUTTS RD, WOODSTOCK CT 06281
LASHLEE, SAMUEL M., 106 DOBWOOD DR, FISHKILL NY 12524
PATENAUDE, CHARLES R., 25 HAWTHORNE DR, NEW LONDON CT 06320
WADE, DENNIS A., 25 HAWTHORNE DR, NEW LONDON CT 04320
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NEW MEMBERS (Continuation?

PHILLIPS, SHIRLEY A. (MARION), 20494 WINSTON, DETROIT MI 48219
VEILLEUX, JOHN MICHAEL, 104 C FAIRWAY DR, WETHERSFIELD CT 06109
LEONE, LORRAINE MARIE, 856 MIDDLETOWN RD, COLCHESTER CT 04415
SLATE, JOYCE MAYO & ROBERT M., 148 TRUMBULL HWY, LEBANON CT 04249
CASALI, APRIL L‘ESPERANCE, 259 LONG HILL DR, GLASTONBURY CT 04033
COLLETTE, KENNETH R., 168 FAIRLAWN AVE, WATERBURY CT 04705

HALE, DR. CHRISTIANE B., 9100 30th AVE N.W., SEATTLE WA 98117
CULJAK, MARIE ANGELA, 345 BUCKLAND HILLS DR #5213, MANCHESTER CT 04040
McKIE, JAMES E. & BARBARA A., 40 BILL HILL RD, LYME CT 06371
MILLER, JEANNE, (34 MAIN ST) P.0, BOX 233, VERSAILLES CT 04383-0233
RABIDEAU, CLYDE M., 5080 LIKINI ST #417, HONOLULU HI 94818-2382

REINSTATED MEMBERS

BERNARD, JOSEPH HENRY MAURICE, 422 0AK ST, EAST HARTFORD CT 04118
GREEN, JOYCE M., 45 GARDEN ST, FORESTVILLE CT 04010
LEVASSEUR, MAXINE MARIE (DOUCETTE)

390 NIEDERWERFER RD, SOUTH WINDSOR CT 06074

CORRECTION/CHANGE OF NAMES and/or ADDRESSES

PROVENCHER, GERARD E., 107-845 RUE BEAUREGARD, STE-FOY PQ G1V 4P4
DAMAUSKAS, Robin Jeanne and Barbara NOYES

DONATIONS TO THE "COMPUTER FUND®
PERIOD: & MAY - 24 SEPTEMBER 1993

GERMAINE A. HOFFMAN . . . & . v v v vt e e ot v v e s i 8 333
FRANCIS "FRANK® A. TREMBLAY . . &« & &+ v & ¢ & o « o o + o 4o . 8 799
TOTAL = THIS REPORT. & & 4 v ¢ ¢ ¢ & ¢ s « ¢ s o« o o o+ % 15.00
TOTAL - 01 SEP 93 - (to date). « v + « ¢ o ¢ 2 ¢ o o « » % 15.00
TOTAL = 01 SEP 92 = 31 AUG 93, « « + « & « + o s v o « . @ 800.00
TOTAL - 01 SEP 91 - 31 AUG 92. « + + « « v o« » « « o+ « % 750.00
GRAND TOTAL <TOTAL TO DATE). + + & « « « o « « o « « « » $ 750.00
DONATIONS TO THE FCGSC L IBRARY FUND
PERIOD: & MAY - 24 SEPTEMBER 1993
PAUL QUINTIN. . . . s & v o v v 4 v e e o s o o o o o o o o o o #009
RENE Ho BERNIER & & & & v 4 ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o o o o s o o s o « v v oW #018
LUCIEN E. and ALICE R. LEVESQUE . + &+ « v + + v « « s o s o o « « #8109
THOMAS G. BERON (NEW BRUNSWICK BOOK PURCHASES) . + & o « v o + & . #113
ALBERT LEBACE . & & & ¢ 4 « ¢ & o 5 o ¢ o s s o s o s o s » « « » #1231
Lo O - #379
THERESE L. (VALOIS) GREBD . . +. « « & + ¢ ¢ « o o o o o o o o o o #435
BARBARA NOYES DAMAUSKAS . . . v v & ¢ & & v v o o 2 s o s o o o #585
ROBERT F. and J. GLORIA LEE . . « « ¢ & 4 ¢ « s s o ¢ o « o s o » #695
MARCELLA C. PASAY . & & & ¢ v ¢ ¢ & o & o o o o« s s o 8 o o o o+ #708
FRIEND (From: Petty €ash) . « ¢ ¢« ¢ & o ¢ o o o o « » o « s « o » ———
TOTAL = THIS REPORT. + &+ v 4 « ¢ v v ¢ ¢ o s ¢« o o« o o+ $ 178.75
TOTAL - 01 SEP 93 - (to date)de « ¢ & ¢ v o ¢ o « o o o & 97.50
TOTAL - 01 SEP 92 - 31 AUG 93. « v & v v v v o o .« ., . ¢ 484.40

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL CONTRIBUTICNS

TO THE FCGSC ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

175.



Special Collections Newsletter
Number 6, 1993

New Bedford Free Public Library
613 Pleasant Street (Corner William),
New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740
(508) 991-6275, extension 15.

Hours: Monday & Wednesday: 9:00 to 9:00;
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday: 9:00 to 5:00; Thursdays & Sundays: closed.
Paul Cyr, Curator. Tina Furtado, Assistant.

Franco-American Genealogical Resources

Prior to the ead of the Civil .War
there were very fev French-Canadians
in New Bedford. At that time the only
textile mill was the Wamsutta Mill aad
there was little need for mill operatives
w be recruited in Canada. During the
1870s the textile industry began to
expand aad by 1376 there weore cnough
Franco-American families to sustain 3
Roman Catholic parish. Sacre Cosur
(Sacred Heart) Parish was established
for the Franco-Americans who had
previously worshipped at St. Lawrence
Church.

The majority of the immigrants to
New Bedford from Québec came from
the counties in the Richelieu River
Valley. running north from Lake
Champlain o empty into the Saint
Lawrence River east of Montréal.

The majority of the Acadian
immigrants to the New Bedford area
from the Maritime Provinces of Canada
came from Kent County and West-
moreland County in New Bruaswick,
especially from Richibouctou, Bouc-
touche, Cocagne, Grand Digue, and
Shediac.

To determine whether an immi-
grant’s surname is of Acadian origin or
not. check for it in the following vork:
Bona Arsenaull. Histoire et Généa-
logic des Acadions in six volumes
However, some Acadian families settled
in Queébec during the 18th ceatury. You
might check whether the spouse’s
name is also Acadian. If it's a Québecois
pame they were probably married in
Quebec or New England

Massachusetts Vital Rocords:

We bhave on microfilm and
microfiche the state birth, marriage
::godeath indexes from 1841 through

At the present lime we have the
birth and marriage records up to 1890
and the death records up to 1899. We
will scon have them all through 1900, as
well as the death index up to 1971.

Now Bodford Vital Records:

Now Bedford births and marriages
are available in the library through
1960. Later ones are available at the
City Clork 's Office across the street. We
have the death records through
February 1969. Since 1969 we have
compiled an index of obituaries in the

New Bedford Standard-Times.

Franco-American Vitsl Records:

Two compilations have been made
by Albert Ledoux from the New Bedford
muaicipal vits! records:

Répertoire des Mariages Franco-
Amoricains de New Bedford,
Massachusetts, 1865-1920. (If the
record gives a specific place of birth.
other than “Canada’ it is listed in an
appendix in the back of the book).

Freach-Canadian Births (1365-
1399), and Doaths (1870-1893) in
Now Bedford, Massachusstts.

|
Parish Records: )

A substantial portion of births in
the city were pever registered at the
City Hall. This was aot a very high
priority for pareats, midwives, or
doctors. Be sure to check the baptismal
registers of the French parishes. since
baptism would have been a high
priority for Roman Catholic parents.
The baptismal registers also have the
sdvantage of having been compiled by
French-speaking priests, who could
spell the names correctly. The names
of the godpareats and their relation to
the child can also be useful infor-
mation.

Likowise, it is a good idea to check
the parish record as well as the muni-
cipal record of 8 marriage. The names
and relations of witnesses could prove
to be useful.
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Cemetery Records:

Most Franco-Americans have been
buried in the two Sacred Heart
Cemeteries. The office for both is at the
newer cemetery at 339 Mouat Pleasant
Street, New Bedford, overlooking the
Municipal Airport. The telephone
number is (508) 998-1195. The older
cemetery is further south on Mouant
Pleasant Street, after the intersoction
with Hathaway Road.

However, most of the tombstone data
is available in two books compiled by
Albert Ledousx:

Vieux Cimitiere Sacro-Coour/
0Old Sacred Hoart Cemetery,
Nowv Bedford, Massschusotts.

Nouvesu Cimitiere Sacre Coour/
Nev Sacred Heart Cemetery,
Sections 1 & 2,

Nev Bedford, Massachusetts.

City Directories:

The New Bedford City Directories
run from 1836 through 1971. None
have been published since, but we have
saved some of the more recent teie-
phone directories.

The directories list the heads of
bouscholds, their occupations and
places of employment, and their home
addresses. They can be used to dster-
mine vhen sn sncestor arrived in New
Bedford. They can also be used to
narrow down the period during which a
person died by noting whea the name
drops out or the name of 3 widow
appears. Stacting in the 1930s the
directories ofton give the date of death
of those who had died since the
previous directory was published.

Censuses: :

We have the US. Ceasus for New
Bedford and the rest of Southeastern
Massachusetts on microfilm for every
len years from' 1790 through 1920
except for 1890~which was lost in 2 fire.
Later censuses are not opea to the
public yet

Beginning with the 1850 census the
names of all persons in the household
are listed along with their ages.
occupations. real and personal estate
valuations, and state or couptry of
birth The address is not indicated until
the 1880 ceasus. The questions asked
vary from consus to census.

- We have surname indexes in book
form to the 1850, 1860 and 1870 cen-
suses.

For the 1880 ceasus of Massachusetts
we have on microfilm an index of
children ten years of age and under and
he head of the houscholds\in which
they five

The 20th ceatury censuses list the
year an immigran! first came to the

United States and how long a couple has
been married. . For the 1900, 1910 and

* 1920 ceasuses we have indexes to streets

and house aumbers for wuse in
conjunction with the city directories.

Nowspapers:

Wo havo an index to local news in
the New Bedford Stzndard-Times
(1932 to the present) and earlier gews-
papers. Since 1969 we have compiled an

.index to obitugries appearing in the

Standard-Times. Theso can be useful
in determining tho birthplace of the
deceased.

Check obituaries also in Le
Mosssger, & French-language news-
paper published in New Bedford. We
have microfilms of it from 1927
through 1951.

Le Castor and L’Independant.
both published in Fall River, carried
New Bedford news. We have on
microfilm Lo Castor (1882-1885) and
L'I;)dopondsnt (1885-1894 & 1904-
1912).

Fall River Records:

We havo compilations of marriages
from the folloving French parishes of
Fall River:

Ste. Anne (1869-1930)

Notre Dame do Lourdes (1874-1962)
St. Mathieu (1888-1936)

Blessed Sacrament (1392-1930)

St. Jean Baptiste (1901-1979)

Besides the Massachuseuts State Vital
Rocords, described sbove, we also have
the Municipal Vital Records of Fall
River on microfiche, sovering the
period from 1803 unti) 1889.

Ve have all the available censuses.
of Fall River. We have an index to the
1830 census. For the 1880 census we
have on microfilm ar index of children
ten years of age and under and the head
of the houssholds in which they live.

.
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FRENCH -CANADIAN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY of CONNECTICUT

(A LIST of OUR STAFF)
President - Ed Ledogar
Vice President & Program Director- Paul Keroack
Corresponding Secretary - Elizabeth Kelley
Recording Secretary - Diane Lenti
Treasurer - Henry Lanouette
Library Director - MaryAnn Legrow
Office Manager - Marcel Roy
Superintendent - Marcel Roy
CML Editor - Susan Paquette
Publicity - Ivan Robinson
Mailing - Rolande Clark & Marcel Roy
Computer Programming - Ed Ledogar & John Spaulding

Computer Data Input - Redith Stefanik, Dianne Keegan, Jeanne
St. Jean, Marcella Pasay

Copiers - Patrick Lausier

Newsletter - Rod Wilscam

Historian - Ivan Robinson

Hospitality - Diane Keegan

Kitchen - Elizabeth Kelley

Book Repairs - Elizabeth Kelley & Dianne Keegan

NEEDED:

Membership Chairman
Membership Committee
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