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Ellis Island’s Myths and Misconceptions

by Jayare Roberts, M.L.S., A.G.

In the 1990s the accelerated use and automation of passenger arrival
records have allowed a better understanding of our ancestors as well as
our nation. Millions of untold stories start with the names and related
information on the ships” manifests.

Someday genealogists and family historians can begin this venture by
doing free and simple searches with FamilySearch. It is a compact disc
system at one of the 5,500 work stations made available by the LDS
Church. People who are merely curious about their “roots” will do the
same quick search.

Genealogists will continue to produce pedigrees and
help build databases related to passenger records. The
results, when used by family historians, local historians,
and social historians, should provide more accurate
stories and studies. The data, for

example, may help demogra-
phers who have discovered that
many Americans cannot identify

their national origins or ethnic
heritage. Poets and historians

alike describe the United States of America as a nation of Featured in this issue:
immigrants, a nation of nations. Although the story

might begin with statistics or the names of the people, it Ellis Island’s Myths
should conclude with their experience. Each immigrane is p 101

a sine qua non [indispensable part] of America. GEDCOM

Ellis Island: The Place phomg;l?oraﬁon
Immigrants entering the port of New York might have p 122

seen the outlines of Coney Island, Staten Island, and the Highlights of Journals
buildings of Brooklyn and Manharttan. They shouted, p 126

cheered, cried, laughed and prayed when they saw the Index for Chinook volume 19
great statue in the harbor. The Statue of Liberty is the p 131

symbol of freedom for immigrants, and Ellis Island is the
monument to America’s dynamic diversity. Ellis Island,
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The Alberta Family Histories Society

The society is a non-profit organization formed in 1980 to promote and
encourage an interest in family history research. The activities of the
society are funded completely by membership fees, fund-raising projects
and donations from individual members.

Among the purposes of the society are:

« to encourage accuracy and thoroughness in family histories and in
genealogical research

« to encourage and instruct members in the principles, methods and
techniques of genealogical research and compiling family histories

* to assemble a library of family and local histories, geneatogical
guides, handbooks, reference books and materials which may assist
the members, and which shall be available to them

« to publish bulletins, booklets, books or other documents and to
make these available to members and others on terms determined by
the society

* to establish friendly relations with other societies involved with
family history and genealogy to promote common interests, and

* to present seminars and workshops that will be helpful to
members.

Membership:

Membership in the society is open to anyone interested in family history
and genealogy, and may be obtained through the membership secre-
tary of the society at PO Box 30270, Station B, Calgary, Alberta, Canada
T2M 4P1. Membership fees are due 1 September each year.

Membership fees (1998-99):

Individual $30

Family $35
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USA members: Please pay in US funds.
Life memberships are available.
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if first is a holiday). Beginner classes are at 6:30 pm and general meet-
ing starts at 8:15 pm. Call 214-1447 for information.
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anyone interested in genealogy and family history. Articles should be
typed or preferably in text format on computer disk. We assume no
responsibility for errors or opinions of the authors. All materials submit-
ted will be treated with care but will be returned only if accompanied by
a self-addressed stamped envelope of the appropriate size, or if other
arrangements are made in advance.

Advertisements pertaining to genealogy are eligible for inclusion in the
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ment placed in four consecutive issues. Correspondence, articles and
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30270, Station B, Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2M 4P!I.
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Editorial — Immigration to North America

by Doug Stobbs

The lead article in this Chinook will ultimately be of
interest to most AFHS researchers; after all, hardly anyone
actually ‘came from’ Alberta or any other province either.

While dealing mostly with the port of New York, the
feature article “Ellis Island’s Myths and Misconceptions’
does provide very useful insights into the whole phenom-
enon of processing and recording the millions of people
who came to the New World and contributed to what it is
today.

It is significant to realize that not only did the flow of
people vary considerably from year to year but the eligibil-
ity conditions applicable to being admitted also changed.
There are distinct parallels between the rules in place both

sides of the Canadian/US border.

The admittance of Orientals is just one example.

One other variable should be mentioned and that is the
regulations governing the shipping companies. Through
most of the 1800s, the regulations for carrying passengers
to be landed at U.S. ports were consistently tougher than

those in place for Canadian and other ports under British
jurisdiction. These regulated the numbers of passengers
allowed on vessels as well as safery features (lifeboats) and
amenities such as fresh water, food and sanitation.

The distance from European ports to those in North
America was also a significant factor as it affected the cost
of transporting passengers. Halifax is roughly 500 stature
miles closer to Liverpool than is New York, and in older
vessels this represented an additional one or two days en
route each way, or the difference in completing one or
more return voyages, in any year.

Researching immigration records is straightforward for
most ﬁlmily historians, however we've all encountered
brick walls too.

Hopefully the “Ellis Island’s Myths and Misconceptions”
article will bring new insights to bear on the problems, and
aside from being fascinating reading, will assist in adding
new branches to many family trees.

Doug Stobbs

Notice of Annual General Meeting

The annual General Meeting of the Alberta Family Histories
Society will be held during the evening of

Monday, June 7, 1999

at Southminster United Church, 3838 14A Street SW
Calgary Alberta.

The meeting will elect officers for the ensuing year, accept
reports, approve the financial statements for the prior year,
appoint auditors and conduct any other business required under
the by-laws of the society.

Alberta Family Histories Society — A distinct society since 1980
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Ellis Island... from page 101

called the Isle of Hope and Tears, was
also the place of judgment between
admission and rejection, and the
symbolic divide between the Old
World and the new. The entire story
of the greatest mass migration in
history, diverse and unorganized as it
was, is a legacy worth remembering.

As we review the several myths
surrounding the storied Ellis Island,
note that the beliefs, rumors, and
misconceptions are shown in italics.
The explanations or refutations follow.

passengers, immigrant aliens arrived,
or immigrant aliens admitted for
permanent residence with a foreign
last residence.

Numbers that remain a mystery
include:

* uncounted aliens refused admission
* uncounted citizens returning from
abroad

e uncounted aliens in transit (not
intending permanent residence)

after 1903

* aliens arriving in cabin class before

1904

admitted. The year 1920 reported the
following statistics:

121,000 aliens in cabin
213,000 aliens in steerage
68,000 citizens in cabin
18,000 citizens in steerage
361,000 crew
6,800 hospital patients

As an example of an uncounted
arrival, a woman and her children, all
born in ltaly, arrived with a notation
on the ship’s manifest of returning to

U.S. The facher had naturalized after

Myth: serving in the
About 12 U.S. Army,
million thereby freein

, Ed tor’s Not : y g
newcom- sors No ¢ , the immigrants
ers experi- Tbe amcle “Ellzs Island Mytbs and Mzsconceptwm arzgmally appeared in from any
enced Ellis “Genealogical Journal”, volume 23, numbers 2 and 3, 1995, personal visit
|s|and.. a publication of the Utah Genealogzcal Assoctatzon to Ellis Island.
The National

Park Service

Permission to re-publish in Chinook is gratefully ac/mawledged’

Moreover, the
number of “on

has estimated The long awaited databme of i tmngmnt arrivals mentioned in the artzcle as bemg board in-

thf‘ﬁ_ 12 * compiled by the Family History Library will posszbly be completed in 1999 and i its spected first
mifiion subsequent release to mearc/aer.r will stimulate comzdemble mterest ' and second
mmuigrants . . 3 .
came %0 Beazme of the date (. 1995) the comments in the zzrtzcle on the Imngmnt Database cabin aliens” is
America  and other projects should be interpreted carefully as mzmy of these had zzcthlly been not known.
through Ellis : , campleted as this is written in Marcb 1999. Because of the
Island. The : on board

actual number

of individuals is not known. The
varying definitions of citizens, aliens,
immigrants in transit, and other
classes of passengers confuse all
statistical tallies. Other errors result
from the differences berween calendar
and fiscal reporting years. Published
estimates include the following totals:
15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 25, 27, 32, 40
million aliens.

The inconsistent statistics, are a result
of records made by U.S. admission
and exclusion laws, under different
administrative agencies. A compilation
of numbers show that at least
40,000,000 immigrants had legally
arrived somewhere in the United
States of America by the end of 1954
when Ellis Island closed. This figure
reflects only those who were alien

* arrivals at land borders before 1904
* aliens from the U.S. who are return-
ing after 1906

* arrivals of aliens employed as crew
who then remained

* counted aliens who had come
previously and were counted again
before 1907

* people on the manifest who did not
sail or who died on the way

* uncounted people arriving in ports
where no statistics were kept

* arrivals at certain outlying U.S.
possessions

* any arrivals by airplane before 1931
and most before the 1940s.

The reporting year ending in June
1907 was the busiest ever for the port
of New York with 1,005,000 aliens

inspection they

were exempted
from personally experiencing Ellis
Island. As mentioned below, passen-
gers of any class were not always
processed at Ellis Island between its
1892 opening and its 1954 closing.

Myth: Half of all Americans
trace back to the Plymouth

Rock of Ellis Island.

In 1931 Edward Corsi, who had
earlier, immigrated to America from
Italy, was appointed Commissioner of
Ellis Island. His book In the Shadow of
Liberty (see bibliography) recalls his
friend’s comments on the Presidential
appointment.

“You've got one of the most important
jobs in the country. You'll be helping
to make America. After all, this nation
is only sixty-five percent Plymouth
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Rock. The other thirty-five percent is

Ellis Island.”

Although, later press clippings
changed this notion to fifty per cent
Ellis Island, Mr. Corsi’s friend was
more accurate. We must admir firse
that the net immigration to the U.S.
population has been as large as the
natural increase. Second, earlier
immigrants have contributed more
descendants than owentieth-century
arrivals. Even if, as publicized, a
conveniently-totaled 100 million
people did have an ancestral, parental,
or personal connection to Ellis Island,
this total would not equal fifty per
cent of the current U.S. population.
The number of aliens admirted
through any method in the Port of
New York from 1892 to 1954 was
abour 16,600,000. Hundreds of
thousands of citizens and others also
came.

Myth: Ellis Island has always
been an important American

institution.

As a small, obscure piece of land the
island had many names: Kioshk
(Gull), Oyster, Dyre, Bucking,
Gibbet, Anderson, and Fort Gibson.
The island changed hands from the
Indians to Dutch merchants to a
colonist, then to the British and
finally Samuel Ellis,

Uses of the island ranged from parties
to hanging pirates, and from detaining
prisoners of war to storing ammuni-
tion. Through ballast from foreign
ships and dirt from the subways, dug
by immigrants, it became literally an
island of nations.

Myth: Ellis Island belongs to
the state of New York.

Shortly after the Revolutionary War a
New Jersey resident, Samuel Ellis,
bought a lictle island in New York
Harbor and stayed there for a time.

Samuel died on a noted day, July 4.
His 1794 will gave the island to the
unborn child, (if male) of his daughter

\V]}O was separated From I]Cl‘ ilLleal’ld

at the time. The child was born and
named Samuel Ellis, but he died in
infancy. In 1808 New York State
ceded Ellis” island to the United
States, although the nearby state of
New Jersey disputes the ownership.

Myth: Ellis Island and Liberty
Island opened in the centen-
nial year of 1876.

The Statue of Liberty, originally
conceived for the Suez Canal, was
designed for New York Harbor.
Although intentions were to present
the statue July 4, 1876, only the hand
came that year. By 1884 che full statue
stood in Paris waiting for American

funds to create the base. After helpful
fund raising by immigrant and
successful publisher Joseph Pulitzer,
the statue was officially unveiled on
October 28, 1886. The Museum of
Immigration opened inside the base in
1972

August 11, 1890 the Treasury Depart-
ment declared Ellis Island would
become an immigration depot. Ellis
Island opened on January 1, 1892. Its
site was selected over others, such as
Governor’s Island and Bedloe’s Island.
One reason for its selection was to
prevent the island being used as a
threatening ammunition depot. The
dramatic opening came only after the
government improved the harbor’s

channel and erected buildings such as
an inspection center, hospital, and
laundry. Ellis Island was favored over
the others due to a more isolated
position than the earlier processing
center at nearby Castle Garden. As the
island expanded from three to twenty-
seven acres, the ability to control
immigration increased.

Myth: Ellis Island is now fully
restored.

Among the most popular sites in the
National Park Service system, Ellis
Island hosts more than 2 million
visitors yearly. For information on
visiting Ellis Island you may call 212-
363-3200.

Since 1965, when President Johnson
declared Ellis Island a part of the
National Park Service, various organi-
zations have tried to re-establish Ellis
[sland as an historical landmark. The
Restore Ellis Island Committee could
not raise enough funds to renovate the
facilities by the 1976 Bicentennial.
Despite the lack of funds the site
opened in May of that year for those
who were curious.

In May 1982 the Statue of Liberty/
Ellis Island Centennial Commission
(originally the SL-EL Foundation)
received government authorization to
raise funds. At the same time, the Ellis
Island Restoration Commission was
another private group with limited
federal support. Major advertising and
public campaigns began in 1984. The
National Park Service and the Statue
of Liberty/Ellis Island Centennial
Commission announced restoration
work would begin immediately on the
Main Registry Building and the Great
Hall. Plans for other areas of the
building included such modern
additions as a computerized fiber
optic genealogy center. In addition
plans called for an oral history center,
new exhibit galleries, modern theaters,
a library a research center, and a
restaurant.

Plans included a computer genealogy
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center, where visitors would review
available information on ancestor
origins. The computer screen was to
contain all the columns of the ship’s
manifest. Anderson Consulting of
New York City has been giving advice
for the Ellis Island family history
center. The name was chosen though
there is no affiliation with the system
of 2,500 Family History Centers
sponsored by the LDS Church.

The Ellis Island Foundation raised
more than 300 million dollars for the
renovation of the Statue of Liberty
and buildings on Ellis Island. The Ellis
Island Commission would need to
spend another 25 million dollars to
establish the computer center. Each
visitor would use only 12 minutes for
his computer search, and pay a small
fee for a printout of any results. The
center’s computers also would include
records for other ports.

The dilapidated Main Building and
surrounding areas, restored at a cost of
156 million dollars, opened in
September 1990. This premier
structure is now restored to its appear-
ance during the 1918-1924 era. Plans
for the rest of the island have included
fascinating ideas such as a luxury
convention center or a gambling
house. The computer center for family
history is not presently a reality.

Myth: Castle Garden proc-
essed all arrivals until Ellis

Island opened.

As early as 1847 it was proposed to
use Ellis Island for immigration
processing. Between August 1855 and
April 1890 the state of New York tried
to manage immigration through the
facilities called Castle Garden, for-
merly Fort Clinton or Castle Clinton,
a manmade island, and named for the
former New York Governor, DeWitt
Clinton. Located in Battery Park at
the very tip of Manhattan Island, the
military fort saw no action in the War
of 1812, and was abandoned by 1821.
It eventually was ceded to New York

City in 1823. Renamed Castle
Garden, it then became a resort. After
being connected to Manhattan, it
became the nation’s largest concert

hall.

Next the Castle was leased to the state
of New York. Such facilities were not
appropriate for the ever-increasing
numbers of immigrants. In any
language words such as Castle Garden
and kesslegarten had connotations of
dreadful mystery. After Castle Garden
closed as an immigration depot it
evolved into a famous aquarium until
1941, and now hosts visitors as a
national monument.

When the federal government took
responsibility for immigration activi-
ties in 1890, it used the Barge Office,
also in the Battery, to inspect passen-
gers. In 1891 more than 400,000
passengers were processed.

Myth: All immigrants to
America came to Ellis Island
once it opened.

In the heyday of Ellis Island, between
1892 and 1924, seventy-one per cent
of the aliens admitted to the U.S.
came through the port of New York.
Between 1925 and 1954, about fifty-
six per cent of admitted aliens came
through New York.

After the Act of 1882, the U.S.
government assumed all responsibili-
ties for immigration activities. The
federal government allowed the use of
several ports.

Many states were already supervising
immigration at the major ports of
Baltimore, Boston, Galveston, Key
West, New Orleans, New York,
Philadelphia, Portland, Maine, and
San Francisco. Before 1882 nearly 100
minor ports were in business. After
1882 about twenty minor seaports
and fifty land ports of entry, contin-
ued with little state or federal regula-
tion.

Floods of immigrants, many specifi-
cally avoiding U.S. officials, rules and

fees, came through ports such as
Quebec and Halifax in Canada. Three
million people came between 1896
and 1914. Cerrain steamship compa-
nies kept two versions of the manifest.
One included the wealthy and healthy
who could be carried to New York.
The other one for the unfit who could
be unloaded in Canada. The U.S.
government eventually persuaded
Canadian port officials to use U.S.
forms to record immigrants.

Myth: Ships bound for Ellis
Island could not visit other

American ports.

It was not unusual for the liners to
make more than one port of call. In
January 1895, for example, the vessel
Sicilia carried some passengers rejected
by the Commissioner of Immigration
in Boston. The vessel brought them to
Ellis Island, but its Commissioner
refused to re-examine the immigrants.
On April 15, 1906, the Gnelsenau
bore 1,042 passengers bound for New
York and 958 for Baltimore. Often
included in the New York manifest
books are names of those going
elsewhere.

Myth: All passengers arriving
at New York after 1892 went
through Ellis Island.

Afrer Ellis Island’s buildings burned
June 14th and 15th 1897, the Barge
Office again was the site for the
inspection of passengers. This contin-
ued until December 17th, 1900. In
1918 and 1919, while the military
used Ellis Island, passengers were
inspected on ship or at the Manhattan
docks. If an ancestor traveled in the
cabins of first or second class, they
were also inspected on the ship, then
released at the Hudson River or East
River docks directly to the streets of
Manhatran.

Many prepared and clever immi-
grants, believing Ellis Island was a
criminal place like Castle Garden,
purposefully avoided the authorities
and processes at the island. They
traveled in a cabin for the price of a
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first or second class ticket. In 1907,
for instance, the S.S. Amerika arrived
with 386 in first class, 150 in second
class, and 1,972 in steerage class.
Inspection applied even to aliens who
stated the intent to stay for a tempo-
rary sojourn or to be in transit to
another country. If one could afford to
avoid inspections and other discom-
forts, he would.

Those who came in steerage took a
ferry or barge from the steamship’s
dock back into the harbor and to Ellis
Island. A steerage passenger who could
prove U.S. citizenship was released on
the pier. In 1903, for example, about
57,000 steerage arrivals avoided Ellis
Island. One law re-
quired even naturalized
Americans to submit
their papers and pass-
ports to government
officials if they chose to
travel in the steerage
class. Any American
traveling in any class
was sent to the island if
the immigration
inspector on the vessel
determined medical or

legal problems.

Myth: Ellis Island
processed immi-
grants only be-
tween 1892 and

1924.

Ellis Island did nort, in
fact, close until Novem-
ber 1954. After che
1924 Quota Law that
tried to maintain
America’s Anglo-Saxon
identity, Ellis Island saw

few immigrants.

After 1924 most passengers were
inspected overseas at a U.S. consulate
and later on the ship. The only
immigrants sent to Ellis Island were
those detained for further questioning,
medical care, or possible deportation.

From 1892 through 1924 there were

14,280,000 aliens admirted, and from
1925 through 1954 there were
2,340,000.

Records of immigrants berween 1924
and 1954 are available on microfilms
at the National Archives, and to 1942
at the Family History Library in Salc
Lake City.

After 1924, Ellis Island was trans-
formed from a processing center to a
detention center. Berween 1931 and
1933, during the Great Depression,
the 156,000 people arriving passed by
193,000 leaving. The Internal Security
Act of 1950 required strict question-
ing of suspected Communists and
Fascists.

Myth: In America where the
streets are paved in gold.

The urban legends of America in-
clude: “I came to Amerik because they

said the streets were paved with gold. 1
saw they were not paved. No one told
me, [ was to pave.”

The People
Myth: History records a fif-

teen-year-old girl as the first
Ellis Island immigrant.

With a bit of ceremony, the island
bcgan business on Friday, January 1,
1892. Annie Moore was honored with
a ten dollar gold piece as the first
immigrant passing inspection. The
original list of the steamship S.S.
Nevada clearly declares Annie as age
thirteen. Newspapers of the day and
later textbooks and TV programs give
her age as fifteen. Annie and her
brothers Tom and Joe were sailing to
America from County Cork, Ireland,
to join their parents, Matt and Mary,
who already lived in New York City.
Counting the passengers from the
City of Paris and The Victoria, about
700 people were processed
that first wintry day.
Myth: The immi-
grants were the
“Wretched Refuse of
Teeming Shores.”
The United States of
America has always tried to
welcome immigrants.
From famous founding
fathers to the leaders of
today, it has always dealt
with influences against
newcomers. Groups such
as the Know Nothing
Party, American Protective
Association, and Ku Klux
Klan have actively mar-
shalled forces with labor
unions to oppose immigra-
tion. Many Americans
have not freely opened
their arms to those seeking
the land of the free. If an
ancestor was Jewish,
Catholic, Mormon, poor or illiterate,
Chinese, Japanese, or Russian, the
exclusionary laws and regulatory maze
offered little or no welcome.

Millions of immigrants chose not to
venture to the United Srates but went
instead to Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, and various other countries.
Nevertheless, agents of steamship
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companies and speculative businesses
purposefully traveled throughout
Europe to solicit immigrants. “Come
Sail the Friendly Seas,” was the song
of their posters and advertisements.
“Come to the blue skies and green
meadows of Nebraska” was a popular
tune.

Yet most U.S. citizens, who were
nacurally the descendants of immi-

grants, and even alien residents,
wanted to stop undesirables from

Ferry from Ellis Island to Manhattan

coming to America. Concerned
government leaders specifically passed
a series of laws to restrict immigration
by eventually prohibiting more than
thirty classes of certain races, ages, and
types of people. All passengers coming
to Ellis Island received careful scrutiny
to screen out the refuse and riffraff of
the world. As expected, there were
many exceptions.

The debate on opening “America’s
Golden Doors” to all mankind
continues to rage today in the halls of
Congress. Xenophobia is the word for
this fear and hatred of foreigners.
Before 1860, in the era called Old
Immigration, the immigrants were
commonly from norchwestern Eu-
rope, including the British Isles. They
were white, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant
farmers.

By the 1890s the roral influx from
northwestern Europe was only forty-
five per cent, and it fell to less than
seventeen per cent by 1920, During
the New Immigration, after the

1880s, from fifty to seventy per cent
of those coming to Ellis Island were
typically from eastern and southern
Europe and non European countries.
The more the immigrants came from
these parts of the world, the more the
United States tried to close the gare.
The 1924 National Origins act, using
inaccurately calculated data from the
federal census schedules, set new
quotas at eighty-two per cent to
countries of northwestern Europe.
Reality nonetheless revealed
that every country embraced

i an ethnic diversity.

Myth: Arrivals mostly
came from England
and Ireland.

Not counting the numbers
of crew, and U.S. or Cana-
dian citizens returning from
abroad, the following
countries are widely repre-
sented for the years 1892-
1924, Aliens admitted to
the U.S. by last country of residence:

3,919,000 Italy, Sicily

3,437,000  Austria-Hungary
2,893,000 Russia, Finland
2,005,000 England, Ireland, Scor.
1,360,000 Canada, Newfoundland
1,173,000 Germany, Poland

The ports of departure reflect che
trends. In the peak year of 1907,
240,000 passengers sailed from
Naples; 203,000 from Bremen;
177,000 from Liverpool; 142,000
from Hamburg. Based on the percent-
age of a country’s population, the
highest rates of emigration between
1891 and 1910 were from Ireland,
[taly, and Norway.

Myth: The passengers on one
vessel usually came from the
same country.

In a group of twenty-five passengers
arriving in 1920, the nationalities
included: Russian, English, Finnish,
Jamaican, Syrian, Spanish, Italian,

Uruguayan, Argentinean, Australian,
Canadian, Brazilian and Cuban.

Such a mixcure of nations was not
uncommon, especially if the vessel
stopped at multiple ports. A single
vessel might sail from Trieste, Palenno,
Naples, and Gibraltar on the way to
America, with immigrants from many
countries.

Myth: The immigrants could
come to the United States
without knowing anyone in
the country.

When U.S. immigration officials
reported to work at Ellis Island, the
ferries plying the harbor carried many
friends and relatives bound to greet
arrivals at the island. After the Immi-
gration Act of 1893, ship manifests
recorded the answer to the question
“going to join a relative, and if so,
what relative and where do they live?”
The Act of 1903 changed the phrase
to “whether going to join a relative or
friend; and, if so, what relative or
friend, and his name and complete
address.”

By 1910 nearly ninety-five per cent of
the arrivals ac Ellis Island declared a
sponsor. It is no wonder, then, that
almost forty per cent of the immi-
grants had pre-paid tickets to
America. Sponsors had to make a
bond to insure their responsibilities
toward the immigrant, or that the
immigrant would not become a
welfare recipient.

Single women, picture brides, and
children under twenty-one were the
ones questioned most carefully about
their American sponsor. This idea of
sponsorship resulted in the most
diverse set of answers to the question-
ing of immigrants. Examples of
sponsors in the records are: Cornelius
Vanderbilt, an Opera Company, a
hotel, a bank, a tobacco company,
onc’s own home, a friend, nobody, in
rransit to Canada, a brother-in-law
and every other possible type of
relative.
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Years afterward, when Grear Aunt
Christine was asked about her spon-
sor, she refused to talk. She implied
there was physical imprisonment for a
time until she could escape him and
flee New York for Milwaukee. Similar
stories have been documented. At
times the immigrant would frankly
ask “Are you my father?” On occasion
the immigrant refused to be picked up
by a certain relative or spouse, or the
sponsor arriving at the Island was
impersonating the actual relarive.

Myth: Most immigrants com-
ing to Ellis Island were illiter-
ate.

The immigrants came from all levels
of society. Of the 312,000 arrivals in
1899, nearly eighty per cent could
read or write. In 1907, seventy per
cent of the immigrants were literate.

The controversial Act of 1917 re-
quired proof of literacy in any lan-
guage or dialect for admission.
Interpreters were on call to help the
immigrant with this requirement.
Literacy also varied widely according
to race. As stated by the adult immi-
grants between 1899 and 1910,
groups with higher than ninety per
cent literacy included the
Scandinavian, British, Dutch, Ger-
man, French, and Chinese. Groups
between sixty and seventy five per cent
included Slovak, Japanese, Hebrew,
Greek, Polish, and Russian. Those
with less than fifty per cent literacy
included the Ruthenian, South Italian,
Mexican, Turkish, and Portuguese.
Myth: Women and children
were the most typical immi-
grants.

Of the twenty-one million aliens
admitted to the U.S. berween 1892
and 1924, thirty-six per cent were
female.

Many of the millions of young men
who came often returned as seasons of
work changed in this country and that
of his homeland. This may be why
men make up a majority of the entries

on ship lists. Male predominance was
greater among the Greeks, Iralians,
Poles, and Finns. Only after 1930,
were females in the majority.

Less than fourteen per cent of the
arrivals between 1892 and 1924 were
under the age of sixteen. The percent-
age of children coming was higher
among the Hebrews, Czechs, and
Germans.

Myth: Crew members have
only a small part in the immi-
gration story.

Few immigrants actually “worked
their way across on a cattle boat.” As
the government became aware of

many aliens coming as crew members,
it required a “List or Manifest of
Aliens Employed on the Vessel as

Members of Crew.” On some passen-
ger vessels there were hundreds of
crew members, and on certain cargo
vessels the crew outnumbered the
passengers.

Myth: Immigrants generally
settled in the eastern United
States.

Two-thirds of those admitted to
America via Ellis Island went directly
to New Jersey to board a train to their
destination. Most of the steerage
immigrants, therefore, never experi-
enced New York City as did the other
one-third who often lived and died in

New York City.

Where were the immigrants going in
America? Where did the immigrants
work in America? In one Pennsylvania
mine, at the turn of the century, 719
of the 768 workers were not U.S.
citizens. The states with high concen-
trations of foreign-born residents
included New Hampshire, Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island, Michigan,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakora,
Montana, and Texas.

According to the 1910 federal census,
thirty-three per cent of the residents of
Massachusetts and New York were
foreign-born. Cities with more than
wwenty-five per cent foreign-born
included Chicago, Milwaukee,
Minneapolis, and New York. It is
notable that more than seventy per
cent of all foreign-born residents lived
in urban areas. The highest percent-
ages of these clusters were for immi-
grants from Russia, Ireland, Italy, and
Poland. These are the people who
came to labor for America. Immi-
grants settled in all areas of the nation.
They did many things such as sewing
garments in a sweat shop, building a
subway, working on a farm, and
digging for silver or coal. The South-
ern States were the least likely destina-
tion.

The Experience

Myth: The typical voyage to
America was long, crowded,
and dangerous.

The journey getting to the port city
was often much more arduous than
the voyage itsell. After the advent of
the steamship, the average ocean
journey lasted ten to fifteen days
although slower ships could take
thirty or forty days. The typical
steerage conditions on the vessel often
included bunk beds, poor ventilation,
and few toilet or washroom facilities.
The health conditions on the ship
were poor at best. The August 30,
1892 arrival of the Moravia caused
great concern. It carried cholera. In
this era of travel, less than one half of
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one percent of the passengers died
during the voyage. In 1910 the major
steamship lines were the Hamburg,
German Lloyd, Cunard, French, and
Red Star. About 2,230 westward
voyages brought the wretched refuse
that year. How many passengers could
be crowded onto one vessel? The
Kaiserin Auguste Kictoria once
docked with 551 first class, 290
second class, 223 third class, and 1322
steerage immigrants.

Myth: Most immigrants sailed
in the easy waters of spring
and summer.

Anecdoral evidence shows that
immigrants travelled whenever it was
convenient or when the opportunity
came. In 1892, for instance, most
immigrants sailed in September,
October, August, November, and
June.

Myth: The most people proc-
essed in one day at Ellis
Island was 5,000.

The design of the first Ellis Island
provided facilities to process 350,000
people each year. After it burned, the
second was capable of handling
500,000 each year. One of the first
exceptional days was May 1, 1905.
The New York Times reported that
more than 15,000 steerage passengers
arrived on a large fleet of steamships.
On March 27, 1907 more than
17,950 passengers arrived on twelve
vessels and May 2nd, more than
20,000 immigrants arrived.

April 17, 1907 was hailed as the
most active day on the island, as
11,745 passengers were proc-
essed. The uniformed inspectors
could interview about 5,000
people each day. It would take
one or two days for some
steamships to pass the quaran-
tine and allow the processing of
passengers.

The inspectors usually worked
every day and evening of every
week. Nonetheless, Ellis Island

was never as busy as major train
stations are today in India.

Myth: The immigration
processing consumed many
days.

From the ship, immigrants were
transported from the Manhattan
docks to the island. People waited on
the ferry or an open barge, with
almost no amenities, for hours or even
days, if the ship was in quarantine.
Hunger or exposure to the elements
greeted them before they ever set foot
on Ellis Island. Some immigrants
passed out while waiting.

For eighty percent of the immigrants,
the average stay on Ellis Island was
only three to five hours. Twenty
percent, or as many as 200,000 per
year, were detained for medical or
legal reasons. The time of detention
ranged from several days to wecks and
even months. After 1917 and literacy
tests, the average stay on the island
increased.

If the immigrant came to America
withour any contact from the sponsor,
and the sponsor never came to the
island or communicated in any way,
detention would end and entry be
denied. Some years more than ten per
cent of the alien immigrants were
detained to go before a Board of
Special Inquiry. In 1907, for example,
the boards heard 65,000 immigrants
state their case. One inquiry story

concerned a person born at Ellis
Island in 1923. He was detained with

German-Russian parents for six weeks
until their deportation. Another told
how a family watched a young son die
during a three-month detention.

For the sick and disabled in 1896 an
average hospital stay was eight days.
About two per cent of all cases treated
resulted in death, and the rate in-
creased in following years. In 1903,
less than 1% of arriving immigrants
spent time in hospitals. 3,427 were
sent to the Ellis Island Hospital, 1,035
to Long Island College Hospital, and
1,148 to City Health Department
hospitals. Nearly thirty area hospitals
from Bayonne, New Jersey to Ward’s
Island cared for ill immigrants.

Myth: Immigrants had to
undergo all of their question-

ing after they landed.

The inquisition of immigrants often
began when they got passports, health
certificates, and police clearances in
their homeland. Then they booked
passage with a steamship line. Forms
and questions naturally aroused fears,
so wise or wealthy aliens tried to
dodge the process by travelling first or
second class. By 1899 the Treasury
Department issued regulations that
stated all passengers must submit to
the admissions questions. The mani-
fest must be completed before leaving
the old country. This was not to be
done merely on board by a purser’s
casual questioning or after arriving in
America. After 1903, steamship lines
were fined $100 for each excluded
passenger, and the company
would pay the expenses to return
the person. In 1907 about
12,000 emigrants were turned
back at German borders, 40,000
at European ports, and 13,000 at
Ellis Island. Between 1892 and
1924 about two percent, or
250,000 people, were excluded
from admission to the Unired
Startes.

After the Quota Laws most
immigrants received inspection
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in their native land, usually by U.S.
consulate officials and doctors.
Passports and other documents were
often shown at this time. Immigrants
questioned at Ellis Island between
1924 and 1954 were primarily those
who had serious legal or medical
problems.

Myth: Arrivals at Ellis Island
underwent lengthy question-
ing.

Each inspector had to decide if the
person facing him was entitled to
enter America. [n addition to the
medical inspection, a series of ques-
tions went something like this in one
of twenty inspection lines:

“Where is your manifest ticket?’
“What is your name?”

“How old are you?”

“Who are you with?”

“Are you married?”

“What is your married name?”
“What is your nationality?”
“Where were you born?”
“Where are you coming from?”
“Where are you going?”

“Do you have a ticket there?”

Have you ever been to the United
States before?” “When?”

“Where have you been in this coun-
try?”

“Do you have any relatives here?”
“Who?” “Where do these relatives

live?”

“Is there anyone who can come out to
meet you here?”

“Who paid for your passage?”

“Do you have any money?” “Let me
see it.”

“What is your occupation?” “Do you
have any skills?”

“Can you read or write?”

“Do you have a job waiting for you
here in the U.S.?”

“Are you an anarchist?” “Are you a
polygamist?”

“Do you have a criminal record?”
“Have you ever been in a poor house?”
“Are you related to this person here?”

On busy days, when this questioning
was limited to two or three minutes,
the judgment appeared an eternity.
The result, more immigrants were
detained for further ordeals. The
intelligence tests given after 1907
would require the immigrant to
complete a puzzle or count numbers
backwards. Literacy tests were sought
for decades before being approved in
1917 despite a Presidential veto. The
literacy test involved reading forty
words, such as Bible verses, in one’s
language. Less than one per cent of
the immigrants, however, were
rejected due to illiteracy.

Myth: Immigrants often had
their names changed at Ellis
Island.

The majority of passengers were
detailed on the ship’s manifest before
the vessel left the port of departure.
The purser or ship’s officer was
familiar with the name and ethnicity
of the many passengers who typically
used the port. The ship visited the
port several times each year. The
captain and the medical officer swore
affidavits to the accuracy of each
group of lists, with one to thirty
people in a group.

On arrival in the port of New York the
U.S. inspectors boarded each vessel
and examined the manifest and tickets
of all classes of passengers. For those
passengers taken to Ellis Island,
immigration officials reviewed the
questions and answers with each
person. The inspectors developed
systems to prevent the misspelling of
names. To handle difficult names,
interpreters were on hand who could
understand more than thirey lan-

guages from Albanian to Yiddish.

Between seeing the name on the
manifest and writing it on a landing
card there was a chance of changing
the name. A few immigrants requested
a name change, as a new beginning,.
Historical records and individual
testimonies, indicate that most name
changes occurred during the naturali-
zation process, not at Ellis Island.
Names were rarely changed intention-
ally. From mere confusion or a lack of
communication names were some-
times cropped, spelled phonetically,
or substituted with the name of a
hometown. Will this most common
myth about Ellis Island ever change?

Myth: The immigrants were
very poor yet had to show
money to enter America.

Before arriving at Ellis Island, each
immigrant had already spent funds to
travel to their port of departure. Then
they spent $20.00 to $40.00 for a
steamship ticket. By 1904 the inspec-
tors at Ellis Island were asking for a
show of $10.00 and a ticket to a
destination. This was not a law but a
suggestion by the Commissioner.
After 1909, the minimum was $25.00
a large amount considering even the
average American made less than
$3.00 a week.

How much money did the immi-
grants bring? Of the 312,000 arrivals
in 1899, only 39,000 had more than
$30.00. A combined average of the
funds of all passengers had $31.00 as
the typical amount. Apparently, the
immigrants knew how to share just
enough money for each to pass by the
inspector.

Wealth has always been an advantage.
Especially during the Great Depres-
sion, immigration officials all along
the way were more strict about
admitting anyone likely to become a
public charge. Some immigrants hid
much more money than they showed
or admitted. If after having sold all the
family’s belongings in Germany, and a
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month later opening a complete shop

in Cleveland, an immigrant had much
more than the $30.00 claimed ar Ellis

[sland.

Myth: Careful medical exami-
nations were given to all
prospective Americans.

First and second class passengers were
inspected on the vessel; all others
went to Ellis Island. There the event-
ful medical examination began as the
immigrant climbed the stairs into the
Great Hall. U.S. Public Health
Service doctors at the top of the steps
watched the immigrants as they

climbed.

During this six-second physical, if the
inspector suspected that the immi-
grant had a medical problem, he
would take the person out of line. A
mark was made on his clothing with a
piece of chalk. This simple marking
might mean the difference between
the old life and a new life in America.

“B” for back problems
“K” for possible

“C” for conjunctivitis
“L” for lameness or limp
“E” for eye problems
“N” for neck problems
“F”  for facial rash
“Pg” for pregnant

“Ft” for foot problems
“S” for senility

“H”  for heart disease
“Sc” for scalp problems
“X”  for mental illness

About twenty per cent of the arrivals
were marked. The full medical
inspection might take only five
minutes. Those needing special
inspection, however, would have to
disrobe and in some cases be detained.
Contagious diseases detected by the
officials included: bubonic plague,
chicken pox, cholera, diphtheria,

dysentery, leprosy, measles, meningi-
tis, scarlet fever, smallpox, syphilis,
trachoma, typhus, and yellow fever.

Passengers of any class needing
quarantine were placed in buildings
on Ellis Island, and some on the
nearby islands of Hoffman and
Swinburne. Ellis Island eventually had
fifteen medical buildings where
diseases were cured and lives were
saved.

Detection of a person’s sanity created
many quandaries. When there was
doubt in the mind of the inspector,
detention was ordered. One such
passenger was labelled “Insane, loves
America and wishes to defend
America, will go into army. Delusions
of patriotism.” Great Aunt Christina,
born in South Africa and raised in
Sicily, and firmly believed in visions of
the Virgin Mary and Jesus Christ. If
an inspector learned of this, might she
00 have been detained?

Myth: If you died on the Island
you were buried there. One of
the ultimate horrors of Ellis Island was
death. At least 3,500 deaths occurred
on the island. Most of the burials were
in the Calvary and Evergreen cemeter-
ies in Brooklyn. On the other hand,
more than 350 births occurred on the
Isle of Hope.

Myth: Marriages could not
occur at Ellis Island.
Immigration officers tried to avoid
white slavery for the many young
women who came to America alone
and were met by men identified as
sponsors. The executives at Ellis Island
kept a permanent record of marriages
performed on the island under New
York laws. Often an immigration
official would take a young woman
into New York City to be married by a
city official to her sponsor, hopefully a
legitimate fiancé.

Myth: Immigrants were easily
lost at Ellis island.

Everyone was tagged with a number
according to their exact listing on the

ship’s manifest. Each numbered group
was herded to certain stairways, doors,
lines, cages, rooms, or dormitories.
While there the immigrants may have
felt it but were not lost in the scheme
of the immigration officials.

Did anyone escape this Batteground
Island? Yes, although most were
caught. In 1924, for instance, two
Spaniards, one Italian, one Mexican,
one Portuguese, one Russian, and one
other man left after an afternoon
concert and tried to swim to New
Jersey. All were captured, except one
who drowned.

Were families kept together at all
costs? In June 1908 a two-year-old
boy came with his mother and
siblings. He was medically detained
until April 1909, when his father
could no longer afford the weekly
seventy five cent cost. The child was
deported. Fortunately, a Jewish
organization helped him find a cure,
return, and legally enter the U.S.

A women engaged to marry an
American citizen might be deported
for financial distress. A boy might be
forced to leave his American born
brother if the family returned him to
the U.S. with a medical defect.
Personal trials and victories were so
frequent that parts of the Registry
Building earned names such as, “Stairs
of Separation” and “Kissing Post.”

Myth: Deportation rarely
occurred at Ellis Island.

Much of the trauma at Ellis Island
came from the words “we cannot
accept you.” About two percent of the
immigrants heard these words.
Between 1907 and 1924, about
107,000 aliens were excluded from
entering the United States via the port
of New York. Another 19,000 were
deported from Ellis Island after they
had entered the country. The high
mark for deportation was the fateful
year of 1919. Seven percent of arriving
aliens were deported. Many individu-
als were deported more than once.
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After 1892 these were the main
causes, ranked in order, for exclusion
from America:

* likely to become a public charge

¢ tried to avoid inspection, or lacked
proper documents

* mentally or physically defective
* unacceptable contract laborer

* criminal, immoral, or guilty of
“moral turpitude”

* stowed away on the vessel
¢ adult and unable to read

* skipped inspection or made false
statements.

Certain local governments and
churches in Europe purposefully sent
their unwanted citizens to America in
a way designed to avoid U.S. laws.
Steamship companies placed question-
able immigrants in cabin class where
inspection was less thorough. Other
passengers came on their own under
false identities. As examinations
became more strict, the percentage of
those losing the fight for freedom
increased. On occasion inspectors at
Ellis Island resigned because they had

to enforce such rigid guidelines.

Those passengers who appealed their
rejection had to wait in wire cages
until a decision of their case by a
higher authority in Washington, D.C.
After the Act of 1917 an alien who
had been in the United States less
than three years, and could show he
was indigent or a political trouble-
maker, could return home at the
expense of the federal government.
Many altered the facts to receive this
free trip.

Myth: There was little hospi-
tality at Ellis Island.

In 1903 the commissioner at Ellis
Island said “it is inconceivable that the
millennium can ever exist here.” The
cause: inefhiciencies, and corruption
by both staff and businesses con-
tracted to provide services. Years of

exploitation of unknowing immi-
grants gave the island its reputation.
Racketeering by concessionaires,
lawyers, and supposedly helpful
runners was a daily occurrence. This
often committed by one’s countryman
who had come carlier.

Yer the government sent free postcards
or telegrams to sponsors such as

relatives and employers, describing

one’s safe arrival and the procedure for
the sponsor to visit the island. In the
1905 Annual Report it stated that
30,000 telegrams were sent from Ellis
Island.

Available amenities included ourdoor
balconies, a library with foreign
language materials, religious services, a
cinema, a kindergarten, and Sunday
concerts. They did complain about
prune sandwiches and other unfamil-
iar foods served in the cafeteria.

In the busiest years more than 500
officials worked on Ellis Island. Ethnic
and religious societies regularly
assisted aliens through the process.
The island itself was regularly ex-
panded and improved. Fortunately,
the many iron railings set up in 1900
were replaced in 1911 by benches.

Unfortunately, many of the improve-
ments to the facilities came after
immigration subsided in 1924,

The Records

Myth: Passenger records are
the best choice for tracing
immigrant ancestors.

In surveys taken of genecalogists at the
Family History Library and at
Brigham Young University, immigra-
tion records always ranks in the top
three choices of records most re-
quested. Patrons ask for classes to
learn abourt indexes and databases.
Nevertheless, researchers who follow
basic genealogical methodology may
discover their best information is in
family and home sources: the precious
photograph carried from the home-
land with the village name mentioned,
the passport used to leave the Old
Country, the oral history made of a
great aunt’s immigration experience.
In the United States, the goal of
documenting the exact place of origin
may sometimes-not always-be found
quickly and easily. This information
may be found in a passport applica-
tion, naturalizacion paper, border
crossing file, consulate file, church or
civil death record, or similar sources.

Naturalization Files: When a search
for a passenger list fails or is difficulr,
researchers should next turn to an
immigrant’s application for citizen-
ship. Many helpful papers are created
during the naturalization process over
a period of years. The largest collec-
tions of applications for naturaliza-
tion are available at the Family
History Library. The declarations of
intention to become a citizen, and the
petitions for naturalization are the
most valuable papers created in the
process, In naturalization files one
can learn of legal name changes,
foreign birth date and place, port and
date of arrival, residence, occupation,
character witnesses, spouse, children,
and physical description.

Many immigrants applied for citizen-
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ship, not all of them in New York.
Using that state as an example we find
there are thousands of micro-filmed
records relating to the Ellis Island era:

Filmed naturalization records for
immigrants applying in New York

¢ Thirteen NY courts; Soundex index
to naturalizations, 1792-1906 (294)

* Common Pleas, County Superior,
and County Supreme courts; peti-
tions, records, and index, 1792-1906
(2,167)

* Common Pleas, Superior courts;
German and British declarations,

1846-1895 (75)

¢ County Supreme Court; index to
petitions, 1876-1924 (38)

* County Supreme Court; declara-

tions, 1895-1905, 1907-1924 (179)

* County Supreme Court; German,
Italian, and British declarations,1895-
1906 (36)

* County Supreme Court; petitions

and records, 1907-1924 (467)

¢ Eastern District, District Ct.; index
to petitions, 1865-1957 (142)

» Eastern District, District Ct.;

declarations, 1865-1929 (86)

Southern District, Circuit Court;
declarations, 1845-1911 (63)

¢ Southern District, District Cr.;
declarations index, 1917-1950 (113)

¢ Southern District, District Ct.;
index to petitions, 1824-1941 (102)

¢ Southern District, District Ct.;
declarations, 1924-1925 (28)

* Western District, District Ct.; index
to petitions, 1907-1966 (20)

Passports: Applications for U.S.
passports are being microfilmed by the
Family History Department. More
than 2,150 microfilms are now
available for the years 1795-1925.
More than 2 million applications are
available for the principal years of Ellis

Island, 1892-1924. Untold numbers
relate to immigrants who naturalized
and returned home to settle an estate,
visit an ill parent, see friends, or
conduct business. In passport files one
can discover detailed information
about the applicant’s original arrival in
America. The record will contain place
of origin, naturalization, family
members, reason for travel, and more.
Relevant passport collections on
microfilm include:

1829 - 1894 small index (1st letter)
to special applications

1829 - 1897 special passports of
government officials, etc.

1833 - 1905 passport applications,
by volume number

1874 - 1906 index to emergency
passports issued abroad

1877 - 1907 emergency passports
issued abroad

1881 - 1906 book indexes (2nd-3rd
letter) to applications

1906 - 1918 index to emergency
passports issued abroad

1906 - 1925 passport applications,
by certificate numbers

1906 - 1925 indexes (3-letter

system) to applications

1907 - 1917 index to widows,
divorced, women, minors

1908 - 1921 index (2-3 letter) to
consular registrations

1909 - 1917 index to passport
extensions

1915 - 1924 index to Jewish
applications for emergency passports

1941 - 1947 nationals in German-
occupied Europe.

Canadian Border Cross-
ings.

Many immigrants chose to sail to
Canada to avoid the strict policies of
the U.S. immigration officials. After
the immigration act of 1891, with its

new exclusions, more classes of
immigrants found Canadian ports
quite appealing. Anyone searching for
information on a relative who might
have entered the U.S. from Canada
during the period 1895-1954 should

consult the indexes.

It is estimated that forty per cent of
the passengers coming to Canada were
bound for destinations in the United
States. Moreover, the steamship and
railroad fares in Canada were very
reasonable. During this time many
companies competed in Europe to
lure immigrants to North America.
After 1891, United States officials
were allowed to inspect passengers
arriving at Canadian ports or crossing
the border on trains. Immigration
district offices were established in
Montreal, Detroit, Seattle, Spokane,
and Winnipeg. Most of the relevant
records were eventually centralized in
an office at St. Albans, Vermont.

The available records are in six sets of
documents. These records include
information on individuals who
entered the U.S. not only in the St.
Albans District of Vermont, but also
in the states of Washington, Montana,
North Dakota, Minnesota, Michigan,
New York, and other places along the
U.S.-Canadian border. Researchers
may explore 1,286 microfilms of
Canadian crossings. They are available
at the National Archives and Family
History Library. One set of film index
include more than 1,800,000 indi-
vidual card manifests arranged
according to the Soundex coding
system, AOOO through Z665. These
cards specifically list aliens, Canadi-
ans, American citizens, and debarred
individuals.

Each index card contains an abstract
of the information found on the
original ship passenger manifest, or in
the case of Canadian residents, what
would have appeared on a manifest,
normally including: port of entry and
date of the original document; family
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name, and given name; “accompanied
by,” listing names and ages, place of
birth and age; race and nationality;
last permanent residence; name and
address of nearest relative or friend in
country whence alien came; destina-
tion, and name and complete address
of relative or friend to join; personal
description, money shown; and ather
remarks.

Consulate Records. A unique
research collection is the material
generated by Russian consular offices
in the U.S. and Canada during 1849-
1926, with the majority dating from
1917-1926. The major consulates
included were New York, Philadel-
phia, Chicago, San Francisco, Port-
land, Seattle, and Honolulu. How the
papers were confiscated and their
subsequent return to the custody of
the U.S. State Department and the
National Archives is itself an amazing
story in the annuals of America. The
files contain a wide array of materials
created for citizens living abroad:

* probates for people who died in the
U.S., Canada, or on a ship

* emergency aid for their citizens who
had been robbed or suddenly become
destitute

® legal help
* passport renewal

Correspondence files include many
letters from Russian women asking for
help in tracing lost husbands or sons.
Government officials searching for
men overdue for military service. The
key consulate office was in New York
City. The masterful index to these
records, is the Russian Consular
Records Index and Cartalog with

70,000 names. (FHL 973 D22s).

Myth: The popular passenger
indexes by Filby include most
Ellis Island names.

Passenger and Immigration Lists
Bibliography, 1538-1900, by .
William Filby (FHL 973 W33p), cites

hundreds of pubiishcd sources giving

names of ship passengers, naturalized
citizens, headright land grant holders,
and those taking oaths of allegiance.
Most of these secondary sources are

compiled in a continuing series by Mr.

Filby and his assistants. These excel-
lent finding aids are available in most
major rescarch libraries.

The indexes are the first
place a genealogist should
look for pre-1820 immi-
grants. The book that has e
been indexed may not
give an exact place for the
family origin. Nearly 2
million names are in the
index volumes. Yet the
indexes have very few
entries for the 1500s, or
for the Ellis Island era.
Furthermore, none of the

and there were Hindu, Mormon, and
other groups as well. There was no loss
of life. The 7,000 arrivals due that
week were inspected at other piers.

For the next three years, immigrant
processing took place at offices on
Manhatean.

The day after the fire the Commis-

Immigrants Admitted to the United States: 1820-1990

passenger manifests or
related immigration
records kept by the U.S.
government are included in the Filby
indexes.

Myth: The valuable records of
Ellis Island and Castle Garden
burned.

Many administrative and immigration
records, dating back to 1855 and the
Castle Garden era, are lost to fire.
Stored in an ammunition magazine,
the records now are reduced to ashes.
Many texts report the fire that began
shortly around midnight on June 15,
1897, meant the ruin of the valuable
passenger manifests and the proofs of
legal entry into America. This disaster
happened the day after the construc-
tion work for the island was suppos-
edly complete. Structures built of pine
and covered with corrugated iron
certainly suffered from the walls of

flame that originated in the restaurant.

Later in the day it was reported to the
New York Times thar the fire de-
stroyed all the records.

During the fire, arrangements were
made for immigrants to be safely
taken from the island. Most of those
sleeping on the island were ITtalians,

sioner for Immigration for the port of
New York discovered that two-thirds
of the official records survived the fire.
All the port of New York passenger
arrival records from 1820 through
June 1897 survived as did many of the
island’s filing systems. Particularly
from 1892 to 1897, the New York
arrival lists for about 1.5 million
people are extant, handwritten, and
arranged chronologically without an
index.

The so-called ships’ lists eventually
were microfilmed and are a standard
source for immigration research. The
lists starting June 1897 for the port of
New York, in custody of the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service, were
filmed. After filming, the original
records were destroyed in the 1940s
by the federal government. Additional
records, mostly administrative papers
in the General Immigration files, also
were destroyed in 1960.

Myth: The microfilmed
records for the port of New
York are legible.
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By 1943-1944 about 14,000 bound
volumes of the Ellis Island manifests
were collected and microfilmed. A
random sampling of 303 microfilms
determined that six per cent were
difficult or impossible to read. At the
Family History Library such films are
in boxes labelled “Best Copy Avail-
able.” About seventeen per cent of the
immigration films in the FHL were
reprints or replacements from the
National Archives. Of 303 random
films, fifteen per cent from 1892-
1901 had low legibility, and five per
cent from 1902-1911; five per cent
from 1912-1920 were typewritten.

Myth: The original records for
the port of New York are at the

National Archives.

The original manuscripts called the
Customs Passenger Lists, January
1820 to June 1897 for New York
arrivals, were fortuitously acquired by
the Balch Institute when the National
Archives needed additional storage
space. Records of the ports of Boston,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and New
Orleans also were transferred. In all,
by 1978, the National Archives gave
eleven tons of arrival records to the
Balch Institute.

Founded in 1971, the Balch Institute
for Ethnic Studies (18 South 7th
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106)
sponsors one of the nation’s finest
museums, libraries, and archives for
the study of immigration history.
Affiliated with Temple University the
Institute directs the Center for
Immigration Research. All major
ethnic groups are represented in the
collections of books, newspapers,
unpublished manuscripts, and arti-
facts. Researchers working on a
doctoral dissertation may apply for
access to the manuscripts housed here.

Myth: The ships manifests are
very accurate.

Changes to the status of a passenger
are noted on the manifest. U.S.
officials on the vessel and at Ellis
Island made annotations and correc-

tions as needed. Naturalization
officials many years later also added
notes as they verified an applicant’s
legal admission.

A typical 1912 study for the govern-
ment reported that the “manifests are
full of inaccurate information.” Often
the responsible ship officials coached
the passengers lest the steamship
company be required to pay fines and
expense of returning individuals not
admitted. The passengers also coached
each other with answers to the
expected questions. Non-existent
relatives and addresses were given
when asked about sponsors.

Many answers given to the officials
were no doubt memorized yet misun-
derstood. The officials themselves
naturally varied in the accuracy of
their questioning and noting. Other
answers were purposefully misstated.
For example, an age might be under-
stated to get a price discount for a
child. Or a falsehood was used as a
way to conceal the actual destination
of a forbidden contract laborer.
Additional errors are in the records
because manifests were sometimes
made for fraudulent reasons. Such was
the desperation of some people who
wanted to be an American. Criminal
cases followed if this was discovered.

Myth: U.S. citizens were not
recorded on the ships lists.

All passengers were to be recorded on
ships manifests after 1820. After 1906
special forms were used, titled “List of
United States Citizens.” The questions
asked were concerning the dates and
places of birth and naturalization.
Citizens in steerage often had their
name and information transferred to
the list of citizens. Immigration
officers also made notes such as “CL
USC” to show which passengers
claimed U.S. Citizenship by showing
passports or talking about their birth
or naturalization.

Government statistics do not note
how many names appear on such lists,

from 1906 through 1924. It is clear
that not all citizens were recorded on
the List of U.S. Citizens. Some
passengers claiming citizenship are
marked “US CIT” or ‘CL USC” on
an alien list and their entry may or
may not be copied onto the List of
U.S. Citizens. Note the following
statistics:

1906: 936,000 aliens arrived in all
classes

112,000
24,000

1920: 334,000

68,000

18,000

Myth: Emigrants returning
home were not recorded by
immigration officers.

In the early years of Ellis Island more
than 100,000 people returned each
year to his or her homeland. Berween
1908 and 1924 about 5.5 million
aliens left from the U.S. Eighty-eight
per cent were Europeans, and up to
forty per cent of some ethnic groups
left America. Three million intended
to leave permanently. Others left to
visit their former home, spend their
earnings, find a spouse, or recover
from an illness. Many people migrated
back and forth with the baggage of
discontent. In the Ellis Island era,
most of these migrants had been in
the U.S. less than 10 years. Each entry
into the United States, for any length
of time, was duly recorded.

citizens in cabins
citizens in steerage
aliens

citizens in cabins

citizens in steerage

In 1933, the lowest year during the
Great Depression, only 23,000 people
came to America while 127,000 left.
In the early twentieth century, the
approximate percentages of resident
immigrants leaving America (emigrat-
ing) included:

90% Bulgarians, Serbs
60% southern Italians
50% Russian
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45% Greek

40% Polish

35% northern Iralians

20% English, French, Scand.
18% German, Ducch

11% Irish

5% Jewish
Myth: The boards of inquiry
were too busy to keep
records.
After the Act of 1893 as many as eight
inquiry boards were working simulta-
neously, each wich at least three
inspectors, accompanying clerks,
messengers, and interpreters. The
resulting “Record of Detained Aliens”
and “Record of Aliens Held for
Special Inquiry” are microfilmed with
the manifest sheets.

More than 1.5 million cases were
documented by the boards at Ellis
Island. The National Archives has
custody of administrative papers and
minutes of the immigration boards
(Record Group 36). They are only
available in Washington. The inquiry
records for Philadelphia from 1893-
1909 on cighteen microfilms at the
Family History Library serve as an
example of the content,

Myth: Stowaways often
jumped ship and were not
recorded on arrival lists.
Organized smuggling rings, using the
aid of the ship’s crew, sometimes tried
to land hidden passengers in America.
Most stowaways were almost always
discovered — some were alive and
and recorded. In 1905,
for example, the vessel Iralia reported
twenty stowaways. The immigration

others not

officials later fined the steamship
company. As many as 18,000 stowa-
ways were reported in one year.
Information on stowaways also will be
found on the “Record of Aliens Held
for Special Inquiry.” Even seamen who
deserted were recorded on special
forms.

Myth: Births and deaths were
not recorded for the immi-
grants.

Momentous events such as a birth or
death on the ship have been recorded
since record keeping for immigrants
began officially in 1820. These events
are generally noted, for the Ellis Island
era, at the bottom of the manifest

page.

Myth: The manifest pages
have no standard numbering

system.

The manifest sheets were arranged in a
complicated order that proved diffi-
cult for ship officials. There were
generally four sheets per group. Thircy
aliens on pages A and B, affidavits by
the master and the surgeon on pages
C and D. The groups are often
microfilmed in reverse numerical
order. A common order followed this
pattern:

* groups of Ist cabin passengers from
port 1

e groups of Ist cabin passengers from
port 2

* groups of citizens (without affidavic
pages) from port 1

* groups of citizens (withour affidavit
pages) from port 2

* groups of 2nd cabin passengers from

port 1

* groups of 2nd cabin passengers from
port 2

* groups of steerage passengers from
port 1

* groups of steerage passengers from
port 2

* lists of changes in crew

e lists of aliens employed as crew (with
one affidavit page)

e lists of aliens detained (no affidavit
pages)
¢ lists of aliens held for special inquiry

(no aftfidavit pages).

Since the records are compiled by class
and port, many groups did not
include the potential thirty passengers
per page. It is common to find the
same type of list, such as citizens lists,
in several sections of the entire
manifest.

Many page numbers are on each
manifest page. For lists of aliens,
expect to find a large list number on
upper left of page A and the upper
right of page B; and a small stamped
page number on the bottom of page A
and a different series of small stamped
page numbers on the upper right of
page B; and the next consecutive
number on affidavit page D. By 1912
the list identifiers were usually
changed from large letters to numbers.

Myth: There are few lists of
the names of the ships arriv-

ing at New York.

The lists of ships are so bulky that
they make up twenty-seven micro-
films in the National Archives micro-
copy set M1066. These films are
available in Washington, D.C. and at
the Family History Library. The
Morton Allan Directory of European
Steamship Arrivals is a useful reference
tool for the names of vessels, the dates
of arrival by year and by steamship
line. It includes the years 1890 to
1930 for the port of New York.
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Myth: Steamship companies
have records of the passen-

gers they carried.

Collections of records about steam-
ships are rare. A good archive to use is
the Steamship Historical Society of
America. It is at the University of
Baltimore Library (1420 Maryland
Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21201-
5779). The SHSA collections include
log books, post cards, and periodicals.
From a valuable Photo Bank of more
than 50,000 photographs a family
may request a large glossy photograph
of the immigrant vessel. A fee of
$15.00 or more will be required.

The Family History Library has very
few microfilmed collections of
steamship records. Materials in the
collection include log books and
passenger lists of steamships that plied
U.S. coastal waters (primarily in the
Merchant Marine service). It also has
copies of Lloyd’s Universal American
Register of Shipping, a description of
many vessels, on 650 microfiche.
Lloyd’s established standards and
regulations for inspecting ships. The
available registers reveal the name of
the ship and its caprain, the class,
construction data, borne port, owners,
dimensions, and so on. Arranged
alphabetically by the following
categories such as ships, barks, brigs,
schooners, and steamers. The Library
has the years 1866, 1872, 1874, and
1880. It is also available for vessels
leaving the British Isles between 1776
and 1880 (on 651 microfiche). A
history of Lloyd’s from 1760 to 1960
has been published (FHL 942.1/Ll
U3bL). (see Bibliography). These
types of research materials are often
found in the library’s Subject Catalog
under the term Ship Registers. The
1896 Record of American Shipping is
also available (film 1,321,078) for
listing and describing U.S. vessels.

Ship arrival records are an aid in
locating passenger records. The
National Archives has records of ship
entrances for Baltimore (1782-1934),

Boston (1789-1899), New Orleans
(1812-1903), New York (1789-1919),
and Philadelphia (1789-1900). These
records are arranged by calendar year.
The ship entrance records contain
information such as the name of the
vessel, the port of embarkation, and
the date of its arrival at port. The New
York records are at the Family History
Library on 27 microfilms.

A few foreign archives have partial
collections of steamship company
records. The University of Liverpool,
for instance, has files of the famous
Cunard Line.

Shipwreck Records: The National
Ocean Service is developing an
information file called AWOIS
(Automated Wreck and Obstruction
Information System). This computer
file has about 3,000 of the estimated
20,000 entries which researchers may
use to document shipwrecks. Most of
the entries are based on archival
records, hydrographic surveys, and
maps with locations in latitude and
longitude. Searches of the file will be
made for a fee. The search may result
in references to a relevant source
document, but copyrighted materials
are not sent to the public. A bibliogra-
phy is also part of the fee.

Further details are available from:
Hydrographic Surveys Branch
National Ocean Service

Rockville, MD 20852

An educational pamphlet entitled
‘Possible Sources of Wreck Informa-
tion” FHL 973 Al #206) includes
archives such as the following:

* Great Lakes Historical Society in
Vermilion, Ohio

* Library of Congress

¢ Marine Museum at Fall River,
Massachusetts

* Mariners Museum Library in
Newport News, Virginia

* Mystic Seaport Museum in Mystic,
Connecticut

* National Maritime Museum in San
Francisco

¢ Peabody Museum in Salem, Massa-
chusetts

* Philadelphia Maritime Museum
Library

* Smithsonian Insticution, Museum of
American History

» Steamship Historical Society of
America.

Myth: The best sources for
Ellis Island research are at
Ellis Island.

Few research sources are at Ellis
Island. Its library, open by appoint-
ment, has secondary sources such as
immigration histories and some
published indexes. Its unique materi-
als include original and unpublished
studies of immigration to New York
and the administration of Ellis Island.
Passenger arrival records are not
available now, nor do they have
computer databases or microform
reading machines.

The National Archives has microfilm
copies of the pertinent passenger New
York arrival records:

Records of the U.S. Customs Service

* 1892-1897 original customs passen-
ger lists (M-237) 73 rolls

* 1789-1919 registers of vessels
arriving (M-1066) 27 rolls

Records of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service

* 1897-1902 card index to immigra-
tion lists (T-519) 115 rolls

* 1897-1954 original immigration
manifests (T-715) 8,537 rolls

* 1902-1943 soundex index to
immigration lists (T-621) 755 rolls
* 1906-1942 book indexes to
immigration lists (T-612) 807 rolls

veosee

To be continued in the next issue of
Chinook: fall 1999.
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GEDCOM:

What it is; where it’s going?

by Bill Mumford

Everyone, when choosing a genealogy
program, is advised by the experts to
get one with GEDCOM capabilities.
So what is GEDCOM? It is simply
another of those acronyms which
seem to be becoming (a regular) part
of our daily lives. It stands for
GEnealogical Data COMmunication.
Its purpose is to provide a means of
transferring information between
databases. The need for such a system
was first discussed at a National
Genealogical Society meeting in 1984.
It was agreed that the development of
such a system would require an
organization with considerable
resources. As a result, the Church of
Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints
(LDS) was requested to develop a
system in consultation with the
authors of the various genealogy
programs. In 1987 the first commer-
cial version (#3) appeared in the LDS
program, Personal Ancestral File 2.0.
In 1989 it was replaced with version 4
which remained the official version
until December of 1995 when it was
replaced with version 5.5.

GEDCOM has been described by
many as a file formart but it is more
than that, it is also a language. It has a
vocabulary, albeit limited, a grammar,
and an alphabet. The vocabulary
consists of shortened forms of English
words which are referred to as “tags”.
These tags, there are only 129 of
them, have specific uses and must be
used as prescribed by the grammar.
The grammar defines the structure the
GEDCOM file will take. The
alphabet, or character set, is some-
thing called ANSEL, another acro-
nym. (American National Standard
Extended Latin). This character set
permits a computer to support
diacritics, an essential when using

some languages. The use of ANSEL
allows users to read a GEDCOM file
with a text editor such as Word Pad or
a word processor. Because it is na-
tional standard, it may also be read by
any computer regardless of platform
type, c.g. Apple, PC. Each program
developer is responsible for providing,
within their program, the software
required to create or read a

GEDCOM file.
A GEDCOM file consists of four

distinct parts. The header, submission
data, general data, and trailer label.
The header, a required element, will
usually indicate the program which
created the file, the version of
GEDCOM used, the intended

destination, the date, the character set,

Bill Mumford

and the name of the file. ( Note:
Early GEDCOMs allowed the use of
various character sets.) The submis-
sion data is not a required element. If
used it will provide the information
required for an LDS Temple submis-
sion. The trailer segment, another
required element, is simply the

following expression, TRLR . This
indicates the end of the file. Without
it the file can not be processed.

The data section, interestingly, is not a
required element but without it the
file would be rather pointless. Within
this section all the dara stored in the
user’s genealogical database is tagged
and placed in the sequence deter-
mined by the GEDCOM grammar. A
data record may contain seven distinct
clements. They are family records,
individual records, notes, sources,
repositories, submitter data and
multimedia records. There may be
any number of each of these types in a
complete file. Within each of these
sections the data is stored in a hierar-
chical fashion. The tag which identi-
fies the type of element is preceded by
the number 0 and a reference number.
This allows each family, individual,
note, source, etc to have a unique
number. These numbers are used, as
required, throughout the GEDCOM

file to refer to each unique element.

Each of these 0 level items may be
followed by a number of pieces of
subordinate data. Each of these are
preceded by a number 1 and a tag.
Should subordinate data exist for these
items, another tag, preceded by a
number 2 will follow. This procedure
may be extended although it rarely
extends beyond the 4™ level. A sample
of this system would appear as follows.
All capitalized characters are

GEDCOM tags.

0 @1@ INDI
Identifies following data as that of
individual 1

1 NAME Joseph Quincy /Smith/
Name, surname defined by enclosing /

/
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1 BIRT
Identifies birth event data

2 DATE 02 OCT 1822
Date of event

2 PLAC Newport, Rhode Island

Place of event

2SOUR @l1@

Pointer to source of event information

3 PAGE section 4, page 6
Specific detail found in the source

3 EVEN BIRT

Identifies an event in the source

4 ROLE CHIL
Role individual played in the event

1 FAMS @1@
Pointer to family record, individual is
a spouse.

The above example indicates that Joe
Smith is the first individual in the
database. The slashes around Smith
indicate this is the surname. The
Birth event has three bits of subordi-
nate data: the date, the place and the
source. The source has subordinate
data as well. This is the citation detail
specific to this individual. The source
referenced from 2 SOUR @1@ will
contain the general data for that item.
The line 3 EVEN identifies the event
in the source as a birth. At a fourth
level the role of this individual in the
birth is that of child. The FAMS
points to family 1 where the indi-
vidual will be, in this case, identified

as the husband.

Obviously an individual would have
considerably more data than shown.
GEDCOM tags exist for recording a
limited number of events and other

information which may be found in

the original database. As mentioned
earlier certain tags may be used at

different levels and may be followed
by a limited amount of data. In some
cases this may be as many as 248
characters. Where an item, such as a
note exceeds those limits the data is
parsed into segments which do not
exceed the limits and each segment is
given a tag.

Each of the seven 0 level items have a
specific structure defined in the
GEDCOM grammar. To illustrate
each section is beyond the scope of
this article but they generally follow
the example shown above. Interest-
ingly some of these 0 level tags such as
SOUR (source) and NOTE (notes)
can appear at lower levels and may, or
may not, be present at the 0 level.
This, as well as multiple use of tags
like NAME or BIRT, DEAT etcin a
subordinate position under one
individual can lead to some confusion.
It is flexibility such as this in the
grammar that has created some of the
problems now experienced by

GEDCOM users.

Prior to introduction of version 5.5,
version 4 GEDCOM presented few
difficulties to program developers.
The only record information con-
tained in the file was the basic birth,
baptism, death and burial data plus
the notes. If you used a program such
as Roots III, even though you re-
corded much more data than that, it
could not be exported using
GEDCOM. As programs became
more complex a new version of
GEDCOM was required. A draft
proposal, version 5.3, was released for
discussion and implemented by several
developers. Unfortunately the final
version, 5.5, did not contain many of
the features found in 5.3. This
created, and still creates, some difficul-

ties. As a result of these problems and
those created by the grammar, the
reliability of a GEDCOM transfer
now depends on how the standard has
been interpreted by the authors of the
exporting and importing programs.

In 1995 the failure of GEDCOM to
meet the needs of users resulted in the
formation of the Lexicom Group
under the aegis of GENTECH and
other sponsors. The intention was to
provide a lexicon of terms used by
genealogists before an attempt was
made to define a data transfer scheme.
The group, made up of several well-
qualified genealogists, and supported
by technical experts, quickly realized
that it would first be necessary to
define a data model for recording
genealogical data. After two years of
work a proposed data model was
recently released for discussion
purposes. The Office of the
GEDCOM Coordinator, which is
based in Salt Lake, has also recognized
the need to upgrade the present
GEDCOM standard and has released
a discussion paper entitled
GEDCOM, Future Directions.
Another transfer scheme, GenBridge,
has been proposed by the author of
The Master Genealogist and imple-
mented in his program. It involves the
use of an interface program, which the
developer first configures to his
database, and then programs to
correspond to that of the database to
be imported. The advantage of this
system is that no data is lost and the
imported data remains in its narive
format. The disadvantage is that a
developer must program the
GenBridge for each program whose
data is to be imported.

On the brighter side, for those
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genealogists who wish to upgrade
from a basic program such as PAF,
Brother’s Keeper or Ancestral Quest
2.1, there are few problems. All event
data and notes will transfer, only
source information might need to be
re-entered. Those moving from the
intermediate level programs such as
Family Origins and Family Tree
Maker to the top line programs will
experience a few more difficulties but
the greatest problems will be encoun-
tered by those attempting to move
darta from one of the advanced
programs such as Ultimate Family
Tree and Tree-O to another of the
same or lesser category.

Data migration, i.e. moving data from
one location or type of storage media
to another is becoming a point of
great concern not only to genealogists
but to many other people who store
great amounts of data. To this end an
international standard has been
formulated by the World Wide Web
Consortium (W3C). It is called XML
which stands for eXtensible Markup
Language. It is a subset of the SGML

(Standard General Markup Language)
which has been around since 1986.
Another subset of SGML is HTML,
an acronym which most of us recog-
nize as the language used to write
Internet Web pages. HTML (hyper
text markup language) describes to the
user’s web browser how the received
data ought to be viewed. XML, by use
of a prolog bit of code called 2a DTD
(document type definition) describes
the data itself. Obviously the DTD
will require very specific terms for
each type of data transmitted in this
manner and a number of these have
been standardized for use in the
medical and engineering professions as
well as by other interested groups.
Interestingly these existing, standard-
ized definitions are sufficient to create

a DTD for genealogical purposes.

Robert Booth, the GEDCOM
coordinator (for the LDS Church?
NGS? or? ), made an unexpected
announcement at the GENTECH 99
tech session on XML, that the next
version of GEDCOM would be XML
encoded. What this means o the user

is that a GEDCOM import will be
done using the web browser. All
incoming data will be shown on the
screen even though much of it may
not be passed to the user’s genealogy
program due to storage definition
incompatibilities. The DTD preced-
ing each GEDCOM data file will be
based on the proposed Future Direc-
tions data model released as a discus-
sion item about a year ago. This
model, in theory, can accommodate
any and all genealogical data. It fails
however, to address a core issue, that
of the genealogical lexicon. Until we
can all agree on the difference between
such items as baptisms and christen-
ings, standards become meaningless.
The GENTECH Lexicon group is
now in the final stages of formulating
its data model and will be moving to
this, its original mandate, shortly. Mr.
Booth is a member of the Lexicon
group so I think it is safe to say that as
long as the Church is represented in
the Lexicon group’s discussions any
future GEDCOM will reflect the
genealogical community’s concerns.
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Photographic Restoration and Preservation

by Joel L. Pullan

Family historians seek understanding
through the lives of loved ones past;
they seek knowledge of people, family,
and friends. Why did their progeni-
tors live their lives the way they did?
How have their decisions affected the
family historian and the family? How
will decisions made today affect future
generations?

Insights gained through genealogy are
enhanced by images (photographs)
from the past — images that tell
stories. Everyone has experienced the
exhilaration of finding a photograph,
a tangible representation of a beloved
ancestor. How do we care for these
photographs? How can we preserve
the memories recorded in these
images? After images have experienced
the ravages of time, can we restore
them to their once pristine condition?
What can we do with our photo-
graphs today to preserve a better
record for future generations?

Each of these questions is addressed in
the following article. First, types of
historical photographs are discussed to
help determine the time period the
images were taken. Second, modern
photographic processes that preserve
images for future generations are
discussed. Will we provide a better
record than our ancestors? Third, the
rules of photographic restoration are
listed; new technology in photo-
graphic restoration follows.

Types of Historical Photo-
graphs

To properly determine the type of
photograph you have and the type of
restoration you should use, you must
be familiar with basic types of early
photography-he daguerreotype, the
collotype, the ambrotype, the tintype,
and the albumen print. When each
process was popular, who invented it,

how to recognize it, and who can
restore it are questions answered
herein. You will discover that restora-
tion of these types of prints usually
requires a qualified conservator.

The Daguerreotype

Patented in 1839 by Louis Dagueffe,
the daguerreotype was used exten-
sively until the late 1860s. Daguerreo-
type processes produce distinctive
images on highly polished silver
plates. When this highly reflective
surface reflects a dark background, a
positive image appears on the plate.
Conversely, when this reflective
surface reflects a bright or white
background, the image appears as a
negative. Because daguerreotypes are
susceptible to scratching and tarnish-
ing, they are protected by glass covers
encased in decorative frames. Da-
guerreotypes are extremely sensitive
and should only be restored and
repaired by a competent conservator.

The Collotype
The collotype was invented by
William Henry Fox Talbot in 1840
and patented in 1841. Unlike the
daguerreotype,
the collotype
utilized a
negative-to-
positive printing
process, which
allowed a
photographer to
print several
prints from the
same negative,

Talbot’s nega-

Pocofolding camera, Series A. Thelens is the

Each negative was later utilized to
make multiple prints of a single image
and was the precursor for our negative
processes today. You can recognize a
collotype print by the overall texture
evident in the final print. The texture
of the paper in the negative is trans-
ferred to the final print. Collotype
prints can be scanned, digitally
enhanced, and restored.

Wet-Collodion

The wet-collodion process was
developed by Frederick Scott Archer
in 1851. Because collodion was
waterproof when it dried, it had to
remain moist during exposure and
development; thus, photographers
were required to take their darkrooms
with them to prepare the glass nega-
tives before shooting and to process
the glass negatives immediately after
shooting. Unlike the collotype
process, this process produced clear
and sharp images due to the glass
negative. This process was popular
through the 1870s. Wet-collodion
negatives are fragile and should be
repaired only by a conservator.

The
Ambrotype
The ambrotype is
a term devised by
Marcus Aurelius
Root for his
variation of the
wet-collodion
process that
produced a
unique positive,
silvery-white

tives were
actually salt
paper dipped in
a wax solution
to make them
translucent.

high-grade Hochester symmetrical, adapted
for all general purposes, The prices:
Complete with Bnicum shutter, lens and one
dry plate-holder—
Sizes4 x 5,
$25.00.

5x7, 6% x 8%,
32,00, 40.00,

A dry-plate camera listed in the T. Eaton
catalogue of 1901 for general sale to
anybody who wanted a camera.

image on a dark
glass plate.
Purposely
underexposed
collodion plates
were bathed in a
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ferrous sulfate developer to produce the positive effect
when viewed by reflected light. Ambrotypes were pack-
aged in special presentation cases in imitation of daguerreo-
types. The technique was not commonly used after the
mid-1860s.” A conservator should repair damaged
arnbrotypes.

The Tintype

The tintype combined the daguerreotype and the wert-
collodion processes. Tintype images were printed or
photographed on tin utilizing wet-collodion. These images
were cheaper to manufacture than the daguerreotype, yet
just as difficult to produce because of the nature of the wet-
collodion process. Tintype images are subject to rusting in
humid conditions and are just as susceptible to damage as
daguerreotypes; therefore, they should be repaired or
restored by a conservator.

The Albumen Print

The albumen print was basically a variation of Talbot’s
salted paper printing process. This process involved spread-
ing a solution of egg white and salt on paper. Once treated,
the paper was sensitized to silver nitrate and dried in the
dark. The process was manipulated several times to produce
a high gloss surface. This process was popular from 1850 to
approximately 1920. The prints were toned to make them
different colors — red, sepia and purple. These prints can
be restored through digital manipulation.

Modern Photographic Processes
There are three basic modem photographic processes:

1. Black-and-white Photography
2. Chromogenic or Color Negative Photography; and
3. Ilfochrome Prints or Cibachrome Prints.

The advantages and disadvantages of each of these processes
will be discussed.

Black-and-White Photography

Black-and-white photography today has changed from early
processes. Techniques, processes, and materials have been
refined and streamlined in the past 50 years. Archival black
and white print processing necessitates the use of fiber-
based photographic paper. Papers known as resin coated or
RC papers cannot be archivally processed.

Archival processing involves development, stop bath, fixing,
hypo-clearing, and washing. Contamination in latter steps
of this process can lead to less than archival processing of

prints. “If a fixer is not replenished appropriately, or if a
print is not submerged in the fixer long enough, problems
can result. Unexposed silver compounds may remain in the
paper of the print. Later, these may react with elements in
the air, such as sulfur, and cause staining. These com-
pounds can even cause exposed silver to deteriorate over
time.”

Selenium toning encapsulates the silver within a print and
can prolong the life of a print. “Selenium is a known
carcinogen; therefore, skin contact should be avoided. The
selenium seems to be inert in the toning solutions commer-
cially available, but there may be risk. Work in well-
ventilated areas ... [and] ... avoid contact with your skin.”

A negative aspect of archival black-and-white processing is
that it is costly and time-consuming. The positive aspects of
archival black-and-white processing are that these prints,
with proper care, will last for generations. When comparing
the life of an archivally processed black-and-white print to a
modern chromogenic or color print, the black-and-white
print will always come out ahead. Glenn Collins addresses
this issue and quotes Douglas Severson, a conservator of the
Art Institute of Chicago, in an article in the New York-
Times, October 3, 1987 entitled, “Fading Memories:
Albums Damage Photos.”

“Those who grew up during the nearly universal prolifera-
tion of the color snapshot belong to the most photographi-
cally documented era in history. Yet Mr. Severson said,
“Their parents will have a much more durable record, since
their childhood pictures were taken entirely in black and
white film,” which has more stable images.” Severson
continues:

“It’s quite rare to find color prints from the 50s and 60s
that don’t look markedly changed... Right now the visual
heritage of a generation is being lost. These are the people
in their mid-30s whose childhood pictures were taken in
the 50s and 60s.”

Chromogenic or Color Negative Prints

The color dyes used in early color photographic prints were
less stable than those used today. Peter Krause wrote an
article for Historic Preservation magazine, entitled “How to
Care for Vintage Photos.” In this article, he addresses
several issues relative to the durability of chromogenic
prints. He states:

“Color photographs generally have poorer stability because
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the organic dyes that provide the image colors are not as
resistant to chemical change as silver. In addition, dyes fade
sooner or later when exposed to bright light-especially light
rich in ultraviolet radiation-whereas properly processed
silver images are unaffected by light.”

He later suggests “that to prolong the life of chromogenic

prints you should keep them cool and dry, away from
bright light.”

Kodak further supports this position by stating that one of
the most common causes of damage to photographs is
improper storage. The conditions in many attics and
basements are “hot and humid in the summer to cold and
dry in the winter.” This causes images to curl and crack.”

lifochrome Prints or Cibachrome Prints

Color positive printing is the most archival form of color
photography. All of the recommendations for color nega-
tive photography apply here as well. These prints, like any
other color print, will eventually fade if exposed to direct
light. Color positive prints are made directly from color
positives or slides — often referred to as chromes. These
prints exhibit high contrast, high gloss and an incredible
sense of depth. Most people know them as Cibachrome
prints; the name has been changed to Ilfochrome prints.

No matter what type of print you are preserving, how you
store it is the key to successful preservation. There are many
types of photographic albums on the market. The type of
plastic, glue, or cardboard used in inexpensive albums can
damage photographs. When choosing an album, choose
one whose viewing pages are made of “polyester (trade
name Mylar), polyethylene, polypropylene or triacetate.

Says Collins “The worst type of album, conservators say, is
the most common one: the so-called magnetic albums. It
has no magnets, but its cardboard pages grip photographs
on a sticky adhesive coating covered by a layer of plastic
that is peeled back to position the photos.

In such albums, says Collins, “the cheap quality cardboard
gives off peroxides that cause yellow staining in the whites
of the prints.

“The plastic covering can be harmful not only because it
completely seals the photograph in with cardboard, but
because the plastic gives off gases that attack photographic
images.”

Best Technology Forms of Photographic Res-
toration

Rules for Photographic Restoration

Some basic rules for photographic restoration are as
follows:

1. When in doubt about whether or not a certain
type of photographic restoration should take place, consult
a qualified conservator.

2. Never jeopardize the integrity of the original
photograph. If there is a possibility that the original could

be damaged in the restoration process, do not proceed.

3. Leave photographic originals only with profes-
sionals whom you can trust implicitly with your family
history.

Technology and Photographic Restoration

In the past photographic restoration was done by hand.
Airbrushing, fluorescing and redeveloping was common
practice. These practices still have a place in restoration in
certain circumstances; however, with the advent of the
computer and advanced digital imaging technology, many
photographs can be restored more quickly and effectively
than ever before.

Family historians need to part with their original images
only for the time that it takes to scan them into the compu-
ter. After digitally restoring the scanned images, images can
be converted to negatives, and archival black and white
images can be produced from these negatives.

Other options for output include Photo CDs which are
permanent. Images preserved on Photo CDs are saved at a
higher resolution. These images can be manipulated and
used in various formats without changing the original on
the Photo CD. Many people choose to incorporate these
images in written family histories and personal life stories.

Recently, Kodak created what they call the Image Magic
Enhancement Station for retouching photographs while
you wait. While this is a quick and easy way of getting
images into the hands of many people, Kodak fails to
mention whether the images produced by this system are of
archival quality. If they are not archival, perhaps we are
doing no more to preserve the history of our ancestors than
our ancestors did. We are not thinking of future genera-
tions and how we can help preserve our histories for them.

Technology opens a new world for family historians when
displaying images of their ancestors. You are limited only
by your own creativity.

Conclusion

Understanding the history of photographic processes helps
us identify the era in which photographs were taken.
Understanding how to care for photographs and how to
restore them is vital to our success as family historians.
Likewise, learning to care for photographs thar record our
personal histories is significant as we prepare to make an
archival record for future generations. New technologies
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and advancements have made the
creation of these records easier than in
the past.
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Book review—
Murder in Missouri

Family Skeletons / Rett MacPherson. St.
Martin's Paperbacks: 1998 (Originally
published 1997). ISBN 0-312-96602-4

reviewed by Jan Roseneder

The town of New Kassel, Missouri, is
a typical American town, with the
people, the landmarks, the history and
the foibles that go with such a setting.
Settled originally by German immi-
grants in the early 1800s, New Kassel
is home to Victory O’'Shea, otherwise
known as Torie, who is firmly en-
trenched in all the workings of the
town. Her husband, Rudy, works
there; her two daughters, Rachel and
Mary, go to school. Torie herself is the
tour guide at the local historical
society’s museum and is the resident
historian and genealogist of the
Society. She also occasionally takes on
paying customers as a gencalogical
researcher.

Told by Torie herself, this is a genea-
logical mystery appropriate to its
setting. Torie first meets her client,

Norah Zumwalt, during one of the
tours of the museum. Norah wants
Torie to research her family tree, thats
true, but she is most interested in
tracking down her missing father, who
never came back from World War 11.
He was never declared missing or dead
but Norah’s mother never heard from
him after 1942. Now Norah, a mother
herself, wants to complete that part of
her family history. The steps that Torie
takes o rrace Norah’s father would be
of interest to many genealogists,
particularly those with ancestors in the
United States Armed Forces. The
results of this research leads Torie to
other more mundane sources such as
city directories; using all of these
resources, she uncovers a startling fact.
However, before she can inform her
client of the discovery, another much

more significant factor intervenes:
Murder! Who and why?? Well, you'll
just have to read the story to find out,
and to follow Torie as she attempts to
make sense of what has happened.

This is a realistic and enjoyable
genealogical mystery. Torie has other
things to cope with besides her paid-
for genealogical research. Her mother,
who is in a wheelchair, lives with the
family; her divorced father is still
around. A minor contretemps with
the head of the Historical Society
takes up some of Torie’s attention as it
threatens to become a major problem,
and, to top it all off, the mighty
Mississippi River which flows through
New Kassel is flooding! I'm looking
forward to Torie’s second adventure,
scheduled to published later in 1999:
A Veiled Antiquity.
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;"nghllghts from exchange journals recelved
in the AFHS library

by Helen Backhouse and Lorna Stewart

Remember: Journals are listed under country of publication. Check them all.
Your area of interest may be included in any one of the following journals.

AUSTRALIA
Genealogical Society of Victoria,
vol 24 no 4 summer 98
* After Australasian mining
disaster
* A tank, a stove, and a leaking
roof

CANADA
Family Chronicle Magazine,
vol 3no 2 Dec 98
* Revolutionary War Records
(USA)
* What can you learn in cemeter-
ies
vol 3no 3 Jan 99
* Swiss Genealogy
* lllustrating your family history
Mennonite Heritage Centre,
XXIV no 4 Dec 98
= Mennonites in the Soviet
Inferno 1929-1941
* The Heinrich Voth family: from
Minnesota to Winkler to
Vanderhoof
Neya Powagons,
no 58 Oct 1998
* Queries
e Surnames
no 59 Dec 98
* Queries
* H.B. Co. record — Bunn,
Thomas
no 60 Jan 99
e Surname Interests
* Hudson's Bay Archives — John
Palmer Bourke

Alberta
Alberta Genealogical Society,
vol 26 no 3 Aug 98
* Mad Donald McKay
* Where did you find that? The
case for careful citation of
sources
vol 19 no 4 Nov 98
* Hudson’s Bay Company
Archives inter-library loan
programme
* Old Prussia INDEXES
Brooks and District Branch AGS,
vol 11 no 2 Falli 98
* The EID (Eastern Irrigation
District) Archives

* An amazing emigrant story
Ft. McMurray Branch AGS,

vol 20 no 3 Sept 98

¢ The Desjarlais family of Fort
McMurray

* The Silence of the North

vol 20 no 4 Dec 98

e Was your ancestor a Canadian
Civil Servant?

* How to build a better query

Grande Prairie and District Branch

AGS,

vol 21 no 3 Sept 98

¢ De Bolt and District Pioneer
Museum

* Old Newspapers 1921

vol 21 no 4 Dec 98

* The library is more than just
books (Alberta Brand Registry)

* The Spallin family mysteries

Medicine Hat and District Branch

AGS,

vol 19 no 3 Sept 98

e 20th Anniversary celebration

vol 19 no 4 Dec 98

* Origins of some Alberta town
names

* The Police lists — emigration
protocols, as a source for
genealogists

Red Deer and District Branch AGS,

vol 19 no 3 Sept 98

e 20th Anniversary Issue

vol 19 no 4 Nov 98

= Symbols hold key to under-
standing gravestones

British Columbia
British Columbia Genealogy Society,
vol 27 no 3 Sept 98
* Did your ancestor homestead
in the Railway belt?
* Who's who in 1901
vol 27 no 4 Dec 98
e Canadian Vital Statistics
information
* Meeting the Pioneers from the
Pioneer Registry
INDEX of Surnames Supplement
1998
Kamloops Family History Society,
vol 14 no 2 Nov 98
* The value of Parish documents
in telling our family history
« Errol Flynn’s Vancouver con-

nection
Kelowna and District Genealogical
Society,
vol 15 no 1 Oct 98
* Now what do | do with all this
stuff?
¢ Chatting on the Net — Geneal-
ogy and IRC
vol 15 no 2 Dec 98
* Eastern European sites that
could help your research
* The budget of a foreman of
farm labourers, Nov 1892
South Okanagan Genealogical
Society,
vol 6 no 1 Sept 98
¢ Cast off... to cupids! (Channel
Islands)
* A rose by any other name, etc.
vol 6 no 2 Nov 98
¢ Did you ever think about it?
Probably not!
* CYNDI'S SITE a genealogist’'s
find
Vernon and District Family History
Society
vol 14 no 4 Oct 98
* 1901 Federal Census of B.C.
Okanagan Area
* The Siege of Battleford, part 3
Victoria Genealogical Society,
vol 21 no 3 Sept 98
* The Point Ellice Bridge disaster
* What's in a name? Rules
about Coats of Arms
vol 21 no 4 Dec 98
* Convict deaths — BC and
Kingston 1915
= Kith and Kin

Manitoba
Manitoba Genealogical Society,
vol 23 no 3 Sept 98
* “Just Black and White’s” tips for
preserving your photographs
and documents
= rural rehabilitation files
vol 23 no 4 Dec 98
* Our Presbyterian heritage, part
2
* Manitoba's 44th Overseas
Battalion of the Canadian
Expeditionary Force

126 Cuinook: The journal of the Alberta Family Histories Society, Calgary, Alberta, Canada — summer 1999 — volume 19 no 4



New Brunswick
New Brunswick Genealogical
Society,
vol 20 no 4 Winter 98
e Canadians who served in the
Maine State Militias in the Civil
War
* Researching Records at the
Provincial Archives of N.B.

Newfoundland
Newfoundland and Labrador Genea-
logical Society,
vol 14 no 4 Winter 98
» Further Newfoundland Strays
from Ontario 1901 Census
(Toronto) part 3: West Toronto,
Reel 6500
e Headstones at Tilting, Fogs

Nova Scotia
Genealogical Association of Nova
Scotia,
vol XVI no 3 Autumn 98
« the Springhill Explosion 1891
and the Stranger’s Grave
« All male Campbells in Canada
in 1881-82
DIRECTORY of Members and
Surname Interest 1998

Ontario
Brant County Branch OGS,
vol 18 no 4 Nov 98
* List of Barristers of Brant
County 1900-1940
* Vital Statistics of the Brantford
Evening Telegram 1881-82
Bruce and Grey Branch OGS,
vol 28 no 4 Nov 98
« Community — Henry Ervin
Roppel Jr.
* Did you lose someone’s birth,
marriage or death? (in Ontario)
Bruce County Genealogical Society,
vol 9 no 4 Nov 98
e Glimpses of Bruce County —
Ottewell settlement
* Calendar of the Local Courts
for 1903
Elgin County Branch OGS,
vol XVII no 4 Dec 98
* Townships of Elgin County as
of 1998
¢ Grovesend was a busy place
75 years ago
Haldimand County Branch OGS,
vol 9 no 4 Dec 98
* Gleanings from the Dunnville
Gazette, 1906
* Adam Moote, 17921883
Halton-Peel Branch OGS,
vol XXlll no5 Nov 98
» Springfield School, Peel County
1895-1900
* An old Scottish custom

Huron County Branch OGS,
vol 19 no 4 Nov 98
* 1842 Huron District Assess-
ment Rolls online
* The 161st Huron Regiment
1915
Kawartha Branch OGS,
vol 23 no 2 Nov 98
* Baptismal Register abstract for
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church, Peterborough 185859
« Strayse* Peterborough, Victoria,
Northumberland and Haliburton
Counties
Lambton County Branch OGS,
vol 15 no 4 Dec 98
* Petrolia and Area Drillers
around the world, part 2
* Searching Adoption Records in
Ontario
Leeds and Grenville Branch OGS,
vol 24 no 5 Oct 98
* Wickware Brick Works and
Tannery, Wolford Twp
e Eastern Townships — Sutton
vol 24 no 6 Dec 98
* Fairknowe Home and the
children who came there
* The Hutchinson family
LondoneMiddlesex County Branch
OGS,
vol 25 no 4 Nov 98
* Militia Men of Middlesex
County 1870-1885
Nipissing and District Branch OGS,
vol 19 no4 1998
* The Nipissing Country
Norfolk County Branch OGS,
vol 12 no 4 Nov 98
» A pioneer wheat field
* The man who surveyed
Walsingham-Hazen family
NoreWest Genealogical & History
Society,
vol 12 no 3 Oct 98
¢ Veterans of WW1 and WwW2
* Something old, something
new...
Ontario Genealogical Society,
vol 37 no 1 Feb 98
e Wiltshire England emigrants,
The Downton Story 1835-36
e Irish Yeoman Veterans in Leeds
County
vol 37 no 2 May 98
« A geographical genealogy for
use in the Archives of Ontario,
Toronto
* Upper Canada Land Petitions
on the North shore of Lake
Ontario
vol 37 no 3 Aug 98
* 0950 to Toronto: the emigration
of the unemployed from
Norwich to Ontario in 1906
* Genealogy and Technology:
pioneering a new frontier
vol 37 no 4 Nov 98

¢ Captain John B. DeCou:
Pioneer and Entrepreneur
* Egremont Branch, RLDS
Church Grey County Branch
1880-1930
Ottawa Branch OGS,
vol 31 no 6 Nov 98
e Surnames '98 issue
vol 32 no 1 Jan 99
* Index to letters left in Perth’s
Post Office 1834-45
» Chasing Grandma
Oxford County Branch OGS,
Nov 98
e Strays from Oxford County
e Zorra's Senior Pioneers that
died between 1876-1899
Perth County Branch OGS,
vol 16 no 4 Nov 98
* 1855 Hibbert Twp. Assessment
Roll
¢ Stratford and the Grand Trunk
Railway, cont.
Quinte Branch OGS,
vol 18 no 4 Dec 98
* Thomas Wellman in Rawdon
Township
* The Alert Fire Company 1930
Sault St. Marie and District Branch
OGS,
vol 16 no 4 winter 98
e 50th anniversary for Poatman
* Wesleyan Methodist Baptismal
Records—Algoma District
Simcoe County Branch OGS,
vol 16 no 4 Nov 98
¢ My Grandfather writes...
e Creemore Union Cemetery
Sudbury District Branch OGS,
vol 20 no 3 Dec 98
* 481 Sudbury District Townships
» Biographical notes
Toronto Branch OGS,
vol 29 no 6 Nov 98
* Genealogy and the Internet —
Canadian web sites
» Abbreviations and their mean-
ings — military
vol 30 no 1 Jan 99
+ African Shadows — Black
settlers in Ontario
* English wills and probates in
your genealogical research
Waterloo*Wellington Branch OGS,
vol XXVI no 4 Nov 98
» Teachers from Waterloo and
Wellington Counties who
served in the Great War 1914-
1918
« World War One Unit Diaries
Whitby/Oshawa Branch OGS,
vol XVIl no 4 fall 98
* The Church of Friends —
Quaker
* The Jones and The Mount Zion
Church
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Prince Edward Island
Prince Edward Island Genealogical
Society,
vol 22 no 4 Nov 98
* Lest We Forget: those gallant
Islanders who fought and died
in the American Civil War
* Lot 11, Report of Inspectors
Craswell and Anderson, circa
1856

Quebec
Quebec Family History Society,

vol 21 no 1 Sept 98

* Irish families in Ancient Quebec
records

= Quebec City Gazette 1846-55
Death notices “F”

vol 21 no 2 Dec 98

* Quebec City Gazette 1846-55
Death Notices “G”

* A question of Banfills in Brome
and Compton from New
Hampshire?

Société de Généalogie de Québec,

vol 25 no 1 & 2 Oct/Nov 98

¢ La périlleuse traversée de la
flite Le Chameau (1720)

* Jean-Baptiste Grandmaison
(1716-93), un ancétre fort aetif

vol 25 no 3 & 4 Dec 98

¢ Les négociants de
Kamouraska, le Madawaska et
les Anglophones, 1775-1790

¢ Lancétre Simon Peleau dit
Pleau

Société Généalogique Canadienne-
Francaise,

vol 49 no 3 Automne 98

* Le Fonds Godbout redécouvert

* Francois Lenoir dit Rolland

vol 49 no 4 Winter 98

* Qui donc était ce Peter
Guyeére?

= Un autre ancétre allemand

Société Généalogique de I'est du
Québéc,

no 67 Automne 98

* Larrivée des Grant a la Riviere
du Loup

* La famille Franck au Bas-Saint-
Laurent

no 68 Winter 98

* Mariages de Rustico (lle de
Prinde-Edouard) 1812-24

* La famille Bonhomme dit
Beaupré (suite)

Saskatchewan
Saskatchewan Genealogical Soci-
ety,
vol 29 no 4 Dec 98
* United Empire Loyalists
* Saskatchewan Church Records
found in Saskatoon

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Channel Islands Family History
Society,
no 79 summer 98
¢ The Mallets of Jersey 1180-
1750, part 1
* Guernsey Garrison Registers
Channel Islands Family History
Society Members Interests and
INDEX to Vol 5
no 80 Autumn 98

ENGLAND
Bedfordshire Family History Society,
vol 11 no 8 Dec 98
* Another postcard story
* Letters from Australia
Birmingham and Midland Society
For Genealogy and Heraldry,
vol 12 no 2 Dec 98
e Davies of Dudley
« A breath of fresh air: Birming-
ham’s Open-Air Schools
Bristol and Avon Family History
Society,
no 94 Dec 98
* Why Hampnett?
* Food regulations in Medieval
Bristol
Berkshire Family History Society,
vol 22 no 2 Dec 98
» Finding Berkshire men during
the Napoleonic Wars (1793-
1815)
* Just one long holiday, with pay
Buckinghamshire Family History
Society,
vol 22 no 4 Dec 98
* Women in family history
* Simon Mayne and the Dissent-
ers of Aylesbury
Calderdale Family History Society,
no 84 Sept 98
* The 23 townships of the
Ancient Parish of Halifax
= Aspects of family history—Crag
Vale Coiners
no 85 Dec 98
* Crag Vale coiners, part 2
* My gallant Huzzar
Cheshire Family History Society,
vol 29 no 2 Dec 98
» Seat Roll at Great Budworth

(c1775)

* Tom, Dick and Harry — who
were they?

* 5-star Ancestry — degrees of
certainty

Cleveland (South Durham and North
Yorkshire) Family History
Society,

vol 7 no 4 Oct 98

* Early photographers in this
area

* Know your parish — Bilsdale

vol7no 5 Jan 99

» The Trimdon Grange Explosion
1882

* Marriages — transcribed for the
1828 copy of the Whitby
Repository and Monthly
Miscellany

Cumbria Family History Society,

no 89 Nov 98

* Egremont Crab Fair in 1877

* Births, Marriages and Deaths in
South Westmorland from the
Lancaster Gazette 183437

Derbyshire Family History Society,

no 87 Dec 98

* 13th Derbyshire (Belper) Rifle
Corps

* Quaker Records

Devon Family History Society,

no 88 Nov 98

* History of the Torquay Potteries

* From “The Alfred”, West of
England Journal and General
Advertiser, Tuesday 21 August
1821

East Surrey Family History Society,

vol 21 no 4 Dec 98

* A family tragedy

* There’s often a grain of truth...

Family Tree Magazine,
vol 14 no 12 Oct 98
* University Registers: Scottish
Universities
e Apprentices and their records
Felixstowe Family History Society,
vol 13 no 4 Dec 98
* The lives of our ancestors
* The case of the Sudbury eight
Hillingdon Family History Society,
no 44 Dec 98
* Parliamentary Enclosures and
their value to the Family
Historian
* Twenties into Thirties
Huntingtonshire Family History
Society,
no 31 Nov 98
* The Heralds — what are they?
e Copy of the Poll - (list of
voters) - St. lves May 1834
Institute of Heraldic and Genealogi-
cal Studies,
no 134 Jan 98
* British criminals in the Nether-
lands
* British citizens of Breda
vol 19 no 157
* James Beeky Scott
* A family named Hutchinson,
cont.
International Society for British
Genealogy and Family History,
vol 20 no 4 Oct 98
* The Indexing of the 1881
British Census, a model for
cooperative indexing
* Just browsing — do you know
about Genuki?
Kent Family History Society,
vol9no 1 Dec 98
» Fragments of a Kentish child-
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hood
» St. Mary Northgate, Canterbury
1881 Census
Leicestershire and Rutland Family
History Society,
no 93 Sept 98
* My ancestor was born in
France
* In search of my Swedish roots
— back to 1250
Manchester and Lancashire Family
History Society,
vol 34 no 4 1998
* Prestwich Asylum Census for
1861
» Blacksmiths in Ireland 1834-43
Northamptonshire Family History
Society,
vol 20 no 2 Nov 98
* Desborough and its allotments
¢ | found them at “Finedon
otherwise Thingdon”
Northumberland and Durham Family
History Society,
vol 23 no 4 Winter 98
* Read all about it!
« Directories for North-East
England, part 3: 1850-1899
Nottinghamshire Family History
Society,
vol9 no5 Oct 98
* Newark Union Workhouse at
Newark
« Extracts from Lincoln, Rutland
and Stamford Mercury

Ormskirk and District,
no 19 Winter 98
* Return and Digest of Endowed
Charities — Parish of Ormskirk
1898
Oxfordshire Family History Society,
vol 12 no 3 Winter 98
« |f at first
* Holy Trinity School St. Ebbes
Log book - girls school 1897+
Shropshire Family History Society,
vol 19 no 3 Sept 98
» Table of Shropshire Registra-
tion Districts, showing aboli-
tions and real locations
* Table of current Register
Offices in Shropshire
Society of Genealogists,
vol 26 no 4 Dec 98
= Citadel on the Euston Rd —
The Wellcome Institute for The
History of Medicine
* Genealogy counts
Somerset and Dorset Family History
Society,
vol 23 no 4 Nov 98
* Spotlight on Holnest and
Leweston...
¢ Bidport elections and the
Seymors
Suffolk Family History Society,
vol 24 no 3 Nov 98
* Immigrants to Tasmania

recruited by the Lauceston
Immigration Aid Society 1855-
1862
* Bruisyard
West Middlesex Family History
Society,
vol 16 no 4 Dec 98
* With full Military Honours
* Hospital Records
Westminster and Central Middlesex
Family History Society,
vol 18 no 1 Nov 98
* Mayfaire
* A Victorian tragedy
Woolich and District Family History
Society,
no 71 1998
» Another Fever Hospital —
Brook Hospital
¢ Maryon Park School
Yorkshire Archaelogical Society,
vol 24 no 6 Dec 98
* Loose ends
* The intrigue and mystery of
family history
vol24 no 5 Oct 98
* Double lives
* Leeds in 1839
Yorkshire Family History Society,
no 77 Jan 99
» Spotlight on Rudston
« Tinker Tailor Soldier Sailor...
Holy Trinity Hull 1653
Yorkshire Family History Section,
Y.A.S.

IRELAND
Irish Roots Magazine,
no 28 1998
* Surnames of County Limerick
* The Irish in Manchester (in the
second half of the 19th cen-
tury)
North of Ireland Family History
Society,
vol9 no2 1998
* The 1798 Rebellion in
Coleraine and district
* A united Irish family: the
McCabes of Belfast, part 2
The Irish At Home and Abroad,
vol5no3 1998
e Irish Newspapers: a source for
local events
* County Carlow
vol5 no4 1998
* What to do if a Townland in
Ireland is known
e Canadian Land Records as an
Immigration Source
e County Antrim
The Irish Genealogical Society,
International
vol 20 no 1 Jan 99
e County Cavan
Ulster Genealogical & Historical
Guild,
no 14 1998

* Memento Mori: 17th century
Monumental Inscriptions

* Bound for Hobart: Ulster
women Convicts and the Great
Famine

DIRECTORY of Irish Family
History Research 1998

NEW ZEALAND
New Zealand Society of Genealo-
gists,
vol 29 no 254 Nov 98
¢ The Smith family of London
(England)

SCOTLAND
Aberdeen and North East Scotland
Family History Society,
no 69 Nov 98
* From the Archives...
* Catholics in Rathven 1762
Dumfries and Galloway Family
History Society,
no 33 Nov 98
* The Buchanites (1783-1846)
¢ ‘Inheritors of unfulfilled re-
nown...’
Scottish Genealogical Society,
vol XLV no 4 Dec 98
* Voluntary Subscriptions in Aid
of Government — United
Parishes of Cortachy and
Clova 1798
¢ Interment of the Dead
INDEX of Volumes XLI-XLIV

UNITED STATES
AmericaneCanadian Genealogical
Society,
no 78 1998
» Archives Nationales: Research-
ing in France, part 3
= First Nations of Canada
American*French Genealogical
Society,
vol 21 no 2 Autumn 98
* The journal of Sophronie
Marchessault from St. Jean
P.Q. to California 185084
* Criminal punishment in New
France and New England
Dawson County Montana,
vol 18 no 2 and 3 April-Sept 98
* Amish in the Treasure State
(Montana)
* The Ellis Island oral history
project
National Genealogical Society,
vol 86 no 3 Sept 98
* Overcoming lrishness in
Boston
* Graphoanalysis and James
“Major Jim” Ball: a genealogi-
cal test of a psychological tool
vol 86 no 4 Dec 98
* Federal Records for Southeast-
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ern Indian Research, 1774-
1931

* Johns and Thomases: using
named farmiand to sort identi-
ties among Norrises of St.
Mary’'s County, Maryland

« Annual INDEX 1998

National Genealogical Society

Newsletter,

vol 24 no 6 Nov 98

e Virginia’s Two Treasure Houses

* INDEX to vol 24 1998

Utah Genealogical Association,

vol 26 no 3 1998

« Basic concepts of Archival
Research: lessons learned in
Southern European Archives

« LDS Church Census Records
191462

vol 26 no 4 1998

» British Archives: England’s
Public Record Office

* Where did they come from and
where did they go?

« INDEX for 1998

WALES
Dyfed Family History Society,
vol 6 not Dec 98
« Divine's ancestor a Buccaneer?
* The Gabes or Gapes of
Liangathen
Glamorgan Family History Society,
no 52 Dec 98
« Off to Pennsylvania — and
back again!
* “The Wicked Stepmother!”
Gwent Family History Society,
no 52 Dec 98

* Passenger list of the barque
‘Tiberias’ Sept 1838 — .
Populations of the Hundred of
Skenfrith 1801-1901

Gwynedd Family History Society,

no 35 Winter 98

* Penllyn: a quick guide to early
records (1485-1615)

* Welsh Tract settlers — Chester
County, Pennsylvania

COMPUTERS
NGS/CIG Digest
vol 177 no 6 Nov 98
* The US Gen Web Census
project
e Submitting new information to
the Ancestral File using PAF
3.0

DONATIONS '
- Ontario Genealogical Socnety
» Help! I've inherited an attlc full
of history, vol 1
Mary Arthur :
» History of the Umversﬂy of
Alberta 19081958 SR
= Ontario Readers_Fourth Book -
* Brief History of England
* World Geographics
¢ Studies in Citizenship
. = The Canadian 1867~1968f; e
4 Queeh Eiizabeth — Que n
"Mother :
* Ontario Public School Geogra-
~phy
~*The Family of Man .
* Hudson'’s Bay Company
16701920

» Canadian Geographlcal Journal ,

* 8 copies

- Geoff Burtonshaw - -

- » Barnardo Children in Canada
Rosemary Lyon
* Rodenka » Yearbook of the

Czechoslovak Genealoglcal
Society lnternational voI 3
1997-98 :

-« Na+e Rodina » Newsletter of
the Czechoslovak Genealogi-
cal Society International; vol 9
no 4, vol 10 no 13 :
Janet Morgan
* Canadian Almanac and Dxrec-f
tory 1992 L
* AeZ of British Genealog:cal'
Research .
« American leraryDireCthy p
- 1989290 Vol 1 .
~» American Library Dlrectory L
- 1989%90Vol 2 Uil

“Janet Pomeroy -

' sAbandoned But Not Forgotten ]
- —The Hay Bay Methodist =~ |
Church 186021910 (Ontario) - |

* The Story of the Hay Bay -
Church, Canada'’s oldest
Methodist building first built i m :
1792 '

* Ontario’s Pioneer Methodist
Missionary: William Losee

Louise Sauve )
- e Saskatchewan History,
Vol44no1,2and 3. -
Vol 45 no 1 and 2
Vol 46 no 1 and 2

Vol 47 no 1 and 2
Myma Waldroff
“e Blooming Point
* The Heather Hills of .
Stonewycke
* The Highlander's Last Song
* A Pioneer’s Search for an Ideal
Home
e John Ware's Cow Country
e Jerry Potts Paladin of the .
. Plains *
_*The History of the Canadlan R
L West '
eYukon Lady - : ey
* The Bootlegger’s Lady L
. .»The Boy:in Buckskins
~* Opening the Great West
* Tales of Early Manitoba ,
» Elizabeth McDougall "Madonna
of the Plains” ;
* The Riel Rebellion

NEW PUBLICATIONS

Alberta Genealogical Society- lerary ;

Holdings (Books and Periodi-
" cals) April 1998
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Index for Chinook volume 19

Symbols
<http://wwww.CyndisList.com>
13

12 million newcomers 104

1851 British Census 91

1924 Quota Law 107

26th annual conference, Alberta
Genealogical Society 47

A

Ablonczy, Diane 29

Access to Information Act 88

AFHS members as of Decem-
ber 1998 62

AFHS Research Service 37

Albanian 111

Alberta Family Histories Society
34

albumen print 123

Allen County Public Library at
Ft. Wayne Indiana 92

ambrotype 122

American Protective Associa-
tion 107

Anderson 105

Anderson, Robert Charles 78

Andrews family 74

Anjou, Anna 78

Anjou, Gustave 69, 77

Anjou, Wilhemina 79

Annapolis Co 8

annual general meeting 71,103

Archdeaconry Court of Suffolk
72

Argentinian 108

Arncll Black House 5, 7

Ashburton 42

Ashburton Great Meeting
House 42

Aulcock, Thomas 72

Australia 10

Australian 108

Authur, Alison 50

B

Back 6

Back Free Church of Scotland
5

Backhouse, Helen 25, 57, 126

Backus family 74

Bacon family 74

Balch Institute for Ethnic
Studies 116

Baltimore 106

Bancroft Library 45

Banner Blue 89

Barge Office 106

Barking up the wrong tree 38

Bartlett, J Gardner 73

Barvas 4, 6

Battery Park 106

Battleground Island 112

Beaton, Margaret 4

Beckel, Jim 16, 17

Becker, John 84

Bell family 74

Bell, Francis 11

Bernau Index 22

Berwickshire 1

BIOS programs 20

Bishop of Exeter 42

Bishop's Stortford 39

Black Hills Nuggets 18

Black House 6

Blaisdell family 74

Blaisdell family manuscript 69

Blaisdell Family National
Association 72

Blaisdell, Henry 72

Blaisdell, Isabell 72

Blaisdell, Ralph 72

Bleasdale, John 72

Bloedel family 74

Bonhill 37

Booth, Robert 121

Boston 106

Bowman, Jim 16, 17

Braman family 74

Brandt, Edward R. 9

Bray, John 11

Brazilian 108

Brent Pelham 39

Broderbund 89

Brooking (Broquin) family 74

Brooklyn 101

Bucking 105

Buckner family 74

Burrows, Daniel H 14, 23

Butler, Rhoda 42

(o]

Caithness 6

Caldwell family 74

Calgary Family History Center
39

Callanish Stones 7
callotype 122

Campbell, Lynn 22
Canadian 108

Canadian border crossings 114
Cape of Good Hope 10
Cape Town 10

Carleton County 19

Carr family 74

Carrol family 74
Carruthers family 74
Carter family 74

Carter, Sarah 16, 17
Castle Garden 105, 106
Centreville 8

Chalfont family 74

Chapel of St. Lawrence 42
Chaplin family 74

Charbonneau, Andre 9

Child family 74

Chipping, Lancashire 72

Christ Church Anglican
Cemetery, Burritts Rapids
ON 97

chromogenic negative prints
123

Church family 74

Cibachrome prints 124

City of Paris 107

Clement family 74

Clinton, DeWitt 106

Clise family 74

CMOS memory 20

Co Leis Thu 4

Cochran family 74

Colin Bate Books 67

Coll 4, 6

Collins, Glenn 123

Comedy of Errors, or The
Marriage Records of
England 96

Commercial exhibitors, Wild
Rose Seminar 47

Computers in Family History
Conference 94

Computers in Genealogy 20

Coney Island 101

Consistory Court of Norwich 72

consulate records 115

contagious diseases 112

Cook, Captain Edward 10

Cook family 74

Cooke, Edward 11

Copley family 74

Corbie family 74

Corliez family 74

Cornwallis 8

Coronation Street Experience 4

Corry family 74

Corsi, Edward 104

County Cork 107

County of York 19

County Record Offices 4

Crawford family 74

Crossroads Hotel 16

Cuban 108

Cunard 110

Cunningham family 74

Cushman, Janice 16, 17

Customs Passenger Lists 116

D

daguerreotype 122

Daniel family 74

Dartmoor National Park 42
Davidson, Samuel 10
Davies, James 10
dburrows @juno.com 14, 23
De Ronde family 74
Desramaux, Louise 88

Devecman family 74

Dickey family 74

Doin’ the Highland Thing 1

Dome Room 36

donations to the AFHS library
22, 40, 130

Dornan family 74

Doty family 74

Down the Years at Elkwater 22

Drinkwater, Millie 51

Drolet-Dube, Dolores 9

Du Pont family 74

Dudley-Forte, Alison 51

Dumbarton 33, 37

Dun Calloway 7

Duncan family 74

Duncan, Ruth 97

Dyre 105

E

Eastman, Richard W 89

Eastman’s Online Genealogy
Newsletter 89

Editorial — Immigration to North
America

Editorial — It's time to write to
your member of Parlia-
ment 3

Editorial — Lobbying should
continue for release of
post-1901 census
information 35

Editorial — To the battlements
71

Ellis Island 101

Ellis Island family history center
106

Ellis Island Foundation 106

Ellis Island Hospital 110

Ellis Island manifests 116

Ellis island Restoration
Commission 105

Ellis Island's Myths and
Misconceptions 101

Ellis, Samuel 105

England 10

English 108

Erickson family 74

Essex Roots List 14, 23

Essex Society for Family
History 4

Evolution of the NB counties 19

F

Family Archive Viewer 92

Family History Library, Salt
Lake City 73

Family History SourceGuide 90

Family Tree Maker 89

FamilySearch 101

Federal Censuses 28

Fennell, Abel 84
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Fenton, William 10
Ficken family 74

Filby, P. William 115
Finnish 108

Fish (Fiske) family 74
Flanders family 74

Fort Gibson 105

Fort William 5

Foster, Mike 96

Francis, Ellyn 16, 17
Fraser, Margaret Mary 6
Free Church of Back 6
Free Church of Scotland 4
Freeman family 74
Freeman, Lorraine 16, 17, 51
French 110

Fuller, Helen 22

G

Galveston 106

Galway family 74

GEDCOM 119

GEDCOM files 22

GEDCOM standard 45

Gehring, Jake 44, 46

GEN-FIND Research Associ-
ates 67

Genealogical and local history
books in print; US 9

Genealogical Computing 46

Genealogical Gleanings 72

Genealogical Journal 82

Genealogical Journal of the
Utah Genealogical
Association 69

Genealogical standards 41

Genealogy's Cornerstones 41

Generations of peculiar country
farmers 48

Generations of sharp city
entrepreneurs 49

GENSOFT-99 94

German Lloyd 110

Germanic genealogy: A guide to
worldwide sources and
migration patterns 9

Gibbet 105

Gilchrist, Larry 35

Glossary of terms — Medical
14

Glossary of terms — Legal/
Historical 23

Gnelsenau 106

Government Gazette 11

Grandmas and computers 12

Gray, William 9

Great Depression 111, 116

Gress 6

Guild of One-Name Societies
95

H

Halton-Peel Branch of the
Ontario Genealogical
Society 94

Hamburg 110

Hammond, Gwenn 18

Hardy family 74

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 43

Hatt, William Henry 9

Hayward, George 19

Heritage Cemeteries 95

Higgins, Katharine Chapin 73

Highlights from exchange
journals received in the
AFHS library 25, 57, 126

Hill, Edith Rose 9

Hoffman, Marion 9

Holbrook, Alice 72

Holliday, Halliday family 74

Hopewell 19

How are you doing on your
family history research?
18

Howells, Cyndi 9, 13

Hudson's Bay Company 7

Hulbert family 74

Hutbert, Gordon 16, 17

Hulbert, Margaret 51

Hull family 75

Hunderford family 75

Hurd family 74

Hutchison, Brian 16, 17, 51

Hyde family 74

lifochrome prints 124

Immigration Act of 1893 108

Immigration to North America
103

In search of our Acadian roots
55

In the Shadow of Liberty 104

Index to volume 19 of Chincok
131

Interlink Bookshop 67

Internal Security Act of 1950
107

Irish Records: Sources for
family and local history 9

Irvine, Sherry 16, 17, 51

Isle of Harris 4

Isle of Hope and Tears 104

Isle of Lewis 1, 4

Isle of Skye 37

ltalian 108

J

Jack family (Jacques. James)
75

Jamaican 108

Johnson family 75

Johnson, Hope 22

Joint, James 42

Joints 42

Jones genealogy 75

K

Kaiserun Auguste Kictoria 110
Kaslo 43

Katarina Parish, Stockholm 79
Kemp, Thomas Jay 9

Kennet family 75

Key West 106

Kings County 8

Kioshk 105

Klaus (Claus) family 75

Knight, Edward 11
Know Nothing Party 107
Kodak 124

Krause, Peter 123
Kruk, Gerry 16, 17

Ku Klux Klan 107

L

Lake, George 50

Lane family 75

Lawson, Bill 4, 5

LDS Church 22, 101, 106

Learning Company’s Geneal-
ogy Community Advisory
89

Leary, William 43

Lee family 75

Lenman (Leman, Lanham,
Lenham) family 75

Lewis family 75

Lilly (Lillie, Lille and Lilli)
families 75

Lincoln family 75

List of United States Citizens
116

listowner 13

Literacy Act of 1917 109

Littlebury 38

Liverpool 10

Living Histories 67

Ljungberg, Gustaf Ludvig 79

Lioyd's Universal American
Register of Shipping 118

Lobbying should continue for
release of post-19801 35

Loch Lomond 5

Louisiana land records 55

Louisiana marriages 55

Loyalists 19

lurk 13

M

Macbrayne, Caledonia 5
MacKay, Anne 4
MacKay, Duncan 6
MacKay, Murdo 4
MacPhail, Mary 4
mail order business 77
Mailng list tidbits 13
Makowski-Brar, Pat 51
Manhattan 101
Manhattan Island 106
manifest sheets 117
Manley, John 35, 71, 88
map scales 87
Mark family 75
Marshall family 75
Massachusetts Bar Association
Lawyers Journal 46
Mayhood, Cathy 9, 47
McCracken, George E 69
McCrimmons 37
McDonald, Ethel 50
McLean, RoseMarie 33, 42
McLelland, Archibald 11
McPhail, Donald 6
McVickar history 75
medical examinations 112
Medical procedures afloat, 1841

10
Methodism 42
Michael, Hope 22
Millar, Nancy 16, 17
Millennium Bug 20
Millennium bug infects family
history 44
Miller's Manual 22
Milne, Lorna 35, 71, 88
Milson, Joanne 51
Milson, Robert 51
Mindscape 89
Monnette, Orra Eugene 73
Mons (Mantz) family 75
Moore, Annie 107
Moore family 75
Moore, Joe 107
Moore, Mary 107
Moore, Matt 107
Moore, Tom 107
Moravia 109
More on the 1911 census 88
Morrison 6
Morrow, Frank 10
Morton Allan Directory of
European Steamship
Arrivals 117
Mounford, William 39
Mountford, John 39
Moyse, Joseph 72
Moyse, Robert 72
Mumford, Bill 1, 119
Mumford, Bill (Suddie) 50
Mumford, Suddie 38
Mumfords, Suddy 38
Mundeford, Henry 38
Murder in Missouri book review
125
Museum of Methodism 43
Myers, Lillian 95

N

National Archives 116, 117

National Archives [of Canada]
3,64,71,88, 114

National Genealogical Society
Quarterly 41

National Ocean Service 118

National Origins Act of 1924
108

National Park Service 104

naturalization records 114

NB Land Petitions (RS 108) 19

NBGS “Generations 19

Netting your ancestors:
Genealogical research on
the Internet 9

New books in the library 22

New Brunswick Genealogical
Society 94

New Orleans 106

New publications purchased by
the AFHS fibrary 41

New Register House 36

New World 103

New York 101, 106

New York Genealogical and
Biographical Record
73, 82
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New York Harbor 105
New York Times 82
Nicholson family 75
Nicholson, Joan 51
Nixon, Robert 51
Northton 5

o

Old World 104

Onabruck Township, Stormount
County 84

Ontario cemetery finding aid 54

Ontario Geneaiogical Society
3, 53

Ord family 75

Orestes 10

Ormond family 75

Oyster 105

P

Palladium Interactive 89

Parish Church of St. Andrew 42

Parish of Brighton 19

Parish of Peel 19

Parish of Wakefield 19

Parson family 75

Parsons Technologies 89

Partridge family 74

Passenger and Immigration
Lists 115

passports 114

Peel 19

Peers, Alan 50

Periodical Source Index
(PERSI) 92

Peter, B 10

Philadelphia 106

Photo CD 124

Photographic Restoration and
Preservation 122

Planter township 8

Pleasant Valley 8

Plymouth Rock 104

Polwarth in Berwickshire 1

Portland 106

Pre-1790 Colonial America
index 56

Prerogative Court of Canterbury
72

Provincial Archives of NB 19

Pulitzer, Joseph 105

Pullan, Joel L 122

Pullman family 75

Q

Queries Editor 37
Quota Laws 110
Qwerty keyboard 45

R

Rae, Sally 50

RAM (random access memory)
20

Real Time Clock (RTC) 20

Reay Cottage 1, 6

Recent acquisitions at the W.R.
Castell Central Library 9,
47

Record of Aliens Held for
Special Inquiry 117
Record of Detained Aliens 117
Recording genealogical events

8

Records of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service
118

Records of the U.S. Custom
Service 118

Rector of Epworth 43

Red Star 110

Redburn family 75

Reform Party 3

Register of deceased persons
at sea and on Grosse lle
in 1847 9

Registry Building 112

Remington, Gordon L 77

Rempel, Judith 16, 17

Renton 37

Richardson family 75

Riverview United Church 94

Roberts, Jayare 101

Robinson family 75

Roger family 75

Roseneder, Jan 125

Rosenfeld, Manitoba 95

Ross family 75

Runk-Runck family 75

Rupert's Land 7

Russel family 75

Russian 108

Russian Consular Records
Index 115

Ryan, James G 9

S

S.S. Amerika 107

San Francisco 106

Schneider family 75

Scotland's New Register House
33

Scottish Tourist Office 5

Seaman family 75

Severson, Douglas 123

Shapleigh family 75

Shaw, Francis 11

Shell Canada Community
Service Fund 94

Ships and seafarers of Atlantic
Canada 54, 91

Silicia 106

Smith, Henry 72

Society of Genealogists 20

Soldiers of the king: The Upper
Canada militia, 181 9

Somerset County, Pennsylvania
85

South Africa 10

Spanish 108

Special collection of compact
disks at the Calgary
Family History Center 54,
90

Sproull famity 75

SS Dorie 33

St Cath’s indexes — how
incomplete? 96

St. John's Lutheran Church 95

St. Lawrence Seaway 84

Stannery town 42

Stanton, Nicholas 72

Starling, Martha 39

Staten Island 101

Station Hotel 33, 36

Statistics Canada 3,
35, 71, 88

Statue of Liberty 101

steamship companies 118

Steamship Historical Society of
America 118

Stewart, George 6, 7

Stewart, Lorna 25, 57, 126

Stewart, Norman 7

Stobbs, Doug 3, 71, 90, 103

Stone family 75

Stornoway 6

stowaways 117

Stowell family 75

Suddy, Jane 39

Suez Canal 105

Suggested topics to include in
letters to MPs 28

Supplement to Richard Higgins
and His Descendants 73

Surgeon Superintendent 10

Swift family 75

Sydney 10

Syrian 108

T

Tarbert 5

Telephone directories on CD-
ROM 55

Temple University 116

Teutonic 79

Thaxter family 75

The Millses 41

The Victoria 107

Thompson family 75

Thorpe, Philip P 8

Tilney family 75

tintype 123

Toddingham, Bedfordshire 85

Tone family 75

Topping family 75

Tottenham Cemetery 42

Traylour (Traylor) family 75

Turner family 75

typical Ontario land survey
around Crediton 87

Tyrwhitt-Drake, Barney 20

U

UBC Press 67

Ulster County NY Probate
Records 78

Unions of Churches in Canada
52

United Church of Canada 53

University of Baltimore Library
118

Upper Ottawa Valley Genea-
logical Group 35

Uppsala University 80

Uruguayan 108

US census index series —

Ohio, 1880 56

US War Relocation Authority
45

Using maps in your family
history 84

\

Vasteras County prison 81

Vatisker 6

Vatisker Point 4

Vaughan 85

Victoria County 19

Virtual roots: A guide to
genealogy and local
history 9

Vital Records Index — British
Isles 92

Vital Records Index — United
States 92

von Horne family 75

w

Walley family 75

Ward family 75

Waterbury family 75

Waters, Henry F 72

Weld (Wells, Welles, Willis)
family 75

Welling family 75

Wesley, Charles 43

Wesley, John 42

Wesleyan Methodists 42

Wesley's Chapel House 42

Westmorland County 19

wet-collodion 122

Whalley County 72

Wheeler family 75

Whiting, John 72

Whitman family 75

Wild Rose Seminar '98 16, 50

Wilson family 76

Winters, Lyn 88

Witherspoon family 76

Wolff family 76

Woodward, Joseph 11

Wooley history 76

Worcester family 76

Wiright, Jimmy 38

Write your member of parlia-
ment 3

Y

Y2K 44

Yiddish 111

Yorkshire Family History Fair
94
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GEN-FIND
RESEARCH
ASSOCIATES

Certificd Specialists in
TWestern Canada, Gntario, Seotland, Jreland, Forensic
Genealogy and Chacting/Documentation Serbices

10742-83rd Avenue NW, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
TGE 2E4
Tel: (780) 439-4704 *  Fax (780) 439-4704

E-mail: services@gen-find.com

A member of The Genealogical Speakers Guild, and
| The Association of Professional Genealogists

INTERLINK BOOKSHOP
and Genealogical Services

helpful advice from Sherry Irvine, author and lecturer
large stock of books, nearly 1000 maps
for Britain, Ireland, USA and Europe
mail-order catalogue available for long SASE
or on the web — www.pacificcoast.net/~ibgs

3840A Cadboro Bay Road
Victoria BC V8N 4G2
ibgs@pacificcoast.net (250) 477-2708
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897 | —

Computer Courses | the
Exclusively for 55+ | Family Tree

We offer computer courses exclusively for senior Detectlve :

citizens (over 55 and retirees) and their spouses. . ’

Our courses teach vou aboul computers in a Tracing YO.UF |

relaxed environment that makes learning fun. Ancestors in
e |'or absolute beginners (from non-owners to England and Wales

intermediate)

e Taught at a relaxed pace, and in ordinary
English that you can understand.

= Most courses $132.68 including GST.

e We have the most comtortable chairs in town!

Colin D. Rogers

“You feet very

comfortable no . . ) . )
This practical and lively guide for the amateur genealogist
matter what lerel iy praciicyand fvaly gii 9 9

vou are al.” has now been fully updated and revised, enabling research-
il -.A W ers to trace their roots beyond the sixteenth century. A
o section on heraldry is also included. 180 pages, pb §25.95

The Seniors Computer School

Call us for a calendar at 269-1914
Jim or Paul McGinn at McGinnevation Inc.
106, 809 Manning Road NE, Calgary AB T2E 7M9

In your bookstore or from UBC Press.

VISA & MasterCard accepted. Shipping $5.00
Tel: 604/822-5959, fax: 1-800-668-0821.
6344 Memarial Road, Vancouver, BC V6T 122

COLIN

) Photo Family Tree Posters « Interview Guides
Colin Bate

(403) 262.5505 Tape to CD conversions » Family Memoirs

2222-20th Avenue N.W. (403 ) 7 20'6602

Calgary, Alberta www.livinghistories.com
T2M 112
Fax (403) 282-7191

Fine Binding - Repairs
Restoration - Conservation

CHinook: The journal of the Alberta Family Histories Society, Calgary, Alberta, Canada — summer 1999 — volume 19 no4 135



Canadian Publication Mail
Sales Agreement No 181552
Calgary, Alberta

Alberta Family Histories Society
PO Box 30270, Station B
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2M 4P1

ISSN 1192-8190 Registered charity no 079-1863

20th Annual Wild Rose Seminar

Super weekend, October 29-30, 1999
Place: Crossroads Hotel (soon to be the Radisson Calgary)
2160 16™ Avenue NE, Calgary

Friday evening keynote speaker, reception

16 family history sessions on Saturday
Saturday luncheon
2 display rooms open Friday and Saturday
Complete program dertails to be announced on May 3rd
Be sure to attend.

Alberta Family Histories Society

All meetings are on Mondays: beginners meet at 6:30 pm; the main program is at 8:15 pm

Southminster United Church
3818 - 14a Street SW
Calgary, Alberta
Phone: 214-1447 Internet: www.afhs.ab.ca
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